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n|)en it tfte antt tEbtntp'fiftft Misfit, 

Shahrazad continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Aiis pursued to Taj al'Miiluk:’—Then I entered the flower'garden 
and made for the pavilion, where I found the daughter of l^alilahT 
Wily One, sitting with head on knee and hand to cheek. Her 
colour was changed and her eyes were sunken j but, when she saw 
me, she earclaimed, “Praised Allah for thy safety! And she 
was minded to rise but ieU down for joy, I was abashed before 
her and hung my h^ud; presently, however, I went up to her and 
ki^ her and asked, “How knewest thou that I should come to 
thee this very ni^t?" answered, “I knew it not! By Allah, 
this whole year past I have not tasted the taste of sleep, but have 
watched through every night, expecting thee; and auch hath been 
tny case since me day thou wentest out from me and I g^ve thee 
the new suit of clothes, and thou promis^ me to go to the 
Hammam and to come backl So I sat awaiting thee that ihght ^d 
a second night and a third night; but thou earnest not till after 
so great delay, and I ever expecting thy coming; for this is lovers' 
W 2 iy» And riow 1 would hive thee tell me what h^^th been the 
cause of thine absence from me the past year long? So 1 told 
her. And when she knew that I was married, licr colour waxed 
yellow, and 1 added, “I have come to thee this ni^t but I must 
leave thee before day.’^ Quoth she, “Doth it not ^ffice her that 
she tricked thee into marrying her and kept thee prisoner with her 
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a whole year, but she must also make thee swear by the oath of 
divorce, that tixou wilt return to her on the same night before 
morning, and not allow thee to divert thyself with thy mother or 
me, nor suffer thee to pass unc night with either of us, away from 
her? How then must it be with one from whom thou hast been 
absent a full year, and I knew thee before she did? But Allah 
have mercy cm thy cousin Atitah, for there befel her what never 
befel any and she bore what none other ever bore and she died by 
ill-usage; yet ’twas she who protected thee against me. Indeed, 
I thought thou didst love me, so 1 let tliee take thine own way; 
else had 1 not suffered thee to go safe in a sound akin, when I had 
it in my power to dap thee in jail and «'en to slay thee/' Then 
she wept with sore weeping and waxed wroth and shuddered in 
my face with skin bnstung' and Imkcd at tnc with furious eyes, 
When I saw her in this case I was terrified at her and my side' 
muscles trembled and quivered, for she was like a dreadfid she- 
Ghul, an ogress in ire, and I like a bean over the fire. Then said 
she, “Thou art of no use to me, now thou art married and hast a 
child; nor art thou any longer fit for my company: I care only 
for bachelors and not fur married men;- these profit us nothing. 
Thou hast sold me for yonder stinking armful; but, by Allah, I 
will make die whore's hean ache for thee, and thou shaJt not hve 
either for me or for her!" Then she cried a loud cry and, ere I 
could think, up came die slave-girls and threw me on the ground; 
and when J was helpless under their hands she rose and, taking a 
knife, amd, “I will cut thy throat as they slaughter he-goats; and 
that will be less than thy desert, for thy doings to me and the 
daughter of thy uncle before me. ’ When 1 looked to ray life and 
found myself at the mercy of her slave-women, with my cheeks 
dust-soiled, and saw her sharpen the knife, I made sure of death. 

—-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and to say 

her permitted say. 

(I tnaS iDns l£»ailhrch artb dnrnJp-tfixtfi 

She said, ft hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Waair 
Dandan thus continued his talc to Zau al-Makanr—Tlien quoth 
the youth Axil to Taj al-MuIuk, Now when I lound my life at the 
mercy of her skve-women with my cheeks dust-soiled, and I saw 
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Iter sharpen the knife, I made sure of death and cried out to her 
for mere}'. But she only redoubled in ferocity and ordered the 
slavc'girls (o pinion my hands behind me, which they did; and, 
throwing me on my back, she seated herself on my middle and 
held down my head. Then two of them came up and squacced 
on my shin'bones, w'hilst other two grasped my h^ds and arms; 
and she summoned a third pair and bade them beat me. So th^ 
beat me till I fainted and my voice failed, I revived, 1 said 

to mysdfi ** Twere easier and better for me to have my gullet sbt 
chan to be beaten on this wise!'* And I remembered the words 
of my cousin, and how she used to sav to me, **Al]ah, keep thee 
from her m^chieff'*; and I shriekea and w'ept till my voice 
failed and 1 remained without power to breathe or to move. Then 
she again whetted the knife and said to the sbve-girls, **Uncover 
him."' Upon this the Lord inspired me to repeat to her the cwo 
phrases my cousin had taught me, and had bequeathed to me, and 
I said, *'0 my lady, dost thou not know that Faith is fair, Unfaith 
is foul?" When heard diis, she cried out and said, **Allali pity 
thee, Azizah, and give thee Paradise in exchange for thy wasted 
you^l By Allah, of a truth she served thee in her lifc'time and 
after her death, and now she hath saved thee alive out of my 
hands with these two saws, Nex’eitbcless, I cannot by any means 
leave thee thus, but needs must 1 set my mark on thee, to spite 
yonder brazen-faced piece, who hath kept thee from me." There¬ 
upon she called out to the slave-women and bade them bind my 
feet with cords and then said to them, “Take seat on him!" They 
did her bidding, upon w'hich die arose and fetched a pan of copper 
and hung it over the brazier and poured into it oil of sesame, in 
whi<^ she fried cheese.' Then she came up to me (and I still 
insensible) and, unfastening my bag-trousers, tied a cord round my 
testides and, giving it to tw-o of her women, bade them bawl at 
it. They did so, and I swooned away and was for excess of pain 
in a world other than this . Then she came with a razor of sted 
and cut oif my member masculine,' so that I remained like a 

' A* B AtypDC- Thr iccn- ill che texE hif ofttn tusticnscleiJ in Egypt where ■ iivouriie 
feniijiine inndeQf murdemig men it by beedng Bud bmiung the teericlet. The FeEliiii 
we emedinply ekvtf in invencing wetbodi nF tmutiLuiEhner. For Knie yen* boi£e> 
wen found titec bote no onter ntark of vindenoe, ind only Fronkiih inqiiisinTrenew 
envered thaf the buRel oF s pisTol Imd been p«»ed up the entix ntid the wsepon dMfhsncstl 
intenuUy. Mutileie of this dcacriptitiii lue known in Bnytish tuetory; but ftEver become 
poputw proeden. 

' Arab. that wbicb betokene mHculbiity. At die cod of the ulc we tewn ihot 

•he ilio gdd.cd him; theu he mu a "Sindab.*' ft T*fi. 
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womanj after which she searetl the wound w*ith the betting oil 
and nibbed it witt a powder* and 1 the while unconscious. Now 
when I came to mys^, die blood had stopped: so she bade the 
slavC'girls unbind me and made me drink a cup of wine. Then 
said she to me, “Go now to her whom thou hast married and who 
grudged me a single night, and the mercy of Allah be on thy 
cousin Aii^ab, who saved thy life and never told her seem lovel 
Indeed, haddesc thou not repeated those words to me, 1 had surely 
slit thy weasand. Go forth this instant to whom thou wdt, for 1 
needed naught of thee save what I have just cut off; and now I 
have no part in thee, nor have I any funber want of thee or care 
for thee. So begone about thy business and rub thy head'' and 
implore mercy for die daughter of thine unde!” Thereupon die 
kicked me with her foot and 1 rose, hardly able to walk; and I 
went, liede by little, till 1 came to the door of our house. I saw it 
w'as open, so I threw myself within it and fell down in a fainting' 
fit; whereupon my wife came out and lifting me up, carried me 
into the saloon and assured herself that I had be^me like a 
woman. Then I fell into a sleep and a deep sleep; and when I 

awoke. I found mysdf thrown down at the garden gate,-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawm of day and ceased to say her pet' 
mitted say. 

GOfitn if tbt <&ne attb IDatittp'^tbrnth iiigtit. 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Waiir 
Dandan pursued to ECing Zau al'Makan, The youth Axia thus 
continued his story to Taj al'Muluk;—^When I awoke and found 
myself thrown down at the garden'gatc, I rose, groaning for pain 
and misery, and made my way to our home and entering, I came 
upon my mother weeping for me, and saying, "Would I knew, O 
my son, in what land art thou?" So I drew near and threw 
myself upem her, and when she looked at me and felt me, die 
knew that I was ill; for my face was cobured black and tan. 
Then I thought of my cousin and all the kind offices she had 
been wont to do me, and I learned when too late that die had 
truly loved me; so I wept for her and my mother wept also. 
Presendy she said to me, “O my son, thy sire is dead." At this 
my fury against Fate redoubled, and I cried till T fell into a fit. 
When I came to myself, I looked at the place ishere my cousin 
Aaiaah had been used to sit and died tears anew, till 1 all but 
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fsmted once more for ^cess of weeping; and 1 ceased not to cry 
and sob and wad till midnight, when my mother said to me, “Thy 
father hath been dead these ten days." “1 s^halt never think of 
any one but my cousin AzUah," replied I; “and indeed I deserve 
all that bath b^allen me, for that 1 neglected her who loved me 
with love so dear," Asked she, “What hath befallen thee?" So 
I told her all that had happened and she wept awhile, then she 
rose and set some matter of meat and drink befom me. 1 ate a 
littk and drank, after which I r^ieated my story to her, and told 
her the whole occurrence; whereupon ^e exclaimed, “Raised be 
Allah, that she did but this to thee and forbore to slaughter 
thee?" Then she nursed me and medicined me till 1 regained 
my health; and, when my recovery was complete, she said to me, 
'"O my son, I will now bring out to thee that which thy cousin 
committed to me in trust for thee; for it is thine. She swore me 
not to give it thee, till 1 should see thee recalling her to mind and 
weeping over her and thy connection se\'crcd from other than 
hersw; and now I know that these conditions are fulfilled in 
thee." So she arose, and opening a chest, took out this piece of 
linen, wdth the figures of gaseUes worked thereon, which I had 
given to Aiixah in time past; and taking it 1 found written 
therein these couplets, 

“Lady of beaxitj?, ay, who taiigKt dwe hani and harsh design, * To eky with 
longing Low'« excess this Iiaptess Iituet ihinc? 

An tbou fain cliancnienifaer me beyond our parting day, * Allah will know. 

that thee and thcc my memory ne^'cr diall tynt 
Thou bluest me with bitter speech yet eweetest 'tis to me; • Wilt generous 
be and deign one day to show of love a sign? 

I not reckoned Love contained so much of pine and pain; • And bouI 
until 1 came for tboc to pain and pine; 

Never my heart knew weariness, until that eve t * In love vri’ tbee, and 
prostrate fell before those glancing cyrtc! 

My very foes have mercy on toy ease and moan therefor; * But thou, O 
heart of Indian steel, all mercy dost decline. 

No, never will I be consoled, by Allah, an 1 die. • Nor yet forget the love of 
thee though life in ruins lie!'* 

When I read these couplets, I wept with sore weroing and biif' 
feted my face; then I unfolded the scroll, and there tm from it ^ 
o^er paper. I opened it and behold, 1 found written therem, 
“Know, O son of my unde, that I acquit thee of my blootl and I 
beseech Allah to make accord betw'een thee and her whom thou 
Invest; but if aught befal thee through the daughter of Dalilah the 
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Wily» return thou not to her neither resort to any otha; woman 
and patiently bear thine afDiction, for were not thy fated lite^tide a 
long life, thou hadst perisiied long agoj but ptais^ l^e Allah who 
hath appointed my death'dav betore thine! My jpcacc be upon 
thee; preseni'e thi'^ cloth witn the gazelles herein figured and let 
it not leave thee, for it was my companion when thou absent 

from me;”^-^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her penuitteU ^y. 

{BJjen it bias tfie €>nt lEbunbrch anh lEtocnlp^dsbih ^igbt. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Wazir 
Dandan pursued to King Zau al'Makan, And the youth Azi? 
continued to Taj al'MidtS;:—So 1 read w^t my cousin had writ' 
ten and the charge to me which was, “Preserve this doth "with the 
gazeUes and let it not leave thee, lor it was my companion when 
thou wast absent from me and, Allah upon thee! if thou chance to 
fall in with her who worked these gazdles, hold aloof from her and 
do not let her approach thee nor many her; and if thou happen 
not on her and mid no way to her, look thou consort not with any 
of her SOS. Know that she who wrought these gazelles wotketh 
ev'ery year a ga2elle<-dotb and despatcheth it to far countries, that 
her report and the beauty of her broidery, which none in the world 
can match, may be bruited abroad. As for thy beloved, the 
daughter of Dalilah the Wily, this doth came Co her hand, and she 
used to ensnare folk with it, showing it to them and saying, T Imve 
a sister who wrought this/ But she lied in so saying, i^Jibh rend 
her veil! This is my parting counsel; and i have not charged 
thee with this charge, but because 1 know' that after my death the 
world will be straitened on thee and, haply, by reason of this, thou 
wilt leave thy native land and wander in foreign pans, and heating 
of her who wrought these figures, thou mayest be minded to fore- 
gather with her. Then wilt thou remember me, w-hen the memory 
shall not avail thee; nor wilt thou know my worth till aft)er my 
death. And, lastly, Icam that she who wrought the gazelles is 
the daughter of the King of the Camphor Islands and a lady of 
the nohl^t.'* Now when I had read that scroll and understood 
what was written therein, I fell again to weeping, and my mother 
wept because I wept, and I ceaseo not to gaze upon it and to shed 
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tears till 1 abode in this condition a whole at die 

end of which the merchants, with whom 1 am in this c afilah , 
prepared to set out from my nitave town; and my mother coun- 
sdlw me to equip myself and journey with them, so haply 1 might 
be consoled and my sorrow be dispelled, saying, "Take comfort 
and put away from thee this mourning and travel for a year or two 
or t^ee, till the caravan return, ivhen perhaps thy breast may be 
broadened and thy heart heartened,'* * And she ceased not to 
persuade me with endearing words, dll 1 provided myself with 
merchandise and set out with the caravan. But all the time of 
my wayfaring, my tears have never dried; no, never! and at every 
halting place where we halt, 1 open this piece of linen and look on 
these gaadles and call to mind my cousin Atitah and weep for 
her 33 thou hast seen; for indeed she Itwed me with dearest love 
and died, oppressed by my unlove. 1 did her nought but ill and 
she did me nought but go^. When these merchants return from 
thdr journey, I shall return with them, by which time 1 shall have 
been absent a whole year: yet hath my sorrow waxed greater and 
my grief and aHliction were but increakd by my visit to the Islands 
of Camphor and Castle of Crystal, Now these islan^ are 
seven in number and are ruled by a King, by name Sbahriman,* 
who hath a daughter called Dunya;* and I was told that it was 
she who wrought these gazelles and that this piece in my possession 
was of her embroidery, when I knew this, my yearning redoubled 
and I burnt with the slow &ie of pining and was drowned in the 
sea of sad thou^jit; and 1 wept over myself for that 1 was become 
even as a woman, without manly cooi Like other men, and there 
was no help for iL From the day of my quitting the Camphor 
Islands, J have been tearful-eyed and heavy-hearted, and such 
hath been my for a long while and I know- not whether it 
will be given me to return to my native land and die beside my 
mother or not: for I am sick from eating too much of the wt’rld. 
Thereupon the young merchantwept and groaned and complained 
and gazed upon the gazdles; whilst the tears rolled down his 
-h eelfg in streams and he repeated these two couplets, 

"Joy needs shjill ccnne,** a prattler ’gati to prattle: • “Needs cease thy 
blame!" I was comoiovcd to rattle; 


* Lane cffl-nipii ihSi Pternan name w Zciflin fi- 565). 
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‘In tiiTic,’ quoth he; quoth I' Ti» tcirvcUoust * Who shill cnsu« mT hfe» 
O cold of tattle!**'* 

And he repealed also these, 

“Well Allah wceta that yrirj; our severaiKC'day * I'vt wept tiU forced to 
ask of totis a Joan: - * < , ti 

‘Patienee! f the blamer cries}; thou*lt have her yet ! • Quoth h O blamer 
where may patience wone?' *' 

Then said he, *This, O Kingl is my tale: hast thou ever heard 
one ganger?*' So Taj al-Muluk marvelled with gr^ marvel at 
the young merchant's story, and fire darted into his entrails on 

hearing the name of the Lady Dunya and her loveliness.-And 

Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to »y her 
permitted say. 

iBlien U taas ti;e Out ^inhrch anh tj^fncntp-ninth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Waiir 
Dandan continued to Zau al-Makan:—Now when Taj al'Muluk 
heard the story of the young merchant, he marvelled with great 
man el and fire darted into his entrails on hearing the name of the 
Lady Dunya who, as he knew, had embroidered the gazelles; 
his love and longing hourly grew, so be said to the youth, '"By 
Allah, that hath befallen thee whose like never befei any save 
thy^f, but thou hast a life-term appointed, which ^cu must 
fulfil; and ttow 1 would fain ask of thee a question." Quoth 
Aziz, "And what is it?” Quoth he, “Wilt thou tell me how thou 
^west the young bdy who wrought these gazelles?” Then he, 
”0 my lord, 1 got me access to her by a sleight and it was this. 
When I entered her city with the cara\'an, 1 went forth and 
wandered a^ut the gsirths till I came to a flower'gardcn 
abounding in trees, whose keeper was a venerable old man, a 
Shaykh stricken in years. 1 addressed him, saying, 'O andent 
sir, whose may he this garden?' and he replied, Tt belongs to the 
King's daughter, the Lady Dunya. We arc now beneath her 
palace and, vvhen ^e is minded to amuse herself, she openeth the 
pris'ate wicket and walketh in the garden and smelleUi the fra* 
grance of the flowers.* So I said to him, ‘Favour me by allowing 

■ Arab, "fliiid," liillvj ccaitrmpciblct ■! Ifi the pra¥ierb 

Twei rhin^df thtn ice colalgr t— 

An old man youngs a ywng mnn dd, 

A “cold-af-cnantcnajite^*! fwJt Allah mskt tdd fhy fued^-mat lE «lio» w%nt 
Aiid miicnfT ^'By Allah, a cold liiJy tSF almmte tirade u. 22)* 
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me to sit in this garden till she come; haply I may enpy a siglit of 
her as she p^th.’ The Shaykh answei^. There can be no ham 
in that/ TTicrcupon 1 gave him a dirham or so and said to him, 
'Buy us somedmig to eat/ He took the money gladly and opened 
the door and, entering himself, admitted me into the garden, where 
wc strolled and ceased not strolling till we readied a pleasant 
spot in which be hade me sit down and await his and 

his returning, 'nicn he brought me somewhat of fruit and, 
leaving me, disappeared tor an hour; but after a while he returned 
to mehringing a roasted lamb, of which we ate till we had 
enough, my heart yearning the while for a sight of the lady. 
Presently, as wc sat, the postern opened and the keeper said to 
me, 'Rise and hide thee,* 1 did so; and behold, a black eunu™ 
put his head out through the gardert'wicket and asked, *0 Shaykh, 
is there any one with chee?' ‘No, answered he; and the eunu^ 
said, ‘Shut the garden gate/ So the keeper shut the gate, and lol 
the Lady Duny'a came in by the private door. When 1 her, 
methought die moon had risen above the horuon and was shimng, 
so 1 looked at her a full hour and longed for her as one athi^ 
longeth for water. After a while she ■withdrew and shut me 
door; whereupon I left the garden and sought my lodging, knowing 
that 1 could not get at her and that I was no man for her, more 
especially as \ was become like a woman, having no cvanly tool. 
tuOTeover she was a King's daughter and 1 but a merchant 
so how could I have access to the like of her ot— to any oti^ 
woman? Accordingly, when these my companions ma^ rrady 
for the road, I also made preparation and set out wito them, 
and we journeyed towards this city dll we arrived at the place 
where ■we met with thee. Thou askedst me and I ave 
answered; and these are my adventures and peace be with 
theel" Now when Taj al^Kluluk heard that account, 
raged in his bosom and his heart and thought were occupied 
with love for the Lady Dunya; and passion and longi^ 
were sore upon him. Then he aroM and mount^ hor« an^ 
taking Aziz with him, returned to his fath^ s capital, where he 
settled him in a separate house and supplied him with all he 
needed in the way of meat and drink and dress. 7"^ ^ 
him and returned to his palace, with the tears tncklmg down his 
checks, for hearing oftentimes standeth m stead of se^ 
knowing/ And he ceased not to be in this state tOI his father 

t The popular ftffin i», "often the etf Uwelh brfsre the «yc,'* 
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came m to him and finding him wan-faced, kan of lin^ and 
tearfnl'eycd, knew that somecbing bad occurred to chagrin him 
and said, ‘*0 my son, acquaint me with thy case and tcU me 
what hath bcfaM^ th«, that thy colour is changed anti thy body 
i$ wiisted,'" So he told him ail that had passed and what talc he 
bad heard of Azii and the account of the Princess Dunya; and 
how he had fallen in love of her on hearsay, without having set 
eyes on her. Quoth his sire, “O my son, she is the daughter of a 
King whose land is far from ours: so put away this thought and 

go in to thy mother s palace,*'-^And Shahraiad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

2£I[jtR it bias ifit (Dne ^unhteh anb fCbktktij 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Watir 
Dandan continued to Zau al-Makan:—And the father of Taj al- 
Muluk spake to him on this wise, * 0 my son, her father is a 
King whose land is far from ours: so put away this thought and 
go into thy mother's palace where are live hundred maidens like 
moons, and whichsoever of them pleaseth dice, take her; or else 
we will seek for thee m marriage some one of the King 4 daugh¬ 
ters, fairer than the Lady Dunya," Answered Taj al-Muluk, "O 
my father, I desire none other, for she it is who wrought the ga¬ 
zelles which I saw, and there is no help hut that I have her; dse I 
will flee into the wold and the waste and I will slay myself for Iter 
sake." Then said his father, “Have patience with me, till I send 
to her sire and demand her in marriage, and win thee thy wish as 
1 did for mj-sdf with thy mother. Haply Allah will bring thee to 
thy desire; and, if her parent will not consent, 1 will nmke his 
kingdom quake under him with an army, whose rear shall be with 
me w^lst its van ^ball be upon him ” Then he sent for the ^'ouih 
Aziz and asked him, “O my son, tdl me dost thou know the way 
to the Camphor Islands?" He answered "Yes"; and the King 
said, "I desire of thee that thou fare with my Wazir thither," 
Replied Aziz, "1 hear and I olx:y, O King of the Age!"; where¬ 
upon the King summoned his Minister and said to him, "Devise 
me some device, whereby my son’s affair may be rightly managed, 
and fare thou forth to the Camphor Islands and demand of their 
King his daughter in marriage for my son, Tay al-Muluk." The 
Wazir replied "Hearkening and obedience." Then Taj al-Muluk 
returned to his dwdling-place and his love and longmg redoubled 
and the delay seemed c^less to him; and when the night darkened 
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around him, be wept and sighed and oomplaincd and repeated this 
poetry, 

“Dsirk falls dw night: ro>' teats unaidoJ rail • And fietost dames of 

toveiny heart auailt . , , , i * a* 

Aik tlw nights of me, atid thej’ dull tell * An 1 find aught to oo 

but W(CT 3Jid wail 2 t 1 

Nigiit-tong awalce, I watch the fitan wtuit wbik * Pour down my ebet 

tile teai^ lie diopping h^ * * i . jl 

And Imt and bm 1 ra^ grown with none to aid; * For kith and kin the 

lowJoat lover fail^ 

And when he had ended his recipg he sw'oonsd away and did not 
recover his senses till Uie roaitiing, at which time c^e to 
liim one of his father’s eunuchs and, etandir^ at i^ head, am' 
moned him to the King's presence. So he went with him mid his 
Seeing ib^t hus p^iUor Jisd iocrcasetlp exhorted h iin to 
patience and promised him union with her he loved. Then he 
Suipped Azbt and the Wazir and supplied them with presents; 
an d they sec out and fared on day and night till th^ (^w near 
the IfM of Camphor, where they halted on the hai^ of a stream, 
and the Minister despatched, a messenger to actjuaiirt the King ot 
his arriv'al. The messenger hurried forwards and md not be^ 
gone more than an hour, before tliey saw the S^ng s Chamberlains 
and Emirs advancing towards them, to meet tl^m ac a parasang s 
distance from the city e^rt them into the ro>^ p^«. 
Thev laid their gifts before the King and became his gues^ tor 

thiJdays. And on the fourth day the Waiirr^ and gomg m 

to the King, stood between his hands and acquainted 

object which induced his visit; whereat he ^ perplcydjo^ 

answer inasmuch as his daughter n^like niLn ^ 

marriage. So he bowed his head grtnmdw'^^^'hile then raised 

it and caitng one of his eunuchs, said to him, ^ 

the Lady Dunya, and repeat to her what thou hast heard ^d the 

purport of this Warir's coming " So ^e eunuch went ^ttl^ 

returning after a time, said to the fcung, O King 

when I in to the Udy Dunya and told her what IW h^i^ 

she was wYoth with exceeding wrath and ro^ at me with a ^ 

designing to break my head; so I ^d fram her, and she 

me, ‘If my Father force me to wed him, wdiomsof^ 

” tStcd Slid her sire to the Wadr and A=it. Ye ha^ hear^ 
and now ye know all! So let ymir King wot of it bm 

my salutations and say that my daughter nusUketh men and disf 
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Liketh marriage/’^-—And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day 
and ceased to say her pcnmtted say. 

il hms lt)t ^itttreb atib .^islrh 

She said^ It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that King 
Shabrimac thus addressed the Waiir and Ati^ *Salute your King 
from me and mfonn him of what ye have heard, namely that my 
daughter misliketh marriage/' So they turned away unsuccessful 
and ceased not faring on tili they rejoined the King ^d ndd him 
what had passed; whereupon he commanded the diief officers to 
summon the troops and get them ready for marching and cam' 
paigning. But the Waiir said to him, *'0 tny liege Lord, do not 
thus: the King is not at fault becai^ when his daughter learnt 
our business, 3ie sent a message saying, ‘If cay father fora me to 
wed, whomsoever 1 wed I wiS day and myself after him/ So the 
refusal cometh from her.” When the King heard his Minister's 
words he feared for Taj aJ'Muluk and said, **Verily if I make war 
on the King of the Camphor Islands and carry off his daughter, 
she will Id!! herself and it will avail me naught.” Then he told 
his son how the case stood, who hearing it said, ”0 my father, I 
cannot live without her; so I will go to her and contrive to get at 
her, even though 1 die in the attempt, and this only will I do and 
nothing else/’ Asked his father, ”How wilt thou go to her?” 
and he answered, "I will go in the guise of a merchant."^ Then 
said the King, “If thou need must go and there is no help for it, 
take with thee the Waiir and Aiii.” Then he brought out money 
from his treasuries and made ready for his son merchandise to the 
value of an hundred thousand dinars. The two had settled upon 
this action; and when the dark hours came Taj al'Muluk and Alii 
went to Azm’s lodgings and there passed that night, and the Prince 
was heart'smittm, t^ng no pleasure in food or in sleep; for 
melancholy was heavy upon him and he was agitated with longing 
for his beloved. So he bought the Creator that he would vouch' 
safe to unite him with her and he wept and groaned and wailed 
and began versifying, 

*^nion, this severanci: ended, ^11 1 see SHtiie day? * Then shall my lean 
this love-lorn lot of me portray 

While night all are forgets i only minded thee, * And thou didst gar me 
wahe while ah forgetful lay," 


* Not the lint rime that toj-hIcj hjii pti^cd thU prwit, nw the Ulf, pshiipt. 
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Afi<] when his imptovising came to an end, he wept with sore 
-weeping and Azii wept with him, for that he remembered his 
cousin; and the? both ceased not to shed tears till mornii^ 
dawned, whereupon Taj al'Mulut rose and went to farewell his 
mother, in travelling dress. She asked him of bis case and he 
r^eated the story to her; so she gave him fifty thousand gold 
pieces and bade hini adieu; and, as he fared forth, she put up 
prayers for his safety and for his union with his lover and his 
friends. Then he betook himsdf to his father and asked leave 
to depart. The King granted him permission and, presenting hm 
with other fifty thousand dinars, bade set up a tent for mm 
without the city and they pitched a pavdion wherein the traveil^ 
abode two days. Then all set out on their ioumey. New 
al'Muluk delighted in the company of Aria and smd to him, “O 
my brother, henceforth I can never part from thee. Replied Auz, 
*‘And I am of like mind and fam would I die under ^y feet: but, 
O my brother, my heart is concerned for my mother;. ^A^hen we 
shall have won our wish," said the Prince, "there will be nax^bt 
sa.vc what is Now the W^azir corvtinyed chaiiging Xsj 

Mulok to be patient, whilst Aris ectert^ed him ev^ eveni^ 
with talk and recited poetry to him and diverted him with histones 
and anecdotes. And so they fared on di%ently night and for 
two whole months, till the way became tedious to Taj al'Muluk 
and the of desire redoubled on him; and he broke out. 


"The msil is lotiswme: grow my grief and need, • While ™ my hnaat kwe- 

fires for ever feed: . i. 

Gfjil of my hopes, sole object of my wish! • By him who moulded man 

fram drop o' seed, - . r i cv 

I bear nich T oa dii of longing for thy love, • Dearest, as weiglit oi al-onuinm 


Mounts exceed: . ^ r t f 

O ‘Lady of my Wodd*' Love d«3 me die; • No breath of lift is left for Ufe 

to plead; _, 

But for the uiuon'bcrpe that lends me strength. * My weary Umb* were weak 
this way to spe^" 


When he had finished his verses, he w^t (and Aril wept with 
him) from a wounded heart, till the Minister was moved to pity 
by thdr tears and said, “O my lord, be of good cheer and keeg 
tbine eyes dear of tears; there will be naught save what is welll 
Quoth Taj al'Muluk, “O Warir* indeed I am weary of the length 


1 the Ltiljf Dufiyi* 
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o{ the way. Tell me how far we are yet dist^t from the city," 
Quoth Aaz, "But a littk way remaineth to us " Then they con< 
Linued joximey, cutting across rsvcr-vales and plains, wolds 
and stony wastes^ till one night, as Taj al'Muluk was sleeping, he 
dtearot that bis liloved was with him and that he ^braced 1^ 
and pressed her to his bosom; and he awoke quivering, shivering 
with pain, delirious with emotion, and improvised these verses, 

“Dear fnend, tny tears aye flow these cheeks acliTWiv, * With loogsome pain 
and pine, my sortow's crown: 

I plain like keening: woman child bereft, * And a& night falls Like widow* 
dm'e I groan: j » l 

An blew the brecse frotn land where thou do® wtate, * 1 find o’er simbumt 
earth sweet coolnes blown. 

Fence be wt' thee, my love, while tephyr breathes, • And cuihal flics and 
turtle makes her moan,*’ 

And when he had ended his versifying, the Wadr came to him 
and said, '’Rejoice; tlus is a good sign; so be of good cheer and keep 
thine eyes cool and clear, for thou shalt surely compass thy desire." 
And Aits also came to him and exhorted him to ratience and 
applied himself to divert him, talking with him ana telling him 
talU. So they pressed on, marching day and night, other two 
months, till there appeared to them one day at sunrise some w hite 
thing in the distance and Taj al'Muluk said to Aiui, "What is 
yon^ whiteness?" He replied, "O my lord? yonder is the 
Castle of Crystal and that is the city thou scckcst." At this the 
Prince rejoiced, and they ceased not faring forwards tiU they drew 
near the city and, as they approached it, Taj al'Muluk joyed with 
exceeding joy, and his care ceased from him. They entered in 
trader guise, the King’s son being habited as a merchant of import 
tance; and repaired to a great Khan, knowm as the Merchant^* 
Lodging. Quoth Taj al-MuIub to Aidt, "Is this the resort of the 
merchants?": and quoth he, "Ves; *tia the Khan wherein I lodged 
before " So they aL'ghted there and making their baggage caimels 
kneel, unloaded them and stored thdr goods in the warehoti^^.* 
They abode four days for test; when the Watir advised that 
should hire a large house. To this they assented and they^foufti: 
them a spacious house, htted up for festivities, ’where they 

—-^^- ; ‘ivinN 

* Tbcac w imatl Etmn^lT^mih irmns m the gmmiCbcl wtiere rshbezr 

Lt abnoFl xmpcli^blc. 
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t heir abodc and the Wasir and Asii studied to devise some device 
ffiT Tai al'Muluk who remained in i state of perplexity, Imowjng 

be should set up as a merchant on 'Change and in the market of 
S^e^ffs- so he nimcd to the Prince and his compamon and ^d 
to th n p "''Know yc that if we tany here on this wise, ^ 

n^SSIt our wish nor attain our aim; a somedung 
occurred to me whereby <if Allah please!) we sh^ had our^v^ 
RepUed Taj al Muluk and Aziz, “Do what seemeth good 
^thee LSd theri is a blessing on the greyed; more spe^y 
onSc who, like thyscH, are 

withir lh« dloTV 

whm Tai al'Muluk heard these worth, be said, 1 lus recie is 

aiKl left them unguarded, so that this youth of pi^ng 

^ leitcn^^g And others “Peradventure this is one of the 

hath come forth. And otners, rraders thev asked 

angeU.” Now when they ^ m^chants 

to salute him, ana he ana mose rtii> Wazir 

and ‘seated them and made much of them. ^UbC cf ^ i 

^ win.-mo ™ong yo. i, d.. 
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Overseer of die market?" "This is he," replied they; and behold, 
he came forward and the Wazir obse^ed him oarrowly and saw 
him to be an old man of grave and dignilkd carriage, with eunuchs 
and servants and blade slaves. The Syndic greeted them with 
the greeting of friends and was lavish in his attentions to them: 
then he seated them by his side and asked them, "Have ye any 
business which we* may have the happiness of transacting?" The 
Minister answered, “Yes; I am an old man, stricken in years, and 
have with me these two youths, with whom I have travelled 
through every town and country, entering no great dey without 
tarrying there a full year, that they might take their pleasure in 
viewing it and come to know its dtizens. Now I have visited your 
town intending to sojourn here for a while; so I want of thee a 
handsome shop in the best situation, wherein I may establish them, 
that they may traffic and learn to buy and sell and give and take, 
whilst they divert themselves with the sight of the pbee, and be^ 
come familiar with the usages of its people T' Quoth the Overseer, 
"There is no harm m that;" and, looking at the two youths, he 
was delighted with them and af ected them widi a warm afiFectioti. 
Now he was a great connoisseur of bewitching glan«^ preferring 
the lo%*e of boys to that of girls and mclining to the sour rather 
than the sweet of love. So he said to himsdf, "This, in deed, is fine 
game. Glory be to Him who created and fashioned them out of vde 
water!"’ and rising stood before them like a servant to do them 
honour. Then he went out and made ready for them a shop 
which was in the very midst of the Exchange; nor was there any 
larger or better in the ba^, for it w'as spadous and handsomely 
decorated and fitted vrith shelves of ivory and ebony wood. After 
this he delivered the keys to the Waz/r, who was dressed as an old 
merchant, saying, "Take them, 0 my brd, and Allah make it a 
blessed ahiding'place to thy two sons!" The Minister took the 
keys and the three returning to the Khan where they had alighted, 
bade the sen-ants transport to the shop all their goods and stuffs. 

-^And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saymg 

her permitted say. 


^ In tik wouiij tke A. ^urjlr nji/iUath, uMid cflly tty Etc^alcy. In Antnc it hu 

ao *iid» RgnlAcKEVDCj unA even the Eever ottlcri mpply ii to aldiCTi^gh it often 

IlU i. MHpfCff ttCld tibOU.” 

■ Mtn bein^ in of dc^Ctthle wmer'' (fuiran 7> cr gaKlaJl, 

wludi Mr. KodwcEl PcinJen ''from gmn» of Rfc/' “from kktj 
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IB^en it tiM0 tf)t ^untireli anil 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that whm tJw 
Watir cook die shop keys, be went accompanied by Taj ai-Muluk 
and Aziz to the Khan, and they bade the servants tia^port to 
the shop all their goods and stuffs and valuables of which tj^ 
had great store worth treasures of money. And whm all 
was duly done, they went to the shop and ordered their stock in 
trade and slept there that nights As soon as morning oiorro^^ 
the Waiir took the two young mm to the Hammam^bath wbm 
they washed them clean; and they donned rich dresses ^d scent™ 
themselves with essences and enjoyed themselves to the 
Now each of the yout^ was passing fair to look upon, and in the 
bath they were even as saith the poet, 

■^Luct to the Rubber, whose deft band overflies • A frame begotten twut the 

Hr of hi» craft, • And gatliens muak in fotro of 

camphor dight.*^ 

After bathing they left; and, when the Overseer heard that they 
bad gone to the Hammam, he sat down to await the m^in, and 
presently they came up to him like two gazelles: their cheeks were 
reddened by the bath and their eyes were darker than ever; their 
faces shone and they were as two lustrous moons ot cwo branchy 
fruit'laden. Now when he saw them he rose forthright ^d said 
to them. "O my sons, may your bath profit you always 
upon Taj al-Muluk replied, with the sweetest of speech, Allah l« 
bountiful to thee. O my fatheri why didst thou not come wi^ 
ns and b^the in our company? Xhen they both over iiis 
right hand and kissed it and w-alked before him to the shop, to 
entreat him honourably and show their resp^ for hm, for t^t he 
was Chief of the Merchants and the market, ^d he lud do^ 
them kindness in giving them the shop. ^ATien he saw their hi^ 


* 1*^. Wcttn by man’* teed m the tipKi of (Nfir al-hudi). 

»Thc 3 * of white tairphof.likej *rd ^ 

bnthtnait'a eltne become by mincle af Beauty, « brown mu^. m Rubber^or Sham- 
nt)ocf It calleJ til Egypt "Miikiyyi*" (TOlgifly “Muha^sitri « ba^™. 

“Kit,” a bas-giove of owfac wooHen stuff. To "Jobiiny Rawi he newe^l* »thow the 
tJtUe ttJU wiXii come off the and prove » them how uudeab ihey met but the 

Duteriol u mostly (kad scotf-^ldn- _ j , nnu.»l '*AllOt 

meooriii-)phr«mon*athoCcaawM(ihcm«»JwT*» AlWl 

give thee pttrfiil" 

VOL in. 
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quivering as they moved, desire itnd longing redoubled on him; 
and he puffed and snorted and he dex^oured thetn with his eyes, 
for he could not contain himself, repeating the while these two 
couplets, 

"Here the heatr reads a chapter of devotion pure; * Nor reads diapute if 
Heaven in wtuship paitn{zr take; 

No wundef 'tis lie trembles- walking ‘ncath such wdghtf * Huw tnuefa of 
movement that revolving sphere muat m alf ,*” 

Furthermore he said, 

“I mw twn charmen treading humble eacth, • Two I must Jove an tread 
the>‘ cm mine eyes.'" 

When they heard this, they conjured him to enter the bath with 
them a second time. He could hiirdiy behevie his ears and hasten- 
ing thither, went in with them. The Warir liad not yet left the 
bath; so when he heairi of the CK'erseer s coming, he came cut 
and meeting liim in the middle of the bath-hall invited him to 
enter. He refused, whereupon Taj al-Muluk taking him by the 
hand walked on one side and Atit by the other, and carried him 
into a cabinet; and that impure old man suhmitt^ to them, whilst 
his emotion increased on him. He would have refused, albeit this 
was w'bat he desired; but the Minister said to him, “They are thy 
sons; let them wash thee and cleanse thee," "Allah preserve 
them to thee I" exclaimed the Overseer, ""By Allah your coming 
and the coming of those with you bring down blissing and good 
luck upon our city!" And he repeated these two couplets, 

"Thou emnest arnJ green grew the liilk anew; * And swiftest bloom to 
the bridegrwm dircw, 

While aloud cried Earth and her cirth-boms too * ‘Hail and welaane who 
cQfn€£E with VO endue/ 

T^ey thanked him for this, and Taj ai'Muluk ceased not to wash 
him and Aaiz to pour water over him and be thought his soul in 
Paradise. When they had made an end of hla service, he blessed 
^nJ sat by the side of the tElkin^ but gating the 

while on the youths. Presently, the servants brought them towels, 
and they dried themselves and donned their dress. Then they 
went out, and the Minister turned to the Syndic and said to him, 


Vke «re (Iwcisd to love him onlr, tad ignonr him « Hn! treferrieiff to Koranic 
dcnunftitHwi of bjiii*." t)r ittHbunRK a partner to .SJlai, tlie rtlipon of plursUtr. 
crmeitR] nat peJytbeiffnh »oe, be totiditif tindtr cfce wcpgitt of hii bide paro 
dicm whiiir thzt «rc iquri4cJ tike the rc’^alving 
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“O my InrdJ vcriJy the bath is the Paradise* of this world." 
Replied the Overseer, "AlLih vouchsafe to thee such Paradise, and 
health to thy sons and guard cheni from the evil eye! Do ye 
lemcmber aught that the eloquent have said in praise of the bath?” 
Quoth Taj al'MuIuk, "I will repeat for thee a pair of couplets;" 
and he redted, 

“The life of the.hith is the >07 of man's life,* * Saw that time is shorr for u& 
there tnhde: ■ . . ■ , 

A Heaven, where irksamc it were to et4y; ■ A Hcil, ddightlul it cnteung- 
tisk." 


When he ended his recital, quoth Aziz, ** And I also remember two 
couplets in praise of the lath,*’ The Overseer said. Let me hear 
them;” so he repeated the following, 

"A house when flt 3 we« from stones of gnnte grow, * Seen ai its best when 
hot wiih living lowc: 

Thou deem^st it tfcU bv3t hets, Jcusxstii* is Heaven* * AtkI same like sum 
and mfjotif witiiiti it aHow.^ 


And when he had ended his radtal, his verses pleased the OverwCT 
and he wondered 3t his weirds ^ind savoured tbeir grace ^d 
facundity and said to them, "By Allah, ye possess ^th bratp 
and eloquence. But now listen to me, you twainl" And he 
began chanting, and rcdted in song the following verses, 


“O joy of HeU and Heaven* whose lonncntry * Enquidwn* frame and tod 

with lively gti«; * . , , * . 1 . . 

! muTvxl fo JdifihtscKiie hctm^ to view, * And itLOst w!M!n ncath it tin- 

dkd fira 1 $c^i , „ * L j _ __ 

3o|ourti of bliss to withaJ ^ Pool* on tnrtn potir dowri 


• )«,n« <G-«len Ddiflirt}; the m cif tliero 

aviDoca; tht g;iudini* <ttil the fiuwCey being hmiwed (hw lie ( 

Finduc, by tic bv. ii not • gre# ler friioe then Dinte *. Only ^tuirijiQe oeptou* fr^ 
iSKnt it » b« wMlj vensuikli end $ tingle veme ii tuifiaent refutation i 
lime. thiiU be ‘Pttlie «nw thw, O AHeih f their thdl 

ued the en J oT that pr»y«r »h*ll be. 'Ibaise unto CoJ, the L«d of ^ man™ ( 


10 -in Seenltnlei Itiriil *ite> beafl lnteElECtutl eondjiioii wheretn hnowUdB® 

II gready he 'moaued Ibaocviii- 17-2m. Moworer A= f« matt k>pUi than 

' nai, B*nit into pBiwliseiief s®-ralt«l "1^" _ . , 

eitam &d«nl biii«, «n., Vential The Hin^ » Eatrema 11 « Inmry .i 
a neeeMcri men *1 thm for Imur. falbti* diicfly of and t^it 

e feif; and women pam half the dnv in it eempliiinlhg of thetr Itin^n ■- ■ 
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Then his eye-sight roamed and browsed on the gardens of thdr 
beauty and he repeated these two couplets, 

"I went CO the house of the keeper'cnan; * * He wss out, but others to smile 
began; 

1 entcf^ his Heas-en' »nd thvri his * And I said 'Bless Milih* 

and bless ELirwan.*"* 

When diey heard these verses they were charmed, and the Over' 
seer invited them to his house; but they declined and returned to 
thdr own place, to rest from the great heat of the bath. So th^ 
C(X}k thdr ease there and ate and drank and passed that night in 
perfect sobce and satisfaction, till morning dawned, when they 
arose from deep and making their lesser ablution, prayed the dawn-' 
prayer and drank the morning draught.^ As soon as the sun had 
risen and the shops and markets opened, they arose and going 
forth from their place to the bazar opened their shop, winch their 
servants had already furnished, after the handsomest fashiem, and 
had spread with prayer^rugs and silken carpets and had placed on 
the divans a pair of mattresses, ca ch worth an hundred dinars. On 
cveiy mattress they had disposed a rug of skin fit for a and 
edged with a fringe of gold; and a'lniddlemosc the shop stood 
a third seat still richer, even as the place required. Then Taj 
al'MuIuk sat down on one divan, and Am on another, whilst the 
Wazir seated himself on that in the centre, and the servants stood 
before them. The city people soon heard of them and crowded 
about them, so that they sold some of their goods and not a few of 
their stuffs; for Taj al-Muluk's beauty and loveliness had become 
the talk of the town. Thus they pass^ a trifle of time, and e^'ery 
day the people flocked to them and pressed upon them more and 


* The fngpiijk^um mk cold mcrmp tsolnss^ JcSieJiifiil eo the Arab. 

*The olklanitm or bat rodm of the Imth. 

*The Atiaci wlw) acn rtf Hell; others mj he specially ptesitte* over ehe 

tormenta of the dBjnnod (Kami 

•The Dc»r-ka;pcr of Heaven before nicptioiied who, tlltc ibe Guebre Zamiy^ Juu 
clwite cif the heavenly luis v\6 luoat nn4 who it often chorired by poeti wirh Ictcihb 
them ilip- 

• Lw [i. 616)1 Myn "of wine, milk, ihcrier* or njty other beverage/^ h It wIjk^ 

A practice faintti in Penian poetry, by Hiht, liyr mrt*T dittmrtefct in a Runopean 

itoniKh^ We find the Mu AlkhAh of Tnir el-K^yi jiotidng ”cmr tuortuiig drsirshE.'* 
Nott (Hifk) uyf A ^'diKrftil cup of mcic in die moraiTi^ wa* a Invaurtce Indiil^cc wrih 
the more lueiimcui FVnuu. it w*i tmi unaHttouiii uming the EifC«tu, m ulute a 
iriend by Ma^ ytmr morning poEttlon be agna-obl* ^ ymr In the ptdent 

4 Uy (fait prtedec i* confined to fejulw Jc b a udieeA . 




Taj aL'Muluk akd the Peihcess Dunya. 




mrrr^^ till the WasiT, after c%lK)rting Taj al'Muluk to keep his 
ficcrc: cotomoideU him to the care of Ask and wrat hmne, that 
KehJ^^mune with bimsdf alone and cast atout for some 
TOnuitance which Bight prelit Ito. htowhik the two 

men su calking and "ftjal'Muluk said loAliz. Haply a^oM 

ISfel^fl^'theUpanya." 

chance days and nights, but hts heart was troubled and he 
ndther sl^ nor test; for desire had got 
love and bngina w-ere sore upon him, so he renounced the 
stoamd abstained from meat and dnnk; yet cea^ he 

?^t tebe&e moon on the night of fullness. 

he sat in the shop, behold, there came up an ancient 

And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 

permitted say. 

mien it Iras ait ©nc ©iinhrtl! mh tEhictHhirt 

there 

who came up to him JoUo^co oy rw g _ w^iTTilf and 

advandne tUI she stood before the shop of Ta) al-Mu!uk 

his synuneny and beauty and lovtlmesa. -oan^ at 
h^SL and ewS in hec petticoat 
“Pinny m Him who created thee out of vile and made 

the^t^p^oru^ Jbdtoldersr And *e fitted her ^ on 
is not a liBTtal he is ncme other Unm » 
a^eTdecrvfeg the highest respect."' Tto she drew n(» airf 

gifts and spintual graces; ®y me, ^ ® “By 

this tine, nor do! abide here save by way of diversion. Rejoined 

. Kw,. A 31 . n. «wii n-tai fit alstkk*-' WWW staS. Srf a««™. -i™. 

invited m »c B*autT 
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she, **May the Granter grant thee all honour and prosperity! And 
what stuffs hast thou brought with thee? Show me sometlung 
passing fine; for the beauteous should bnng nothing bat what is 
^udiiJ.” When he heard her words, his neart fluttered and be 
knew' not their inner meaning; hut Ask made a sign to him and 
he replied, **I have everything diou canst disirc and especially I 
have goods that besit none but Kings and King's daughters; so 
tell me what stuff thou wantest and for whom, that I may show 
thee what will be fitting for him.'* This he said, that he m^ht 
team the meaning of her words; and she rejoined, *T want a stuff 
fit for the Princess Dunya, daughter of King Sbahiiman/' Now 
when the Prince heard the name of his bdoved, lie joyed with 
great joy and said to Aziz, **Give me such a parcel- So Aziz 
nrougnt it and opened it before Taj al'Muluk w'ho said to the old 
woman, “Select what will suit her: for these goods are to be found 
only w'itb me.“ She chose stuffs worth a thousand dinars and 
asked, “How much is this?"; and she ceased not the while to 
talk ^'th him and rub what was inside her thighs with the palm of 
her hand* Answered Taj al'Muluk, “Shall I haggle with the like 
of thee about this r^try price? Praised be Allah who hath ac' 
quainted me with mee!" The old w'oman rejoined, “Allah's name 
be upon thee! I commend thy beautiful face to the protection of 
the Lord of the Daybreak.* Beautiful face and eloquent speech! 
Happy she who lieth in thy bosom and claspeth thy waist in her 
arms and enioyeth thy youth, especially if she be beautiful and 
lovely like tnysclf!" At this. Taj al'Muluk laughed CtU he fell 
on bis back and said to hims elf, “O Thou who fulfillest desires 
human by means of pimping old women! They are the true ful' 
fillers of desires!” Then 5ie asked, “O my son, what is thy 
name?** and he answered, “My name is Taj al'Muluk, the Crown 
of Kings.** Quoth she. “This is indeed a name of Kings and 
Kings sons and thou art dad in merchant's clothe.” Quoth 
Aziz, “For the bve liis parents and family bore him and for the 
value they set on him, uiey named lum thus.** Replied the old 
woman, "Thou sayese sooth, Allah guard you both from the evil 
eye and the envious, though hearts be broken by your charmsf" 
Then she took the stuffs and went her way; but she was amazed 


* A fotmialji fetf iTcrditE faacinMdfinr Korm, aollr S, mwa "ekiiTwig” 

ihc bficiting ftjrdi qf legbt from a IciiUnCc of the DirinO 

pawer." 
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at hi5 beauty and stature and symmetry, and she c^d 

tiU she found the Udy Dunya and hen 

have brought thee some handsome stuiTa. the Princess, 

"Show me that same": and the old ^*?oman, O ajaple of my eye, 
here it is, cum it over and exiimine it'\ Now when Pnmiess 
looked at it she was amazed and said, "O my nurse, th» iS uKked 
handsome stuff: I have never seen its Ukc in oiu aty, U my 
lady/* replied the oid nuise, *'he who 5old il: me jsjiandsomer still. 
It would seem as if Riswan had left the gates of Paradise m 
his carelessness, and as if the youth who sold me this ^ bad 
bodily out of Hiiiavien. i would he inight steEp this rug 
with thee and might lie between thy breasts/ He bath *p 
thy city with these precious stuffs for amusement s sake, and is 
a temptatiod to all who set eyes on him. The Princess aug 
at her words and said, "Allah afflict thee. O pemiaous old hagl 
Thou dotest and there is no sense left in thee, rresOTtl^ she 
resuni^di **Give me the stuff thxit I m&y look ac it answ. So ^ 
gave it her and she took it ap^in and saw that its size 
and its value grrat. It pleased her. for she had never m Hct We 
seen its like, and exclaimed, "By Alk^ this is a h^^me 
stuff!” Answered the old woman, "O my lady, by Allah! it thou 
sawest its owner thou tvouldst know him for the handsoi^t man 
on the face of the earth, * Quoth the Lady Duny^, Didst u 
ask him if he bad any need, that he mi^t tdl os and wc ^Sht 
sa^tisfy it?^' But the nufs^ shook her head and said^ 
ke^ thy sagacity! By Allah, he hath a want, m^y ^y 
fail thee. What! is any man free from wants?" Rejoined Ae 
Princess, "Go back to him and salute him and «y to lum. ‘Our 
land and town are honoured by thy visit and, if mou Im'^ any 
need, we will fulfil it to thee, on our head and eyes. So me old 
woman at once retumed to Taj ahMuluk, and when he »w ^ his 
heart jumped for joy and gla^c^ and be rose to ^ eet ore 
her and, taking her hand, seated her by bis side. sc^ as she 

was rested, she told him wbac Princess Dunya had OTid; and he 
on hearing it joyed with exceeding joy; his bi^t c^t^ Co 
full; gladness enccred his heart and he said to hii^lt> * 

have my need” Then he asked the old woman, Haply thou wfft 
her a mess^c from me and bring me her answer? ; and she 


* The tuu^I delksiiC chiC 
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answered, “I hear and 1 obey" So he said to Aiii. “Bmg me 
ink-casc and paper and a brasen pea-" An^l when AsiZ bniught 
him what he Lught, he hent the pen in hand and wrote these hnes 

of poetry, 

-I w th«, O fondest 1 wnt • Of grid d«t on my 

Saithto S? iSi; 'Wit^ my heart ifi teweV * its second. 'Luve and 
Its is, fades my life!* • Sts fourth. Naujjht shaJl 

Its S'eyes ^^joy thy sight?’ * 1“ 

shall dawn our mwting'oay?' ” 

And. lastly, by way of subscription he wrote these words. 
to fe (ram L iptiv-e of captfv to • pto«l« nho ho d of 
bpsinE expectation * wberetrom is no ojonapation but in 
antSiparion and intercourse and in unihcacion * 
separation. * For from the severance ot fnen^he loveth 
Ssufereth love-pangs and pining pain. *" Then his tears rushed 
out, and be indit^ these two couplets, 

“I write dice, lovt, the while my leaia pour down; * Nor cease they ever 

V« iX%V“5i;"y‘GU to snu. • ttplv »»« day to 

ufi. tc meet.* 

Then he folded the letter' and sealed it with h^ agnec-ring and 
gave it to the old woman, saying, "Cany ic to the Lady Dunya. 
Quoth she, 'To hear is to obey;" whereupon he pvc her a 
thousand dinars and said to her, "O my mother! acc^t this gift 
from me as a token of my affection. She took Itoth from him 
and blessed him and went her way and never sti^ walking nU 

she went in to the Lady Dunya. Now wh^ the saw b^ 

she said to her, “O ray nurse, what ts it he a^eth of 

wc may fulfil his widi to him?" Replied the old woman. O my 


■Ikbitrat jn fbe Ewtyiiwl foliltd till The brwuJ* ii nAiittA » itiout cm weft. The 

^ - *Wm ink mini Idkc c?ur Jncfiwi iJiki 11 «iiicap«l tfac trpiiw ihe 

.he pl-ee’wbere i<«.» be -pylied «.Jlihily weti^ «tb ^e 

an Dri^nal Iwe-^tei i>f ihe kmJ m '‘Scinile. w the Uahapiiy Valley, «hijrt, iv. 
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lady, he sendeth thee this letter by me, and I know not what is in 
it:" and lianded it to her. Then the Princess took the letter and 
read it; and when she understood it, she exclaimed, "Whence 
cometh and whither goeth this merchant man that he durst 
address such a letter to me?" And she slapt her iace saying, 
“Whence are we that we should come to shopkeeping? Awah! 
Awah! By the lord, but that I fear Almighty Allah 1 had slain 
him ” and she add^ 'Tea, I had cnicifiej* him over his shop' 
door!" Asked the old woman, “What is in this letter to vex 
thy heart and move thy wrath on this wise? Doth it contain a 
complaint of oppression or demand ior the price of the scuff? 
Answered the Princess, "Woe to thee! There is none of this in it, 
naught but words of love and endearment. This is all through 
thee: otlierwise ivhence should this Satan* know me?" Rejoined 
the old w'oman, *'0 my lady, thou fittest in thy high palace and 
none may ha%'e access to thee; no, not even the birds of the air. 
Allah keep thee, and keep thy youth from blame and reproach! 
Thou needest not care for the barking of dogs, for thou art a 
Princess, the daughter of a King, Be not WTotb with me that I 
brought thee this letter, knowing not what was in it; but 1 opine 
that thou send him an answer and threaten him with death and 
forbid him this foolish talk; surely he will abstain and not do the 
like again," Quoth the Lady Dunya, “I fear that, if I write to 
him, he will desire me the mure.” The old woman returned, 
**Wlien he heareth thy threats and promise of punishment, he will 
desist from bis persistence." She cried, '*Here with the ink-case 
and paper and braxen pen;" and when they brought them she 
wrote these couplets. 


* Arab. "Salb*^ frbkh muT akd mcstii hnn^n^^ bat die term fqr the brter in The 

Nlghti ii "ihanftit,*' Crmi&JtlM4 aholiftbed bj Ccwi^EJinikep wa* 

pru:t3AR! AE t Kfvdc (Kurri^itieiit ai kce ag rhe daT* Moh ttmtniid Afi tbe Great, 

ITic itiAlefeicwn were ried the fraiihulmti ctf crow-pim wilb&wE uif ?up- 

pejmeum w Jiml left W itifFcr mraam from flsd anri thsm and huneef- 

The^ ofcEH lired three dsiyj iiwd Std of ibt aroundi momfyinj wad the nfrvroiai oihauitkiri 
bnntttht on hj ETiiinpt wid cnflifukton*- In fiusHy a« the kfi tti fed the 

kite* anti inid thH added hormr to ihc dttth hSflilcmiCJJt little for mere had^-B- 

whtnem a bnaticjl nm6ty is tn he piiaiilwdp the matcfticfw shoiJd he in 

hit body burnt and fhc anbc* puyklv ihiwn low i txrmman cwpcxil 

* hrAii ''Shjytln” fJiJr itrioJwTt w tchtlUwn oJir I* i comnitm tcmi i?f abiase. Tht srend 
h Koraziiif, mad botmwed ne amid fmm ihc Jm. ""Saran'^ ocenri fnuT times in thi O. T* 
of which two itt in jijb whtMp Wever. be i* * $ubofiimAfc angcL 
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"O ihDu who lor thy wikfilul wouldst cbim my krvt to boon, * For 

what of pining them must feel and tHbulation! 

Dost thou, food fool ami pioyd of sect jo^eting witi rfws Mdoo? 

* did man ever %^'in lu5 wish to cake in anus the Mocm? 

1 eounsid thee, from soul cast out the wish that dwdls tbcnrini * And cut 
that short which chniaLccts ihcc with sore risk ovcrsoofi: 

An to such talk, thou date sretum, I bid thee to c^pM • Fro* me such awful 
pcnaltj' as smtedi fioward loon; 

I swcir by Him who moulded man fiYun giout of dotted bloody* * Who lit 
the Suii to shine by day aruJ lit fur nigta the moon. 

An thou return to mentioa that thou spakesc in thy pride, • Upon a cross of 
tree for boon Til have thee cruddedr 

Then ‘jbe folded the letter and handing ic to the old woman said^ 
‘"Give him this and say hJm^ 'Cease from this talk!'‘'Hearko>- 
ing and obedience/* replied she, and taking the letter with 
retiuned to her own house;, where ishe passed the mght; and when 
morning dawned she becoob herself to the shop of Taj at-Muluk 
whom ^e found exp^ling her. When be saw her, he was ready 
Co f^or delight, and when she came up to him, he stood to her 
on his feet and seated her by Jus side. Then she brought out the 
letter and gave ft to him, saying, *"Read what is in th^;" adding 
"When Princess Dunya read thy letter she was angry; but I 
coaxed ber and jested with her till I made her laugh, and she 
had pity on thee and she liath returned thee an answer," He 
thanked her for her kindnes and bade Asia give her a thousand 
gold pieces: then he perused the letter and understanding it fell 
to weeping a weeping so sore that the old woman's heart was 
moved to ruth for him, and his tears and complaints were grievous 
to her. Presently she asked him, “O my son, what is there in this 
letter to make thee weep?" Answered he, "She hath threatened 
me with death and cru^xion and she forhiddeth me to write to 
her, but if I write not my death were better than my Ufe. So 
take thou my answer to the letter and let her work her will." 


* Atah>. M$k fram the ICotatt YsU- S. *' O men « . . ctTfuadcr that ws fint creit}^ ™i 
of dtiiE (Adw); oftemani^ of seed (Rodwe^r# gmmft af oftervvdft of a 

little coa 4 jiikfid fesr due* of) hboil*' tt tp ill minktmi etcept Adam, Etc and Im, 
Alw diitpf. atevL 2, which, bfcn «Ut wm (RoUbljr rhe firti Memh. 

Mr. Rwlwdi IT 101 Tramlajp hy "Stream of God"' wJwi ihotiy he of .AElih;’ 

■liuding TO Mohimmedi'i orteijul ntmt Abdullah. Sec my Icamed ^end Aluyt Sfinyiger, 
LebcUp fEC,, I. \SL 

■ The Htndua BntkUrfT- '^He wmi rady tn leap oui of hii piitn in hit deS^t'^ 

JlCiTha, eit^ pL 443). 
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Rejoined the old woman, “By the life of thy youth, needs muse 
I risi! my existence for thee, chat I may Kring thee to thy 
desire and help thee to win what thou hast at heaTt!" And 
Taj al'MuluJt said, “Whatever them dost, 1 will requite thee for 
it and do thou weigh it in the scales of thy judgemenc, for thou 
art experienced in managing matters, and in readmg the 

chapters of the book of intrigue: all hard matters to thee are 
easy doings; and Allah can bring about ev'erything.” Then 
he Cook a dieet of paper and wrote thereon these improvised 
couplets, 

"Yesar'en my love with ^ughter menaced me, * But sweei were 
tnd Deaths fareordainedr 

Yes, Death b sweet for lover doomed to bear • Long life, rejected, in* 
juted and cotiKiaincd; 

By Ailahl deign to visit fruetuUes friend:! * Thy ihralL am I and like a thiah 
I'm chained: 

Meny, O lady iniiK, for loving thecl * Who loveth noiile toul dwild 
be assain^. ” 

Then he sighed heavy sighs and wept till the old woman wept 
also; and presently taking the letter said to him, “Be of gpM 
cheer and cool eyes and dear; for needs must 1 bring thee K} chy 

wish.”-And Siahrazad pertreived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


ff hiaii the 0ne l^untrcrb anb tlThfcti^fourtb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Taj 
al'Muluk wept the old woman said to him, “Be of good cheer 
and cool eyes and clear; for needs must 1 bring thee to thy wish.” 
Then she rose and left him on asals of and returned to 
Princess Dunya, whom she found scill showing on her changed face 
rage at Taj aJ'MuIuk’a letter. So she gave ha- his second letter, 
whereat her wrath redoubled and she said, “Did I not say he 
would desire us the more?” Replied the old woman, “What thing 
is this dog that he should aspire to theeT' Quoth the Princess, 
“Go back to him and tdl him chat, if he write me after this, I 
will cut off his head.” Quoth the nurse, "Write these wards in a 
letter and I will take it to him that hia feu* may be the greater.” 
So she took a sheet of paper and wrote thereon these couplets. 
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‘'Ho tbou^ who pa$t and ^gofW rists rcgankst with uncarct ^ Thou who to 
w4n thy mecting^prisc tkst c^mlowly fare? 

In pride of spirit thiiikest ihou ki win the star Soha*?^ Albe thou may noC 
reach the Mccm which through upper air? 

How dare^ th™ expect to wm my favours hope to dip ^ Upon ^ Inver i 
burning breast my Imks lilte a™ rare? j „ 4 a 

Leave this thy purpose Im my wrath come down thee da>. A day 
of wrath shall hoary rum the parting of ihy hair! 


■Then she folded the letter and eave it to the old woman, who took 
it and repaired lo Tai al^Muluk. And when he saw her, he nw 
to hh feet and exclaimed, ‘^May Allah ne\'er bereave me of ihe 
blessing of thy coming!" Quoth she, ‘Take the answer to thy 
letter." He took it and reading it, wept with sore weeping and 
said, “I tong for some one to me at this moment and send 
me to my rat, tor indeed death were easier to me than this my 
state!” Then he took ink'case and pen and paper and wrote a 
letter containing these two couplets^ 


"O lu5pe of me! puraoc me rrot with rigour and disdain: • Deign tium to 
mint lovcT'wight in love of thns is dmwTKd: * , r 

Dean net a life 90 deepljf wnwigai I liMi|feT will codote; • My soot for 
frowi £uy friciul divorccti ritis inuuc luisoumJr 


Lastly he folded the letter and handed it to the old woman, saying, 
“Be not angry with me. though I have wearied thee to no pnr- 
pose." And he bade Aziz give her other thousand ducats, saying, 
^cTmy mother, needs must this letter result in perfect union or 
utter severance.” Replied she, "O my son, by Allah, 1 desire 
nought but thy weal; and it is my object that she be thine, for 
indeed thou art the shinin g moon, and she the rising sun,‘ If 1 


‘ A ffiitr in dve nil ef ihu Great Bear, tine of the '“Banfit al-Ka'ish," or ■ ster rfose to 
dw «mna. Itj principal lue is n ecc fgit to briijht Sohavl (Canopial as in the tcsinEuiiB 
of JAflil'i ^ 

T» whwft TKtfy'rt liid, dar <lflrkKHiw nlgihij: 

Ta wham Scfhl At Sohayl is bngbt# 

Set bIk a|JHt*Tiw (Mfidl. Aflii AAiTfi-)- The shciw liff Soka aitd she me 

the moan'^ (A- i'. L 547 ) tme aa IbUcrwJL In the l^norjmcc i tuaiidfiil 
any maa tskt htrmaidinhefld; ttfui i oenain ibai iLGkaii wmn. itc gtmt by ^trufislihi 
with htJ 6 \\ ihc wfti fiearly KunchrsaL He then aikol licr, It ihtnc eyc-aipht ; ^ 
tluw xc Soha.^ anti the, in her cuaifknon, pointEti w the n?t»rt tnd uid, "Tlui i$ lif* 
*Thc nmn Ldn^ maiCnlinf (Uinua) ud ihe vi4ii femmina- 
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do not brine you together, there is no profit in my existence; and 
i have hvea my life till 1 have reached the age of ninety years m 
the practice of wile and intrigue; so how should I fail to unite 
two lover^ though in defianoe of nght and law?"^ Then she took 
leave of him having comforted his heart, and ceased not walking 
till she tvent in to the Lady Dunya, Now she had hidden the 
letter in her hair: so when she sat down by the Princess she 
nibbed lier head and said, “O my lady, maybe thou wilt untwist 
my haiT'knor, tor it is a time since I w'cnt to the Hammam,** The 
King's daughter bared her arms to the elbows and, letting down 
the old wriman's lochs, began to looise the knot of back hair; 
w'hen out dropped the letter and die Lady Dunya, seeing it, asked, 
"What is this paper?" Quoth the nurse, "As 1 sat in the mer- 
chants shop, this paper must have stuck to me: dve it to me that 
I may return it to him; possibly it container some account 
whereof he hath need." But the Princess opened it and read it 
and, when she understood it, she cned out, "This is one of thy 
manhold tricks, and hadst thou not reared me, I would lay violent 
hands on thee this momentl Verily Allah hath aiOicted me with 
this merchant: but all that hath befallen me with him is on thy 
head. I know not from whnt country this one can have come: 
no man but he would venture to affront me thus, and I fear lest 
this my case get abroad, more by token as it concemeth one who 
is neither of my kin nor of my peers." Rejoined the old woman, 
"None would dare speak of this for fear of thy w*rath and for awe 
of thy sire; so there can be no harm in sendhig him an answer.'* 
Quoth the Princess, "'O my nurse, verily this erne is a perfect 
Satan! How durst he use such language to me and not dread the 
Sultan's rage, fndecd, I am perplexed about his case: if I order 
him to be put to death, it were unjust; and if I leave him alive hts 
boldn^ will increase," Quoth the old woman, "Come, write liim 
a letter; it may be he will desist in dread." So she called for 
paper and ink'Case and pen and wrote these ccmplets, 

"Tty folly drives thee on thoush long I chid, * Wriung in verse; how long 
shall I forbid? 

For all forhtddal thou persistesi oiore, * And my sole grace it is to keep 
ir hid; 

Then hide thy love nor ever dare reveal, * For an thou speak, of thee HI 
soon be lid; 

If TO ihy silly speech thou turn anew, * Ravens shall cmak for thee the 
wold amid: 
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AikI Death shall cooie ind bisai th« down crc Jwig, • Put nut of sight and 
bury 'ntath aa cajrhcn lid: 

Thy folkr fond thou'lt leave for thee to mcnini, * And through their 
lives Co turruw all forlum ' 

Then die folded the letter and committed it to die old wcmaDt 
took it amd returning to Taj al-hduluk, gave tt to him. When 
he read it, he knew that the Princess was hard-hearted and that be 
should not win access to her; so he complained of his case to the 
Wazir and besought his counseL Quoth the Minister, “Know 
thou chat naught will proht thee save that thou write to her and 
invoke the retribution of Heaven upon her/' And quoth the 
Fhince, “O my brother, O Asis, do thou write to her as if my 
tongue spake, according to thy knowledge.** $0 Azh: took a paper 
and wrote these couplets, 

•‘By dus Five Shaylchs,’ O Lord, I pr»y driver met * Let Iier for wbcan I 
siifer beir likd miseryi 

Thou knowe$t how I fry is flamin g bwe of bee, • While die I love hath 
naught of ruth gr cbmency: 

How tong shall I, de^ite my paio, her fedtngs qian? * How long ahall she 
wreak tyranny o'er weakling me? 

In pains of never-ceasing Ucith X ever grieve; • O Lord, deign aid; nanic 
other helping hand 1 see. 

How fain would I forget her and forget her love! • But hgw fni^ when 
Love ganed Patietice deatlx to dree? 

O thou who hinderost Uivc to ’joy fair mcering-tide * Sayl art thou safe 
fnm Time and Fortune's jealousy? 

Alt thou not glad and blest with happy life, whde I * Fnan folk and 
country for thy love am doom^ ficc?” 

Then Aziz folded the letter and gave it to Taj al-Muluk, who read 
it and was pleased with it. So he handed it to the old woman, 
who took it and went in with it to Princess Dunya, But when she 
read it and mastered the meaning thereof, she wos enraged with 
great r^ and said, “All that hath befallen me comcth by means 
of this ilhomened old woman!** Then she cried out to the damsels 
and eunuchs, saying, “Setae this old hag, this accursed crickstress 
and beat her with your slippers!’* So they came down upon her 
till she swooned away; and, when she came to herself, the Princess 
said to her, “By the Lord! O wicked old woman, did I not fear 
Almighty Allah, i would sky thee.** Then quo^ she to them. 
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“Beat her again" and they did so td] she fainted a second tim^ 
whereupon she bade them drag her forth and throw her outside the 
paiace'door. So they dragged her along on her face and threw her 
down before the gate; but as soon as she revh'ed she got up from 
the ground and, walking and sitting by turns, made her way home. 
There she pass^ the night till morning, when she arose and went 
to Taj al'Muluk and told them ail chat had occurred. He was 
distressed at this grievous news and said, "O my mother^ hard 
indeed to us is that which hath befallen thee, but all things are 
according to fate and man's lot/' Replied she, “Be of good cheer 
and keep thine eyes cool and clear, for I will not give over striving 
till I have brought thee and her together, and made thee enjoy this 
wanton who hath burnt my skin w'ith hating.” Asked the Prince, 
'Tell me what caused her to hate men;’’ and the old woman 
answered, "It arose from what she saw in a dream " “And what 
was tl^ dre^?" “ 'Twas this: one night, as she lay asleep, she 
saw a fowler spread his net upon the ground and scatti^ wheat' 
grain round it. Then he sat down hard by, and not a bird in the 
neighbourhood but flocked to his toils. Amongst the re® she 
beheld a pair of pigeons, male and female; and, whilst she was 
watching the net, behold, the male bird's foot caught in the meshra 
and he began to struggle: whereupon all the other birds took 
fright and flew away. But presently his mate came back and 
hovered over him, then alighted on the toils unobserved by the 
fowler, and fell to pecking widi her beak and pulling at the medi 
in which the uale bird's focft was tangled, till she released the toes 
and they flew away together. Then the fowler came up, mended his 
net and seated himself afar ofl". After an hour or so the birds flew 
back and the female pigron was caught in the net; whereupon all 
the other birds took fright and scurried away: and the male pigeon 
fled with the test and did not return to hu; mate, but the fowler 
came up and took the female pigeon and cut her throat. The 
Princess awoke, troubled by her dream, and said, All males 
are like this pigeon, worthl^ creatures; and men in general lack 
grace and goodness to women.* *' ^^^en the old woman had ended 
her story, the Prince said to her, "O my mother, I desire to have 
one look at her, though it be my death; so do thou ^intrive me 
some contrivance for seeing her.’* She replied, “Know then that 
she hath under her palace windows a garden wherein she taketh 
her pleasure: and thither she resorteth once in in-'cry month by the 
private door. After ten days, the time of her thus going forth to 
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divert wlU arrive; so when she is about to visit the garden, 

1 will come and ccU thee, that thou mayst gp thither and meet her. 
And look thou leave not the garden, tor haply, an she see thy 
beauty and loveliness, her heart will be cakm with bye of thee, 
and love is the most potent means of union " He said, “'I hear and 
obey;*’ whereupon be and Ariz arose and left the shop and, taking 
the dd woman with them, showed her the place where they 
lodged. Then said Taj al-Mulok to “O my brother, 

I have no need of the shop now, having fulfUled my purpose 
of it; so 1 give it to thee wh all that is in it; for that thou 
Kagr come abroad with me and hast left thy native land for my 
sake." Aria accepted his gift and then they sat conversing, 
while the Prince questioned liim of the arange adventures 
which had befallen him, and his companion acquainted him 
with the particulars thereof. Presently, they went to the Warir 
and, reporting to lum Taj aldvtuluk's purpose:, asked him, “What 
is to be donjc?" “Let tis gp to me garden," answered he. 
So and every donned richest clothes and went forth, followed 
by three white slaves to the garden, which they found thick with 
thickets and railing its rills. When they savt the keeper sitting at 
the gate, they saluted him with the Salam and he returned their 
salute. Then the Warir gave him an hundred gold pieces, saying, 
"Prithee, take this small sum and fetch us somewhat to eat; for 
we are strangers and I have with me these two lads whom 1 wish 
to divertThe Gardener took the sequins and said to them, 
"Enter and amuse yourselves in the garden, for iris all yours; and 
sit down till I bring you what food you require " So he went to 
the market while ihe Warir and Taj al'MuIuk and Ariz entered 
the garden. And shortly after leaving for the bazar the Gardener 
returned with a roasted Iamb and cot ton-white bread, which he 
placed before them, and they ate ami drank; thereupon he served 
up sweetmeats, and they ate of them, and washed their hands and 
sat talking. Presently the Wazir said to the ^rth'kcepcr, ‘Tel! 
me about this garden: is it thine or dost thou rent it?" The 
Shaykh repLed, “It doth not belong to me, but to mir King's 
daughter, the Princess Dunya.” "What be thy monthly wages? 
asked the Wazir and he answered, *'One dinar and no more r Then 
the Ministerlookcd round about the garden and, seeing in its midst 
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a pavdion (all and gtand hut old and disused, said to the keeper, 
"O ddcr, I ani imnt^ to do here a good work, by which thou shalt 
remember me," Replied the other, "O my lord, what is the good 
work thou wouldest do?” ‘Take these three hundred dinars,” 
rejoined the Wazir. When the Keeper heard speak of the gold, 
he said, "O my lor^ whatso thou wut, do!” So the Wazir gave 
him the monies, saying, "Inshallah, we will make a good work in 
this place!” Then they left him and returned to their lodging, 
where they passed the night; and when it was the next day, the 
Minister sent for a plasterer and a painter and a skilful goldsmith 
and, furnishing them with all the tools they wanted, earned them 
to die garden, where he bade them whitewash the w’alls of the 
pavilion and decorate it with various kinds of paintings. Moreover 
te sent for gold and lapis lazuli‘ and said to the painter, ”Fig«^ 
me on the wall, at the upper end of this hall, a man'fowlcr w'ith 
his nets spread and birds falling into them and a female pigeon 
entangled in the meshes by her bill” And when the painter had 
finished his picture on one side, the Wazir said. “Figure me on the 
other side a simibr figure and represent the she pigeon alone in the 
snare and the fowler Eeizing her and setting the Jnufe to her neck; 
and draw on the third side-wall, a great raptor dutching the mak 
pigeon, her m^tet and digging tsdons into him. Xh£ ^rdst did his 
bidding, and when he and the others had finished the designs, they 
received their hire and went away. Then the AA/azir and lus com* 
panions took leave of the Gardener and returned to their plaw, 
where they sat down to converse. And Taj a3*Muliik said to Aziz, 
“O my brother, recite me some verses; perchance it may broai^ 
my breast and dispel my dolours and quench the fire jlaming 
in my heart.” So Azh chanted with sweet modulation these 
couplets, 

“Whate’er they say of grief to lovers came, • 1. weakling I, cm single^ 

handed claim; « j i. .1.- . 

Aft seek thou waicting-^ot,* my etneaming eyes l?b«r floods that thirst 

would quench Howe'er ft Same; . 

Or wouldest view what ruin Love has wrought * With ruthless hands, then 

see this wasted fiamc-*' 
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And his eyes ran wer with teairs and he repeated the^ couplet® 
alsOt 

"Who loves mat swan-ncck and ga^k^Iike eyes, • Yet chims to know lifeV 
joys, 1 fiay be besi 

In Love is mystery, none ivail ro Iram * Save he who lovexh in pure loving 
wise. 

Allah toy heart oe'^er lighten of this love, * Nor rob thi? waJrefulnesB these 
eydids prise,” 

Then he changed the mode of song and sang these couplets? 

"Ibo Sina* in hia Canon doth opine * hovm^ best cute ii found in merry 
song 3 

In meEting Jover of a like degree^ * D^Ecrt in garden, wme-draughts long 
and strong: 

I cIkk another who of ihee might cure • While Varot and Porttine ai ded 
wdl and Jong: 

But ahi I Jeamt Lovers mortal x!l, wherrin * Ibn Sina^s recipe is food and 
wrong/'' 

After hearing them to the end^ Taj al^MuIuk was pleased with hk 
verses and wondered at his eloquence and the e^ecdlenc^ of his 
rcdtatioii, saying, ""'Indeed, thou hast done away with somewhat 
of my sorrow*'* Then quoth the Wadr, '*Of a truths there occurred 
to those of old what astoundeth those who hear it told/* Quoth 
the Prince, "*'If thou canst recall aught of this kind, prithee let 
us hear thy subtle lines and keep up the talk." So the Minister 
chanted in modulated song these couplets^ 

"Indeed I deemed thy fa^vour? might fee bought • By giftg of gdd and thingi 
that jioy the sprite: 

And t^orantly thought thee light'O’^-love, • When can thy love lay low tbe 
highmo^ might; 

Until 1 MW thee during one, that ofie • Loved wiEh all favour, cmwned 
with all delight: 

Then wot I thou by sleight canit ne'er be won • And under wing my head 1 
hid from sight: 

And in this nrat of pasddn made my wane, * Wherein I nestle morning, 
ncoft and mghn** 

So far concerning them^ but bis regards the old woman she 
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maincd shut up from tha world in her house, till it befd that the 
King’s daughter was taken with a desire to divert hersdf in the 
garden. Now’ she had never been wont so to do save in company 
^th her nurse; accordingly she sent for her and made friends with 
her and soothed her sorrow, saying, ""I w’lah to go forth to the 
garden, that 1 may divert myself with the right of its trees and 
fruits, and broaden my breast with the scent of its flowers-" Replied 
die old woman, “1 hear and obey; butikst I wouldgo to my house, 
and soon 1 will be with thee,” "pie Princess rejoined, "Go home, 
but be not long absent from me.” So the old woman left her and, 
repairing to Taj al'Muluk, said to him, "Get thee ready and don thy 
richest oress and go to the garden and find out the Gardener and 
s^ute him and then hide thyself therein." ’To hear is to obey” 
answered he; and she agreed with him upon a signal, after which 
she returned to the Lady Dunya. As soon as she was gone, the 
Warir and Aziz rose and robed Taj abMuluk in a s:plen4hd suit of 
royal raiment worth five thousand dinars, and girt nis middle with 
a girdle of gold set with gems and precious metab. Then they 
repaired to the garden and found seated at the gate the Ke^cr 
who, 2 LS soon ^ he saw the Prince^ sprang to his feet and rsceiVM 
him with all respea and reverence, and op^iing the said, 
"Enter and take thy pleasure tn looking at the garden." Now 
the Gardener knew not that the King’s daughter was to yiat the 
p1ac£ th^t day; bvit when Taj al^Muluk had been a little while 
there, he heard a hubbub and ere he could think, out issued the 
eunu^ and damsels by the private wicket. The Gardener seeing 
this came up to the PVince, informed him of her approach and said 
to him, "O my lord, what is to be done? The Princess Dunya, 
the King’s daughter, is here." Replied the Prince. "Fear not. no 
ham shall befal thee; for I will hide me somewhere about the 
garden." So the Keeper exhoned him to the utmost prudence ^d 
vrent away. Presently the Princess entered the garden ^'th her 
A^m^U and with the old woman, who said to h^f. "If th^ 
eunuchs stay with us, we shall not attain our end. So quoth she 
to the King's daughter, "O my bdy, I have somew^hat to tell thee 
which shall ease thy heart." Quoth the Princess, Say what thou 
hast to say." "O my lady, rejoined the old woman, thou 1^ to 
need of these eunuchs at a time like the present; nor wilt thou be 
able to divert thyself at thine ea.se, whilst they are with us; so 
send them away;'^ and th^ Lady Dunya, replied^ ^*Thou speakest 
sooth." Accordingly she dismissed them and presently began tp 
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waJk about, whilst Taj al'MuIuk looked upon her and fed his eyes 
on her beauty and ioveliness (but she knew it not): and every time 
he gaaed at her he fainted by reason of her passing charms.^ The 
old woman drew her on by converse till they reached the pavilion 
which the Waair had bidden be decorated, when the Princess en' 
tered and cast a glance round and perceived the picture of the birds, 
the fowler and the pigeon; whereupon she cried, “Exalted be Allah! 
This is the very counterfeit presentment of what I saw in my 
dream. She continued to gaae at the hgures of the birds and the 
fowler with his net, admiring the work, and presently she said, ‘*0 
my nurse, I have been wont to blame and hate men, but look now 
at the fowler how he hath slaughtered theshe-bird whoset free her 
mate; who was minded to return to her and aid her to escape when 
the bird of prey met him and tore him to pieces.'* Now the old 
woman feigned ignorance to her and ceased not to occupy her in 
converse, till they drew near the place where Taj al-MuIuk lay 
hidden. Thereupon she sl^ed to him to come out and walk under 
^ windows of the pavilion; and, as the Lady Dunya stood look¬ 
ing from the casement, behold, her glance fell that way and she saw 
him and noting his beauty of face and form, said to the old woman, 
“O my nurse, whence comech yonder handsome youth?" Replied 
the old woman, “I ^ow nothing of him save that I chink he must 
be some great King s son, for he attaineth comeliness in excess and 
extreme luyelmess,'’' And the Lady Dunya fdl in love with him 
to distraction; the spells which bound her were Icxised and her 
reason was overcome by his beauty and grace; and his fine stature 
proportions strongly excited her desires sexual. So she said, 
"O my nurse! this is indeed a handsome youth” and the old 
woman replied, “Thou sayest sooth, O my lady," and signed to 
Taj al'MuIuk to go home. And though desire and longing 
flamed in him and he was distraught for love, yet he went 
away and took leave of the Gardener and returned to his place, 
obeying the old woman and not daring to cross her. When he 
told the W^r and Azik that she had signed him to depart, they 
^horted him to patience, saying, **Did not the ancient dame 
know th^t there wes an object to be gained by thy departure^ she 
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had not slgnilled thee co remnt home.” Such was the case with 
Taj al'Muluk, the Waatr and Aziz, but as regards the King's 
dai^hter, the Ladjr Dunya, desire and passion redoubled upon 
she was overcome with bve and bnging and she said to 
her nurse, ”I know not how I Jihall manage a meeting with this 
youth, but through thee.” Exclaimed tt^ old woman, '*! take 
letuge with AJlah from Satan the stonedl Thou who an averse 
from men! How cometh it then that thou art thus afflict^ with 
hope and fear of this young man? Yet, by Allah, none is wordiy 
of thy youth but he.” Q^di the Lady Dun^ ‘'O my nurse, 
further my cause and help me to foregather with him, and thou 
fihaJt have of me a thousand dinars and a dress of honour worth 
as much more: but if thou aid me not to come at him, I am a 
woman in very sooth.” Replied the ancient dame, "*Go to thy 
palace and leave me to devise means for bringing you twain 
together. I will throw away my life to concent you l»th!" So 
the Lady Dunya returned to her palace, and the old woman betook 
herself to Taj al'Muluk who, when he saw her, rose to receive her 
and entreated her with respect and rmerence malting her sit by his 
side. Then she said, "The trick hath succeeded,” and told turn all 
that had passed between herself and the Princess. He asked her, 
“When is our meeting to be?”; and she answered, “To'morrow." 
So he gave her a thousand dinars and a dress of like value, and 
she took them and stinted not walking till she returned to her 
mistress, who said to her, “O my nurse! what news ot the be 
loved?” Replied she, “I have Irnmt where he liveth and will 
b rin g Kim to thee to^moiTOw,” At this the Princess was glad and 
gave her a thou^nd dinars and a dress worth as much more, and 
die took thptn and returned to her own place, where she passed the 
night till morning, Tlien she went to Taj al-XluIuk and dress' 
trig him in woman's clothes, said to him, “Follow me and sway 
from side to side' as thou steppest, and Irasten not thy pace nor 
take heed of any who speaketh to thee." And after thus charging 
him she went out, and the Prince followed her in woman's atdre 
and she continued to charge and encourage him by the way, that 
he might not be afraid; nor ceased they walking till they came to 
the Palacergate. She entered and the Prince after her, and she 
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led h im on, passing through dooii and vestibules, dU thejr bad 
passed seven doors.* As i^cy approached the seventh, she said 
to him, “Hearten thy heart and whm 1 call out to thee and 
say, 'O damsel pass on!' do not slacken thy p^, but advance 
as if about to run, When thou art in the vestibule, look to thy 
left and thou wik see a saloon with doors; count five doors and 
enter the sixth, for therein is tby desire," Asked Ta] al'Muluk, 
“And whither wilt daou go?”; and she answered, ”Mowhere shall 
I go except that perhaps 1 may drop behind thee, and the Chief 
Eunuch may detain me to chat with him ." She walked on (and 
he behind her) till she reached the door where the Chief Eunuch 
was stationed and he, seeing Taj al-Muluk with her dressKJ as a 
slave^irl, said to the old woman, "What business hath this girt 
with mee?” Replied she, ‘This is a skve'girl of whom the Lady 
Dunya hath heard that she is skilled in different kinds of work and 
she hath a mind to buy her," Rejoined the Eunuch, "T know neither 
slavegirls nor anyone else: and none shall enter here without tny 

searching according to the King's commands.”-And Shahraxad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

CBhrn it tht 0ne ^unbreb anb 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Cham¬ 
berlain Eunuch cried to the old woman, "I know neither slave-^l 
nor anyone else; and none shall enter here without my searching 
him accordingto theKing soommands." Then quoth she, feigning 
to be angry, “1 thought thee a man of sense and good breeding; 
but, if thou be changed, I will let the Princess know of it and 
her how thou hinder^ her slave-cirl;" and she cried out to Taj al- 
Muluk, saying, “Pass on, O damsm!" So he passed on into the vesti¬ 
bule as she bade him, whilst the Eunuch was silent and said no more, 
The Prince counted five doors and entered the sixth where he found 
the Princess Dunya standing and awaiting him. As soon as she saw 
him, she knew hkn and ebsped him to her breast, and he clasped 
her to bis bosom. Presently the old woman came in to them, 
having made a pretext to dismiss the Princess's slave^rls for fear 
of disgrace; ana the Lady Dunya said to her, “Be thou our door¬ 
keeper!" So she and Taj al-Mukik abode alone together and 
ceakd not kissing and embracing and twining leg with leg till 
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dawn.' When day drew near, ahe Icit him and, abutting cbe door 
upon him^ passed into another chamber, where she sat down as 
was her wont, whilst her slave'women came in to her, and she 
attended to their allairs and conversed with them. Then she said 
10 them, “Go forth from me now, for J wish to amuse myself in 
pnvacy." So they withdrew and she betook hersdf to Taj 
af'^Muldk, and the old woman brought them food, of which they 
ate and returned to amorous dalliance tOi dawn. Then the door 
was locked upon him as on the day before; and they ceased not 
to do thus for a whole month. This is hew it fared with Tai 
al'Muluk and the Lady Dunya; but as regards the Wacir ana 
Aziz when they found that the Prince had gone to the Palace of 
the King's daughter and there delayed all the wMe, they concluded 
that he would never return from it and that he was lost for ever; 
and Aziz said to the Wazir, “O my father, what shall we do?" 
He rcphcd, "O my son, this is a difficult matter, and except we 
return to his sire and tell him, he will blame us therefor." So 
they made ready at once and forthright sec out for the Green 
Land and the Country of the Two Columns, and wught Sulayman 
S haV s capital. And they traversed the valleys night and day till 
they went in to the King, and acquainted him with what had 
^fallen his son and how from the time he entered the Princess's 
Palace they had heard no news of him. At this the King was as 
though the Day of Doom had dawned for him and regret w-as sore 
upon him, and he proclaimed a Holy War* throughout his realm. 
After which he sent forth his host without the town and pitched 
tents for them and took up his abode in his pavilion, whilst the 
levies cam e from all parts of the kingdom; for his subjects loved 
him by reason of his great justice and beneficence. Then he 
marched with an army walling the horizon, and departed in quest 
of his SOD. Thus far concerning them; but as regarcb Taj 
al^Muluk and the Lady Dunya the two remained as they were 
half a year's time, whilst every day they redoubled is mutual 
affection; and love and longing and passion and desire so pressed 
upon Taj al'Muluk, that at last he opened his mind and said to 
her, “Know, O bdoved of my heart and vitals, that the longer 
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1 abide with thee^ the more Jove and longing and passioa and 
desire increase cm me, for chat I have not yet iulfiiled the whole 
of my wish.” Asked she, “ What then woiild^ thou have, O light 
of my eyes and fruit of my vitals? If thou desire aught beside 
kissing and embnucing and entwining of legs with legs, do what 
picaseth theej for, by Allah, no partner hath any pan in us.''^ 
But be answered “It is not that i wish: I would fain acquaint thee 
with my true story. Know, then, that I am no merchant, nay, 
I am a King the son of a King, and my father's name is the 
supreme King Sulayman Shah, who sent his Waair ambassador to 
thy father, to demand thee in marriage for me, but when the news 
came to thee thou wouldst not consent.* *' Then he told her his 
past from hrst to last, nor is there any avail in a twice-told tale, 
and he added, "And now I wish to return to my father, that be 
may send an ambassador to thy sire, to demand thee in 
wedlock for me, so we may be at ease." When she heard 
these words, she joyed with great joy because it suited with her 
own w'ishes, and they passed the night on this understanding. 
But it so befel by the decree of Destiny that sleep overcame them 
that night above all nights and they remained till the sun had 
risen. Now at this hour. King Shahriman was sitting on hJs 
cushion of estate, with his Emirs and Grandees before him, when 
the Syndic of the goldsmiths presented himself between his hands, 
carrying a large box. And he advanced and opening it in presence 
of the King, brought out therefrom a casket of fine work worth an 
hundred thousand dinars, for that which was therein of precious 
stones, rubies and emeralds beyond the competence of any sove-- 
reign on earth to procure. When the King saw this, he marvdled at 
its beauty; and, turning to the Chief Eunuch (him with whom the 
old w'oman had had to do), said to him, “O Kafur,^ take this casket 
and wend with it to the Princess Dunya.” The Castrate took the 
casket and repairing to the apartment of the King’s daughter 
found the door shut and the old woman asleep on the 
threshold: whereupon said he, “What! sleeping at this hour?" 
W*hen the old woman heard the Eunuch's voice she started from 
sleep and was terrified and said to him, “Wait rill I fetch the key " 
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Then she went forth and Bed for her life. Such was her (sse; 
but as regards the Epicene he^ seeing her alarm^ lifted the door 
otf its h^e'pins/ and entering found the Lady^ Dunya with 
her arms round the neck of Taj d'Muluk and both fast asleep. 
At this sight he was confounded and was preparing to letutn to 
the King) when the Princess awoke, and seeing him, was ternhed 
and changed colour and waxed pale, and said to him, “O Kafur, 
veil thou w'hat Allah hath veiled!”* * But he replied, “I cannot 
conceal aught from the King"; and, locking the door on them, 
returned to Shaluiman, who asked him, "Hast thou given the 
ca^et to the Princess?” Answered the Eunuch, "Take the casket, 
here it is for I cannot conceal aught from thee. Know that I found 
a handsome young man by the side of the Princess and they two 
asleep in one bed and m mutual embrace.” The King commanded 
them to be brought into the presence and said to them, "What 
manner of thing is this?” and, being violently enraged, seized a 
dagger and was about to strike Taj ol'Muluk with it, when the 
Lady Dunya threw herself upon him and said to her father, "Slay 
me before thou slayest him." The King reviled her and com¬ 
manded her to be token back to her chamber; then he turned to 
Taj al'MuIuk and said to him, "Woe to thee! whence art thou? 
Who is thy father and what hath emboldened thee to debauch my 
daughter?" Replied the Prince, "Know, O King, that if thou 
put me to death, thou art a lost man, and thou and all in thy 
dominions will repent the deed." Quoth the King, '‘‘How so?"; 
and quoth Taj ahMuluk, "Know that I am the son of King 
Sulayman Shah, and ere thou knowest it, he will be upon thee 
with his horse and foot." When King Shahriman heard these 
words he would have deferred killing Taj al'Muluk and woidd 
rather have put him in prison, tOl he should look into the truth of 
his words; hut his Waair said to him. "O King of die Age, it is 
my opinion that thou make haste to sby this gallows'bird who 
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dares debauch the daughters of Kings/* So the King cried to the 
headsman, "Strike off his head; lor he is a traitor/* Accordingly, 
the headsman took him and bound him fast and raised his hand to 
the htnirs, signing to consult them, a drst and a second rignak 
Uunkmg thereby to gain time in this matter;* but the King cried 
in anger to him, '■*Hcw Jong wilt thou consult others? If thou 
consult them Main 1 will strike off thine own head/’ So the 
headsman raised his hand till the hair of his armpit showed, and 

was about to smite his neck,-And Shahraaad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her pcrmitied say, 

iSiljen j( tf)l One jSjttnhreii aiih tEfjtrlP'Btxih 

She saii It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the heads^ 
tnan raised his hand to smite off his head when behold, loud cries 
arose and the folk closed their shops; whereupon the King said to 
the headsman, Wait awhile/' and despatched one to learn tKg 
new’s. The messenger fared forth and presently returned and re- 
ported, "I saw an army like the dashing sea with its clashing 
surge; and their horses curvetting Cili earth trembleth with the 
tramp; and I know no more of them/’ W^hen the King heard 
due, he was confounded and feared for his r^m !e$c it should lie 
tom from him; so he turned to his Minister and said, "Blave not 
any of our army gone forth to meet this army?" But ere he had 
done speaking, his Chamberlains entered w'ith messengers from 
the King who was approaching, and amongst them the Wadr 
who had accompanied Taj al-Muluk, They l^n by saluting the 
w’ho rose to receive them and bade them draw' near, and 
asked the cause of their coming; whereupon the Minister came 
forward from amongst them and stood before him and said. 
Know that he who hath come down upon thy realm is no King 
like unto the Kings of yore and the Sultans that went b^ore/’ 
^^And who is he? ask^ Shahriman, and the ^'arir answered, 
He is the Lord of justice and loyalty, the bruit of whose mag' 
nanimity the caravans have blazed abroad, the Sultan SiiJayman 
Shah, Lord of the Green Land and the Two Columns and the 
Mountains of Ispahan; he who loveth justice and equity, and 
hateth oppression and iniquity. And he saith to thee that his son 


’ A neomtrf prmuricfl. for At hoiJmiia wiiti imqltl asttihlj- fone hh awtv hnd br 
iTrerhiiitcu ^ 






43 


Taj al-Muluk. and thi Pioncess Dvnta. 

IS with thee and in tby city; his son, bis hearts very core and the 
fruit of his ioins, and if he find liim in safety, his aim is woo and 
rlm ii ghah have thanks and praise; but if he have been from 
chy reahn or if au^t of evil have befalko him, look thou for ruin 
and the wasting of thy rcigii! tor this thy city shall become a Wd 
wherein the raven shall ooak. Thus have 1 done my e™d to 
thee and peace be with thee!" Now when King Shahriman heard 
from the messenger these words, his heart was troubled and he 
feared for his kingdom: so he cried out for his Grandees and 
isters, Chamberlains and Lieutenants; and, when they appear^, 
he said to them, "Woe to you! Go down and search for the 
youth." Now the Prince was still under the headsman s han^ 
but he was changed by the fright he had under^gonc. Presently, 
the Wazir, chancing to glance around, saiv the Prince on the mg 
of blood and recognised bim; so he arose and threw hunself upon 
him, and so did the other envoys. Then they proceeded to Ir^ 
his bonds and they kissed his hands and feet, wbeteupem Taj ah 
Muluk opened his eyes and, recognising his father s and 

his friend Alia, fell down a-fainting for excess of delight m them. 
When King Shahriman made sure that the coming of this 
was indeed because of this youth, he confounded ^d feai^ 
with great fear; so he went up to Taj al'Muluk and, kissing his 
head, said to him, "O my son, be not wroth with me, neither 
blame the sinner for his sin; but have compassion on my grey 
hairs, and waste not my realm" Whereupon Taj al'Muluk drew 
near unto ^m and kissing his hand, replied. No harm shall come 
to thee, for indeed thou arr to me as my fadiCT: but look that 
nought ^fal my bdoved, the Lady Dun^ra! RejoinM toe 
K ing "0 my lord! fear not for her; naught but joy shall beticte 
her '* and he went on to excuse himself and made his peace with 
Sulavman Shah's Wadr, to whom he promised m\^ " 

he would conceal from the King what he had seen. Then he ba e 
his Chief Officers take the Prince with them^^d repair to the 
Hammam and clothe him in one of the best of his^ own suits and 
bring him back speedily. So they oh^ed ,t.iddmg bore 
him to the hath and clad him in the clothes which Kine hhahrunan 
had set apart for him; and brought him back to the jjrescnc^ 
chamber. When he entered the King rose to recewe him and 
made all bis Grandees stand in attendance cm him. Then Taj 
Muluk sat down to converse with his father's Wadr and with 
and he acquainced them with what had befallen him, after which 
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they said to him^ ‘"During that delay we returned to thy father 
and gave him to know that thou didst enter the palace of the 
Princ^ and didst not return therefrom; and thy case seemed 
doubtful to us. But when thy sire heard of this he mustered his 
forces; then we came to this land and indeed our coming hath 
broueht to thee relief in extreme case and to us great py." Quoth 
he, “Good fortune hath attended your every action, hist andlast.” 
While this was doing King Shahriman went in to his dat^hter. 
Princess Dunya, and found her wailing and weeping for Tat al' 
Muluk. Moreover, she had taken a sword and hzed the hilr in 
the ground and had set the point to the middle of her heart 
between her breasts; and she beat over the blade saying, “Needs 
must I slay mjradf and not survive my beloved,” WTien her 
father entered and saw her in this case, he cried out to her, saying, 
O Prince;^ of kin^^ daughters, hold thy hand and have ruth on 
thy dre and the folk of thy realm!" Tlien he came up to her and 
continued, “Let it not be that an ill thing befal thy father for thy 
sake! And he told her the whole tale that iicr lover was the sen 
of ICidg Sulayman Shah and sought her to wife and he added, 
“The marmge waiteth only for thy consent.'" Thereat she smiled 
and said, “Did I not tell thee that he was the son of a Sultan? 
By Allah, there is no help for it but that I let him crudfy thee 
on a bit of wood worth two pieces of silver!*' Replied the King, 
"O my daughter, have mercy on me. so Allah have mercy on 
thee!" Rejoined she, "Up with you and make haste and go 
bring him to me without delay." Quoth the King. “On my head 
and eyes be it?"; and lie left her and, going in Imtily to Taj al' 
Muluk, repeated her words m his ear,' So he arose and accom¬ 
panied the King to the Princess, and when she caught sight of 
her lover, she took hold of him and embraced him in her father's 
presence and hung upon him and kissed him, saying, “Thou hast 
desolated me by thine absence!" Then she turned to her father 
and said, "Sawest thou ever any that could do hurt to the like of 
this beautiful being, who is moreover a King, the son of a King, 
and of the free-born,^ guarded against ignoble deeds?" There- 
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upon King ShahrinLin went out shutting the door cm them with 
his own hand; asid he returned to the Wasir and to the other 
envoys of ijulaytuan Shah and bade them inform their King that 
his son was in health and gladness and enpying all delight of 
life with his beloved. So they retumed to l^g Sulayman and 
acquainted him with this; whereupon King Shahriman ordered 
largesse of money and vivers to me troops of King Sulayman 
Shah: and^ when they had conveyed all he had commanded, he 
bade be brought out an hundred coursers and an hundred drome^ 
daries and an hundred white slaves and an hundred concubines 
and an hundred black slaves and an hundred fem;de slaves; 
all of which he forwarded to the King as a present. Then he 
took horse, with Grandees and Chief Officers, and rode out 
of the city in the direction of the King's camp. As soon as 
Sultan Subyman Shah knew of his approach, he rose and 
advanced many paces to meet him. Now the Wazir and Azia 
had told him all the tidings, whereat he rejoiced and cried, 
“Praise be to Allah who hath granted the dearest wish of 
my 5001“ Then King Sulayman took King Shahriman in his 
arms and seated him beside himself on the royal couch, where 
they conversed awhile and had pleasure in each other's conversa' 
tion. Presently focxl was set before them, and they ate till they 
were satisfied: and sw'eetmeats and dried fruits were brought, and 
they enjoyed their dessert. And after a while came to them Taj 
al'Muluk, richly dressed and adorned, and when his father saw 
him, he stood up and embraced him and Idsed him. Then all 
who were sitting rose to do him honour; and the two Kings seated 
him betw'een them and they sat conversing a while, after which 
quoth King Sulayman Shah to King Shahriman, “I desire to have 
the mariTage'Contiact between my son and thy daughter drawn up 
in the presence of witnesses, that the wedding may be made pub- 
b'c, even as is the custom of Kings." “I hear and 1 obey," quoth 
King Shahriman and thereon summoned the Kazi and the wit* 
nesses, who came and wrote out the marriage'conttact between 
Taj al'Muluk and the Lady Dunya. Then they gaw hakhAish* of 
money and sweetmeats; and lavished incense and essences; and 
indeed it was a day of joy and gladness and all the grandees and 
soldiers rejoiced drerein. Then King Shahriman procccdal to 
dower and equip his daughter; and Taj al'Muluk said to his sire. 


* Tile Per»an werd it naw futnnlinil Aiis;a.Eg>-pdjiii. 
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“Of A truth, tbfs yDung man Axis is of the gienerous and hath done 
me a notable service, having borne wearmess with me; and he 
hath travelled with me and hath brought me to my desixt. He 
ceajsed never to show sutferance with me and exhort me to pa- 
tience dJI I accomplished my intent; and now he hath abided with 
us two whole years, and he cut off from his native land. So now I 
purpose to equip him with merchandise, that he may depart hence 
with a l^ht heart; for his country is ncarhand.** Replied his 
father, “^ght is thy rede;” 60 they made ready an hundred loads 
of the richest stuffs and the most cosriy, and Taj al'Muluk pre¬ 
sented them with great store of money to Atm, and farewelled 
him , saying, '^'O my brother and my true friend! take these loads 
and accept them from me by way of gift and token of affection, 
and go in peace to thine own country.” Axit accepted the presents 
and kissing the ground between the hands of the Prince and his 
father bade them adieu. Moreover, Ta) al'Muluk mounted and 
accompanied him three miles on his homeward way as a proof of 
amity, after which Azit conjured him to turn back, saying, "By 
Allah, O my master, were it not for my mother, I never would 
part from thee! But, good my lord! leave me not without news of 
thee." Replied Taj al'Muluk, “So be it!” Then the Prince re¬ 
turned to the city and Aziz journeyed on till he came to his 
native town; and he entered it and ceased not faring till he went 
in to his mother and found that she had huitt him a monument 
in the midst of the house and used to visit it continually. When 
he entered, he saw her with hair dishevelled and dispread over 
the tomb, weeping and repeating these lines, 

**lndced I'm ^trone to bear what^'er beial; * But weak to bear such part¬ 
ing's dire mischance: 

What hean estrangement of the friend can bear? * What strength widisLind 
assault of ttvetancer* 

Then sobs burst from her breast, and she recited also these 
couplets, 

"What's this? ! pass by tombs, and fondly greet ♦ My friends' last Knmes, 
hut Send they na leply: 

For sailh each friend, 'Reply how can t make • When pledged to clay and 
pa^Bd to etoncs I lie? 

Earth has consumed my chunns and I forget • Thy Iwe, from kith ami kin 
poor banisht I.'" 

While she was thus, behold, Aziz came in to her and when 
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saw htin , she fell down, t ainting for very joy. He sprinkled water 
on her face rill she revived and rising, took him in her anus and 
strain^ liim to her breast, whilst he in like marmer embraced 
her, Then he greeted !ier and she greeted him, and she asked 
the reason erf his long absence, whereupOT he told her all that 
had befallen him from first to last and informed her how Taj 
al'Muluk had given him an hundred loads of monies and stuffs. 
At this she rejoiced, and Atia abode with bis mother in his native 
town, weeping for what mishaps had happened to him w'ith tlm 
daughter of Dahlah the Wily One, even her who had castrated 
him, Such was the case with Aris; but as regards Taj al-Muluk he 
went in unto his beloved, the Princess Dunya, and abated her maid' 
enhead. Then King Shahriman proceeded to equip his daught^ 
for her journey with her husband and father'in-law, and batfc 
bring them provaunt and presents and rarities. So they ioa^ th^ 
beasts and set forth, whilst King Shah riman escorted them, by 
way of farew^ril, three days' journey on their way, rill King Shah 
Sulayman conjured him to return. So he took leave of them 
turned back, and Taj al'Muluk and his wife and father fared 
wards night and day, with their troops, till they drew near th^ 
capital. As soon as the news of their coming spread abroad, the 

fom decorated for them the city,-And Shahraaad perceived 

the dawn of day and ce ased saying her permitted say. 

iShtn (I toatf tfie ©ttt ^SunSrcl) anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Sl^ 
Sulayman drew n^r his capital, the folk decorated the city ^or 
htm and for his son. So they entered in state and the King, sitting 
on. his throne with his son by his side, gave alms and largest and 
loosed all who were in his jails. Then he held a second bndal for 
his son, and the sound of the singing'womcn and playe^ ut^n 
instruments was ne\^er silent for a Tvhole month, ^d the tire¬ 
women stinted not to adorn the Lady Dunya and display hCT m 
various dresses; and she tired not of the dispMng nor dd de 
women weary of gating on her. Then Taj al-Muli^, ate havi^ 
foregatheredawhile with his father and moth^. took up his sojourn 
with his wife, and they abode in all joyance of lifeand in fairest for- 
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tune, till there cajuc to them the E)estroyer of all delights.^ Now 
when the Waiir Dandan had ended the taJcof Taj al'Muluk and the 
Lady IXuiya, Zau al'Makan said to him, **Of a truth, it is the like 
of thee who tighten the mourner's heart and who deserve to be t he 
boon^companions of Kings and to guide their policy in Ae right 
way.” All this befel and they were still besieging flnns ta n ti^ o p k , 
where they lay four whole years, till they yearned after their na' 
tive land; and the troops murmured, being weary of vigil and bc' 
sieging and the endurance of fray and foray by ni ght and by day. 
Then King Zau al'Klakan summoned Rustam and Bahiam and 
Tarkash, and when they were in presence bespoke them thus, 
“■Know that we have lain here all th^ years and wc have not won 
to o^ wish; nay, we have but gained increase of care and concern; 
for indeed^ we came, thinking to take our man^bote for King Omar 
bin al Nu uman and in so domg my brother Sharrkan. was slain; 
so p our sorrow grown to sorrows twain and our auction to 
afilictions twain. All this came of the old woman Zat al'Dawahi, 
for it was she who slew the Sultan in his ki^dom and carried off 
his wife, the Queen Sophia; nor did this sum^ her, but she must 
put mother cheat on us and cut the throat of my brother Sharrkan: 
and indeed I have bound myself and sworn by the sotemnest oaths 
that there is no help but J cake biood'wit from her. What say ye? 
Ponder my address and answer me.” Then they bowed their heads 
and answered, “It is for the Wazir Dandan to opine.” So the 
Minister came forward and said, “Know O King of the Age! it 
booteth us nought to tarry here; and ‘tis my counsel that we 
strike camp and return to our own country, there to abide for a 
certain dme and after that we should return for a razsia upon the 
worstup^rs^of idols. Replied the King, “This rede is right, for 
indeed the totk weary for a s^ht of their families, and 1 am an' 
other who is also troubled with yearning after my son Kanmakan 
and my brother s daughter Kmia FaJtan, for she is in Ebjnascus 
and I know not how is her caise/" When the tnoops heard this re" 
port, they rejoiced and blessed the ^ 3£jr l^andan Then the Xing 
tade the crier call the nctreat after three days. They fell to prepar- 
the march, and, on the fourth day, they beat the big drums 
unfurled the banners and the army set forth, the Waair Dan- 
dan in the van and the King riding in the mid-battle, with the Grand 
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Chamberlain by his side; and all journeyed without ceasing, night 
and day, till they reached Baghdad city. The folk rejoiced in their 
return, and care and fear ceased from them whilst the stay'Rt' 
homes met the absentees and each Emir betook bim. to his 
own iKJUse. As for Zau al'Makan he marched up to the Palace 
and went in to his son Kanmakan, who had now reached the 
age of seven; and who used to go down to the weapon plain and 
ride. As soon as the King was rested of his journey, he entered 
the Hammam with his son, and returning, seated himself on bis 
sofa of state, whilst the Waiir Dandan took up his station before 
him and the Emirs and Lords of the realm pr^ented themselves 
and stood in attendance upon him. Then Zau al'Makan called for 
his comrade, the Fireman, who bad befriended him in his wander¬ 
ings; and, when he came into pr^ence, the King rose to do him 
honour and seated him by his side. Now- he had acquainted the 
Wash with aU the kindness and good turns which the Stoker had 
done him; and he found that the wight had waxed fat and burly 
with test and good fare, so that his neck was like an clephant^s 
throat and his mce like a dolphin's beUy. Moreover, he was grown 
dull of wit, for that he had never stiir^l from tus place; so at first 
he knew not the King by his aspect. But Zau al'Makon c^e 
up to him smiling in ms face, and greeted him after the friendliest 
fashion, saying, "How soon hast thou forgotten me?” With this 
the Fireman roused himself and, looking steadtastly at Zau at- 
Makan, made sure that he knew him; whereupon he sprang hastily 
to his feet and exclaimed, ”0 my friend, who hath made thee 
Sultan?” Then Zau al'Makan laughed at him and the Watir, 
coming up to him expounded the whole story to him and said, "In 
good sooth he was thy brother and thy friend; and now he is King 
of the land and needs must thou get great good of him . So 1 
charge thee, if he say, *Ask a boon of me,’ a^ not but for some 
great thing; for thou an very dear to him ” Quoth the Fireman, 
"I fear lest, if I ask of him aught, he may not ^oose to give it or 
may not be able to grant it." Quoth the Wasir, "^Havc no care; 
whatsoever thou astest he will give thee.” Rejoined the Stoker, 
"By Allah, I must at once aak of him a thing that is in my 
thought: every night I dream of it and implore Almighty Allah 
to vouchsafe it to me." Said the Waair, "Take heart; by Allah, 
if thou adf of him the government of Damascus, in place of his 
brother, he would surely give it thee and make thee Governor,’" 
With this the Stoker rose to his feet and Zau al-hrlakan signed to 
VOL in. 
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him to sit; but he refused, sjayingj “AlMi forfendl The days are 
gone by of my sitting m thy presence." Answered the Sultaii, 
“Not so, they endure e\'en now. Thou wast in very deed the 
cause that J am at present alive and, by Allah, whatevee thing 
most desired thou re^uirest of me, I will give that same to thee. 
But ash thou tim of Aihh, and then of me!” He said, '‘O my 
lord, 1 fear—" "Fear not," quoth the Sultan* He continued, *T 
fear to ask aught and that thou shouldst refuse it to me and it is 
cnly—" At this the King laughed and rephed, "Tt thou require 
of me the half of my kingdom 1 would sh^ it with thee: so ask 
what thou wik and leave talking/' Repeated the Fireman “1 
fear—" “Don't fear," quoth the ^g. He went on, “I fe^ lest 
1 ask a thing and thou be not able to gmnt it. U|^n this the 
Sultan waaed wroth and cried, “Ask what thou wilt. Then said 
he, “I ask, first of Allah and then of thee, that thou write me 
a patent of Syndicate over all the Firemen of the baths in the 
Holy City, Jerusalem." The Sultan and all present laughed and 
Zau al'l^kan said, “Ask something more than this/' He replied, 
“O my lord, said I not I feared that thou wouldst not choose to 
give me W’hat 1 should ask or that thou be not able to grant it? 
Therewith the Waiir signed him with his foot once and twice and 
thrice, and evety time he began, “1 ask of thee—■ Quoth the 
Sultan, "Ask and be speedy/' So he said, “1 ask thee to make 
me Chief of the Scavengers in the Holy City of Jerusalem, or in 
Damascus town." Then all those who weie present fell on their 
backs with laughter and the Waiir beat Kim; whereupon he 
turned to the Minister and said to him, “What art thou that thou 
shouldest beat me? Tis no fault of mine; didst thou not thyself 
bid me ^ some important thing?" And he added, “Let me go 
to my own land," With this, the Sultan knew that he was jesting 
and took patience wnth him aw'hile; then turned to him and said, 
“O my brother, ask of me some important thing, befitting our 
dignity,” So the Stoker said, “O King of the Age, I ask first of 
Allah and then of thee, that thou make me Viceroy of Damascus 
in the place of thy brother;" and the King replied, “Allah granteth 
thee this." Thereupon the Fireman kissed ground b^ore him 
and he bade set him a chair in his rank and vested him ^th a 
viceroy's habit. Then he wrote him a patent and sealed it with 
his own seal, and said to the Waair Dandan, "None shall go with 
him but thou; and when thou makest the return journey, do thou 
bring with diee my brother's daughter, Kuria Fakan," '^Hearken* 
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ing and obedience," answered the Miniswri and, taking the RrC' 
man, went down with him and made ready for the cnarch. Then 
the King appointed for the Stoker servants and suite, and gave 
Kim a new litter and a prinedy equipage and said to roe Emii^ 
“Whoso loveth me, let him honour this man and offerhimahandf 
some present." So each and every of the Emirs brought hiin 1^ 
gift according to his competence; and the King named him “bl 
KKan ■ and conferred on him the honourable surname of d' 
Mujihid * * As soon as the gear was ready, be went up with the 
Wasir Tlandan to the King* th^t he tnight take l^ave of him and 
ask his permission to d^art. The King rose to him and cm' 
braced him, and charged him to do justice b^-een his sub' 
jects and bade him make ready for ^bt against the Infidels 
after two years. Then they took leave of each other and the 
King,* the Fighter for the Faith hight Zibl Khan, having been 
again exhorted by Zau al'h^akan to deal fairly with his subjects, 
set out on his journey, after the Emirs had brought bim Mamelulws 
and eunuchs, even to five thousand in number, who rode after birn . 
The Grand Chamberlain also took horse, as did Bahram, captain 
of the Daylamitca, and Rustam, captain of the Persians, 
Tarkash, capmin of the Arabs, who attended to do him service; 
and they ceased not riding with him three days joumeyby way of 
honour. Then, taking thdr leave of him. they returned to Baghdad 
and the Sultan Zibl Khan and the Wadr Dandan fared on, with 
th^r suite Slid troops* till they dr^v ncm* I53in34scu$+ news 
was come, upon the wings of birds, to the notables of Damascus, 
that King Zau al'Wakan had made Sultan o\'ct Damascus a 
King named Zibl Khan and sumaraed Ai'Mujahid; so when he 
reached the city be found it dressed in his honour and everyon^ 
the pbee came out to gase on him. The new Sul^ entered lH* 
mascus in a splendid progress and went up to the citadel, where he 
sat down upon his chair of state, whilst the Waair Dao^st^ tn 
attendance on him, to acquaint him with the ranks of the Emirs 
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and thdr stations. Then the Grandees came in to hi'm and Irtccpyl 
hands and called down blessings on bim. The new King, 7.ihl 
Khan, received them gradously and b^cowed on them dieses of 
honour and various presents and bounties; after which he opened 
the treasuries and gave I^esse to the troops, great and Bmalf 
Then he governed and did justice and proceeded to equip the 
Lady Kutja Fakan, daughter of Bving Shankan, appointing her a 
litter of silken stuff. Moreover he furnished t^ Wazir Dandan 
equally well for the return journey and offered him a gift of coin; 
but he refused, saying, *'Tliou art near the time appointed by the 
King, and haply diou wilt have need of money, or after this we 
may send to seek of thee funds for the Holy War or what not ” 
Now when the Waiir was ready to march, Sultan al'Mujahid 
mounted to bid the Minister farewell and brought Kuzia Fakan to 
him, and made her enter the litter and sent with her ten dams^ 
to do her service. Thereupon they set forward, whilst King 
“Fighter for the Faith"'’ returned to his government that he might 
order affairs and get ready his munitions of war, awaiting such 
time as King Zau ahMakan should send a requisition to him. 
Such was the case with Sultan Zibl Khan, but as regards the Wazir 
Dandan, he ceased not faring forward and ffnishing off the stages, 
in company with Kuzia Fak^ till they came to Ruhbah^ after a 
month's travel and thence pushed on, till he drew near Baghdad. 
Then he sent to announce his amval to King Zau al'Makan who, 
when he beard this, took horse and rode out to meet him. The 
Wazir Dandan would have dismounted, but the King conjured 
him not to do so and urged his steed all he came up to his side. 
Then he questioned him of Zibl fChan bight Al-Mujahid, whereto 
the Wazir replied that he was well and that he had brought with 
him Kuzia Fak^ the daughter of his brother. At this the King 
rejoiced and said to Dandan, 'Down with thee and rest thee from 
the fatigue of the journey for three days, after which come to me 
again." Replied the Wazir, “With ioy and gratitude,” and betook 
himself to his own house, whilst the King rode up to his Palace 
and went in to his brother’s daughter, Kuzia Fakan, a girl of eight 
years old. When he saw her, he rejoiced in her and sorrov^ for 
her sire; then he bade make for her clothes and gave her splendid 
jewelry and ornaments, and ordered she he lodged with his son 
Kanmakan in one place. So they both grew up the brightest of 
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the people of tbdr time and the bravest; but Kuda JFakan became 
a maiden of good sense and undetstandicg and knowlec^e of the 
issues of events, whilst Kaomakao approve him a generous youth 
and freehanded, taking no care in the issue of aught. And so 
they continued till each of them attained the age of twelve. Now 
Kuzia Fakan used to ride a'horsehack and fare forth with ^ 
cou^ into the open plain and push forward and range at large 
with him in the wold; and they both Jeamt n:> smite with swords 
and spike with spears. But when they had reached the age of 
twelve, King Zau aJ'Makan, having completed his preparations 
and provisions and munitions for Holy War, sunnnoned the Wazir 
Dandan and said to him, “Know that 1 have set mind on a 
thing, which I will discover to thee, and I want thine opinion 
thereon; so do thou with speed return me a reply," Asked the 
Wazir, ‘“Whar is that, O King of the Age?”; and the other 
answered, "I am r^olved to make my son Kanmakan Sultan 
and rejoice in him in my lifetime and do batde before him 
till death overtake me. What reckest thou of this?” The 
Wazir kissed the ground before the King and replied, ‘"Know, O 
King and Sultan mine, Ixud of the Age and the time! that which 
is in thy mind is indeed good, save that it is now no tide to carry 
it out, for two reasons; me first, that thy son Kanmakan is yet of 
tender years: and the second, that it often befaUcth him who 
maketh his son King in his Life-time, to live but a little while 
thereafterward.’ And this is my reply,” Rejoined the King, 
"Know, O Waiir, that we w-ill make the Grand Chamberlaui 
guardian ot'cr him, for he is now one of the family and he married 
my sister, so that he is to me as a brother." Ouoth the Wazir, 
“Do what scemeth good to thee: we have only to obey thine 
orders.” Then the King sent for the Grand Chamberlain whom 
they brought into the presence together with the Lords of the 
^Im and he said to them, “Ye know that this my son Kanmakan 
is Ae first cavalier of the age, and that he hath no peer in striking 
with the sword and lunging with the lance; and now I appoint 
him to be Sultan over you and I make the Grand Chamberlam, 
his uncle, guardian over him.” RepUed the Chamberlain, “I am 
but a tree which thy bounty hath planted"; and Zau al'Makan 
sad, "O Chamberlin, verily this my son Kanmakan and my 
niece Kuzia Fakan are brothers* chddi^; so I hereby many 
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to him and I call those presait to witness thereof.” Then he mad 
over to his son such treasures as no tongue can describe, and. 
going tn to his sister, Nuzhat ahZaman, cold her what he hao 
done, whereat she was a glad woman and said, “Verily the twain 
are my children; Albh preser\'e thee to them and heep thy life 
for them many a yearl’ Replied he, “O my sister, I have ac' 
complished in this world all my heart desired and 1 have no fear 
for my son! yet it were well thou have an eye on him, and an eye 
on his mother.” And he charged the Chamberlain and Nuthat al' 
Zaman with the care of his eon and niece and wife, and this he 
continued to do nights and days till he fell sict and deemed surely 
that he was alx>ut to drink the cup of death; so he took to Ms 
bed, whilst the Chamberlain busied himsdf with ordering the folk 
and realm. At the end of the year, the King summoned his son 
Kanmakan and the Wazir Dandan and said, “O my son, after my 
fWth this Wazir is thy sire; for know that 1 am about to leave 
this house of life transitory for the house of enemity. And mdeed 
1 have fulfilled my wiU of this world; yet there temaineth in my 
heart one regret wMch may Allah dispd through and by thy 
hands." Asked his son, “What regret is that, O ray father?” 
Answered Zau al'Makan, “O my son, the sole regret of me is that I 
die without having avmged thy grandfather,Omar binal'Nu'uman, 
and thine uncle, Sharrkan, on an old woman whom they call 2at 
al'Dawahi; but, if Allah grant thee aid, sleep not till thou take 
thy wreak on her, and so wipe out the shame we have suffered at 
the Infix's hands; and beware of the old hag^s wile and do what 
the Waiir Dandan shall advise thee: because he from old rime 
hath been the pillar of our realm.” And his son assented to what 
he said. Then the IGng*s eyes ran over with tears and his sickness 
redoubled on Mm; whereupon his brother'in-kv?, the Chamber kin. 
took charge over the country' and, being a capable man, he judged 
and bade and forbade for the whole of that >^r; while Zau al' 
Makan was occupied with his makdy. And his sickness was sore 
upon him for four years, during which the Chief Chamberlain flat 
in his stead and gave fiUi satisfacrion to the commons and the 
nobles: and all the country blessed his rule. Such was the case 
with al'Makan and the Ghamberiain: but a.*; regards the 
King 3 son, he busted himself only with riding and lunging with 
lance and shooting with shaft, and thus also did the daughter of 
his uncle, Kuria Fakan: for he and she were wont to fare forth 
at the first of the day and return at rughtfall when she would go 
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in to her mother, and he would go tn to his mother whom he ever 
found sirting in tears by the head of his father's couch. Then he 
would tend his father all night long till daybreak, when he would 
go forth again with his cousin according to their wont. Now 2au 
al-Makan's pains and sufferings were longsomc upon him and he 
wept and b^an versifying with these couplets, 

‘*Gime is my sncngth, told is my taLc of days * And, bobye! 1 am left as 
thou dost see: 

In homiur's day mnflt hoaoured woait to bf, • And win tlw race from all 
my company. 

Would Heaven oefoie my deudi I Tnigtit behold * My eon in ssat of anpue 
til. for me; 

And ruth upon his foes, to take his wreak * With sway of sword and 
laiure lunged gallantly: 

In diis world and the nest 1 am midotie. * Except the Lord vouefatafe 
me demeticy." 

When he had ended repeating these verses, he laid his liead on his 
pillow and dosed his eyes and slept. Then saw he in his sWp 
one who said to him, "Rejoice, for thy son shall 611 the lands with 
justest sway; and he shall rule them and him shall the h'egtp obey. 
Then he awoke from his dream gladdened by the good tidings he 
had seen, and after a few (^ys, Death smote him, and bccaiue of 
his dj^ne great grief fell on the pwple of Baghdad, and simple 
and gentle mourned for him. But Time passed over him, as though 
he had never and Kamnakan's estate was changed; for the 
people of Baghdad set him aside and put him and his family in 
a place apart. Now when his mother saw this, she fell into the 
sorriest of plights and said, ^TTierc is no help but that I go to 
the Grand Chamberlain, and I must hope for the atdance of the 
Subtle, the AlbWiscl** Then she rose from her place and betook 
hcreelf to the house of the Chamberlain who was now become 
Sultan, and she found him sitting upon his ^rpet. So she went 
in to his wife, Nuzhat al'Zaman, and wept wnth sore weeping and 
said unto her, "Verily the dead hath no friend! May AIl^ never 
bring you to want as long as your age and the years endure, and 
may you not to ruk justly over rich and poor. Thine ears 
have heard and thine eyes have seen all that was ours of king* 
ship and honour and dignity and wealth and fair fortune of life 
and condition; and now Time hath turned upon us, and fate and 
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the world have betrayed us and wrought in hostile way with us; 
wherefore I come to thee craving thy favours, I from whom 
favours were cravedi for when a man dieth, women and maidens 
are brought to desptsal.'* * And she repeated these couplets, 

‘*Su£ce likoe Death such marvels can enhance, * And aeveied lives make 
lasting sevcrani:^: 

Man's days are macvcU, and their stations are * But water'pita* of pusciy 
and mischance. 

Nau^t wruigs my heart save loss of noble fhendSi • Gin rtJtind by rings of 
hard, ha^S cirainissance." 

When Nuzhai al'Zaman heard these words, she remtrobe^ her 
brother, Zau al-Makan, and his son Kanmakan, and, making hes 
draw near to her and showin g her honour, she said, “Vcrily a: this 
moment, by Allah, 1 am grown rich, and thou art poor; now by the 
Lord! we did not cease to seek thee out, but we feared to wound 
thy heart lest thou shouldest fancy our gifts to thee an alms'gift. 
Withal, whfltso weal we now enjoy is from thee and thy husbmd; 
so our house is thy house and our place thy place, and thine is all 
our w'ealth and what goods wc have bdong to thee," Then she 
robed her in sumptuous robes and set apart for her a place in the 
Palace adjoining her own: and they abode therein, she and her 
son, in all delict of life. And Nuzhat al'Zaman clothed him also 
in ^ngs’ raiment and gave to them both espccia] handmaids for 
thdr service. After a little, she related to her husband the sad 
case of the widow of her brother, Zau al'Makan, whereat his 
eyes filled with tears and he said, "‘Wouldest thou see the world 
after thee, look thou upon the world after other than thyself. 

Then entreat her honourably and enrich her poverty."-And 

Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 

®fjnt ft teas the ©ne SSmnbreb atrtr iSfgtit, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat when Nuahat 
al'Zaman related to her husband the sad case of the widow of her 
brother, Zau al-Matan, the Chatoberlain said, "Entreat her honour' 
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ably and enrich her poverty." Thus far concerning Nuzhat al' 
T' l atnun and her consort and the relict of 2^ii aJ'hiakani but as 
regards Kanmakan and his cousin Kuiia Fakao^ they grew up ami 
flourished till they waxed tike unto two fruit'laden boughs or two 
shining moons; and they reached the age of And she was 

indeed the fairest of maids who are modestly veiled, lovely'faced 
with smooth cheeks graced, and slender waist on heavy hips 
based; and her shape was the shaft's thin line and her lips were 
sweeter than old wine and the nectar of her mouth as it were the 
fountain SalsabiT^; even as saith the poet in these two oouplcts 
describing one like her, 

”As tfttyigh ptfsanc of wine on fa« lipa honfiy^dew * Dropt from ihe ripened 
giap» net mouch in clusters grew: 

And, when her frame thou daublest, and low bends her vine, • Praise her 
Crcatcir's might no creoiure ever knew," 

Of a truth Allah had united in her every charm: her dtape would 
shame the branch of waving tree and the rose before her cheeks 
craved lenity; and the honey-dew of her lips of wine made jeer, 
however old and dear, and she gladdened heart and beholder with 
joyous cheer, even as saith of her the poet, 

"Goodly of gifts tsshk, and charm those perfect eyes, * With hshe# dbaming 
Kohl and all the fair ones Kohl'd* 

And from those eync the dances pierce the lover's heut, * Like sword in 
MJr al'Mumtnina AJj s bold.’’ 


^d (the relacor contirjueth) as for Kaninakan, he became unique 
in loveliness and excelling in perfection no less; none could even 
him in qualities as in seemliness and the sheen of valour between 
bis ^es was espied, testifying for him while against him it never 
testified. The hardest hearts inclined to his side; his eyelids bore 
lashes black as by Kohl; and he was of surpassing worth in body 
and soul. And when the dovwi of lips and checks began to sprout 
bards and poets sang for him far and near. 


“Appealed fio£ my e^tciisr tit! hair had doched his check, * Aed glocsu 
o'ercrepE that eidc-fapc (saght to staler!) 

A fawn, whm eyes wxniid Kicccn on Ii« cmrms, * Each ghnee dbiU dimst 
liltt point of Khanjar'clagger.” 
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And saitb another, 

'‘Hit Iavc»' wult tuve dfiimt upOB fiu chedt * An ani; diat perfected its 
toay fight: 

I marvel at eiidi martyrs Laii'pent • Who yet with gnasny roho of 
Heav^ are dight"’' 

Now ic chanced one hoii'da^, that Kuaia Fakan fared forth, to make 
festival with certain kindred of the court, and she went surrounded 
by her handmaids. And indeed beauty encompassed her; the roses 
of her cheeks dealt envy to their mole; from out her smiling lips 
leven flashed white, gleaming like the chamomile^; and Kanmakan 
began to turn about her and devour her with his sighi, for she was 
the moon of resplendent light. Then he took heart and giving his 
tongue a start began to improvise, 

"When the diappamttd heart be healed of severance, * And lips of 
Union smile at craame of our hard mtschanoc? 

Would Heaven I knew snaU cooc same night, and with it surely bring 
* Meeting with friend who like myself endureth sugcrance,"* 

When Kuzia Fakan heard these couplets, she showed vexadon 
and disapproval and, putting on a haughty and angry air, said to 
him, thou name roe in thy verse, to shame me amongst 

folk? By Allah, if thou turn not from this talk, I will assuredly 
complain of thee to the Grand Chamberlain, Sultan of Khorasan 
and Baghdad and lord of jirstice and equity; that disgrace and 
punishment may befal th^f Kanmakan made no reply for 
anger but he returned to Baghdad; and Kuzia Fakan also returned 
to her palace and complained of her cousin to her mother, who 
said to her, "O my daughter, haply he meant thee no Imrro, and is 
he aught but an orphan? Withal, he said nought of reproach to 
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thee; so beware thou tdl fione of this, lest perchance it come to 
the Sultan s ears and he cut short his life and blot out his name 
and make it even as yesterday, whose memory hath passed away." 
However, Kanmai^'s to\^ for Kutia Pakan spi^d abroad in 
Baghdad, so that the women talked of it. Moreover, his breast 
became straitened and his patience waned and he knew not what 
to do, yet he could not hide his condition from the world. Then 
longed he to gwe vent to the pangs he endured, by reason of the 
iowe of separation: but he feared her rebuke and her wrath; so 
he began improvising, 

"Mow IS roy dread to incur reproaches, which * Disturb her ceiaper and her 
mind obscure. 

Patient til bear than: e'en as geneftnus youth * Beanth the bum of brand 
his case to cure.*'* 

-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her pennitted say. 

IStltn ft taasc tbt ^ne l^unbreb anh f^trtp-nmtb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when ^e 
Grand Chamberlain became Sultan toey named him King Sas^; 
and after he had assumed the throne be governed the people 
in righteous way. Now as he was giving audience one day, 
Kanmakan's verses came to his knowled^. Thereupon he 
repented him of the past and ^ing in to his wife Nuih^ ai¬ 
rman, said to her. “Verily, to join Halfah'grass and fine,’ is the 
greatest of risks: and man may not be trusted with woman, ro 
long as eye glanrerh and eyelid quivereth. Now thy brother's 
son, Kanmakan. is come to man's estate and it behoveth us to 
forbid him access to the rooms where anklets trinkle, and it is yet 
more needful to forbid thy daughter the company of men, for the 
like of her should be kept in &e Harim." Replied she, “Thou 
sayest Booth, O wise King?" Nest day came Kanmakan accord' 
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ing to his wont; and, going in to his aunt saluted her. She 
returned his salutation and said to him, “O my son! I have some' 
what to say to thee which 1 would fain liiiave unsaid; yet 1 must 
tell it thee despite ray inclination/' Quoth he, “Speak;" and 
quoth she, "Know then chat thy sire the Chamberlain, the father 
of Kuaia Fakan, hath heard of the verses thou madest anent her, 
and hath ordered that she be kept in the Harim and out of thy 
reach; if diereforc, O my son, thou want anything from us, I 
will send it to thee from behind the door; and thou shalt not 
look upon Kuiia Fakan nor shait thou return hither from this 
day forth." 'A^hen he heard this he arose and withdrew with' 
out speaking a single word; and, betaking himself to his mother, 
related what his aunt had said. She observed, “This all cometh 
of thine o\'ertalking. Thou knowest that the news of thy passion 
for Kuaia Fakan is noised abroad and the cattle hath spread 
everywhere how thou eatest their food and thereafter thou courtest 
their daughter/' Rejaiiied he, "And who should have her but I? 
She is the daughter of my father's brother and 1 have the best of 
rights CO her.“ Retorted his mother, "These are idle words. Be 
silent, lest haply thy talk come to King Sasan's ears and it prove 
the cause of thy losing her and the reason of thy ruin and increase 
of thine affliction. They have not sent us any supper to-night and 
we shall die an-hunger^; and were we in any land but this, we 
were already dead of famine or of shame for begging our bread." 
When Kanmakan heard these words from his mother, his regrets 
redoubled: his eyes ran over with tears and he complained and 
began improvising, 

"Miitish tliis bLune I ever bear from you: • Iviy heart Jov» her to whnn all 
tov£ ia due: 

d^Vek not ftofii me of patienoe jot or tittle, • Divorce of Parience by God'i 
House! I ruei 

WfutbluncT? preach of patience I unheed: * Here am I, love-path firmly to 
pursue! 

Indera they bar me access to my love; • Here am 1, by God's ruth no ill 
I eue! 

Good sooth my bon«, whenas they hear thy name, • Quad as birds quailEd 
when Nisua o'er them fiew:^ 

Ahf say to them who blame my love that I * Will fove that face, fair exmun 
tiU I die" 
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And when he had ended his verses he said to his ^ther^ 1 have 
no longer a pbcc in my aunt's house nor among these peopu^ 

1 will go forth from idie palace and abide in the corners ol the 
city.” So he and his mother left the court; and, having 
an abode in the neighbourhood of the poorer sort, ^ere settled; 
but she u^d to go trom time to time to King Sasan s palace and 
thence taL-R daily bread for herself and her son. As diis 
Kuzia Fakan cook her aside one day and said to her, Alas, O my 
nauncy, how is it with thy son?" Replied she, "O my daughter, 
sooth to say, he is tearful-eyed and heavy-hearted, ^ng la^ 
into the net of thy love." And she repeated to her toe 
he had made; whereupon Kutia Fakan wept and By 

Allah! I rebuked him not for his wortk, nor for ill-will to him. 
but because 1 tcared for him the lualice of foes. Indeed iny 
pas&iori for him is double th^t he feelcth for me: my ton^e iHEy 
not describe my yearning for him* and wen; it not f^ me wtra^ 
vagant wilfuincss of his words and the wanderings of his 
fadier had not cut off from him fa%'ours that besit^ nor had c^reed 
unto him exclusion and prohibition as fit, Howr^er, man s days 
bring nought but change, and patience in aU case is most 
peiadventure He who ordained our severance will vouchsate us 
reunion!” And she began versifying in these two couplets, 

SOT of mine Tinckl same sorraw I bear, • And suffer tlie like of thy eark 

Yet hide I fnan man whAt 1 suffer for pme: * Hide it too* and sudi secret to 
rr\ATt never bareP 

When his mother heard this from her, shethanked her and bfe^ 
her; then she left her and acquainted her son with what she had 
said' whereupon hi^ desire for her increased and he took heart, 
being eased of his despair and the tumofl of his love ^d care. 
And he said. "By Allah, I desire none but her!"; and he began 
improvising, 

"Leawr thw bbme. ! will list to nn flout of my foe! • I divulged a astret was 

told me tn fecep: - a j r . t. ti , 3 ,, 

He is lost to my sight for who« umon I ymn. * And I watch all the 

while he can dumber and sleep " 

So the days and nights went by whilst Kanmakan lay tossing upon 
coals of 6re,' till he reached the age of seventeen; and his beauty 
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had waat periect and his wits were at thdf brightest. One nigh t, 
as he lay awake, he communed with hitnsell and said, "'Why 
should I keep silence till I waste away and see not sny lover? 
Fault have I none save poverty; so, by Allah, 1 am resolv^ to 
remove me from this region and wander over the wild and the 
wold; for my position in this city is a torture and I have no 
friend nor lover therein to comfort me; wherefore I am detennin^ 
to distraa myself by absence from my native land dll I die and 
take my rest after this shame and tribuladon.** And he begM 
to improvise and recited these couplets, 

“Albeft my vitib quiver ‘neath this ban; » Before the lot mysdf IH os's 
tinmanl 

So puUort jne, tny vitals arc a writ ♦ Whose superscription are my tears 
that ran: 

Hdgh'hof my cousin seemeth Hoiui'niay • Ceme down to earth by reason 
of Rdwan: 

'Scapes not the dreadful sworddunge of her look • Who dares the glancing 
of thcKc cync to scan; 

O'er Allah's wtdc'Spitad world HI roam and roam, * And from such 
win what bread J can; 

Yes, o cr broad earth J U nKOi and save my soul, * All but ber absence beat' 
tag tike a man: 

With glada^e heart I'll haunt the field of Egfhi. • And msEi the bravest 
Brave ta battle-van!" 


So K anmjiksn f^red forth from the palace barefoot and he walked 
in a short-^ieeved gown, wearing on his head a skull cap of felt’ 
seven years old and carrying a scone three days stale, and in 
the deep glooms of night betook himself to the por^ of aJ-Arij of 
Baghdad. Here he waited for the gate being opened and when it 
was opened, he was the first to pass through it; and he went out 
at random and wandered about the wastes night and day. When 
the dark hours came, his mother sought him but found him npt; 
whereupon the world wajrt strait upon her for all that it was 
great and wide, and she took no delight in aught of weal it supplied. 
She looked for him a first day and a second day and a third day 
till ten days were past, but no news of him reached her. Then 
her breast became contracted and she shrieked and shrilled saying, 
*'0 my son! O my darling! thou hast revived my regrets. Sufficed 
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not what 1 endurcci, but thou must depart from my home? After 
thee 1 care not for food nor py in sleep, and naught but tears and 
mourning are left me. O my son, from what land shall 1 call 
thee? And what town hath given thee refiffie?" Then her sobs 
burst out, and she began repeadag these couplets, 

■*WeU ieimt we, eince you lef^ our ^ef and sorrow to euAaui, * While 
bows of fcvcrana shot thdr sham ui many a nulmg tain; 

They left EM, after gUthine on their selles of corduwayne * To fighc the 
very pangs of death wmle ipanned they sandy plain: 

Mysterious through the n^dy gloom tbEre canu: the moan of dove; * A 
rtng'dove, ar^ replied I, thy plaint, how duat oomplam?' 

If, by my life, h^ heart, like mme, were full of pain and pine • She bad 
not deckt her neck with ring Qor sole yddi ruddy Btain.* 

Fled is tnine own familiar friend, bequeathing me a store * Of pardng'pang 
and aheence'ache to suffer evermore." 

Then she abstained from food and drink and gave herself up to 
excessive tear-shedding and lamentatiQiL Her grief be rame 
public property far and wide and all the people of the town and 
country side wept with her and cried, “Where U tirine eye, O 
Zau al'Makan?" And they bewailed the rigours of Time, saying, 
“Would Heaven we knew what hath befallen Kanmakan that he 
0 k 1 his native town, and chased himself from the place where his 
father used to all in hungry case and do ji^ce and grace?" 
And his mother redoubled her weeping and wailing till the news of 

KMimakan's departure came to King Sasan,-And^ Shahraiad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


S^en il hum tfte <l?nf ftunhreb unli fortieth 

She said, It Hath reached me, O auspicious King, that came to 
King Sasan the tidings of the departure of Kanmafcan, through the 
Chief Emirs who said to him, “Verily he is the son of our Sovran 
and the se^ of King Omar bin al-Nu’uman and it hath reached 
us that he hath exiled himself from the land." When King Sasan 
heard these words, he was wroth with them and ordered one of 
them to be hanged by way of silencing him, whereat the fear of 
him fell upon the hearts of all the other Grandees and they dared 
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noc speak one word. Then he call^ Co mind all the kindness 
that Zau al'Makan had done hiny and how he had charged him 
with the care ot his son; wherefore be grieved for Kanmakan and 
said, "‘Needs must 1 have search made for him in all countries." 
Sc be summoned Tarkash and bade him choose an hundred horse 
and wend with them in quest of the Prince, Accordingly he went 
out and was absent ten days, after which he returned and said, “I 
can learn no tidings of him and have hit on no trace of him, nor 
can any tell me aught of him." Upon this King Sasan repented 
him of chat which he had done by the Prince; whilst Iiis mother 
abode in unrest conttoual nor would patience come at her cdlr and 
thus passed over her twenty days in heaviness all. This is how it 
fared with these; but as regards Kanmakan, when he left Baghdad, 
he went forth perplexed about his case and knowing mu w'hither 
he should go: so he fared on alone through the desert for three 
days and saw neither fexatman nor horseman; withal, his sleep fled 
and his wakefulness redoubled, for he pined after his people and 
his homestead. He ate of the herbs of the earth and drank of its 
flowing waters and siesta‘d under its trees at hours of noontide 
heats, till he turned from that road to another way and, following 
it other three days, came on the fourth to a land of green leas, dyed 
wnth the hues of plants and trees and \^^th sloping valley sides made 
to please, abounding with the fruits of the earth. It had drunken 
of the cups of the cloud, to the sound of thunders rolling loud and 
the song of the turtle'dove gently sough'd, dll its hifl'slopes w'ere 
brightly verdant and its Gelds were sweetly fragrant. Then 
Kanmakan recalled hts father’s city Baghdad, and for excess of 
emotion he broke out into verse, 

"I mm, and rcemmg hope I w return; * Yet of ntumijis see not how or 
when: 

I w«it for love of one I could not win, • Kor way of 'icaoine ills tliiit 
pressed could Lctl'’ 

When he ended his recital he wept, but presently he wiped away 
his tears and ate of the fruits of the earth enough for his present 
need. Then he made the Wuzu'ablution and prayed the ordained 
prayers which he had n^lected all this time; and he sat resting 
in that place through the livelong day. When night came he slept 
and ceased not sleeping till midnight, when he awoke and heard a 
human voice dccbimtng these couplets, 
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*'Wliat's [ifc (o flic, unless I see cbe pearly sheen * * Of tieeih I love, and 
4ight th2.t mien? 

Pray for her Biihopt who in convenes rdgn. • Vying to Imw before that 
heavenly queen. 

And Death is bghter dian the {oved one's wr^th, * Who€e phantoiii ha\inl& 
me ficsai tn cray $cette: 

O py of cup-companiom, when they moetp * And tnved and lover o'er 
each other lean! 

E'en more in tirnc of springs the lord of flowei^, * When fragrant Ifl the 
work! with blcxjcn ajkI green: 

Drainer of vimc'jiiice? up wi’ thee* for fttw * £^nh a Heawn where 
smti vratm £bw.^' 

When Kanmakan heard these disdchs his sorrows surged up; his 
tears ran down his cheeks like freshets and fiames of fire darted 
mto bis heart. So he rose to see who it was that spake these 
words^ but saw none for the thickne^ of the gloom; whereupon 
passion increased on him and he was frighienEd and nesttessnesa 
possessed him. He descended from his place to the sole of the 
valley and walked along the banks of the stream, dll he heard the 
same voice sighing heavy sighs and reciting the^ couplets^ 

'TW 'ds thy want to hide thy love perforce, • Yet viwp on day of part¬ 
ing and divored 

Twxt me and my dear love were plt^ticd \xmB; • Pledge of rminiokT, fonder 
intercourse: 

With joy iz^pircs my heart and deals it rest * Zcpfi>T, whose coolness doth 
desim enforce. 

O Sa'adi/ thiniu of me that anklet-wear^? • Or parting broke die troth 
without remorse? 

And say! shall nighte foregather and we ♦ Of suffered hardships ceU in 
soft discourse? 

Quoth she, ‘TThnu'rt daft for us and qudfth • * 'Sain thee! how many 
a friend haar turned to mrsd'' 

If taste mine eyes sweet deep while ahc"s away, * AUah with of her 
thf:se eync accurse. 

O wounds in vitals mine! for oire they hek * Onion and dirwy lip' 
sweet theriadL^"* 
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When Ranmakan heard this verse again spoken by the same voice 
yet saw no one^ he knew that the speaker was a k>ver like unto 
himsdtt debarred from union with her who loved him; and he said 
to him4lf , '* * 'Twere Ewing that this man should lay his head to 
my head and become my comiade in this my stiangerhood.'*' Then 
he hailed the sp^cr and cried out to him, saying, “O thou w'ho 
farest m sombrest night, draw near to me and tell me thy taie^ 
haply thou shalt End me one who will succour thee in thy suffer¬ 
ings/' And when the owner oi the voice heard these words, he 
cried out, "O thou that respondest to my complaint and woiildest 
hear my history, w'ho art thou amongst the knights? Art thou 
human or Jinm? Answer me speedily ere thy death draw near, 
for I have wandered in this desert some twenty days and have seen 
no one nor heard any voice but thy voice/* At these words Kan- 
makan said to himself, “This one's case is like my case, for I, even 
1, have wandered twenty days, nor during my wayfare have I seen 
man or heard voice:*' and he added, ’*! wiU make him no answer 
till day arise/' So he was silent, and the voice again called out to 
him, saying, "O thou that callest, if thou be of the Jinn fare in 
peace and, if thou be man, stay awhile till the day bre^ stark and 
the night Eee with the dark/' The speaker abode in his place and 
Ranmakan did likewise and the twain, in reciting verses never 
failed, and wept rears that railed till the light of cmy bqgan loom 
and the night departed with its gloom. Then Ranmakan looked at 
the other and found him to be of the Badawi Arabs, a youth in 
the Eower of his age: dad in worn dothes and bearing in baldrick 
a rusty sword which he kept sheathed, and the signs of love-long¬ 
ing were apparent on him. He went up to him and accosted him 
and saluted him, and the Badawi returned the salute and greeted 
him with courteous wishes for his long life, but somewhat despised 
him, seeing hu tender years and his condition, which was that of a 
pauper. So he said to him, **0 youth, of what tribe art thou and 
to whom art thou kin among the Arabs; and W'bat is thy history 
that thou goest by night, after die fashion of knights? Indeed 
thou spakest to me in the dark words such as are spoken of none 
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but dou^ty cavaLers and lion^like warriors; and now i hold thy 
U^e in hand. But 1 hax'e compassion on thee by reason of thy 
green years; so [ will make thee my companion and thou shalt go 
with me, to do me service." When Kanmakan heard him $p^k 
these unseesnly words, after showing him such skill in verse, he 
knew' that he despised him and would presume with him; therefore 
he answered him with soft and wcU-choem speech, saying, “O 
Chief of the Arabs, leave my tenderness of age and tell me why 
thou wanderest by night in the desert reciting verses. Thou 
talkcst, 1 see, of my serving thee; who then art thou and what 
moved thee to talk this wise?” Answered he, “Hark ye, boy! I 
am Sabbah, son of Rammak bin Humam.‘ My people are of the 
Arabs of Syria and 1 have a cousin, Najmah bight, who to all chat 
lode on her brings delict. And when my father died 1 was 
brought up in the house of his brother, the father of Najroah; but 
as soon 1 grew up and my unde's daughter became a woman, they 
seduded her from me and me from her, seeing that 1 was poor and 
without money in pouch. the Chiefs of the Arabs and the 

beads of the trib^ rebuked her sire, and he was abashed before 
them and consented to give me ray cousin, but upon condition that 
I should bdng him as hex dower fifty head of horses and fifty 
dromedaries which travd ten days’ wi^out a halt and fifty cam^ 
laden with wheat and a like number laden with barley, together 
with ten black slaves and ten handmaids. Thus the weight he set 
upon me was beyond my power to bear; for he exacted more than 
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the marnage'settlcment as by !aw established. So here am I, 
travdling from Syria to Irak, and I have passed twenty days with' 
out seeing other than thyseli. yet I mean to go to Baghdad that I 
may ascertain what merchant men of wealth and importance start 
thence. Then will I fare forth in their track and loot their goods, 
and 1 will slay their escoit and drive q£ their camcb with thdr 
loads. But what manner of man art thou?” Replied Ranmakan, 
'Tliy case is like unto my case, save that my evil is more grievous 
than thine ill; for my cousin is a King's daughter and the dowry of 
which thou hast spoken w'ould not con tan ha people, nor would 
they be satkhed with the like of that from me.” Quoth Sabbah, 
“Surely thou art a fool or thy wits for excess of passion are gather' 
mg wooll How can d^y cousin be a King's daughter? Thou hast no 
si^ of royal rank on thee, for thou art but a mendicant." Re' 
joined Kanmakan, ”0 Chief of the Arabs, let not this my case seem 
strange to thee; for what happened, happened;’ and if thou desire 
proof of me, I am Kanmakan, son of &ng Zau al'Makan, son of 
King Omar bin al-Nu'uman Lord of Baghdad and the realm ^or' 
asan; and Forttme banned me with her tyrant ban. for my father 
died and my Sultanate was taken by Kir^ Sasan. So 1 fled forth 
from Baghdad secretly, lest I be seen of any man, and have wan¬ 
dered twenty days without any but thyself to scan. So now I have 
discovered to thee my case, and my story is as tliy story and my 
need as thy need." When Sabbab heard this, lie cried out, “O my 
joy, I have attained my desire! 1 will have no loot this day but thy¬ 
self; for since thou art of the seed of Kings and hast come out in 
beggar^ garb, there is no help but thy people will seek thee; and, 
if th^' find thee in any one's power, they w'dl ransom thee with 
tnanies galore. So show me thy back, O my bd, and walk before 
me.” Answered Kanmakan, ”0 brother of the Arabs, aa not on 
this wise, for my people will not buy me with silver nor with gold, 
not even with a copper dirham; and 1 ara a poor man, having with 
me neither much nor little; so cease then to be upon this trade and 
take me to thy comrade. Fare we forth for the land of Irak and 
wan^r over the world, so haply we may win dower and marriage- 
portion, and we may seek and enjoy our cousins’ kiA-ys and em* 
braces when we come back." Hearing this. Sabbah waxed angry; 
his arrogance and fury redoubled and he said, “Woe to cheel 
Dost thou bandy words with me, O vilest of dogs that be? Turn 
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thee diy bsdc, or 1 will come dowQ on chee with clack!'* * Kan' 
makan smiled and answered, “Why should 1 turn my hack for 
thee? Is there no /usdoe in thee? Dost thou not tear to bring 
blame upon the Arab men by driving a man bke myself capti^^ 
in shame and disdain, before ^ou hast proved him on the pL^, to 
know if he be a warrior or of cowardly strain?" Upon this Sabbah 
laughed and replied, "By AHah, a wonder! Thou art a boy in years 
told, but in talk thou art old, Tluese words should come from none 
but a champion doughty* and bold: what wantii^st thou of justice?" 
Quoth Kanmakan, "If ^ou w'dt have methycaptive, toxvendwith 
thee and serve thee, throw down chine arms and puto^ thine outer 
gear and come on and wrestle with me; and whichever of us threw 
his opponent shall have his will of him and make him his boy/* 
Then Sabbah laughed and said, "1 think this waste of breath de' 
noteth the nearness of thy death/* Then he arose and threw down 
his weapon and, tucking up liis skirt, drew near unto Kanmakan 
who also drew near and they gripped each other. But the Badawi 
found that the other had the better of him and weighed him down, 
as the quintal downweighs the dinar; and he looked at his legs 
firmly planted on the ground, and saw that they were as two 
minarets' strongly based, or two tent-poles in eanh encased, or 
two mountains which may not be displaced. So he acknowledged 
himsdf to be a failure and repented of having come to wrestle with 
him, saying in himself, "Would I had slain 1dm with my weapon!" 
Then Kanmakan cook hold of him and mastering him, shook hini 
till the Badawi thought his buweb would burst in his belly, and he 
broke out, “'Hold Ay hand, O boy!** He heeded not his words, 
but shook him again and, lifting him from the ^cund, made wiA 
him towards Ae stream, that he might throw him Acrein: where' 
upon Ae Badawi roared out, saying, "O thou valiant man, what 
wilt Aou do wiA me?*'* Quoth he, “"I mean tti throw Aee into 
this stream: it will bear Aee to Ae Tigris. The Tigris will bring 
Aee to the river Isa and Ae Isa will curry Aee to the Euphrates, 
and Ae Euphrates will land thee in thine own countrj':; so tny tribe 
shall see Aee and knerw Ay manly cheer and how Ay passion be 
sincere." Then Sabbah cried aloud and said, **0 Champion of Ae 


* The "WmireT" bnvkjir femiinipve i* uanttlT cont^Kirffd mhxh a fnif prL Tfic aldM 
Ettinarel pmjser li nuppoted to hftvc Weal hu'iti fh DaniATCus hy ihc OmmiNilc CiEph iNo« 
K.) Ai-Wnfud A H C-7GW15). Acftififinj rt> Abfwcrth. fti. 113) tlwxosoa 

41 Kuth Hisat m Ckny m. 
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(ksert'Iair^ do not with me what deed the wiched dare but [et 
me go, by the life of tby cousin, the jewel of the fairf’ Hearing 
this, Kanmakan set him on the ground; but when he found him' 
self at liberty, he ran to his sw'ord and targe and taking them up, 
stood pbttirtg in himself treachery and sudden assault on ms 
adversary^ The Prince kenned his intent in his eye and said to 
him, con what is in thy heart, now thou hast htild of thy sword 
and thy targe. Thou hast neither length of hand nor tridt of 
witstling, but thou thinkest that, wen thou on thy mare and 
couldst wheel about the plain, and ply me wtch thy skene, I had 
long ago been slam. But 1 will give thee thy requite, so there may 
be left in thy heart no despite; now give me the targe and fall on 
me with thy whinger; eith^ thou shaft kill me or 1 shall kill diee." 
“Here it is," answered Sabbah and, throwing him the targe, bared 
his brand and rushed at him sword in hand; Kamnakan hent the 
buckler in his right and began to fend himself with it, whilst 
Sabbah struck at him, saying at each stroke, '"This is the finishing 
blower’ But it fell harmless enow, for Kanmakan took all on his 
buckler and it was waste work, diough he did not reply lacking the 
wherewithal to strike and Sabbah ceased not to smite at him with 
his sabre, till his arm was weary. When his opponent saw this, he 
rushed upon htm and, hugging him tn his arms, shook him and 
threw him to the ground. Then he turned him over on his face 
and pinioned his elbows behind him with the baldrick of his sword, 
and began to drag him by the feet and to make for the river. 
Thereupon cried Sabbah, “What wilt thou do with me, O youth, 
and cavalier of the age and brave of the plain where battles tage?” 
Answered he, “Did I not tell thee that it was my intent to send 
thee by the river to thy kin and to thy tribe, that thy heart he not 
troubled for them nor their hearte be troubled for thee, and lest 
thou miss thy cousin’s bridc-feastl” At this Sabbah shrieked aloud 
and wept and screaming said, “Do not thus, O champion of the 


*Tfic b^ser turt of Ba^awl i« never to be rryatctli be 1* i trtiimr bwn* wid DfpaiT 
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time's bravesf Let me ro and niaJjc me one of tby slavcsl" And 
be wept and w'ailed and began reciting these verses^ 

“I'm esctTngcd fro' my folt and c^senmganenA long: * Shall I die amid 
atnngeis? Ab, would that I komedl 
1 die, nor my Iciitsnan shill luuiw where I'm iUio, * Die In eaile nor 
Me the dear face of my fricodr' 

Thereupon Kanmakan had compassion on him and said, "Make 
with me a covenant true and swear me an oath to be a comrade as 
due and to bear me company wheresoever I may go.” “Tis well," 
replied Sabbah and swore accordingly. Tlien Kanmakan lotted 
him and he rose and would have k&ikl the Prince s hand; but he 
forbade him that. Then the Badawi opened his scrip and. taking 
out tivee barley scones, laid them before Kanmakan and they both 
sat doiwD on the bank of the stream to eac,^ When they Imd done 
eating together, the}' ma^ the lesser ablution and prayed; after 
which they sat talking of what had befallen each of them from his 
people and from the shifts of Time. Presendy said Kanmakan, 
"Whither dost thou new' intend?” Replied Sabboh, *T purpose 
to repair to Baghdad, thy native town, and abide there, until Allah 
vouoasafe me the marriage portion.” Rejoined the other, "Up 
then and to the road! 1 tarry here.” So the Badawi fareweUed 
him and took the way for Baghdad, w'bilst Kanmakan remained 
behind, saying to himklf, "O my soul, with what face shall 1 re¬ 
turn pauper-poor? Now by Allah, I will not go back empty* 
handed and, if the Almighty please, 1 will assuredly work my 
livcrancc.” Then be went to the scream and made the Wuau- 
washing and when prostrating he laid his brow in the dust and 
prayed to the Lord, saying, "O Allah! Thou who sendest down 
the dew, and feedest the worm that homes in the stone, 1 beseech 
Thee vouchsafe me my livelihood of Thine Omnipotence and the 
Grace of Thy benevolence!” Then he pronounce the salutation 
which closes prayer; yet every road appeared closed to him. And 
while be sat turning right and left, whold, he espied a horseman 
making towards him with bent back and reins ^ck. He sat up- 
ri^t and after a time reached the Prince; and the stranger was 
at the last ga^ and made sure of death, foe he was ^evously 
wounded wmen he came up; the tears streamed down his cheeks 
like water from the mouths of skins, and he said to Kanmakan, 


* Thai bj' Arab caitom thc^ beciJiflr ftitflcb- 
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“O Chiei of the Arabs, take me to thy friendship as long as t live, 
for thou wile not £nd my like; and give me a little water though 
the drinking of water be harmful to one Wfjunded, especially 
whilst the blood is flowing and the life with it. And if 1 hve, 1 wiU 
give thee what shall heal Siy penury and thy poverty: and if J die, 
mayst thou be blessed for thy gpod intent." Now under that horsC' 
man was a stallion, so noble a Rabite* * the tongue fails to describe 
him; and as Kanniakan looked at his kgs like marble shafts, he 
was seized with a lunging and said to himself, “Verily the like of 
this stallion' is not to be found in our time.’’ Then he helped the 
rider to alight and entreated him in friendly guise and gav^e him a 
L'ttle water to swallow; after which he waited rill he had t:a k p n 
rest and addressed Iiim, saying, "Who hath dealt thus with thee?" 
Quodi the rider, “I will tell thee the truth of the case. I am a 
horse-thief and I have busied myself with liftmg and snatching 
horses all my life, night and day, and my name is Ghass^, the 
plague of every stable and stallion. 1 heard ceU of this horse, 
that he was in the land of Roum, w-ith King Afridun, where they 
had named him Al-KatuI and sumamed him Al-Majnun.* So I 
journeyed to Constantinopk for bus sake and watched my oppor- 
tunity and whilst I was thus waiting, there came out an old wo¬ 
man, one highly honoured among the Gteeb. and whose word 
with them is law. by name Zat al-Dawohi, a past mistress in all 
manner of trickery. She had with her this steed and ten skv^, no 
more, to attend on her and the horse; and she was bound for Bagh¬ 
dad and Khorasan, there to seek Kin^Sasan and to sue for peace 
and pardon from ban. So I went out in their crack, longing to get 
at the horse,^ and ceased not to folbw them, but was unable to 
come by the stallion, because of the strict guard kq>t by the slaves, 
rill they reached this country and I feared lest the>- enter the city of 
Baghdad. As I was casting about to stea! the stillion lo! a great 
doud of dust arose on them and walled the horizon. Presently it 


^ Our dwicij term for m cMib!c Arab htrt^ 
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opened and disclosed iil ty horsemen^ gathered together to waylay 
merchants on the highway, and their captain, by name BCahndash^ 
was a Utm in daring and dash; a turious lion who layeth knights 

Oat as carpel!; in batdc'Ciash/'- ^jViJ Shahrazad perceived rhff 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted aay, 

CHfjen it b]a$ tijt €>iie ^imbrtb aiih jfartp'fitat iligth 

She said. It hath reached me. O ai^icious King, that the wounded 
rider spake thus to Kanmalmn, “‘^en came out the same Kahr- 
dash, and fell on the old woman and her men and bore doW upon 
them bashing them, nor was it long before they bound her and the 
ten slaves and bore off their captives and the horse, rejoicing. 
When I aw this, f said to myself, ‘My pains were in ^ain nor did 
I attain my gain.' However, I waited to see how the affair would 
fare, and when the old w-oman found herself in bonds, she wept 
and said to the captain, Kahrdasb, ‘O thou doughty Champion 
and furious Knight, what wilt thou do with an old woman and 
slavey now that thou hast thy will of the horse?' And she 
beguiled him with soft words and she sware that she would send 
him horses and cattle, till he released her and her ^ves. Then 
he went his way. he and his comrades, and I followed them till 
they reached this counter; and I watched them, till at last I found 
an opportunity of stealing the horse, whereupon I mounted him 
and. drawing a -whip from my wallet, struck him with it. When 
the tobljers heard this, they came out on me and surrounded me 
on all sides and shot arrows and cast spears at me, whilst T stuck 
fast on his back and he fended me with hoofs and forehand/ till at 
last he bolted out with me from amongst them like unerring shaft 
or shooting star. But b the stress and stowre I got sundry grievous 
wounds and sone; and, smee chat time, I have passed on his back 
three days without tasting food or sleeping aught, so that my 
strength is down brouj^'ht and the world is become to me as 
naught. But thou hast dealt kindly with me and h^t shown ruth 
on me: and I see thee naked stark and sorrow hath set on thee its 
mark, yet are signs of wealth and gentle brcedmg manifest on 
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tiiee, So tell me, what and whence art thou and whither art thou 
bound?" Answered the Prmce, "My name is Kanmakan, son of 
Zau al'Makan, sen of Kmg Omar bin al'Nu'uman* When my 
iathcr died and an orphan lot was my fate, a base man seized the 
throne and became King over small and great." Then he told 
him all his past from first to last; and the horse-thief said to him, 
for he pitied him, "By Allah, thou art one of high degree and 
eic^ding nobility, and thou shall surely attain estate sublime and 
become the fii^ cavalier of thy time. If thou can lift me on 
horseback and mount thee behind me and bring me to my own 
land, thou shak have honour in this world and a reward on the 
day of band r, i)lmg to band,^ for I have no strength left to steady 
myself; and if this be my last day, the steed is thine alway; for 
thou art worthier of him than any other," Quoth Kanmakan, 
"By Allah, if 1 could carry thee on my shoulders or share my 
days with thee, I would do this deed without the steed! For I 
am of a breed that loveth to do good and to succour those m 
need; and one kindly action in Almighty Allah's honour averteth 
seventy calamities from its doer. & make ready to set out and 
put thy trust in the Subtle, the All-Wise.*' And he would have 
lifted liim on to the horse and fared forward trusting in Allah, 
Aider of those who seek aid, but the hor^-thief said, "Wait for 
me awhile,*' Then he closed his eyes and opening his hands, said, 
"I testify diat there is no god but the God, and ! testify that 
Mohammed is the Apostle of God!" And he added, **0 glorious 
One, pardon me ray mortal sin, for none can pardon mortal sins 
save the Immortall" And he made ready for death and recited 
these couplets, 

“I hive wrongieej inantiiwi, ani! ha« ranjicd like wind • O'er the world, and 
in wim-cups my life has past: 

I've awum tcimnt>CDui3$ to olT the hene^ * my guils high placea 
an pbin have cast. 

Much i'vc tried to win and o’er much my sin; * And KjituJ of my wEmungs 
is mo5t and last: 

I had hoped of this istecd to gain wish and need, * But vain was the end of 
this kmmty vast 

I have stolen thtou^ life, and my death in strife * Was doomed by the 
Lord who doth all forecasts 

And I\'e tdled thete tdls to thdr fatnl end * For an orphan, a pauper sans 
kkh or friend!" 


' Atib. "Ydum tl.tanLtL'’ i,i. Rcsvrreetiondty. 
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And when he had fiiushed his verses he dosed his eyes and opened 
his mouth; then with a single deatb'Oittliog he Mt this world. 
Thereupon Kanmakan rose and dug a grave and laid him in 
the dust; after which he went op to the steed and kissed him 
and wiped his face and joyed with exceeding joy, saying, “None 
hath the feUcfw of this stahioo; no, not even King Ssisan." Such 
was the case with Kanmakan; but as regards King Sasao, pro* 
sendy new's came to hfin that the Wazfr Dandan had thrown off 
his alkgtance, and with him half the army who swore that they 
would have no King but Kanmakan: and the Minister had bound 
the troops by a yt l emn covenant and had gone with them to the 
Islands of India and to Berberdand and to Bbck^land;^ where he 
had levied armies from far and near, like unto the swollen sea for 
fear and none could tell the hosds van from its r^- And the 
Minister was resolved to make for Baghdad and take the kingdom 
in ward and slay every soul who dare retard, having sworn not to 
return the sword of war to its sheath, till he had made Kanmakan 
King. When this news ca me to Sasan, he was drowned in the sea 
of appak knowing that the whole state had turned against hint, 
great and small: and his trouble redoubled and his care became 
despair. So he opened his treasuries and distributed his monies 
among his officers; and he prayed for Kanmakan s return, that he 
in^ht draw his heart to him with fair usage and bounty; and 
make him commander of those troops whi^ ceased not being 
faithful to him, so might he quench the sparks ere they became a 
flame. Now when the news of this reached Kanmakan by the 
merchants, he returned in haste to Baghdad on the back of the 
^oresaid stallion, and as King Sasan sat perplexed upon his throne 
tie heard of the coming of Kanmakan: whereupon he despatched 
all the troops and l^d^men of the city to meet him. 5o all who 
were in Baghdad fared forth and met the Prince and ported him 
to the palaoe and kissed the thresholds, whilst the damsels and the 
kunuclU went in to his mother and gave her the fair tidings of his 
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return. She came to him and kissed him between the eyes, but he 
said to her, “O mother mine, let me go to my uncle King Sa^n who 
hath overwhelmed me with weal and boon." And while he so did, 
all the palaoe'people and head-men marvelled at the beauty of the 
stallion and said, “No King is like unto this man.” So Kanmakan 
went in to King Sasan and saluted hm as he rose to receive him; 
and, kissing his hands and feet, otfered him the horse as a present. 
The King greeted him, saying, “Well come and welcome to my 
son Kan^kan! By Allah, the world hath been straitened on me 
by reason of thine absence, but praised be Alkh for thy safety!” 
And Kanmakan called down blessings on him. Then the King 
looked at the stallion, AMCatul highc, and knew him for the very 
horse he had seen in such and such a year whilst beleaguering the 
Cross-worshippers of Constantinople wdth Kanniakan''s sire, Zau 
al'Makan, that time they slew liis unde Sharrkan. So he said to 
the Prince, “If thy father could have come by this courser, he 
would have bought it with a thousand blood horses: but now let 
the honour return to the honourable. Wc accept the steed and 
we give him back to thee as a gift, for to him thou hast more 
right than any wight, iTeing knighdiest of knights.” Then Kmg 
Sa^ bade bring forth for him dresses of honour and led horses 
and appointed to him the chief lodging in the palace, and showed 
him the utmost affection and honour, because be feared the 
issue of the Wadr Dandan’s doings. At this Kanmakan rejoiced 
and shame and bumiliarion ceased from him. Then he went to 
his house and, going to his mother, asked, "O my mother, how is 
it with the daughter of my uncle?” Answered she, ”By Allah. 
O my son, my concern for thine absence hath distracted me from 
any other, even from thy beloved; esp^ialiy as she was the cause 
of thy strangerhood and thy separation from me.” Then he com¬ 
plained to her of his case, saying, '*0 my mother, go to her and 
speak with her; haply she w'ill vouchsafe me her sight to sec and 
dispel from me this despondency.” Replied his mother, “Idle 
desires abase men's necks; so put away from thee this thought 
that can only vex: for I will not wend to her nor go in to her 
with such message,” Now* when he heard his mother’s words he 
told her what said the hotsc-thief concerning Zat al-Dawahi, hew 
the old Viioman was then in their land purposing to make Baghdad, 
and added, “It was she who slew my unde and my grandfather, 
and needs must I avenge them with man-botc, that our reproach 
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be wiped out." Then he left her and lepaired to an old woman, 
a wicked, whorish, pernicious beldam by name Sa’adanah and 
complained to her of bis case and of w'hat he sobered for love of 
his cousin Kuzia Fakan and begged her to go to her and win her 
favour for him. "1 hear and 1 obey," answered the old hap and 
leaving him becook herself to Kuzia Fakanpalace, that she might 
intercede with her in his behalf. Then she returned to bfp) and 
smd, "Of a truth Kuzia Fakan saluteth thee and promisech to 

visit thee this night about midnight."--And Shahrazad per* 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


SHhen it toatf 0ne iS^ttnhreh anb dTortp^^ettmli 

She said, ft hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
old woman came to ICanmakan and said, "Of a truth the daughter 
of thine unde saJuteth thee and she will visit thee this night about 
midnight;" he rejoiced and sat down to await the fulgent of 
his cousin's promise. But before the hour of night she came to 
him, w'rappod in a veil of black silk, and she w-ent in to him and 
aroused him from sleep, saving, "How canst thou pretend to love 
me, when thou an sleeping hean-free and in complete concentr’ So 
he awoke and said, “By Allah, O desire of my heart, I slept not 
but in the hope chat thine image might visit my dreamsf' Then 
she chid him with soft words and began versifying in these 
couplets, 

“Hadst thou tjccu Jeal in love'a loyalcy, * Ne’er haddest suffered sleep to 
seal those cyne: 

O thou who claunest lover'ioyaJcy, * Treading the lovers path of pain and 
pine! 

By Allah. O my cousm, never yet • Did eyes of lover sleep such sleep 
indi'gn." 

Now when he heard his cousin's words, he was abashed before her 
and rose and excused himself. Then they embraced and com¬ 
plained to each other of the anguish of separation; and they ceased 
not thus dll dawn broke and day dispersed itsdf over the horizon; 
when she rose preparing to depart. Upon this Kanmakan wept 
and sighed and be^ improvising these couplets, 
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"O tfauu w(Iuo ildgncst oDme at sarest syne, * Whcae lips chose teeth like 
necklaced pearls cnsbnnc! 

1 kissed hitn * thousand times and dipt bis ’waiSf * And spent the night with 
ebeek to thedt close iTcn, 

Till to depart us en'am dawning day. * Like sword'fdge drawn iinD 
sheath in ladiant Line.'' 

Anii when he ended his poetry, Kuzi^ Fakm took leave of him and 
returned ixi her palace. Now certain of her damsels became aware 
of her secret, and one of these slave ^1$ disclosed it to King 
Sasan, who went into Ku^ta Fakan and, drawing his sabre upon 
her, would ha^i'C slain her; but her mother Nu^hat al'Zfaman 
entered and said to him, “By Allah, do her no harm, for if thou 
hurt her, the report will he noised among the folk and thou shalt 
E>ecomc a reproach amongst die Kings of the age! Know thou 
that Kanmabn is no son of adidtery, but a man of honour and 
nobility, who would not do aught that could shame him, and she 
was reared w'ich him. So be not hasty; for verily the report is 
spread abroad, among all the paiace'peopl^ and all the folk of 
Baghdad, how the Wadr Dandan hath levied armies from all 
countries and is on his way hither to make Kanmakan King.^* 
Quoth Sason, “By Allah, ne^ must 1 cast him into such calamity 
that neither earth shall support him nor dty shall shadorw him! I 
did but speak him fair and show him favour becatise of my lieges 
and my lords, lest they incline to him; but right soon shalt thou 
see what shall betide'' Then he left her and went out to order the 
affairs of the reabn. Such, then, was the case with King Sasan; 
but as regards Kanmakan, on the nest day he came in to his 
mother and said, “O my mother! I am resolved to rid; forth 
a^raiding and adooting; and I will cut the road of caravans and 
lift horses and flocks, n^roes and white slaves and, as soon as I 
have collected great store and my case is bettered j^ore, I will 
demand my cousin Kutia Fakan in marriage of my unde Sasan.** 
Replied she, *'0 my son, of a truth the goo^ of men are not ready 
to hand like a acape'camcl:* for on this side of them are sword- 
strokes and lance-Iungiogs and men that eat the wild beast and by 
countries waste and chase lynites and hunt lions.’* Quoth he, 
“Heaven f^foid that 1 turn back from my resolve, till Itave won 
to my will!" Then he despatched the old woman to Kuzia Fakan, 
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to tell her that he was abotit to set out in quest of a martuge'Settle' 
ment befitting her, saying 10 the beldam, ‘Thou needs must pis^y 
her to send me an answer." '*1 hear and I obey ” replied the old 
woman and going forth, presently returned with Kuaia Fakan's 
reply, whidi was, “She will come to thcc at midnight." So he 
al^e awake til] one hali of the night was passed, when restlessness 
gat hold on him, and before he was aware she came in to him, 
saying, "My life be thy ransom from wakefulness!” and he sprang 
up to reodve her, exclaiming, '*0 desire of my heart, my life be 
thy redemption from all ills and evilsl" Then he acquainted her, 
with, his intent, and she wept: but he said, "Weep not, O daughter 
of my unde; for 1 beseech Him who decreed our separation to 
vouchsafe us reumon and fair understanding.” Then Kanmakan, 
having fixed a day for departure, went in to his mother and took 
leave of her, after which came he down from his palace and threw 
the haldrick of his sword over his shoulder and donned turband and 
faceweil; and mounting his horse, Al'Katul, and looking like the 
moon at its full, he threaded the streets of Baghdad, till he reached 
the dty gate. And behold, here he found Sabbah bin Ramroah 
coming out of town; and his comrade seeing him, nm to his 
stirrup and saluted bum. He returned hia salutation, and Sabbah 
asked him, *'0 my brother, how camest thou by this good steed 
and this sword and clothes, whilst I up to present time have gotten 
nothing but my sword and target?” Answered Kanmakan, "The 
hunter retumeth not but with quarry after the measure of his 
intention. A little after thy departure, fortune came to tner so 
now say, wfic thou go with me and work thine intent in my com' 
pany and foumey with me in this desert?” Replied Sabbah, ”5y 
the Lord of the f^^abah, from this time forth I ww call thee naught 
but *my lord*!” Then he ran on before the horse, w'ith his sword 
hanging from his neck and his budget between hisshouldcr'biades, 
and Kanmakan rode a little behind him; and they plunged into 
the desert, for a space of four days, eating of the gazelles and 
drinking water of the springs. On the fifth day they drew near 
a high hill, at whose foot was a spriug'encampment* and a deep 
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mnnihg strEam; and knolls and hoUo^i's were filled with 
camels and cattle and sheep and hor^^ and little children played 
about the pens and folds, w hen Kanmakan !a.w this, he rejoiced 
at the sight and hi$ breast was hlled with delight; so he addressed 
himself to hght, that he might take the camels and the cattle, and 
said CO Sabhah, "‘Come, fall with us upon this loot, vvhose owners 
have left it unguarded here, and do we battle for it with near and 
far, so haply may fall to our lot of goods some share." Replied 
Sabbah, “O my lord, verily they to whom these herds belong be 
many in numl^r: and among them are doughty horsemen and 
fighting footmen; and if we venture lives in this derring'do we 
shall f^ into danger great and neither of us will return s^e from 
this bate; but we shall both be cut off by fate and leave our cousins 
desolate" Then Karunakan laughed and knew that he was a 
coward: so he left liim and rode down the rise, intent on rapine, 
with loud cries and chanting these couplets, 

“Oh a vaUartt race are the sons of Nu'uman, • Braves vi'hfwe blada shred 
heads af the fo>€iiun^eUnP 

A tribe whe, when tried in the tuale af prera,'^ stand in the 

battle^ van: 

In thdr tent^ safe doee gabedun^e s cyne^ * Not hia pm'eny'a ugly featuies 

And I For their aidant sue of Hun • Who ts King of Kings iJid made 
soul of man.” 


Then he rushed upon the shC'Camels like a he'camd in rut and 
drove all before him, sheep and cattle, horses and dromedaries. 
Therewith the slaves ran at him with their blades so bright and 
their lances so Tong; and at their head rode a Turkish horseman 
who was indeed a stout champion, doughty in fray and in battle 
chance and skilled to wield tne nut'brown lance and the blade 
wfjth bright glance. He drove at Kanmakan, saying. "Woe to 
thee? Knew-est thou to whom these herds belong thou hadst not 
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done this deed. Know that they are the gcx^ of the band 
Grecian, the champions of the ocean and the troop Circassian: 
and this troop containeth none but valiant wights numbering at 
hundred ttnights, who have cast off the allegiance of every Sultan- 
But there bath been stolen from them a noble stallion, and they 
have vowed not to return bence without him.” Now when 
Kanmakan heard these words, he cried out, saying, *’0 villain, 
this 1 bestride is the steed whereof ye speak and after which ye 
seek , and ye would do battle with me for his sake! So come out 
against me, all of you at once, and do you dourest for the noncel” 
Then he shouted between the ears of AI'Katul who ran at them 
like a Ghuh whereupon Kanmakan let drive at the Turk* and 
ran him through the body and threw him from his horse and let 
out his life; after which he turned upon a second and a third and 
a fourth, and also of life bereft them. When the slaves saw this, 
they were afraid of him, and he cried out and said to them, "Ho, 
sons of whores, dnve out the cattle and the stud or I will dye my 
spear in your blood."' So they untethered the beasts and b^an to 
drive them out; and Sabbah came down to Kanmakan with loud 
voicing and hugely rejoicing; when lo! there arose a cloud of dust 
and grew till it walled the view, and there appeared under of it 
riders an hundred, like lions an'hungered, Upon this Sabbah took 
flight, and fled to the hill’s topmost height, leaving the a^ilable 
site, and enjoyed sight of the fight, saying, ‘”1 am no w'amor; but 
in sport and jest I delight.”* Thncn the hundred cavaliers made 
towards Kanmakan and surrounded him on all sides, and one of 
them accosted him, saying, "Whither goest thou wdth this loot?** 
Quoth, he, “I have made it my prize and am carrying it away; 
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and 1 forbid you from it, or come on to the combat, for icnow ye 
that he who is before you is a terribie hon and an honourable 
champion, and a sword that cutteth wherever it tunicttif When 
the horseman heard these words, he looked at Kanmakan and 
saw that he was a knight like a mane'dad lion in might, whibc 
his face was as the full moon rising on its fourteenth night, and 
valcFUr shone from between his eyes. Now that horseman was titc 
captain oJ the hundred horse, and his name was Kabrdash; and 
when he saw in ICanmakan the penectiuii of cavalarice with snr* *^ 
passing gifts of comeliness, his beauty reminded liiin of a Iseautiful 
i^tress of his whose name was Fatin,' Now she was one of the 
fain^ of women in face, for Allah had given her charms and grace 
and noble qualities of all kinds, such as tongue failech to explain 
and which ravish the heattsof men. Moreover, the cavaliers of the 
mbe feared her prowess and all the champions of that land stood 
in awe of her high spirit; and she had sworn that she would not 
marry nor let any possess her, except he should conquer her in 
combat (Kahrdash being one of her suitors); and she said to her 
father, "None shall approach me. save he be able to deal me over' 
throw in the field and stead of war-thrust and blow. Now when 
this news reached Kahrdash, he scorned to fight with a girl, 
fearing reproach: and one of his intimates said to him, “Thou 
art complete in all conditions of beauty and goodliness: so if 
thou contend with her, even though she be stronger than thou, 
thou must needs overcome her; for when she seeth thy beauty 
and grace, she will be discomfited before thee and yield thee the 
victory; for verily women have a need of men c'^eil as thou heedest 
fv^ plain.** Nevertheless Kahrdash ntfused and would not contend 
with her, and he ceased not to abstain from her thus, tfll he met 
from Kanmakan that which hath been set down. Now he took 
the Prince for his beloved Fatin and was afraid: albeit indeed she 
loved him for what she had heard of his beauty and valour; so he 
went up to him and said. “Woe to thee * O Fadn! Thou comest 
here to show me thy prowess; but now ah'ght from thy steed, that 
I may talk with thee, for I have lifted these cattle and have foiled 
my friends and waylaid many a brave and man of knightly race 
all for the sake of thy beauty of form and face, which am without 
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peer. So inarry me now* that Kings* daughccis may serve thee 
and thou shall become Queen of these countries/' When Kan' 
heard these words, the fires of wrath Itamed up m him and 
he died out, “Woe to thee, O Persian dog! Leave Fatin and tliy 
trust and mismist, and come to cut and thrust, for eftsoon thou 
ji halt be in the dust;" and so saying, he began to wheel about him 
and him and fed the way to prevail. But when Kahrdash 
obser\'ed him closely he knew bim lor a doughty knight and a 
stalwart in ^ht; and the error of his thought became manifest to 
h im , whenas he saw the green down on his cheeks dispread like 
myrtles springing from the heart of a rose bright-red. And he 
feared his onslaught and quoth he to those with him, "Woe to 
you! Let one of you charge down upon him and show him the 
keen sword and quivering spear; for know that when many 
do baitlc with one man it is foul shame, e^'en chough he be a 
kemperly wight and an invincible knight.” Upon this, there ran 
at Kanmakan a horseman like a lion in fight, mounted on a black 
horse with hoofs snow-white and a star on his forehead, the bign^ 
of a dirham, astounding wit and sight, as he were Abjar, which 
was Antar's desen'er, even as saith of him the poet, 

‘The courser chargeth on hattltng foe, “ Mixing hw'cn on hid) with (he 
earth down low:* 

Afl tboud) the Meuning had hlued hia tiraw, • And he rends her vitau as 
quid pro quo." 

He rushed upon Kanmakan, and they wheeled about awhile, giving 
blows and taking blows such as confound the sprite and dim the 
sight; but Kanmakan was the first to smite the foe a swashing 
hlow’, that rove through turband and iron skull-cap and reached 
1^ head, and he fell from his steed vnth the fall of a camd when 
be roDe^ over. Then a second came out to him and offer^ 
battle, and in like guise a third, a fourth and a fifth, and he did 
with them all as he had done with the first. Thereupon the rest 
at once rushed upon him, for indeed they were roused by rage and 
wild wdth wrath; but it was not long before he had pierced them 
all with the point of his sprar. When Kahrdash saw these feats of 
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arms, he feared death; for he knew that the youth was stoutest of 
heart and concluded chat he was unique among knights and braves; 
and he said to Kaninakan, "I waive tny claim to thy blood and 1 
pardon thee the blood of my comrades: so take what thou wilt of 
the cattle and wend thy w-ays, for thy firmness in fight movrth my 
nath and life is better for thee than death.'’ Replied Kanmakan. 
‘Thou lackest not of the generosity of the noblet but leave this 
talk and run for thy life and reck not of blame nor think to get 
back the booty; but take the straight path for thine own safety 
T^reupon Kahrdash waxed exceeding wroth, and rage moved 
him to the cause of his death; so he said to Kanmakan. "Woe to 
dice, an thou knew who I be, thou wouldst not wield these words 
in the open field I am the bon to bash known as Kahrdash, he 
who speileth great Kings and waykyeth all travellings and seiaeth 
the merchants’ predousest things. And the steed under thee is 
that i seeking; and I call upon thee to tell me how thou 
earnest by him and hast bun in rhy keeping.” RepUed Kan- 
m^an, "Know thou that this steed was being carried to my unde 
King Sasan, under the escort of an andent dame high in rank 
attended by ten slaves, when thou fellest upn her and tookest 
the horse froin her; and I have a debt of blood agitinst this old 
woman for the sake of my grandfather King Omar bin al-Nu*uman 
my uncle King Shankan.” "Woe to theeJ” quoth Kahrdash. 
who IS tliy father, O thou that hast no lawful mother?" Quoth 
he, "Know that I am Kanmakan, bin Zau al-Makan. son of Omar 
bmaJ''K‘u But when KaJirdash heard this address he said, 

uiy pertec^on cannot denit^d, nor yet the union in thee of 
knighdy virtue and secmlihead " and he added. in peace 
Tfi I ^ showed us favour/^ Refoined Kaninakan, ^'By 

AHali. I will not deifin tp honour thee. O wretch I disdain, so far 
as to overcome tbee in hattle-plainf" Upon this the Badawf 
waxed wroth and they drove at each other^ diouting alcud, whilst 
their horses pricked their tars and raised their tJs.* And they 
cea^ not dashing together with such a crash that it seemed to 
each as if the firmament were split in sunder, and they continued 
to strive like two rams which butt, smiting and exchanging with 
thar ^ears thrust and cut. Presently Kahrdash foined at 
Kanmakan; but he evaded it and rejoined upon him and so 
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pierced him through the breast chat the spearhead issued from his 
back. Then he collected the horses and the plunder, and he cried 
out to the slaves, saying, **kjp and be driving as hard as ye may£" 
Hearing this, down came Sabbah and, accosting Kanmakan, said 
to him, “Right well hast thou dight, O Knight of the age! Verily 
I pray^ Allah for thee and the I^d heard niy prayer/' Then he 
cut olf Kahrdash's head and Kanmakan laugh^ and said, “Woe 
to thee, O Sabbah! I thought thee a rider fain of hght." Quo^ 
the Badawi, "Forget not thy slave in the divdsicin of the spoil, so 
haply therewith I may marry my cousin Najmah/' Answered 
Kanmakan, “Thou shalt assuredly share m it, but now keep watch 
over the booty and the slaves ” Then be set out for his home and 
he ceased not jounicying night and day till he drew near Baghdad 
city, and all the troops heard of Kanmakan, and saw what was 
his of loot and cattle and the horse-thief's head on the point of 
Sabbah's spear. Also (for he was a noted highwayman) the mer^ 
chants knew Kahrdosh^s head and rejoiced, saying, "Allah hath 
rid mankind of him?’'; and they marvelled at his being slain and 
blessed his slayer. Thereupon the people of Baghdad came to 
Kanmakan,. seeking to know what adventures had befallen him, 
and he told them what had passed, whereupon all men were taken 
with awe of him and the Knights and champions feared him. 
Then he drove his spoil under the palace walls; and, planting the 
spear-heel, on whose point was Kahrdash's head, over against the 
royal gate, gave largesse to the people of Baghdad, distributing 
horses and camels, so that all loved him and thdr hearts inclined 
tn him. Presently he took Sabhoh and lodged him m a spacious 
dwelling and gave him a share of the loot; after which he went in 
to his mother and told her all that had befaUen him in his last 
foumey. Meanw'hile the news of him reached the King, who rcee 
from his levee and, shutting himself up with his chief officers, said 
to them, ‘'Enow ye that T desire to reveal to you my secret and 
acquaint you with the hidden facts of my case. And further know 
that Kanmakan will be the cause of our being uprooted from this 
kingdom, our birth-place; for he hath slain Kahrdash, albeit he 
had with him the tribes of the Kurds and the Turks, and our affair 
with him will end in our destruction, seeing that the most part of 
our troops are his kinsmen and ye weet what the Watir Dandan 
hath done; huv he disowneth me. after all T have shown him of 
favoure; and after being faithful he hath turned traitor. Indeed it 
hath reached me that he hath levied an array in the provinces and 
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bath planned to make Kanmakan Sultan, for tliat the Sultanate 
was his father’s and his grandfather’s; and assuredly he will slay 
me without meixy," Now when the lords of the Realm heard 
from him these words, they replied^ "O King, verily this man’ is 
unequal to this, and did we not know him to have been reared by 
thee, not one of us would approve of him. And know thou that 
we art at thy commandment; if thou desire bis death, we will do 
him die; and if thou wilt remove him, we will remove him.” Now 
when iGng Sasan heard this, he said, ‘'Verily, to slay him were 
wise; but needs must ye swear an oath to it." So all sware to slay 
Kanmakan without giving hftn a chance; to the end that, when the 
Wazir Dandan should come and hear of his death, his force might 
be wrakened and he fail of his design. When they had made mis 
compact and covenant with him, the King honoured them with the 
highest honours and presently retired to his own apartments. But 
the officers deserted him and the troops refused their service and 
would neither mount nor dismount until they should espy what 
might befal, for they saw that most of the army was with the 
Warir Dandan. Presently, the news of these things came to 
Kuzia Fakan and caused her much concern; so that she sent for 
the old woman who was wont to carry messages between her and 
her cousin, and when she came, bade her go to him and warn him 
of the plot. Whereto he replied, '‘Bear my salutation to the 
daughter of my unde and say to her, ‘Verily the earth is of Allah 
(to whom bdong Might and Majestyl), and He giveth it as 
heritage to whomsoever of His sertfants He wiUsth.’ How ck- 
cellent is the saying of the sayer, 

^Allah holds Kingship! WhoKi seeks withnui Him victory • Sb^ be cast 
out, soul oondemniKi lo Hdl of bw degree; 

Had j or any other man a fin^'cr-breadth <if knd, * Tiuc mJe were diangcd 
and men a twain of partner-gods would see/ 

Then the old woman returned to Kuria Fakan and told her his 
reply and acquainted her that he abode in the city. Meanwhile, 
Kmg Sasan awaited his faring forth from Baghdad, that he might 
send after him some who would slay him; rill it befel one morning 
that Kanmakan went out to course and chase, accompanied by 
Sabbah, who would not leave him night or day. He caught ten 
gaxcUes and among them one that had tender black eyes and 
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turned eight and left: so he lee her go and feabbah said to hinit 
“Why didst thou free this gaadle?" Kanmakan laughed and eet 
the others free also, saying, “It is only humane to release gai^les 
that have youngs and this one turned not from side to side, save to 
look for her fawns; so I let her go and released the others io her 
honour.*' Quoth Sabbah, “Do thou release me, that 1 may go to 
my people/' At this Kanmakan laughed and smote him with the 
spear'butt on the breast, and he fdl to the ground squirming like 
a snake. Whilst they were thus doing, behold, they saw a dust* 
ebuJ spirdng high and heard the tramp of horses; and pesendy 
there appeared under it a plump of km'ghts and braves. Now the 
cause of their coming was this. Some of his followers had ac- 
quainted King Sasan with Kanmakim'a going out to the chase; so 
he sent for an Emir of the Daylamitcs, ^eo Jami’ and twenty of 
his horsemen; and gave them money and bade them day Kanma^ 
kan. So when they drew near the Prince, they charged down 
upon him and be met them in mid'charge and killed them all, to 
the last man. And behold. King Sasan took horse aird riding out 
to meet his people, found them ^ slain, w'hereat he wondered and 
turned back; when Io! the people of the city laid hands on him 
and bound him straitly. As for Kanmakan after that adventure, 
he left the place behind him and rode onward with Sabbah the 
Badawi. And the while he went, lo! he saw a youth sitting at 
the door of a house on his road and saluted him. The yt.mth 
returned his greeting and, going into the house, brought out two 
plaxt^, one hiil of soured milk and the other of brewis swimming 
in daii^d butter; and he set the platrer before Kanmakan, saying, 
“Favour us by eating of our victual/' But lie refused and quoth 
the young man to him, “What ailcth thee, O man, that thou wilt 
not eat?" Quoth Kanmakan, “J have a vow upon me," The 
youth asked, “What is the cause of thy vow?'*, and Kanmakan 
answered, *'lCnow that King Sasan seized upon my kingdom like 
a tyrant and an enemy, although it was my father’s and my grand' 
father’s before me; yet he Iwcame master of it by force after my 
father’s death and took no count of me, by reason of my tend^ 
yeans. So I have btound myself by a vow to eat no man's victual 
till I have eased my heart of my foe." Rejoitifid the youth, “Rc' 
joice, for Allah hath fulfilled thy vow. Kno^- that he hath been 
prisoned in a certain place and methinks he wntl soon die.'* Asked 
Kanmakan, “in what house is he confined?" “Under yon high 
dome,’’ answered the other. The Prince looked and saw the folk 
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entering and buffeting Sasan, who was suffering the agonies of the 
dying, bo he arose and went up to the pavilion and noted what 
was therein; after which he returned to his place and, sitting do>™ 
to the proferred victual, ate what sufficed him and put the rest in 
his wallet. Then lie cook scat in his own place and ceasal not 
sitting till It was dark night and the youth, whose guest he was 
slept; when he rose and repaired to the pavilion wherein Sasn 
was confined. Now about it were dogs guarding it, and one of 
them sprang at liini; so he took out of his budget a bit of meat 
and threw it to him. He ceased not casting flesh to the dogs till 
he came to the pavilion and, making bis way to wliere King Sasan 
was, laid his hand upon His head; whereupon he said in a loud 
voice, “Who art thou?" He replied, ‘‘T am Kanmakan whom 
thou stravest to kilt; but Allah made thee fall into thine evil 
device. Did it not suffice thee to take my kingdom and the 
kingdbm of my father, but thou must purpose to slay me?”^ 
And Sasan swore a fal^ oath that he had not piotted liis death 
and that the bruit was untrue. So Kanmakan forgave him and 
said CO him, "Follow me." Quoth he, "I cannot walk a single 
step for weakness." Quoth Kiinmakan, ‘‘If the case be thus we 
will get us two horses and ride forth, I and thou, and seek the 
open " So he did as he said, and he took horse with Sasan and 
rode till day-break, when they prayed the dawTi-prayer and fared 
on, and ceased not faring till they came to a garden, where they 
sac down and talked. Then Kanmakan rose to Sasan and said, 
"Is aught left to set thy heart against me?" “No, by Allah!” 
replied Sasan. So they agreed to reium to Baghdad and Sabbah 
the Badawi said, "I will go before you, to give folk the fair tidings 
of your coming." Then he rode on in advance, acquainting women 
and men wath the good news; so all the people came out to meet 
Kanmakan with tabrets and pipes; and Kuaia Fakan also came 
out, like the full moon shining in all her splendour of light through 
the thick darkness of the night. So Kanmakan met her, and soul 
yearned to soul and body longed for body. There was no talk 
among the people of the time but of Kanmakan: for the Knights 
bore witness of him that he was the most valiant of the folk of 
the age and said, "It is not right that other than Kanmakan 
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should be our Sultan; but the throne of his grandfather shall 
re^^ert to him as it began.’' Meanwhile Sasao went in to his wife, 
N' ir. h-i t al''2aman, who said to him, ‘“I hear that the folk talk of 
nothing but Kamnakan and attribute to him such qualities as 
tongue never can." He replied, "Hearing of a man is not like 
seeing a man. I have seen him , but have noted in him none of the 
attributes of perfection. Not aU that is heard is said; but folk 
ape one another in enrolling and cherishing him, and Allah maketh 
has praises to run on the lips of men, so that there- incline to him 
the hearts of the people of Baghdad and of the Warir Dan dan, 
that perfidious and treacherous man; who hath levied troops from 
all lands and taketh to himself the right of naming a King of the 
country ; and who chooseth that it shall be under the hand of an 
orphan ruler whose worth is naught,” Asked Nuzhat al'Zaman, 
^‘‘\Vhat then is it that thou pnrposest to do?"; and the King 
answered, "I mean to kill him, that the Warir may be baulked of 
his intent and return to his allegiance, seeing notl^ for it but my 
service." Quoth she, “In good sooth perfidy with strangers is a 
foul thing smd how much more with kith and kin! The right]^>us 
deed to do would be to marry him to thy daughter Kuda Fakan 
and give heed to what was said of old dme, 

'An Fati some person ‘stablish o’er thy head. * And thou being worthier 
her choice upbraid, 

Yet do hun honour due fo hu esrate; * Ho'U bring thee weal though far or 
near thou vade: 

Nor fficak thy thought of him, else shalt thou be * Of those who self degrade 
frcHn honour'j grade: 

Many Hajiais are lorrelier than the Bride; * But Time and Fummi: lent 
the Bride their aid.’ ** 

When Sasan heard these her words and comprehended what her 
verse intended, he rose from her in anger and said, "Were it not 
chat thy death would bring on me dishonour and disgrace, T would 
take off thy head with my blade and make an end ol thy breath," 
Quoth she, "Why art thou wroth with me? I did but Jest with 
thee," Then she mse to him and bussed his head and hands, 
saying, "Pdght is thy foresight, and 1 and thou will cast about for 
some means to kill him fordiright." When he heard this, he was 
glad and said, “Make haste and contrive some deceit to relieve 
me of my grieving: for in my sooth the door of device is straitened 
upon me!" Replied she, "At once I will devise for thee to do 
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away lus life.'" ’“How so?" asked he; and she answered, “By 
means of our female slave the so-called Bakun." Now this Bakun 
was past mistress in all kinds of knavery and was one of the most 
pesiiknt of old women, m whose religion to abstain from w'icked' 
ness was not bwful; she had brought up Kusia Fakan and Kan- 
makan who had her m so great aifeccion that he used to sleep 
at her feet- ho when Ring Sasan heard his wile name her, he 
said, “Right is this recking'^; and, sending for the old woman, 
told hei' whar bad passed and hade her cast about to kill Kanma' 
kan, promising her ail good. Replied she, “Thy bidding shall be 
obeyed; but 1 wcruld have thee, O my lord, give me a dagger* 
which hath been tempered in water of death, that 1 may despatch 
him the spcedilier for thee." Quoth Sasan, “And welcome co 
theel”; and gave her a hanger that would devance man’s destiny. 
Now this slave-wo man had heard stories and verses and had 
learned by rote great store of strange sayings and anecdotes: so 
she took the dagger and went out of the room, considering how 
she could compass his doom. Then she repaired to Kanmakan, 
who was sitting and awaiting news of tryst with the daughter of 
his uncle, Kuria Fakan; so that night h4 thought was t^en up 
with her and the fires of love for her raged in his heart. And while 
he thus, behold, the slave-woman, Bsikun, went h to him and 
said, “Union time is at hand and the days of disunion are over and 
gone." Now when he heard this he asked, “How ts it with Kuaia 
rakan?": and Bakun answered, "Know that her time is wholly 
taken up with love of thee." At this he rose and dofiing his outer 
clothes put them on her and promised her all go(^. Then said 
she, "Know that 1 mean to pass this night with thee, that! may 
tell thee what talk I have heard and console thee with stories of 
many passlon'distraughts whom love hath made sick." "Nay," 
quoth he, "rather tel! me a tale that will gladden my heart and 
gar my canes depart." “With foy and good will" an-wered she: 
then she took seat by his ride (and that poniard under her dress) 
and began to say:—Know thou that the pleasantest thing my ears 
ever heard vi'as 


‘Tthintiif," ihe pw»wi ww Irt imrt thepiMye* and hoHowp of rfie peniud. 
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The TaU of the Hashish Eater, 

A CERTAIN man loved fair women, and spent his substance cn 
them, till be became so poor that nothing remained to him; the 
world was straitened upon him and he used to go about the 
market'streets begging ms daily bread. Once upon a dmp as he 
went along, behold, a bit of iron nail pierced his fin^ and drew 
blood; so he sat down and wiping away the blood, bound up his 
finger. Then be arose crying out, and fared forwards till he came to 
a Hammam and entering took off bis clothes, and when he looked 
about him he found it dean and empty. So he sat him down by 
the fountain-basin, and ceased not pouring w'ater on his head, till 

he was rired.--And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her pemutted say. 


SSfitn i( teas tfie ©ne J&mibreb anh Jfortp-lfiirli /Zijjfit, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the man eat 
down by the fountain^basin and ceased not pouring water cm hia 
bead till he was tired. Then he w/ent out to the room in which 
was the cistem of cold w-ater; and seeing no one there, he found a 
quiet comer and taking out a piece of Hashish,^ swallowed it. 
Presently the fumes mounted to nis brain and he rolled over on to 
the marble floor. Then the Hashish made him fancy that a great 
lord was shampooing liim and that two slav'es stood at hfe head, one 
bearing a bowl and the other washing gear and all the requisites of 
the Hammam. When he saw this, he said in himself, ’‘Mcscetneth 
these here he mistaken in me; or else they are of the company 
of us Hashisib'eateTS.**^ Then he stretched out his legs and he 
imagined that the bathman said to him, “O my master, the time 
of thy going up to the Palace draweth near and it is to-day thy 


•The Pen. "Bittir’* *; Inriim "Hhane'’; Manccui "FaifiJth** nmi S. Afnfirn "T>atfii.“ 
CRlgrimoge i. 64.> I heard of a "Hmhiefi.orpe'' m London which coded In hilf tfte 
«rperimentilti» bdti? tm rhclr lor * »sbV The dro* it niehtl for ttoken, baring 
»hc cunoot pro!>erty ef cniikijig men inMntihle » heat. Emems abo U4e it fw 
pnilrtngirTC wKrch 1 praently. 

* Arah. wht:net De Saty tietTvcrl **AtiaCTin/* A nonblr dFrct of rhe 

KHahlah prcp^rATion h wiliily to r^dtt the smigi a kind of delfrium Ifnasnuu 
pIvAfituotiafia 
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turn of service;* At this he laughed and said to hiinsclf ‘;As 
Allah wilkth/ O Hashish!" Then he sat and notIniM, 
whilst the bathman arose and took him by the h^ and girt hia 
middle with a waist<loth of black silk, after which the two slaves 
folbwed him w^th the bowls and gear; and they ce^ not escort- 
inc till they brought him into a wheran set 

incense and perfumes a-buming. He found the place full of 
various kinds of fruits and sweet'seented flowers, and th^ sIicm 
him a water-melon and seated him on a stool of ebony, wlulst the 
bathman stood to wash him and the slaves poured^ water on him; 
after which they rubbed him down well and said, O our lord. 
Sir W^acir, health to thee for ever!” Then they went out and shut 
the door on him; and in the vanity of phantasy he aro^ 
moved the waist'cloth from his middle, and laughed till he weJl 
nigh fainted. He gave not over bughing for some time and at 
last quoth he to himself, “What aiterh them to addne^ me as if I 
were a Minister imd style Master, and Sir? Haply they are 
nuw blundering; buc after an Kour they will know me and say. 
This fellow is a beggar; and take their fill oi cuffing me on the 
neck " Presently, feeling hot he opened the door, whereupon it 
seemed to him that a little white slave and an eunuch came m to 
him carrying a parcel Then the sbve opened it and brought out 
three kerchiefs of sdk, one of which he threw over liis head, a 
second o^^er his shoulders and a third he tied round his waist* 
Moreover, the eunuch gave him a pair of bath^clogs,” and he put 
them on; after which in came white slaves and eunuchs and sup' 
ported him (and he laughing the while) to the outer haU, whi^ 
he found hung and spread with njagnifioent furniture, such as ber 
seemeth none hut kings; and the pages hastened up to him and 
seated him ou the divan. Then tht^ fell to kneading him till sleep 
overcame him* and he dreamt that he had a girl in his arms* So 
he kissed her and sec her between his thighs; then^ sitting to her 
as a man sitteth to a woinan,^ he took yard m hand and drew her 


* M»nlng dnn-r*'' MiikaJlah (Ml »kAa 'Huh? [i eicdurriacion of miinf nict, 
opmqllr ■Setted wh^ti pniliang min or beasr Rif ff*r kiT flpuwrirs word* bducc ihc 
cril cyr 

■Arab. “KilifciV' vyifl, Th^rjc are hefweoFi tRrcc ajid itn inehci hipfi j and 

rhote liteng Uicm for the fini iimc in the lUjpFper)' Ramimun irmti be careful. 

•Arab. King- Tbc pcAiuit* nf eaStioa, ^dmcJoglcBlIy cunotit inJ (n- 

teresting, arc JubjccEs so cucrtpife diat they ret^uirc ■ vobime ratPitr ^hin m note- t’wO 
iolbnnjLlion can be R^jitd in (be Anangi-ranpa, «r Stage of ihe One* m Tfeatlie 
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towards him and weighed down upon her, when lo! he heard oik 
saying to him, “Awake, thou ne'er-do-well! The noon-hour is 
come and thou art still asleep." He opened his eyes and found him¬ 
self lying on the marge of the cold-water tank, among^ a crowd of 
people all laughing at him; for his prickle was at point and the 
napkin had slipped from his middle. So he knew that all this 
was but a confusion of dreams and an illusion of Hj^hish and he 
was vexed and said to him "who had aroused turn, ^A/ould thou 
hadst waited till 1 had put it in! Then said the folk, j\rt thou 
not ashamed. O Hashish-eater, to be sleeping stark naked with 
stiff-standing tool?” And they cuffed him till his neck was led. 
Now- he was starving, yet forsooth had he savoured the flavour of 
pleasure in hie dream, ^\nhen Kanmakan heard the bondwoman 3 
ral e, he laughed till he fell backward and said to Bakun, "O my 
nurse, th ifi is indeed a rare story and a delectable; 1 never heard 
the likf of this anecdote. Say me! hast more?" ^^Yes, replied 
she, and she ceased not to tell him merry adventures and laughable 
absurdities, till sleep overcame him. Then she sat by his head till 
the most part of the night was past, when she said to herself, “It 
is time to profit by the occasion " So she sprang to her feet and 
unsheathed the hanger and rushing up to Kanmakan, was about to 
cut his throat when behold, his mother came in upon the twain. 
As soon as Bakun saw her, she rose in respect and advanced to 
meet her, and fear gat hold of her and she fdJ a-trembling, as if 


In SftEu^rit verte viilfarij kno^n aa Kolf^ tnm rht nppoacd mthor:^ n lV«iT pf 

tht gftir Rajah Bhcni* or id tithcri, of she SfAhan.iiih of KAtw>]. Uadifr tHo 

title !jmt aS-hTui rrlie PtcAwie*—« tOMiying—of Women} \t has betn tmafilitcd rnfo 
diD rhe af the McrtScm Hb^utitanj ti> Ambac li i£v4Hc» ppffiUTi 

into fivv great <ftyiiiorii: fl) tlw wtuniti lying jwpinc, of ihm arc clctfcn wb- 
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birti^ RppcRT utt^y tiD|.MMaihlc ns Europci^ns who lack the piintHnry of the r-aifcrn r 
!!mb* Their abject In njn^n:ssd ii fa toirian of the muatlcs vUkh would fhoticH 
The period of enjoyment In ibe text thr wcuutn !iai lupine and ihc man mt% it wjufli 
l^twcen her Iqji? U it a favoorilc hom Morocco to Chim. A literal fTxoikrion of the 
Ananga'^rao^a ajprpC'aTed in 1873 ttniJcr ihr name of h-iraa-Shilitni ■ or tlw btlnrioo Aft of 
Love Azitorii InJica); hilt of iht% only ili copici wcfc printoi it was rt^BtFtd 
(prifictd but not pyblfiheri) in 15135. The turiDui In with mattcra wiU cotmiEt the 
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she had the ague. When his mother looked at her sJie marvelled 
to see her thus and aroused her son, who awoke and found her 
sitting at his head. Now the cause of her coming was that Kuzia 
Fakan overheard the conversation and the concert to kill Kan- 
makan, and she said to his mother, ‘’O wife of my unde, gp to thy 
son, ere that wicked whore Bakun muither him;” and she told her 
what had passed from £rst to last. So she fared forth at once, 
^d she thought of naught and stayed not for aught till she went 
in to her son at the very moment when Bakun was about to slay 
him in his sleep. When he awoke, he said to his mother, “O my 
mother, indeed thou comest at a good time, for nurse Edtun 
hath been with me this night." Then he turned to Bakun and 
asked her, "By my life! knowest thou any story better than those 
thou hast told me?" She answered, "And where is what 1 have 
told thee compared with what I will tell thee?; but however better 
it be, it must he told at another time." Then she rose to depart, 
hardly believing, in her escape albeit he said, "Go in pcaccr' for 
^e perceived by her cunning that his mother knew w^t had oc' 
curred. So she w’ent her way; whereupon Ids mother said to him, 
'*0 my son, blessed be this night, for that Almighty Allah hath 
delivered thee from this accursed woman." “'And how so?" en¬ 
quired he, and she told him the story from beginning to end 
Quoth he, "O my mother, of a truth the live man hndeth no 
slayer, and though slain he shall not die; but now it were wiser 
that w*e depart from amongst these enemies and let Allah work 
what He will." So, when day dawned he left the city and joined 
the Wazir Dandan, and after his departure, certain things t^fel 
between King Sasan and Nuzhat al-Zaman, which compelled her 
also to quit the city and join herself to them; and presently they 
were met by all the Ingh ofEcers of King Sasan who inclined to 
their party. Then they sat in counsel together devising what th^ 
should do, and at last aU agreed upon a ratiia into the land of 
Room there to take their revenge for the death of King Omar bin 
al'Nu'uman and his son Sharrkan. So they set out with thfs in¬ 
tent and, iifter sundry adventures (which it were tedioijs to tell as 
will appear from what follows), they fell into the hands of Rum* 
zan. King of the Greeks. Next morning, King Rumzan caused Kan- 
makan and the Wazir Dandan and tb^ company to be brought 
before him and, when they came, he seated them at his sitfe, and 
bade spread the cables of food. So they ate and drank and took 
heart of grace, after havmg made sure of death, when they were 
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stumnoned co Uie King’s prescno;; and they had said to one 
another^ "He hath not sent lor us but co stay us." And when che^ 
were comforted the King said, "In truth I ha\'e had a dream, 
which I related to the monks, and they said, "None can expound 
it to thee save the Wazir Dandan." Quoth the Minister, "Weal 
it w’as thou didst see in thy dream, O King of the age!" Quoth 
the King, "O Wazir, 1 dre^t that I was in a pit which seemed a 
black well where multitudes were tormenting me; and 1 would 
have risen, but when springing up I fell on my feet and could 
not get out of that same pit. Then 1 turned and saw therein a 
girdle of gold and 1 stretched out my hand to take it; but when 
1 raised it from the ground, 1 saw it was two girdles. So I girt 
my middle with them both and behold, the girdls^ became one 
girdle; and this, O Wadr, is my dream and what I saw when my 
sleep was deepest." Said Dandan, "O our Lord the Sultan! know 
that this thy dream denotech thou hast a brother or a brother’s 
son or an unde's son or other near kinsman of thy flesh and blood 
whom thou knowest not; withal he is of the noblest of you 
all." Now when the King heard these words he looked at Kan* 
makan and Nuzhat al'2^man and Kuda Fakan and the Wazir 
Dandan and the rest of the captives and said to himself, "If I 
smite these people's necks, their troops will lose heart for the de$* 
truction of their chiefs and I shall be able to return speedily to 
my realm, lest the Kingship pass out of my hands." So liaving 
determined upon this he c^ed the Sworder and bade him strike 
off Kanmakan's bead upon the spot and forthright, when lo! up 
came Rumzan's nur% and said to him, "O auspicious King, what 
purposes! thou?" Quoth he, "1 puiposc slaughtering these pri- 
soners who are in my power; and a/ter that 1 will throw their 
h^ds among thdr men; then will I fall upon them, I and ail my 
army in one body, and fciU all we can kill and rout the rest: so 
will this be the decisive action of the war and I shall return 
speedily to my kingdom ere aught of accident befal among my 
subjects." ^Ticn the nur^e be^ these words, she came up to 
him and said in the Frankish tongue. "How canst thou prevail 
upon thyself to stay thine own brother's son, and thy sister, and 
thy sister's daughter?” When he lieard this language, he was 
wroth with exceeding wrath and said to her, "O accursed woman, 
didst thou not tell me that my mother was murtheied and that my 
father died by poison? Didst thou not give me a jewel and say 
to me, 'Of a truth this jewel was thy father's?' Why didst thou 
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not cell me the truth?” Replied she, ‘"All that I told thee is true, 
but my case and ihy case are wonderM and my history and thy his- 
tory are marvellous, bdy nam e is Marjanah thy mother s name 
was Abriaah: and she was git'^d wim such beauty and loveliness 
and valour that proverbs were made of her, and her prowess was 
renowned among men of war. And thy father was King Omar bin 
al'Nu'uman, Lord of Baghdad and Khorasaa, without doubt or 
double dealing or denial. He sent his son Sharrkan oii a razzia 
in company with this very Wazir Dan dan; and they did all that 
men can. But Sharrkan, thy brother, who had preceded the force; 
separated himself from the troops and fell in 'with thy mother 
Queen Abrizah in her palace; and we happened to have sought a 
place apart in order to wrestle, she and I and her other dai^ts. 
He came upon us by chance ivhilc we were in such case, and 
wrestled with thy mother, who overcame him by the power of her 
^lendid beauty and by her prowess. Then she entertained him 
frve days in her palace, till the news of this came to her father, by 
the old woman Shaivahi, sumamed Zat al'Dawahi, whereupon she 
embraced Al lslam at the hands of Sharrkan, and he took her and 
carried her by stealth to Baghdad, and with her myself and fiayhi' 
nah and twenty other damsels, all of us having, like her, followed 
the Troe Faidi. When we came into the presence of thy Father, 
the King Omar bin al'Nu'uman, and he saw thy mother, Queen 
Abrizah, he fell in love with her and going in unto her one night, 
had connection with her, and she conceived by him and became 
with child of thee. Now thy mother had three jewels which she 
presented to thy father; and he gave one of them to his daughter, 
Nuzhat al-Zaman, another to thy brother, Zau al'Makan, and tlm 
third to thy brother Sharrkan. This last thy mother took from 
Sharrkan and kept it for thee. But as the time of her deLvery 
drew near she yearned after her own people and disclosed to me 
her secret; so I went to a black slave called Al-Ghazban; and, 
privily telling him our case, bribed b*m to go with us. Accordingly 
the negro took us and fled the city with us, thy mother being near 
her time. But as we approached a desert place on the borders 
of our own country, the pangs of labour came upon thy mother. 
Then the slave proved hiniself a lustful villain and approaching 
her sought of her a shameful thing; whereupon she cried out at 
hm wi^ a loud ay, and was so re affrighted at him. In the excess 
of her fright she gave bir^ to thee at once, and at that moment 
there arose, in the direction of our country, a dust-doud which 
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towered and flew ciU it walled the view. Thereupon the slave 
feared for his life; so he smote Queen Abrisah with his sword and 
slew her in his fury; then mounting his horse he went his way. 
Soon after his going, the dust lifted and discovered thy grandfath^^ 
King Harduh, Lord of Crxciadand, who, seeing thy mother (and 
his daughter) lying slain on the plain, was sorely troubled with a 
distress that redoubled, and questioned me of the manner of her 
death and the cause of her secretly quitting her father's realm. 
So I told him all that had passed, and last; and this is the 
cause of the feud between the people of the land of the Greeks 
and the people of the city of Baghdad, Then we bore off thy 
muiihered mother and buried her; and 1 took thee and reared 
thee, and hung about thy neck the jew'el which was with Queen 
Abritah. But, when being grown up thou earnest to man s estate, 
1 dared not acquaint thee with the truth of the matter, lest such 
information stir up a war of blood’rcvcngc between you. More' 
over, thy grandfather had enjoined me to secrecy, and I could 
not gainsay the commandment of thy mother's father, Harduh, 
King of the Greeks. This, then, ia the cause of my concealment 
and the reason why I forbore to inform thee that thy father was 
King Omar bin al'Nu'uman; but when thou earnest to the throne, 
I told thee what thou knowest; and 1 durst not reveal to thee the 
rest till this moment, O King of the Agel So now 1 have tits' 
covered to thee my secret and my proof, and I have acquainted 
thee with ail! know: and thou ledtest best what is in thy mind,” 
Now all the captives had heard the skve'woman Marjanah, nurse 
to King Rumtan, speaking as she spake; when Nuzhat al'Zaman, 
wiAout stay or delay, cried out, saying, “This King Rumsan is 
my brother by my fadicr, King Omar bin al'Nu'uman, and his 
mother was Queen Abrizah, daughter of King Harduh, lord of 
the Greeks; and 1 know this slave'wnman Maidanah right well.” 
With this, trouble and perplexity got hold upon Rumzan and he 
caused Nuthat al'Zaman to be brought up to him forthright. 
When he looked upon her, blood yearned to blood and he ques- 
tioned her of ^ histoiy. She told him the tale and her story 
tallied with that of Marjanah. his nurse: whereupon the Ring was 
assured that he was, indeed and without a doubt, of the people 
of Irak: and that King Omar bin al'Nu'uman was his father. 
So without losing time he caused bis sustcr to be unpinioned, 
and Nuzhat al'Z^an came up to him and kissed his hands, 
whilst her eyes tan over with tears. The King wept also to see 
VOL III, 
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her weq)ing» and brotherly love possessed him and his heart 
yearned to his brother's son Sultan Kanmakan. So he sprang to 
bis feet and, taking the sword from the Sworder's hands (whereat 
the captives made sure of death) , he caused them to be set dose to 
him and he cut their bonds with the blade and said to hie nurse 
Marjanah, ‘■‘’Explain the matter to this company, es'en as thou 
hast explained it to me.” Replied she, **0 King, know that this 
Shaykh is the Wasir Dandan and he is the best ol witnesses to my 
story, seeing that he knoweth the facts of the case,” Then she 
turned to the captives and reputed the whole story to them on 
the spot and forthright, and in presence of the Kings of the 
Greeks and the Kings of the Frar^; whereupon Queen Kuthat 
al*Z aman and the Watir Dandan and all who were prisoners with 
them confirmed her words. When Marjanah, the bond-woman, 
had finished, ehandng to look at Sultan Kanmakan she saw on 
his neck the third jewel, fellow to the tw‘o which were with Queen 
Abn'zah; and, recognising it, she cried SO loud a cry, that the 
palace re-echoed it and said to the King. ”0 my son, Imow th^ 
now my certainty is still more assured, mr this jewel that is about 
the neck of yonder captive is the fellow to that I hung to thy 
neck; and, these being toe two, this captive is indeed thy brother's 
son, Kanmakan." Then the slave-woman Marjanah turned to 
Kanmakan and said to him, "Let me see that jewel, O King of 
the AgeJ"; so he took it from his neck and handed it to her. 
Then she asked Nuzhat al-Zaman of the third jewel and she 
gave it to her; and when the two were in her hand she delivered 
them to King Ktimaan, and the truth and proof were ma d e 
manifest to him; and he was assured that he was Sultan 

Kanmakan's uncle and that his father was King Omar bin ah 
Nu'uman, So he rose at once and on the spot and, going up to 
the Wazir Dandan, threw.' his arms round his neck; then he 
embraced King Kanmakan and the twain cried a loud cry fw 
excess of joy. The glad news was blazed abroad without delay; 
and they beat the tabrete and cymbals, whilst the shawms 
sounded and the people held high festiv'al. The armies of Irak 
and Ssfria heard the clamour of re[oidng among the Greeks; ao 
they mounted to the last man. and King Zihl Khan ^ tixrk 
horse saving to himself, “Would I knew what can he the r^n-y 
of this clamour and rejoicing in the army of the Franks and the 
GreekB!” Then the army of Irak dight itself for fight and 
advanced into the plain and place of cut and foin. Presently, 
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King Rumzan turned him round and aaw the anny deployed 
and in preparing for battle employed, so he asked the cause 
d^eof and was told the state of the case. Thereupon he bade 
his niece and brother s daughter, Kutia Fakan, return at once 
and forthright to the troops of Syria and Irak and acquaint them 
with the phght that had hetided and how it was come to li^t 
that King Rumtan vras tmde to Sultan Kanmakan. She set 
out, putrin? away from her sorrows and troubles and, coining to 
King Zibl Khan,' saluted him and told him all that had passed 
of the good accord, and how King Rumtan had proved to oe her 
uncle and uncle of Kanmakan. And when she went in to him 
s^ found him tearful'eycd, in fear for the captive Emirs and 
Princes; but when he heard what had passed, from first to last, 
the Moslem's sadness was abated and they Joyed with the more 
gladness. Then King Zibl Khan and all his o&cers and bis 
retinue took horse and followed Princess Kutia Fakan till they 
reached the pavilion of King Rumzan; and when entering they 
found him sitting with his nephew, Sultan Kanmakan, Now 
he had taken counsel with, the Watir Dandan concerning King 
^bl Khan and had agreed to commit to his charEC the dty of 
Damascus of Sham and leave King over it as he before had 
been while they themselves entered Irak, Accordingly, they coiv 
firmed him in the viceroyalty of Damascus of S 3 it^, and bade 
him set out at once for government; so he fa^ forth with 
his troops and they rode with him a part of the way to bid him 
farewell. Then they returned to their own places whereupon, the 
two armies foregathered and gave orders for the march upon 
Irak; but rhe Kings said one to other, “Our hearts will newer 
be at rest nor our wrath cease to rage dll we have taken our 
wreak of the old woman Shawahi, sumamed Zat al'Dawahi, and 
wiped away our f^ha me and blot upon our honour."' Thereupon 
King Rumzan and his nephew set out, surrounded by their Nobles 
and Grandees: and tnde^ Kanmakan rejoiced in his uncle. King 
Rumsan, and called down blessings on nurse Marjanah who had 
made them known to each other. They fared on and ceased not 
faring till they drew near their home Baghdad, and when the Chief 
Chamberlain. Sasan, heard of thdr approach, he came out to meet 
them and kissed the hand of King Rumzan who bestowed on him 
a dress of honour. Then the Kng of Room sat down on the 
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throne and seated by his side his nephew Sultan Kanmakas, who 
said to him, * *‘0 my uncle, this Kingdom behtteth none but thee." 
Replied Rumzon, “Allah be my letuge and the Lord forbid that 
1 should supplant thee in thy ^ngdom!" Upon this the Wazir 
Dandan counselled them to share the throne between the two, 
ruling each one day in turn; and with this they were well satisfied. 

-^And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 


raijen it tnas t{i£ l^unhreh aiib ^ortp'fimrtti Jligfit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the two 
Kings agreed each to rule one day iri turn: then made they 
f^ts and offered sacrifices of clean beasts and held high fes¬ 
tival; and they abode thus awhile, whilst Sultan Ka nmaican 
spent his nights with his cousin Kurda Fakan, And after that 
period, as the two Kings sat rejoicing in their conditioa and in 
the happy ending of their troubles, behold, they saw a cloud 
of dust arise and tower till it waited the world from their eyes. 
And out of it came a merchant shrieking and crying aloud for 
succour and saying, "O Kings of the Age! how cometh it that 
1 woned safely in the land of the Infidels and 1 am plundered 
in your i^lm, though it be the biding place of justice* and peace?" 
Then King Rumz^ ^ questioned him of his 

case and he replied, “I am a merchant and, l^e other mer¬ 
chants, ! have been long absent from my native larid, travelling 
in far countries for some twenty years; and 1 have a patient of 
exemption from the dty of Damascus which the Viceroy, King 
Shairkan (who hath found mercy} wrote me, for the cause that I 
had made him gift of a slave-girl. Now as I was drawing near 
my home, having with me an hundred loads of rarities of Hind, 
when I brought them near Baghdad, which be the scat of your 
sovereignty and the place of yc»ur peace and your justice, out there 
came upon me wild Arabs and Kurds® m hand gathered rng^ h er 
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from every land; and they dew my many and they cobbed my 
money and this is what they have done me.” Then the trader 
wept in presence of King Rumtan, saying that be was an old m^ 
and infir n); and he bemoaned hunself till the King felt for him 
and h^d compassion on him; and likewise did King Kanmakan 
and they swore that they would sally forth upon the thieves. So 
they set out amid an hundred horse, each reckoned worth thou' 
sands of men, and the merchant went before them to guide them in 
the right way; and they ceased not faring on all that day and the 
livelong night till dawnbreak, when they came to a valley abound' 
ing in rills and shady with cnees. Here they found the foray diS' 
persed about the valley, having divided that merchant's bales 
among them; but there was yet some of the goods left. So the 
hundrcd horsemen fell upon them and surrounded them on all 
sides, and King Rumaan shouted his war cry, and thus also did 
his nephew Kanmakan, and ere long they made prise of them all, 
to the number of near three hundred horsemen, banded together 
of the refuse of rascality,' They took what they could find of 
the merchant's goods and, binding them tightly, brought them to 
Baghdad, where King Rumzan and his nephew, King K a nmaka n, 
sat down together on one throne and, passing the prisoners in 
review before them, questioned them of their case and their chiefs. 
They said, "We have no chiefs but these three men and it was 
they who gathered us together from ah comers and countries,” 
The Kings said to them, "Point out to us your headmenl"; and, 
when this was done, they bade lay hands on the leaders and set 
their comrades free, after taking fium them all the goods in their 
possession and restoring them to the merchant, who examined his 
stuffs and monies and found that a fourth of his stock was missing. 
The Kings engaged to make good the whole of his loss, where* 
upon the trader pulled out two letters, one in the handwriting of 


(kijn Ttcf aJso lunicij the Montrs Gofdm the cftgind Arju-ac of Xiiiithms-N&ah't Aik. 
The Ktrnlfl ftft t?f Ptfiiici ran, and barltan-M* Irniuit ftkoguc ±rvi eft^n of 

the SM'di tect- They are bom handlti, hSghwaynyan^ emttTc-tifter*; yet they have fpread 
cxtenaaveiy over Syna and and hare ptodoced mme §lnriCTtit men, witticsa Sultan 

Sjtlih li-'Ditt (SilaJln) the Crrear. TTiev dalm affiiufy wiik the EogUih m the East, 
beraij&e both race* alvrayx inhablf die highest gwada they can firtd. 

'Thtte imguEar baneb ts-ho belotig to no irihc ate die moit danjgerotu bandits in 
AraUa, opecuUy upon unfthern frondtr- Burtthardi, who Mitred from thein,giT« 
a long RjcoDunt of dieir cbrichery and utter Mhsence of that Arab *'pundonor” which U 
■upppKd no chawtmxc Atil< duevei. 





102 


Alf Layiah wa Laylau- 


ShaiTkan» and the other in that of Nuihat al'Zaman; for this 
^ the very merchaat who had boucht Nuahat al^Zaman of the 
^dawj when she was a virgin, and had forwarded her to her 
brot^ s^kan; and chat happened between them which hap' 
pened. Hereupon King Kaninakan examined the letters and 
recognised the handwriting of his unde Sharrkan, an^ having 
heard history of his aunt, Nuzhat al'^iman, he went in to 
her with the sotemd letter written by her to the merchant who had 

u^ii monies; KanmaJean also told her what had 

behOlcn the trader from first to last. She knew her own hand' 
wnting and, recognising the merchant, despatched to him guest' 
fits and commended him to her brother and nephew, who or- 
^red him Jargesre of money and black staves and pages to wait on 
mm; ^ioes which Nuzhat al'Zaman sent him an hundred thou- 
aand dirhams in cash and fifty loads of merchandise and presented 
to him other rich presents. Then she sent for him and when he 
came, she went up to him and saluted him and told him that she 
was the daughter of King Omar bin abNu’uman and that her 
bro^r WM King Kumzan and that IGng Kanmakan was her 
nephew Thei^pon the merchant rejoiced with great joy, and 
congratulated her on her safety and on her re-union with her 

, k tf thanking her for her bounty; and 

said to her, a good deed is not lost upon thee!" Thm 

she withdrew to her o^ apartment and the trader sojourned 
with th^ three daj-s, after which he took leave of them and set 

out on his return march to the land of Syria. Thereupon the two 

Kmgs sent for the three robber^chiefs who were of the highway¬ 
men, and questioned them of their case, when one of them came 
forward said. Know K that I am a Bada wi who am wont to 
he in wait, by the way, lo snatdi smaU children^ and virgin girls 
and sa them to merchants; and this I did for many a yc^ 
the^ latter ^ 3 ^ when Satan incited me to join yon two gallows- 
birds m gathermg tocher all the riff-raff of the Arabs and ot^ 
tuples w£ might plunder merchandise and waylay mer- 

thee n, children and maidens" 

Keplied he, O Kings of the Age, the strangest thing that hap- 

'.riphCTnric TO mmoid (he ;n««twt» miiniaBC. 
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pened to me was chat one day^ two'and'Cwency years ago, I 
snatched a girl who belonged to the Holy CiQ*; she was gitieJ 
with beauty and comeliness, despite that she was but a servant 
and was dad in threadbare doihes, with a piece ot camlec'cLoth 
on her head. So i entrapped her by guile as she came out of the 
caravanserai; and at that very hour mounting her on a omel, 
made otf with her, thinking to carry her to my own people in the 
Etesert and there set her to pasture the cam^ and gather thdr 
droppings in the valley. But she wept with so sore a weeping 
that after coming down upon her with blows, 1 took her and 
carried her to Damascus dty where a merchant saw her with 
me and, being astounded at her beauty and marvelling at her 
accomplishments, wished to buy her of me and kept on bidding 
me more and more for her, till at last I sold ber to him for an 
hundred thousand dirhams. After selling her I heard her dis^ 
play prodigious eloquence; and it reached me that the merchant 
dothed her in handsome gear and presented her to the Viceroy of 
Damascus, who gave him three times the pnee which he had paid 
to me, and this price, by my life! was but little for such a damsel 
This, O Kings of the Age, is the strangest thing that ever befd 
me." When the two Kings heard her story they wondered thereat, 
but when Nuahat al'Zaman heard what the Badawi related, the 
Lght became darkness before her face and she cried out and said 
to her brother Rumzan, "Sure and sans doubt this is die very 
Badawi who kidnapped me in the Holy City Jemsalemr’ Then 
she told them all that she had endured from him in her stranger^ 
hood of hardship, blow's, hunger, humiliation, contempt, adclhig, 
‘*And now it is lawful for me to slay him." So saying she seized 
a sword and made at him to smite him; and behold, he cried 
out and said, "O Kings of the Age, suffer her not to slay me, 
till I shall have told you the rare adventures rhat have betided 
me." And her nephew Kanmakgn said to her, "O my aunt, let 
Kim tell us hb tale, and after that do with him as thou wilt" So 
she held her hand and the Kings said to him, "Now let us hear 
thy history.*' Quoth he, “O Kings of the Age, if I tel! you a 
rare tale will yc pardon me?" ^‘YeSi" answered they, Then the 
Badawi robber'chief began. 
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And he said:—Know ye that a short while ago, I was sore wakefd 
one night and choughi the mom would never dawn; so, as soon 
as it was break of day 1 rose, without stay or delay; and, slmging 
over my shoulder my sword, mounted horse and set my lance in 
rest. Then 1 rode out to sport and hunt and, as I went along, a 
company of men accosted me and asked me whither I was bound. 
I told them and they said, “We will keep thee company," So we 
all fared on together, and, whilst w'e were faring, lo and behold! up 
started an ostrich and we gave her chase, but she escaped our pur¬ 
suit and spreading w'ings ceased not to fly before us (and we tol- 
lowdng by sight) till ^e lost us in a desert wherein there was 
neither grass nor water, nor heard we aught therein save hiss of 
snake and wail of Jinn and howl of Ghul; and when we reached 
that place the ostrich disappeared nor could we cell whether she 
had flown up into the sky or into the ground had gone down. 
Then we turned our horses* heads and thought to return; but 
found that to retrace our steps at that time of burning heat would 
be toilsome and dangerous; for the sultry air was grievous to us, so 
that we thirsted with sore thirst and our steeds stood stilt We 
made sure of death; but while we were in this ra-se we suddenly 
espied from alar a spacious mead where gazelles were frisking. 
Therein was a tent pitched and by the tent side a horse tethered 
and a spear was planted with head glittering in the sun.* Upon 
this our hearts revived after we had despaired, and we turned our 
horses’ heads towards that tent making for the meadow and the 
wat^ which iTtigated it; and all my comrades fared for it and I at 
their head, and we ceased nor faring ull we reached the mead. 
Then we aUghted at the spring and watered our b^sts. But I was 
seized with a fever of foolish curiosity and went up to the door of 
that tent, wlterein I saw a young man, without liair on his cheeks, 
xvho fellowed the new moon; and on ids right hand was a slender- 
waisted maid, as she were a williw-wand. No sooner did I set 
eyes on her than love gat hold upon my heart and T saluted the 
youth, who returned my greeting. Then said I, "O my brother, 
tell me who thou art and what to thee is this damsel sitting by thy 
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side?'*’ Thereupon the youth bent his head groundwards awhile, 
then raised it and replied, ‘TcU me first who thou art and what 
are these horsemen with thee?" Answered 1, '*! am tiammad 
son of al-'Fas^, the renowned knight, who is reckoned aioong the 
Arabs as five hundred horse. We went forth from our place this 
morning to sport and chase and were overcome by durst; so I 
came to the door of this tent, thinking haply to get of thee a 
draught of water." When he heard these my words, he turned to 
the fair maiden and saick “Bring this man water and what food 
there is ready." So she arose trading her skirts, whilst the golden 
bangles tinkled on her ankles and her feet stumbled in her long 
locks, and disappeared for a tittle while. Presently she returned 
bearing in her right hand a silver vessel full of cold water and in 
her left hand a bowl brimming with milk and dates:, together with 
some fleah of wild cattle. But I could take of her nor meat nor 
drink for the excess of my passion, and I applied to her these two 
couplets, saying, 

"Ie ww as the able dye* upon tea: palms, • Wert raven perching on 

a swathe of fr^^hest snow; 

Thou seese Sun and Mexjn coDjoinj^ in her face^ * Whilfi Stm fear-dunmed 
and Moon fright-pdlid saow^*^ 

After I had eaten and drunk 1 said to the youth, "Know thou, 0 
Chief of the Arabs, that 1 have told thee in all truth who and 
wl^t 1 am, and now I would fain have thee do the like by me and 
t^ me the truth of thy case." Replied the young man, “As for 
this damsfl she is my sister." Quoth I, “It is ray desire that thou 
give me her to wife of thy free wflJr eke will I thee and take 
her by force." Upon this, he bowed his head groundwards awhile, 
then he raked ms eyes to me and answered, “Thou sayest sooth 
in avouching thyself a renowned knight and famed in fight and 
verily thou art the lion of the desert: but if ye all atteck me 
treacherously and slay me in your wrath and take my aster by 
force, it will be a stain upon your honour. An you be, as ye aver, 
cavahers who arc counted among the Champions and reck not the 
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shock of foray and fray, give me a Lttle tune to don my armour 
and sling on my sword and set lance in rest and mount war'stecd. 
Then will we go forth into the field of fight, 1 and you; and, if I 
conquer you, I will kill you to the last man: but if you overcome 
me and slay me, this damsel, my sister, is yours.^' Hearing such 
words I replied, 'This is only just, and we gppcNse it not." Then I 
turned back tny horse's head {for my love for the minsd waxed 
hotter and hotter) and returned to my companions, to whom I set 
forth her beauty and loveliness as also cl;c comeliness of the young 
man who was with her, together with his valour and strength of 
soul and how he had avouched himself a mat^^h for a thousand 
horse. Moreover, T described to my company the tent and all the 
riches and rarities therein and said to them, "Know ye that this 
youth would not have cut himsdf off from society and have taken 
up his abode alone in this place, were he not a man of great 
p^ess; M I propose that whoso slayeth the younfcer shall cake 
his sister." And they said. “This contenteth us." Then my 
company armed themselves and mounting, rode to the tent, 'where 
we found that the young man had donned his gear and backed his 
steed; but his sister ran up to him (her veil being drenched with 
and took hold of his stirrup and cried out, saying, "Aksl" 
and, “Woe worth the dayl" in her fear for her brother, and re' 
cited these couplets. 


‘ To Allah will T make my tjw»n of travail and of timjc; • Maybe Tlih of 
Afsh' will Rnvtc their face# with affright; 

Fain would ^y slay thee, brother mine, with purpose fdon fdl • Albe no 
cauK <rf vengeance wae, nor fault forewent the fight- 

Yet for a rider art thou known to those who hack the steed, * And twijit 
the We^t of knighia thou art the prnwest knight: 

Thy siKwa honour thou ^t ptaid though little might be hcra. • For 
thou rt her brother and for thee she weth Allah's mieht i 

Then to not memy possess my mt ‘thrall my frame, • And work on me 

Sister with 

” ^ thm art 

not, tiM^h dight tC be with joyance and delight: 

F-ir ftwe and y^ing af^ thee myself I fain will slay, • And in the 
gloomy darlcKune tomb apraad bed upon the clay." 

But when her brother heard her verse he wept with sore weeping 
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and turned bis horse'^ hrad towards his sieCct and made this 
answer to her poetry, 

“Stand by and $ce the dening'dq which I tCKh.y wQl show, * * When meet 
we and t deal them blew? thac tend and dcavc and ^lit; 

E'en thnugh nish out to sect a bout the lion of the war, • The ttnuieic 
luartu brave of all and eke the best in wit; 

To him Ill deal wiiliotiC delay a Sa'akbiyan blow,* * And dye my cane' 
spear'a joitit in blood by wound of foe be$pic: 

If all 1 beat not oS^ from thee, O eistcT, may thic frame * Be dain, and 
cast my oorpsa to birds, for so rt would befit: 

Yes, for thy deansc sake Til stnkc my blows with might and main, * And 
when we're gone shad this event in many a book be writ" 

And when he had ended his verse, he said, my sister, give ear 
to what I shall enjojn on thee"; whereto fibe rephra, “Hearkening 
and obedience,'* Quoth he, “H I fall, let none possess thy 
person;*’ and thereupon she buffeted her face and said, “Allah 
forbid, O my brother, that 1 d:iould see thee laid low and yield 
myself to thy foe!”' With this the youth put out his hand to her 
and withdrew her vdl from her face, whereupon it shone forth as 
the sun shineLh out from the white clouds. Then he kissed her 
between the eyes and hade her farewell; after which he turned to 
us and said, “Holla, Knight! Come ye as guests or crave ye cuts 
and thrusts? If ye come to us as your hosts, rejoice ye in the 
guest'rite; and, if ye covet the shining moon, come ye out against 
me, knight by knight, into this plain and place of fight." 'niere' 
upon rushed out to him a doughty rider and the young man said 
to him, “TcU me thy name and thy father’s name, for I am under 
an oath not to slay any whose name tallies with mine and whose 
father’s name is that of my father; and if this be the case with 
thee, ! will give thee up the maid." Quoth the boiscman, “My 
name is Bilal;"^ and the young man answered him, saying, 
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‘"TIkju best when speiking of 'Ixnefits^* while • Tbwi oomest: lo frorut with 
thine evillest 

An of prowess tboo'rt prow, to toy wotds give car* • Foil he who nulcg* 
ebi^pions in hmlc'fidd red 

With keen btade, like the hom of the cusp^ 100014 * So 'mie thrust that 
shkU dull through the iiumi liiiil'' 

Then they charged down, each at each, and the youth thrust his 
adversary in the breast so chat the tance^head issued from his 
hack< With this, another came out, and the youth cried, 

"Ho thou hound, who art rotten wteh forutnc6» ih gnin,* * What high meed 
is there euy for warrior tu gain? 

Tis none save the lioti of etrain purest pure ♦ V/ho for life m 

the baolc'plaior' 

Nor was it long before the youth left him drowned in his blood 
and cried out, “Who will come forth to idc?“ So a third horse' 
man rushed out upon the youth and began saying, 

"To diet oome I forth with tny heart a'flame, * And sununon my frioids 
and my ccHurades b>’ name: 

When dwu slewest the ohief of the Arabs this day, • Thia day 
imaineat the pledge of my daim." 

Now when the youth heard this he answered him in these words, 

"Thou liest, O foulest of Satans that are, * Ami with leadings calummous 
thmi ^XEnifSi to wari 

This day thou ahalt fall by a death-dealing point • Where the iungt 

and the scymitais jar!'' 

Then he so foined him in the breast chat the spear-point issued 
from his back and he cried out, saying, “Hoi will none come 
out?" So a fourth fared forward and the youth a^ed him his 
name and he answered, “My name is Hilal, the New Moon." And 
the youth began repeating, 

'TTiou failed who would sink me m minrsea, * Thou who earnest in 
malice with perfidy; 

I, whose ver*s hast heard from the mouth of me. • Wdl ravish chv fed 
though unkncpwn to thee.'* 

Then they drave at each other and delivered two cuts, but 
the youth’s stroke devanced that of the rider his adversary and 
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slew him: and ihm he went on to kill all who sallied out against 
him Now when 1 saw my comrades slain, 1 said to myself, “If 1 
go down to fight with him, 1 shall not be able to prevail against 
him; and, if 1 ike, 1 shall become a byword of shame among the 
Arabs/' But the youth gave me no time to think, for he ran 
at me and diagged me from my ^ddle and hurled me to the 
ground. I fainted at the fall and he raised his sword designing to 
cut off my head; but I dung to bis skirts, and he lifted me in his 
hand as though i were a spa^^ow^ When the maiden saw this* she 
rejoiced in her brother's prowess and coming up to him, kissed 
him between the eyes* Then he delivered me to her* ^ying, 
^Take him and look to him and entreat him hospitably, for ha 
is come under our nik/' So she took hold of the <^\l^ of my 
hauberk* and kd me away by it as one would lead a dog. Then 
she did off her brother's coat of mail and clad him in a robe, and 
sec for him a stool of ivory, on which he sat down; and the said 
to him, '^Ailah whiten thy honour and prevent from th^ the 
shifts of fortunel'* And he answ^ercd her with these couplets, 

“My fiister «id. aj saw dvc hmf I stood • In fighr, when mn^iays lit my 
kikightlihood, 

*AlLih assain thee foe a Bi^ve of braves * To whom in vale bcFw iions 

howso woodr 

Quetb "Go ask the dumpiofis of my osc, • When fraied the Lords of 
war my waroor-niood! 

My name is famed for fortune and for force* * And scared my spLtit to such 
altitude f 

Ho thou, Hammadr * km hast upstirred, • Shall show thts speedy death 
like vipcr^hrcod." 


* Anbr ”Daj* 4 ‘ ^ m. bdbetg^n, % co4t of riEKg^alh somedmes wofn in pplrsu 
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Now when I beard his verse, I was perplexed as to my case and, 
considering my condition and how I was become a captive, 1 w’as 
lowered in my own esteem. Then I looked ai the damspl^ his 
sister, and seeing her beauty I said to mysdt, " Tis sie who caused 
all this trouble* ** '; and I fell a-marvclling at her loveliness till the 
tears streamed from my eyes and I rect^ these couplets, 

“Dear fnendl ah leave thy loud reproadi and blamt; • Such blame but irte 
me yet may not alann: 

Tm dean disimuiKt for one whom uw 1 not * Without her winning me 
by winionie charm: 

Ycstieoi her brwhcf crassed me m her low. • A Brave stouthearted and 
right long of atm “ 

Then the maiden set food before her brother and he bade me eat 
with him, whereat I rejoiced and felt assured that I should not be 
slmn. And when he had ended eating, she brought Kim a fiagon 
of pure wine and he applied him to it till the fumes of the drink 
mounted to his head and his face flushed red. Then he turned to 
me and said, “Woe to thee, O Hammadl dost thou know me 
or not? Relied f, By thy life, I am rich in naught save 
i^orance!*' Quoth he. “O Hammad, 1 am 'Abbid bin Tami'm 
bin Sa labah and indesd Allah giveth thee thy libert>^ and leadeth 
thee to a happy bnde and spareth thee confusion/* Then he 
diank to tny long life and gave me a cup of wine and I drank it 
on; and presently he filled roe a second and a third and a fourth, 
and 1 drained them aU; while he made merry with me and swore 
me never to be^y him. So I swarc to him one thousand five 
hundred oaths that I would never deal perfidiously with hiid at 
My ^e, but that f wcfdd be a friend and a helper to him. 
^eieupon he bade his sister bring me ten suits of silk; so she 
brought them and laid them on my person, and this dress I have 
on my body k one of them. Moreover, he made bring one of 
the best of his she'dromedarics^ carrying stuffs and provaunt, he 
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bade her also bring a sorrel horse^ and when they were brought he 
gave the whole oi them to me, 1 abode with them three days, 
eating and diinking, and what he gave me of gifts is with me to 
this present. At tJve end of the three days he said to me, *’0 
Hamma d, O my brother, I would sleep awhik and cake my 
and verily 1 trust my life to thee; but, if thou see horsemen making 
hither, fear not, for know that they are of tlic Banu Sa'Iabah, 
seeking to wage war on me.*’ Then he laid his sword under his 
head^iUow and slept; and when he was drowned in slumber Iblis 
tempted me to sky him; so I arose in haste, and drawing the 
sword from under his head, dealt him a blow that mode bis head 
fall from his body. But his sister knew what I had done, and 
rushing out from within the tent, threw herself on his corpse, 
rending her raiment and repeating these couplets, 

“To lath md kin bear thou sad cidio^ of our pluihc; * From doom th* All' 
wise decreed ahull owe of i»ai talue di^hl; 

Low art thou kid, O brothexl atrewn upon thi: atouo, ■ With fare that 
minora moon when diinijig bnehtet bnahtl 
Good sooth, it IB a day accui^, diy akughter'day * Shivering thy speu' that 
won the day in many a £ght! 

Ntjw thou be akin no rider ahall delight in aiced, * Nor tnait'child ahaU 
the breeding woman bring to light. 

Thu nnom Hatnmad uprose and foully murthered thee, * FaUing his oath 
and troth with foulest petjur^'." 

When she had ended her verse she said to me, ’*0 thou of accursed 
forefathers, wherefore didst thou play my brother false and sky 
him when he purposed returning thee to thy native land with pny 
visions; and it was his intent also to many thee to me at the first of 
the month?'* Then she drew a sword she had with her, and plant' 
ing the hilt in the earth, with the point set to her breast, she beat 
over it and threw her^ thereon till the blade issued from her 
back and she fell to the ground, dead. I mourned for her and 
wept and repeated when repentance availed me naught. Then I 
arose in haste and went to the tent and, taking whatever was light 
of load and weighty of worth, went my way: bur in my haste and 
horror I took no heed of my dead comrades, nor did I bury the 
maiden and the youth. And this my tale is still more wondrous 
than the story of the sen'ing'girl I kidnapped from the Holy City, 
Jerusalem, But when Nuzlkt oJ-Zaman heard these words from 

the Badawd, the light was changed in her eyes to night.-‘And 

Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 




112 


Ale Laylah va Laylah. 


IStcn it teas tite i^tintirrb anti jrartp-fiftt) ^tgtftp 

She said* U hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Kuzhat al'Zaman heard these words From the Badawi* the hghi 
was changed in her eyes to night, and she nose and drawing the 
sword, smote Ham mad the Arab between the shouldet'Uades 
so that the point issued from the apple of his throat.* And when 
all present asked her, "Why hast thou made to day him;" 
she answered, "Praised be Allah who hath granted me in my life 
tide to avenge mysdf with mine own hand I" And she bade the 
slaves drag the body out by the feet and cast it to the dc^. 
Thereupon they turned to the two prisoners who remained of tnp 
t^ee; and one of them was a bbek slave* so they said to him. 
What is thy name, fellow? Tell us the truth of thy case." He 
replied. As for me my name is AI-Ghaeb^^' and acquainted 
them what had passed between himself and Queen Ah Hi^ah , 
daughter of Kim liardub, Lord of Greece, and how he had slain 
her and fled. Hardly had the negro made an end of his story* 
when King Rumran struck off his head with his scymitar, saying, 
I^se to Allah wim gave me life! I have avenged my mother 
with my ovm hand," Then he repeated to them what his nurse 
h^anah had told him of this same slave whose name was Al' 
Ghazban; after which they turned to the third prisoner. Now 
tto was the very camel-driver^ whom the people of the Holy 
City* Jerusalem, hired to carry Zau al lvlakan and lodge him in the 
hi^ifct at Damascus of Syria; but he threw him down on the 
ashes-midden and went his way. And they said to him, "Acquaint 
us wi^th thy case and tell the truth." So he related to them all 
that had fmppened to him with Sultan Zau al-Makan; how he had 
been earned from the Holy City, at the time when he was si^ 
^ they made Damascus and he had been thrown into the hospital; 
how also the Jerusalem folk had paid the cameleer money to 
transport the stranger to Damascus* and he had taken it and fled 
after citing hfe dmige upon the midden by the side of the ash- 
heap of the Hammam. But when he ended his words, Sultan 
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Kannkakan took his sword forthright and cut o€ his hcad^ saying, 
**Frai£ed be Allah who hath given me life, thar 1 might requite 
this traitor what he did with my fathar, for 1 have heard this vciy 
story frotn King Zau al'Makan himself." Then the Kings said 
each to other, "It remainctb only for us to wreak our revenge 
upon dbc old woman Shawahi, yclept Zat al'Dawahi, because she 
is the prime cause of all these calamities and cast us into adversity 
on t^ wise. Who will ddivcr her into mir hands that we may 
avenge ourselves upon her and wipe out our dishonour?" And 
King Rumtan said, "Needs must we bring her hither." So without 
stay or deby he wrote a letter to his grandmother, the aforesaid 
ancient woman, giving her to know therein that he had subdued 
the kingdoms of Damascus and Moisul and Irak, and had broken 
up the host of the Moskms and captured their princes, adding, 
“I desire thee of all urgency to come to me, bringing with th^ 
Queen Sophia, daughter of King Afridun, and whom thou wilt of 
the Naiarene chiefs, but no armies; for the country is quiet and 
wholly under our hand." And when she read the letter and reoog' 
nised the handwriting of King Rumcan, she rejoiced with great 
joy and forthright equipping herself and Queen Sophia, set out 
with their attendants and journeyed, without stopping, till they 
drew near Baghdad. Tlien she fonesent a messenger to acquaint 
the King of her arrival, v/hereupon quoth Rumsan, “We should 
do well to don the habit of the Franks and fare forth to meet the 
old woman, to the intent that we may be assured against her 
craft and perfidy.” Whereto Kantnakan: replied, ‘‘'Hearing is 
consenting." So they clad themselves in Frankish clothes and, 
when Kuzia Fakan saw them, she exclaimed, “By the truth of 
the Lord of W‘orship, did I not know you, I shomd take you to 
be indeed Franks!" Then they sallied forth with a thousand 
horse. King Rumzan riding on before them, to meet the old 
woman. As soon as his eyes fell on hers, he dismounted and 
walked towards her and she, recogniting him, dismounted also and 
embraced him: but he pressed b» ribs with his hands, ttU he well 
nigh broke them. Quoth she, “What is this, O my son?" But 
before she bad done speaking, up came Kanmakan and Dandan; 
and the horsemen w'ith them cried out at the women and slaves 
and took them all prisoners. Then the two IGngs returned to 
Baghd'jih with their captives, and Rum tan bade them decorate the 
city which they did for three days, at the end of which they 
brought out the old woman Shawahi, Light Zac al'Dawahi, with a 
VOL in. 
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peaked red turiiand of palfu'leavfts on her head, diademed with 
asses'^dung and preceded by a herald proclaiming alouci ^This is 
the reward of Aose who presume to lay hands on Kings and the 
wns of Kings!" Thm they cnidiaed her on one of the gates of 
Bag^hdad; andj when her companions saw what befd her, ait 
^braced in a Ixidy the fai'th of Ahlslam. As for Kanmakan'and 
his uncle Ruinmn and his aunt Nuzhat ai Zanmn and the Wazir 
Dandarij ^cy marveUed at the wonder! ul evtfuta that hiid betided 
them and bade the scribes chronicle them in boob that tJiode wlio 
came alter might read. Then they all abode for the remainder of 
char days in the enjoymienc of e\'ery solace and comfort of life, 
UU Jere overtooit them the Destroyer of all delights and the 
Simderer of ail societies. And this is the whole that haih come 
d^ to us of ^e dcalinp of fortune with King Omar bin al- 
Isu iman and his sons Sharrkan and 2au al-Mabm and his son's 
Mn Mtimak^ and his daughter Nuchat al'Z^man and her 
Fakan, Thereupon quoth Shahryar to Shahrazad, 

I di^e that thou tell me somewhat about birds;” and hearing 
chM Dunyazad mid to her sfeter, “1 have never seen the Sultan 
light at heart all this while till the present night: and his pleasure 
^ch ^ how that the Issue for thee with liim may be a happy 
T“I’cL t " arowsinesa overcaine the Sultan, so he slept;^ — 
And Shahrawd perceiX'ed the approach of day and ceased saying 


EJljtn il tDatf ({jc Chit ©utthreh jmb Jfortp-sfutij 
Shahrazad began to relate, in these words, the tale of 


THE BIRDS AND BEASTS AND TPIE CARPENTER,* 

Quoth she, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that in times 
of yore and m ages long gone before, a peacock abode with his 
wife on the sea^ore. Now the place was infested with L'ons 
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and ^ manner wild beasts^ withal it ahounckd in and 
streams. Socock and hen were want to roost by night upon one 
of the trees, being in fear of the beasts, and went forth 1^ day 
questing food. And they ceased not thus to do till their fear 
increase on theni and they searched for some pbee wherein to 
dw-ell other than their old dwcUing-piace; and in the course oi thdr 
search behold, they h^pened on an island abounding in streama 
and trees. So they alibied there aivd ate of its fruits and drank 
of its waters. But wh^ they were thus engaged, bi up ca^ to 
them a duck m a state of extreme terror, ana stayed not faring 
forwards till she reached the tree wdierttna were perched the two 
peafowl, when she seemed re^asaured in mind. The peacock 
doubted not but that she had some rare story; so he asked her of 
her case and the cause of her ojtKcm, whereto she answered, 'T 
am sick for sorrow, and my horror of the son of Adam: ‘ so bcw'are, 
and again I say beware of the sons of Adam!" E^oined the 
peacodt, “Fear not now that thou hast won our protection." 
Cried die duck, "Alhantdolillah! glory to God, who hath done 
away my cark and care by means of you being near! For indeed 
I come of friendship fain with you twain.** And when she had 
ended her speech the peacock’s wife came down to her and said, 
‘*Well come and welcome and fair cheer! No harm shall hurt 
thee: how can son of Adam come to us and we in this isle which 
lieth amiddlemost of the sea? From the land he cannot reach 
ufi neither can he come against us from the water, So be of good 
cheer and tell us what hath betided thee from the child of Adam.” 
Answered the duck, ‘*Know, then, O thou peahen, that of a truth 
1 have dwelt ail my life in this island safely and peacefully, nor 
have I seen any disquieting thing, dll one night, as 1 was asleep, 
1 sighted in my dream the semblance of a son of Adam, who 
talked with me and I with him. Then 1 heard a voice say to me, 
*0 thou duck, beware of the son of Adam and be not imposed on 
by his words nor by that he may suggest to thee; forheaboundeth 
in wiles and guiles; so beware with all wariness of his perfidy, for 
again 1 say, ^ is crafry and right cunning even as singeth of him 
the poet, 

‘Hell fiffer fweetmeats with liis edged toagfue, * And fox thee with the 
foxy guile of foi. 
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And know thou that the son of Adam ciroimventeth the 
and diBweth them forth of the seas» and he shooteth the birds 
with a pellet of clay/ and tmppeth the elephant with his craft. 
None is safe from Ibis mischief and neither bird nor beast escapeth 
him; and on this wise have 1 told thee what 1 have heard con* 
ceming the son of Adam.* So [ awoke, fearful and cremhling, 
and from that hour to this my heart hath not known gladn^ for 
dread of the son of Adam, lest he surprise me unawares by his 
wik or trap me in his snares. By the time the end of the day 
overtook me, my strength was grown weak and my spunk failed 
me; so, desiring to eat and drink, I went forth walking, troubled 
in spirit and with a heart ill at ease. Now when 1 reached yonder 
mountain I saw a tawny lio&'whelp at the door of a cave; and 
sitting me he jo^d in me with great joy, for my colour pleased 
him and my gractotis shape; so he cried out to me saying, 'Draw 
nigh unto me/ 1 went up to him and he asked me, ‘What is thy 
name, and what is thy nature?' Answered I, 'My name is Duck, 
and I am of the bird-kind;* and I added, 'But thou, why tarriest 
thou in this place till this time?' Answered the whelp, 'My father 
the 1^ hath for many a day warned me against the son of Adam, 
and it came to pass this night that I saw in my sleep the semblance 
of a son of A4;kuii.’ And he went on to tell me t^ like of th at I 
have told you. When I heard these words, I said to him, *0 lion» 
I take asylum with thee, that thou mayest kill the son of Adam 
and be steadfast in resolve to his slaughter; verily I fear him for 
myself with extreme fear and to my fri^t aff right is added (or thaf 
thou also dreadest the son of Adam, alheit thou art Sultan of 
savage beasts.* Then I ceased not, O my sister, to bid the young 
lion beware of the son of Adam and urge him to slay him, till he 
rose of a sudden and at once from his stead and went out and he 
fared on, and 1 after him and I noted him lashjn g with tail. 
We advanced in the same order till we came to a place where the 
^ds forked and saw a cloud of dust arise wlu'ch. presently dear' 
ing away, discovered below it a runaway naked ass, now galloping 
and running at speed and now rolling in the dust. When the lion 
saw the ass, he cried out to him, and he came up to him in all hu- 

n^ty. Then said the lion. *Harkyc, crack-brain brute! What is 

thy kind and what be the cause of thy coming hither?' He replied. 
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‘O son of the Sultan! I am by lond an ass—Asinus Caballus^ 
and the cause of my coming to this place is that I am fleeing from 
the son of Adam.' Asked the lion-whelp, 'Dust thuu fear then that 
he wilt kill thee?' Answered the ass, 'Not so, O son of the Sultan, 
but I dread lest he put a cheat on me and mount uptm me} for he 
hath a thing called Pack-saddle, which he setteth on my back; 
also a thing called Girths which he bindcth about my belly; and a 
thing called Crupper which he puctctb under my tail, and a thing 
called Bit which he placeth in my mouth; and he fashioneth me a 
goad' and goadedi me with it and maketh me run more than my 
strength. If 1 stumble he curseth me, and if I bray, he revileth 
me;^ and at last when 1 grow old and can no longer run, he 
putteth on me a parmeP of wood and delivereth me to the water- 
carriers, who load my back with water from the river in skins and 
other %'^scl5, such as jars, and 1 cease not to wone in misery and 
abasement and fadguc dll I die, when they cast me on the rubbish- 
heaps to the dogs. So what grief can surpass this grief and what 
calamities can be greater than these calamities?’ Now when I heard, 
O peahen, the ass's words, my skin shuddered, and became as 
gcxMcflcsh at the son of Adam; and I said to the lion-whelp, 'O my 
lord, the ass of a verity hath excuse and his words add terror to my 
tenor.' Then quoth the young lion to the ass, 'Whither goest thou?' 
Quoth he, ‘Before sunrise I espied the son of Adam afar off, and 
fl^ from him; and now I am minded to flee forth and run without 
ceasing for the greatness of my fear of him, so haply I may find me 
a place of shelter from the perfidious son of Adam/ the 

ass was thus discoursing with the b’on-whdp, seeking the while to 
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cake Irave of m and go away, befuild, appeared to m another doud 
of dust, whereat the asa brayed and cr^ out and boked hard and 
let fly a loud fart.^ After a while the dust lifted and discovered a 
black steed finely flight with a blaze on the lorehcafl like a flirham 
round and bright;* buicUomely marked about dielioof with white 
and with firm strong kgs pleasing to sight and he neighed with 
affright. Thia horse ceased not running till he stood before the 
whe^, the son of the lion who, when he saw bim^ mar^’etled ai:d 
made much of him and said. *What is thy kind, O majesdc wild 
beast and wherefore fleest thou into this desert wide and vast?' He 
repbed, *0 lord of wild beasts, i am a steed of the horse-kind, and 
the cause of my running is that I am fleeing from the son of Adam.' 
The lion-whelp wondered at the horse's speech and cried to him, 
'Speak not sum words for it js shame to thee, seeing that thou art 
tall and stout. And how cometh it that thou feaiest the son of 
Adam, thou, with thy bulk of body and thy swiftness of running, 
when I, for all my littlene^ of stature am resolved to encounter 
the son of Adam and, rushing on him, eat his flesh, that 1 may allay 
the affright of this poor duck and make her dwell in pca« in h^ 
own place? But now thou hast come here and thou hast wTung my 
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heart with thy calk and turned tne back from what 1 had resolved to 
do, seeing t hat for all thy bulk, the son of Adam hath mastered thee 
and hath feared neither thy height nor thy bn^dth, albeit, wert 
thou U> kick Iiini with 000 hoof thou wouldst kill him, nor could 
be prevail against thee, but tliou woul Jsttnake him dri^ the cup of 
death.' The horse laughed when be heard the whelp's words and 
replied, ‘Far, far is it trom my power to o^^ercome him, O Prince. 
Let not my length and my breadth nor yet my bulk delude thee with 
respect to the son of Adam; tor that he, of the excess of his guile 
and his wiles, fashioneth me a thing called Hobble and applieth to 
my four legs a pair of ropes made of pahu'hbres bound with felt, 
and gibbeteth me by the head to a h^h peg, so that I being tied 
up remdin standing and can neither sit nor lie down. And when 
he IS minded to ride me, he bindeth on his feet a thing of iron 
c^led Sdmip^ and layeth on my back another thing called Saddle, 
which he fastencth by two Girths passed under my armpits. Then 
he setceth in my mouth a thing of iron he calleth Bit, to which he 
tietb a thing of leather called Rein; and, when he sitteth in the 
saddle on my bact he taketb the rein in his hand and guideth me 
with it, goading my flanks the while wi th the shovel'sdmjps till 
he maketh them bleed. ^ do not ask, O son of our Sultan, the 
luirdships 1 endure from the son of Adam. And when 1 grow old 
and lean and can no longer mn swiftly, he sdieth me to the miller 
who mft]c< (*rh me turn in the miU, and 1 cease not from turning 
night and day till 1 grow decrepit. Then be in turn vendeth me 
to the knacker who cutteth my throat and flay^h off my hide and 
pluckcth out my tail, w'hich he sellctK to the sieve maker; and he 
melteth down my fat for cailow'candles.' When the young lion 
heard the horse s words, his rage and vexation redoubled and he 
said. 'When didst rhnu leave the son of AdamT Replied the horse, 
'At mid'day and he is upon mv track.' the w'hdn was thus 

conversing with the horse lo! there rose a doud of dust and, 
presently opening out, discov'ered below it a funous camel gurgling 
and pawing the earth with his feet and never ceasing so to do till 
he came up with us. Now when the lion-whdp saw how big and 
buxom he was, he cook him to be the son of Adam and was about 
to spring upon him when T said to him, *0 Prince, of a truth thfa 
is not the son of Adam, this be a cameS, and he seemeth to be 
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fleeing from the son of Adam/ As 1 was thus conversings O my 
sisteFi with the hon^whelpi the camel came np and saluted 
whersupon tus nituniiJ the greeting and said, W hac bnngech 
thee hither?' Replied he, ‘I canie here fleeing from the son of 
Adam.’ Quoth the v/help, 'And thou, with thy huge frame and 
length and breadth, how cometh it that thou fearest the son of 
Adam, seeing that with one tick of thy foot thou wouldst kill him?' 
Quoth the camel, ’O son of the Sultan, know that the son of Adam 
bath subtleties and wiles, which none can withstand nor can any 
prevail against him, save only Death; for he putteth into my 
nostrils a twine of goat's hair he calleth Nose-ring/ and ov-er my 
head a thing he cdleth Halter; then he ddivercth me to the least 
of his litdc children, and the youngli^ draweth me along by the 
nose'ring, my she and scrcngtli notwitnscanding. Then they toad 
me with the heaviest of burdens and go bng ioum^ with me 
and put me to hard labour through the hours tn the night and the 
day. When I grow' old and stricken in years and dialed from 
working, my master keepeth me not wdth him, but sclleth me to 
the knacker who cutteth my throat and vendeth my hide to the 
tanners and my flcjih to the cooks; so do not ask the hardships 1 
suffer from the son of Adam.’ 'When didst thou leave the son of 
Adam?' asked the young lion; and he answered, ‘At sundowm, 
and I suppose that coming to my place after my departure and 
not finding me there, he is now in search of me: whermore let me 
go, O son of the Sultan, that 1 may flee into the wolds and the 
wilds,* Said the whelp, 'Wait awhile, O camel, till thou see how 
1 will tear him, and give thee to eat of his flesh, whilst 1 ciaunch 
his bones and drink his blood.* Replied the camel, 'O King s stpn, 
I fear for thee from the child of Adam, for he is wily and gdle' 
full.' And he began repeating these verses:— 

'When the tyrant enters the lieges' land, * Naught remains for the lieges but 
quick roncis'^er 

Now wbibt the camel was speaking with the lion-whclp, behold, 
there rosea doud of dust which, after a time, opened and showed an 
old man scanty of stature and lean of limb; and he bore on bis sboul' 
dcr a basket of carpenter’s tools and on his head a branch of a tree 
and eight planks. He led little children by the hand and came on 
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at a trotting pace,' never stopping till he drew near the whelp. 
When I saw him, O my sister, 1 fell down for excess of fear; but 
the young Hon rose and walked forward to meet the carpenter and 
when 1:^ came up to him, the man smiled in his face and said to him, 
with a glib tongue and in aiurtty terms, ‘O King who defendeth 
from harm and lord of the lung aim, AUiih prosper dune evening 
and thine endeavouring and increase thy vJiancy and strengthen 
thee? ^ Protect me from that which hath distressed me and with its 
mischief bath oppressed me, tor i have found no helper save only 
thyself. And the carpenter stood in his presence weeping and 
wailing and complaining. When the whelp heard his sighing and 
his crying he sait^ ‘I will succour thee from that thou fearest, Who 
^h done thee wrong and what art thou, O wild host, whose like 
in my life I never saw, nor ever espied one goodlier of form or 
more eloquent of tongue than thou? What is thy case?* Replied 
the man, ‘’O lord of w^d beasts, as to myself I am a carpenter; but 
as to who hath wronged me, verily he is a son of Ad^, and by 
break of dawn after t^ coming night* he will be with thee in this 
place/ When the Lon'whelp heard these words of the carpenter, 
the light was changed to night before his sight and he snorted and 
roared with ire and his eyes cast forth sparks of fire. Then he cried 
out saymg, "“By Allah, I will assuredly watch through this coming 
night till dawn, nor will 1 return to ray father till I have won my 
wul/ Tlien he turned to the carpenter and asked, '^Of a truth I see 
thou art short of step and I would not hurt thy feelings for chat I 
am generous of heart; yet do I deem thee unable to keep pace 
with die wild beasts: tell me then whither thou goest?’ Answered 
the carpenter, ‘Know that I am on my way to thy father s Warir, 
the lynx; for when he heard that the son of Adam had set foot in 
this country be feared greatly for himself and sent one of the wild 
beasts on a message for me, to make him a house wherein he 
should dwell, that it might slielter him and fend off his enemy from 
him, so not one of the sons of Adam should come at him. Ac' 
cordingly 1 took up these planks and set forth to find him/ Now 
when the young lion heard these words he envied the lynx and 
said to the carpenter, ‘By my life there is no help for it but thou 


^ Arftb. ^ pai afirrieil when dfrurnAmhulittnFt the 

fPllgTTfrillgc uf* 

rrighr*' wduU he aair msht"; the Arabs, I repest^ My ‘'wght uid dmr " 
fioi ind night" ^ 



122 


Alf Layi^h wa Laylah. 


make me a bouse with these pUnks ere thou make one /or Sir 
Lynx! When thou hast done my work, go to hini and im ke 
whatso he wisbech.* The cari:CTter rephi^ ‘O lord ol wild beasts, 
1 cannot make ebre augbt till I have ni^e the Ijmx what be 
desireth: tben wiJl I return to tby service and build thee a bouse 
as a fort to ward thee from thy foe.' Exclaimed the lioti'wbelp, 
By Allah, ‘I will not let thee leave this place till thou build me a 
house of planks. So saying he made for the carpenter and sprang 
upon him, thinking to jest with him, and cutfed mm with his paw, 
knocking the basket off his shoulder; and threw him down in a 
fainting fit, whereupon the young lion laughed at him and said, 
'Woe to thee, O carpenter, of a truth thou art feeble and hast no 
torce; so it is excusable in thee to fear the son of Adam.' Now 
when the carpenter fell on his back, he waxed exceeding wxoth; 
but he dt^mbled bis wrath for fear of the whelp and sat up and 
smded in his face, saying, I will make for thp^ the house,' 

^iVith this he cook the planks he had brought and nailed together 
the house, which he made in the form of a chest after the measure 
of the yo^g lion. And he left the door open, for he had cut in 
the box a large aperture, to which he made a stout cover and bored 
mwy holes therein. Then he took out some newly wrought nails 
a hammer and said to theyoung lion, Enter the house through 
this opening, that I may fit it to thy measure ' Thereat the whelp 
rejoiced and went up to the opening, but saw that it was strait; 
and the carpenter said to him, ‘Enter and cmudi down on thy legs 
and arms! So the whelp did thus and entered the chest, but his 
tail remained outside. Then he would have dtawn back and come 
out; but the carpenter said to him, ‘Wait patiently a while till I 
^ if there be room for diy tail with thee.’ The young lion did as 
he w^ bid when the carpenter twisted up his tail and, stuflSng it 
into the chest, whipped the lid on to the opening and nailed it 
down; whereat the whelp cried out and said, ‘O carpenter, what is 
this narrow house thou hast made me? Let me out, sirrah'' But 
the carpenter answered. ‘Far be ft. far be it from thy thought! 
Repentance for past avails naught, and indeed of this piac^ thou 
Shalt not Mme out.' He then lauerhcd and resumed, *VeriIy thou 
art falkm into the trap and from thy duresse there is no escape, O 
Micst of Wild beasts?^ Rejoined the whelp. ‘O mv brother^, what 
ma^cr of words are these thou addressest to me?' The carpen ter 
repli^ ‘Know, O dog of the d«5ert! that thou hast fallen into that 
which thou r<&aredst: Fate hath upsec thee^ nor shall caution set 
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thee up/ When the whelp heard these words, O my sister, he knew 
that was indeed the very son ot Adam, against whom he had 
been warned by his sire m waking state and by the mysterious 
Voice in sleeping w'hile; and 1 aJ% was certiiled that this was 
indeed he without doubt; wherefore great tear of him for myself 
seised me and I withdrew' a little apart from him and waited to see 
what he would do with the young lion. Then I saw, O my sister, 
die son of Adam dig a pit in that place hard by the chest which 
held the whelp and, throwing the box into the hole, heap dry wood 
u|wn it and bum the young lion with lire. At this sight, O sister 
mine, my fear of the son of Adam redoubled and in my alright 1 
have be^ these two days fleeing from him/' But wbm the pea' 

hen heard from the duck this story,-And Shahnatad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 

(B^tn it dje €>ne lC|>unhreb anh Jligtit, 

She said, ft hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
peahen heard from the duck tliisstor)', she wonde^ with exceed' 
ing wonder and said to her, ‘* *0 my sister, here thou art sale from 
the son of Adam, for we are in one of the islands of the sea 
whither there is no way for the son of Adam; so do thou take up 
chine abode with us dll Allah make easy thy case and our case/' 
Quoth the duck, “I fear lest some calamity come upon me by 
night, for no runaway can rid him of fate by flight." Rejoined the 
peahen, “Abide with us, and be like unto us/' and ceased not to 
persuade her, till she yielded, saying, “O my sister, thou knowi^ 
how weak is my resistance; W vciSy had I not seen thee here, I 
had not remained.” Said the peahen, "That which is on our 
foreheads^ wc must indeed fulfil, and when our dnomed day 
draweth near, who shall ddiver us? But not a soul departeth 
except it have accomplished its predestined livelihood and term.” 
Now the while they talked thus, a cloud of dust appeared and 
approached them, at sight of which the dude shriekra aloud and 
ran down into the sea, crying cnit, ‘'Beware! beware! chough Sight 
there is not from Fate and Lot!"’ After awhile, the dust opened 
out and discovered under it an antelope; whereat the duck and 
the peahen were reassured and the peacock's wife said to Her com- 
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panfoo, "O my sister, this thou se^ and wouldst have me beware 
of is an antebpe, and here he is, making for us. He will do us no 
hurt, for the antelope feedeth upon the heifasof the earth and, even 
as thou art of the bird'ktnd, so is he of the beast-kind. Be there¬ 
fore of good cheer and cease care-taking; for care^tabing wasteth 
the body," Hardly had the peahen done speaking, when the ante' 
lope came up to them, thinking to shelter him under the shade of 
the tree; and, sighting the peahen and the duck, saluted them and 
said, "i came to this island to-day and I have seen none richer in 
herbage nor pleasanter for habitation " Then he besought them 
for company and amity and, when they saw hia friendly behaviour 
to them, they welcomed him and gladly accepted his offer. So 
they struck up a sincere friendship and sware thereto; and they 
slept in one pkee and they ate and drank together: nor did they 
cease dwelling in safety, eating and drinking their fill, rill one day 
there came thither a ship which had strayed from her course in the 
sra. She cast anchor near them and the crew came forth and 
di^ersed about the island. They soon caught sight of the three 
friends, antdope, peahen and dude, and made for them; whereupon 
the peahen flew up into the tree and thence winged her way 
through air; and the antelope fled into the desert, but the duck 
abode paralysed by fear. So they chased her till they caught her 
and she cri^ out and said, "Caution availed me naught against 
Fate and Lotfk and they bore her off to the ship. New when the 
peahen saw wl^ had betided the duck, she removed from the 
island, saying, "I see that mrsfortunes lie in ambush for all. But 
for yonder ship, parting had not befallen between me and this 
duck, because she was one of the truest of ri-jcnds.'* Then she 
flew off and rejoined the antelope, who saluted her and gave her 
Joy of her safj^ and asked for the duck, to which she replied, 
The enemy hath taken her, and I loathe the sojourn of this 
island after her.*’ Then she wept for the loss of the duck and 
began repeating, 

“Tfie day of parting cut my heart in twain: * In twain my ADah cut (he 
pirting'dayr' 

And she spake also this couplet, 

"I pray sme that we re-union pin, * So may I tdf him Partin^’a 
ugly way. 

The antelope sorrowed wdth great sorrow, but dissuaded the 
peahen from her resolve to remove from the island. So th^ 
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abcxk there together with him , eating and drinking, in peace and 
salety, except that they ceased not to moum for the Iok of the 
dodi; and Ae antelope said to the peahen, “O my sister, thou 
scest how the folk who came forth of the ship were the cause 
of our severance from the duck and of her destruction; so do thou 
beware of them and guard thyself from them and from the wile of 
the son of Adam and his guile." But the peahen replied, ”1 am 
assured that nought caused her death save her neglecting to say 
Subhan' Allah, glory to God; indeed I often said to her, 
^K itclnim thou, 'Praised be Allah, and verily I fear for thee, because 
thou ncglectest to laud the Almighty; for all things created by 
Allah glorify Him on this wise, and whoso neglecteth the formula 
of praise' him destruction waylays/"' When the antelope heard 
the peahen's words he exclaimed, "Allah make fair thy face!” 
and betook himself to repeating the formula of praise, and ceased 
not therefrom a single hour. And it is said that his form of adora- 
tion was as follows, “Praise be to the Requiter of every good 
and evil thing, the Lord of Majesty and of Kings the Kingf' 
And a tale is also told on this wise of 

THE HERMITS. 

A CERTAIN hermit worshipped on a certain mountain, whither 
resorted a pair of pigeons; and the worshipper was wont to make 

two parts of his daily bread,-And Snahra^ad peicdved the 

dawn of day and ceas^ saying her ftfTmitted say, 

iSFjep it huu( t^e Chie ^unhreh anh .^orlv-n'ijfit^ Jifgfit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kins, that the 
worshipper was wont to make two parts of his daily bread, eating 
one half himself and giving the other to the pigeon pair. He also 
prayed for them fxith that they might be blest with issue: so they 
increased and multiplied greatly. Now they resorted only to that 
mountain where the hermit was, and the reason of their fore' 
gathering with the holy man. was their assiduity in repeating 
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“^Praised be Allah!" for it is recounted that the pi^on^ sayeth 
in praise, "Praised be the Creator oi all Creatures, the Distributor 
of daily bread, the Budder of the heavens and Dispreader of the 
earths!'' And that couple ceased not to dwell together in the 
happiest of life, they and their brood till the holy man tired, when 
the company of the pigeons was broken up and they dispersed 
among the towns and villages and mountains. Now it h told that 
on a certain other mountain there dwelt a shepherd, a man of piety 
and good sense and chastity- and he had flimks of sheep which be 
tended, and he made his living by their milk and wool. The 
mountain which gave iiim a home abounded in trees and pasturage 
and also in wild beasts, but these had no power over his flocks: so 
he ceased not to dwell upon that highland m full security, taking 
no thought to the things of the vvorld, by reason of bis beatitude 
and his assiduity m prayer and devotion, till Allah ordained that 
he should fall sick with eitceeding sickness. Thereupon he betook 
himself to a cavern in the mountain and his sheep used to go 
out in the morning to the pasturage and take refuge at night in 
the cave. But AUah Almight>% being minded to try him and 
prove bis patience and his obedience, sent him one of His angels, 
who came in to him in the semblance of a fair woman and sat down 
before him. When the shepherd saw that woman seated before 
him, his flesh shuddered at her with horripilation^ and he said to 
her, “O thou nwoman, what was it invited thee to this my retreat? 
1 have no need of thee, nor is there aught betwixt me and thee 
which calleth lor thy coming in to me," Quoth she, *‘0 man, dost 
thou not behold my beauty and loveliness and the fragrance of my 
breath: and knowest thou not the need women have of men and 
men of women? So who shall forbid thee from me w'hcn I have 
chosen to be near thee and desire to enioy Ay company? Indeed, 
I come to Aee willingly and do not withhold mi^lf from thee, and 
near us Acre is none whom we need feat: and I wish to Aide 


•'nie pipm u uendtr madj- w »t, RBl»b&.k[tmu lliii khitalj.Jwm. 

(Atorrt tht Uraty of> W wJ,o ef»td r*,! 

io ihiiu fwigiTs ytmr nn! Ai aiighE be e«remd thU h diffaeatly iniw- 

fcwtul m sU ni J li*ve «io(ed fPSljtrimi^e iil 

^51 brw die ffintiu deifv of Deimi?tioii-*T(i»oiitic?3tm, tbe thinl Ptnon ef tbeJf Tn»ji, 
iiW¥» Ifld hi g SpOfiK for Mtive Enerpy), are anpoMed In have divelt at Uttith undrf 
1 w Kji|»i^wan tnd Kjpgteihf fPttEronHfn^desaVi 

I h»v« JMn thia abaduic lieiwf ef ’nomen auwipt chi: MwiUiof thcCiipric Ceftvwt*. 




Tji£ HERKrr& 


ti7 


with thee as long as thou sojoumest in this moiuitain, and be thy 
companion and thy true iriend. 1 oJfer myselt to thee, for thou 
needest the service of woman; and if thou have carnal connection 
with me and know me, thy sickness shall be turned from thee and 
health return to thee; and thou wilt repent thee of the past for 
having inreswom the company of women during the days that are 
now no mott. In very sooth, 1 ^ive thee good advice: so incline 
to my counsel and approach me,' Quoth the shepherd, ‘*Go out 
from me, O woman deceitful and perEdiousI 1 will not incline to 
thee nor approach thee, 1 want not thy company nor wish for 
union with thee; he who covetetb the coming liie tenounoeth thee, 
for thou seducest mankind, those of past time and those of present 
time. Allah the Most High lieth in wait for His servants and woe 
unto him who is cursed with thy company!" Answered she, "O 
thou that errest from the truth and wanderest from the way 
of reason, turn thy face to me and look upon my charms and 
take thy full of my nearness, as did the wise who have gone 
before thee. Indeed, they were richer than thou in eipenence 
and sharper of wit; witf^ they rejected not, as thou rejectest, 
the enjoyment of women; nay, they took their pleasure of them 
and thdr company even as thou renouncest them, and it did 
them no hurt in things temporal or things spiritual. Wherefore 
do thou recede from thy resolve and thou shalt praise the issue 
of thy case.” Rejoined the shepherd, “All thou sayest I deny 
and abhor, and all thou offerest 1 reject: for thou an cunning and 
perfidious and there is no honesty in thee nor is there honour. 
How much of foulness hidest thou under thy beauty, and how 
many a pious man hast thou seduced from kls duty and made his 
end penitence and perdition? Avaunt from me, O thou who dc' 
votest thyself to corrupt others!" Thereupon, he threw his goat's* 
hair cloak over his head that he might not see her face, and betook 
himsglf to calling upon the name of his Lord. And when the 
angel saw the excellence of his submission to the Divine Will, he 
went out from him and ascended to heaven. Now hard by the 
hermit’s hill was a village wherein dwelt a pious man, who knew 
not the <ither's station, till one night he heard in a dream a Voice 
saying to him, 'Tn such a place near to thee is a devout man; go 
thoFu to him and be at his command!** So when morning dawned 
he set out to wend thither, and what rime the heat was grievous 
upon him, he came to a tree which grew beside a spring of ninning 
water. & he sat down to rest in the shadow of that tree and 
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behold, he saw beasts and birds coming to that fount to drink: 
but when they caught sigh t of the devotee sitting there, they cook 
fright and fled from before his face. Then said he, “There m no 
Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah! 1 rest not here hut 
to the hurt of these beasts and fowlsr"" So he arose, blaming him' 
self and saying, ““Verily my tarrying here this day hath wtonged 
these animats, and what excuse have 1 towards my Creator and 
the Creator of these birds and bcas^ for that I was the cause of 
their flight from thdr drink and their daily food and their place of 
pasturage? Alas for my shame before my Lord on the day when 
He shall avenge the hornless sheep on the sheep with horns!'"* * 
And he wept and began repeating these couplets, 

**N(w; an, by AlMi, unto man were fully Icnown * Why he is made, in carC' 
less sleep he ne'er would wnne: 

First Death, then cometh Wake and dreadful Day of Doom,* Reproof with 
thratSj son; terror, frightful malison 
Bid we or ebe fotbid we, att of us are tike * The Cave'CMUpanions* when at 
lengdi tbdr deep was done."' 
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* The CdmnuJti of the ftinEHii tJi the Midijle Ago of Chrirtiajuty (Gthbon chapt. 

i3aiiH.),ls an ajtiide of faith with Moriems., bang pitrt aobicorof chapicr Mviii-, the KnrMilc 
Stnah Cermed the Gave. Theie Rip Van tVinLEf-fda btsin with Eodymion so famoqj 
unon^ the Cluiie» aiid Epiniemdes of Crete who ilept ffty^ven ytafA; aod they 
extend to lAddem days as La Belle vi Boil donnanT. Hie Seven Sleepers arc many 
ycajiha of Ephttua Mx foyd eouodUon and a shepherdp vhoae names are gives tm the 
■uthariry of Ali}; and, accompanied by thdr dpg, they ikd the penteeiidona of Dakiin^ 
(the Empeior Dedufi) to a cave neae TaTviLa in NatoEn whoe they dept for eezitiijiu. 
The CiEph M«^awiyah when the cave aeot inw k aome eaploreri who were al] 

Irillft ii hy a burftdng wind. The number of the ^oepm fccnttfia onoertaln, according to the 
Koran (ibid, v, 21)i ihfet* fiveorteviBi,* and thdr deep lasted drher three hundred or ifirese 
hundred and nine years;. The dog (ibid. v. IT) slept at the ■eave-end^H'Ce with piwi 
tmrtcfacd and^ aKonl’Efiff to the generaJ, was railed ‘“Kaimir*^ ot *'luirnir;"' but A|-Rak£m 
(v* Si is, alao Jippytii to it by aanic. Othen hold this to he the name of the valley or 
mcKUitaln and 0 then of a stone or leaden tahlct on wMcIl thnr nacnes were engraved hy 
their ewnnymen who built n diapel on the spot (v. 30), Others tignin rnake the Men of 
Ai.Rnklm distmet frcmt the CsTc^men, and boHeve fwUh Bxyadwt) thar thev wctt thtee 
ytm^ who were ah«t up in a grotto by a meV^shp- Each prayed for hdp thmigh the 
mcHti of ttnne good deed t when the Srst hnd adjured AlUb the rnminiain craeked rill 
light Jppcareij+ iLt the seeorwt peritioii ii iptit *o that they tww one annther mid after the 
third it opened. fTcrwevcr thnt may He, Kitmlr Is one of the seren fivnutcd animAk; the 
odien being the Hiidhud fhoopw) of Solomne TKornn xxii. ^0); the she-Eiamei of Sfilih 
(chap?. Itt3tvii.>; the eow of Moies wliidi naULcd the Second Sutdi$ the fkh of Jonthi the 
•erpctir of Eve, ind the pcieock of Paradise. For Koranic revekrionm of the Cave «e 
the Taifl Thomas Chertery fp, 414 The A^mldiei of AhHartrit WlUiam^ uid Norgate, 
LSTOj who borrows from fhe hlitorimn Tabari. 




The Watku'Fowl and the Tortoise. 1R9 

Tlicn he Rg^uD wept for thRC he hnd driven the birds and beasts 
from the spring by aitting down under the trce^ and he fared on 
till he came to the shepherd s dwellnig and going in, saluted hlni. 
The shepherd returned his salutation and embraced him, weeping 
and saying, *‘Whac hath brought thee to this place where no man 
hath ever yet come to me/* Quoth the other de%’otee, **1 saw in 
my sleep tme who described to me this thy stead and bade me 
repair m thee and salute thee: so I c;une, in obedience to the 
commandment.' The shepherd welcomed him, rejoicing in his 
company and the twain abode upon that mountain, wor^ipping 
Allah with the best of worship? and they ceased not serving their 
Lord in the cavern and living upon the flesh and milk ot their 
sheep, having clean put away from them riches and children and 
what not, rill the C^tain, the Inevitable became their lot. And 
this is the end of their story. Then said King Shahyrar, “O 
Shahrazad, thou wouldsc cause me to renounce my kingdom and 
thou makest tne repent of having slain so many women and 
maidens. Hast thou any hird-stories?" "Yes,^ replied she , and 
began to tell the 


TALE OF THE WATERTOWL AND THE TORTOISE. 

It is related by truthful men, O King, that a certain bird flew high 
up firmamenC'wards and presently lit on a rock in the midht 
of water which was running. And as he sat there, behold, the 
current earned to him the carcass of a man, and lodged it against 
the rock, for being swollen it Ooated. The bird, wHch was a 
water-fowl, drew near and examining it, found that it was the 
dead body of a son of Adam and saw in it sign of spear and stroke 
of sword. So he said to himself, "1 presume that this man who 
hath been slain was some evil-doer, and that a company handed 
themselves together against him and pot him to death and were 
at peace from him and his evil-doing,'" And as he continued 
marvelling at this, suddenly the vultures and kites came down 
upon the carcass from all sides and gat round it: which when the 
wacer-fow'! saw, he feared with sore affright and said, **I cannot 
abide lierc any longer." So he flew a wav in quest of a place where 
he might wone, till that carcass should come to an end and the 
birds of prey leave it; and he stayed not in his flight, riU he found 
VOL. IIL 
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a river with a tree in its midst. So lifi alighted on the tree, troubled 
and distraught and sore grieved for departing from his birtii'place, 
and said to himself, “Verily sorrows cease not to follow me: 1 was 
ac my ease when 1 saw that carcass, and rejoiced therein whth 
much joy, saying, “This is a gift of daily bread which Allah bath 
dfalr (o me;’ but my joy became annoy and my gladness turned 
to sadn e sR, for the ravenous birds, which are liae lions, seised 
upon it and tare it to pieces and came betw'een me and my prize. 
So how CAq I hope to be secuie from misfortune in this world; or 
put any trust therein? Indeed, the proverb saith, The world 
is the dwelling of hitn who hath no dwelling'; he who h at h no 
wits is cozen^ by it and entrusteth it with his wealth and his 
child and his family and his folk; and whoso is cozened ceaseth 
not to rely upon it, pacing proudly upon earth until he is laid 
under earth and the dust is cast over his corpse by him who of all 
men was dearest to hi m and nearest. But naught is better for 
generous youth than patience under its cares and miseries. 1 have 
left my native place and it is abhorrent to me to quit my brethren 
and friends and loved ones.” Now whilst he was thus musing 
bl a mde-tortoise descended into the river and. approaching the 
water-fowd, saluted him, saying, “O my lord, what hath exiled 
thee and driven thee so far from thy place?” Replied the water' 
fowl, ‘The descent of enemies thereon; for the wise brxwketh not 
the neigh^urhood of his foe; and how well saith the poet, 

'Whenas on jny land the oppressor doth alight, • There'* nothing left for 
those, that dwell thenm, hut flight'"’ 

Quoth the tortoise, “If the matter be as thou sayest and the case 
as thou describest, 1 will not leave thee nor cease to stand before 
thee, that I may do thy need and ful£I thy eervice; for it is said 
that there is no sorer d^Lition than that of him who is an exile, 
cut olf from friends and home; and it is also said that no calamity 
equalJeth that of severance from the good; but the best solace for 
men of undei^tanding is to seek companionship in etrangerhood 
and be patient under sorrows and adversity. Wherefore ! hope 
that thou wilt aporove of my company, for I will be to thee a 
servant and a helper.” Now when the water*'fowI heard the 
tortoise’s words he answered, “Verily, thou art right in what thou 


*T1i«c liii^ hivt Qcoimd !b cidvi.: \ (juot* Mr. Pivtie hy wmj af ruUfyp 
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esytsi for, by my life, 1 have found grief and pain in separation, 
what while 1 have bem parted from my place and amdrt^ed from 
my brethren and friends; seeing that in severance is an admonition 
to him who will be admonished and matter of thought for him who 
will take thought. If the generous youth find not a companion to 
him , weal is forever cut on from him and ill is eternally 
established with him; and there is nothing for the sage but to 
solace h i>nsglf in every event with brethren and be constant in 
patience and endurance; indeed these two are praiseworthy quali^ 
tics, and both uphold one under calamities and vicissitudes of the 
world and ward off startling sorrows and harrowing cares, come 
what will.*' Rejoined the tortoise, “Beware of sorrow, for it will 
spoil thy life and waste thy manliness.** And the two gave not 
over conversing riU the bird said, “Never shall 1 cease fearing the 
shifts of time and vinssitudes of events." When the tortoise heard 
this, he came up to him and, kissing him between the eyes, ^d to 
him, “Never may the company Or the birds cease to be blest in 
thee and through thee, and find wisdom in thy good counfidl How 
thou be burden^ with care and harm?'* And he went on 
to coinfort the water-fowl and soothe his terrors till he became 
re-assured. Then he Qew to the place where the carcass was and 
found on arriving there the birds of prey gone, and they had left 
nothing of the l^y but bones; whereupon he returned to the 
tortoise and ac<|oainted him with the fact that the foe had dis" 
appeared from his place, saying, “Know’ that of a truth I long for 
return homeward-s to enjoy the society of my friends; for the sage 
cannot endure separation from his native place.** So they both 
went thither and found naught to affright them; whereupon the 
water-fowl began repeating, 

“And haply whenas strait descend* on fot of generous youth * Right sore, 
with Allah only lies his nsue from annoy: 

He's strsttened, hut full oft when ri ngs and mcsbs^stiaitcrt dip, * He scapes 
his strait and joyance finds, nU* I set no joy." 

So the twain abode in that island: and while the water-fowl was 
enjoying a life of peace and gladness, suddenly Fate led thither a 
hungry falcon, which drove its talons into the bird's belly and 
killed him, nor did caution avail him when his term of life was 
ended. Now the cause of his death was that he neglected to use 
the forniula of praise, and it is said that his form of adoration 
was as follows, “Praised be our Lord in that He orderech and 
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oidaiueth; and praised be our Lord in that He enricheth and im' 
poverisheth!" Such was the waterfowl's end and the tale of the 
ravenous birds. And when it was linished quoth the Sultan, "O 
Sbahrarad, verily thou oveiwhelmcse me with admonldoos and 
salutary instances. Hast thou any stories of beasts?” “Yes," 
answered she; and began to tell the 


TALE OF THE WOLF AND THE FOX.' 

Know, O King, that a fox and a wolf once cohabited in the same 
den, harbouring therein together by day and resorting thither by 
night: but the wolf was cruel and oppressive to the fox. They 
abode thus awhile, dll it so befei that the fox exhorted the wolf 
to use gentle dealing and leave off his ill deeds, saying, "If thou 
persist in thine arrogance, belike AUah will give the son of Adam 
power over thee, for he is past master in guile and wile; and by hrs 
artihce he brtngeth down the birds from the hrmament and he 
haleth the mighty ffsh forth of the flood'waters; and he cutteth the 
mountain and transponeih it from place to place, Alt this is of 
his craft and wiliness: wherefore do tliou betake thyself to equity 
and fair dealing and leave frowardness and tyranny; and thou 
shaJt fare all the better for it." But the wolf would not accept his 
counsel and answered him roughly, saying, "What right hast cHou 
to speak of matters of wdghc and importance?" And he dealt 
the fox a cuff that laid him senseless; but, when he revived, he 
smiled in the wolf 5 face and, excusing himself for his unseemly 
speech, repeated these two couplets, 

"'If any sin I tinned, or did I might * In love of ycu, tvhich hateful tnuchief 

Wflkisiht; 

My dn I sore repent and pardon * So give the sfnnEr gift of parfctf^ 

sought,"' 


*TJe wBlf Cfmly erKmigJs na nqmrtl ti t^l^ widt£<! mun wiHwnit redermlng train; die 
of Arib folkOare 11 the cdiEuiidi^ rnim who otn dn Urtef 

It ciUfsef ”S^Vlib^" wfikh mflj, 1 nAfcd, moan the jitckd: bdt funher oui ^‘Father of 
M Foftn iht few. HcRKktuf refer* ta the ptf^rioiia Canti Auraut 
when he d«tnb» E^ypdiua vrolvea a* being much rhan faTies" Gi. fiT). Csnon 

Rxwtinimp la hS> tinha^tpr doe* noi pereeave that ttc HnUtwria^niii ihout* tbc 

jackal and blundcta abntjt the 
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ihe wolf aeoepted his excuse and held his hand from further ill- 
treatment, aying, “Speak not of wbatso concemeth thee not, lest 
thou hear what will please thee not/' Answered the fox, ’To 

hear is to obeyl"-And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say, 

«a&cn tl tuas rtjt «>itt J^nnJirtb anh jfoctp-nmtJj 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that quoth the 
wolf to the fox, “Speak not of whatao concemeth thee not, 
lest thou hear what will please thee not!' Answered the fox, 
‘To hear is to obey! i will abstain henceforth from what 
pleaseth thee not; for the sige saith, ‘Have a care that thou 
speak not of that whereof thou arc not asked; leave that which 
concemeth thee not for that which concerned thee, and by no 
means lavish gcxxi counsel on the wrongous, for they wiD repay 
it to thee with wrong.’ ” And reflecting on the words of the wolf 
he smikd in his face, but in his heart he mediuted treachery 
against him and privily said, ‘There is no help but that I compass 
the destmetion of this wolf-" So he bom with his injurious usage, 
saying to himself, “Verily insolence and evil'speakmg are causes 
of perdition and cast into confusion, and it is said, 'The insolent 
i$ ghent and the ignorant doth mpent; and whoso feareth, to him 
safety is sent*: moderation markem the noble and gentle manners 
are of gains the grandest. Tc behoveth me to dissemble with this 
tyrant and needs must he be cast down. ’ Then quoth he to the 
wolf, “Verily, the Lord pardoneth his erring servant and relenteth 
towards him, if he confess his offences: and i am a weak slave and 
have offended in presuming to counsel thee, if thou knewest the 
pain that hefet me by thy buffet, thou wouldst ken that even the 
elephant could not stand against it nor endure it: hut 1 complain 
not of this How's hurt, because of the joy and gladness that hath 
l^tided me through it; for though it w-as to me exceeding sore yet 
was its issue of the happiest. And with sooth saith the sa^e, 
The blow of the teacher is at first right hurtful, but the end of it is 
sweeter than strained honey* “ Quoth the wolf, “T pardon thine 
offence and I cancel thy fault; but beware of my force and avow 
thyself my thrall; for thou hast learned my severity unto him who 
showeth his hostility!“ Thereupon tlie fox prostrated himself 
before the wolf, saying, “Allah lengthen thy life and mayst thou 
never cease to overthrow thy foes!” And he stinted not to fear 
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the wolf and co wheedle him and dissemble with him. Now it 
came to pasa that one day, the fox went to a vineyard ana ^w a 
breach in its walls; but he mistrusted it and said to himself, 
‘'Verily, for this breach there must be some cause and the old saw 
saith, 'Whoso seeth a cletc in the earth and shnnneth it not and 
is not wary in approaching It, the same is seit'deluded and ex,' 
poseth himself to danger and destruction.* Indeed, it is well known 
chat some folk make the figure of a fox m their vineyards; nay, 
they even set before the semblance grapes in plates, that foxes 
may see it and come to it and fall into perdition. In very sooth 1 
regard this breach as a snare and the proverb saith, 'Caution is 
one half of cleverness.* Now prudence lequireth that I examine 
this breach and sm if there be aught therein w'^hich may lead to 
perdition; and coveting shall not make me cast myself mto 
destruction,” So he went up to the hole and walked round it 
right warily, and lol it was a deep pic, which the owner of the 
vinej^d had dug to trap cheretn the wild beasts which laid waste 
bis xines. Then he said to himself, “Thou hast gained, for I'Kat 
thou hast refrained!'*; and he looked and saw that the hole was 
lightly covered with dust and matting. So he drew back from it 
saying, “Praised be Allah that I was wary of it! I hope that my 
enemy, the wolf, who maketh my life miserable, will fall into it; 
60 will the vineyard be left to me and I shall en|oy it alone and 
dwell therein at peace.” Saying thus, he shook his head and 
laughed a loud lau^ and began versifying, 

"Would Heaven I aw it this hour • Tlic Waif fallen doiwn in this 
well. 

He who aoguisht heart for so long, * And earrtd me drain eiset and 
/ell 

Hea^'Oi pant after this t may live * Free of Wolf for long fominate 

When I've rid grapes and vineyard of him, • And in hunch'SpoiliDg happily 
dwtU ” 

His verse being finished he retumed in haste to the wolf and said 
to him, “Allah hath mad e pl ain for thee the way into the vineyard 
Without toil and moil. This is of thine auspicious fortune; so 
good luck to thee and mayest thou enjoy the plentiful plunder and 
the profuse provaunt which Allah hath opened up to thee without 
trouble!” Asked the wolf, “What prfxjf hast thou of what thou 
assertest?"*; and the fox answered, **I went up to the vineyard 
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and found dial the owner was dead, having been com to pieces by 
wolves: so I entered the orchard and saw the fruit shming upon 
the trees." The wolf doubted not the fox's repdrt and his gluttony 
gat hoJd of him* * so arose and repaired to the deft, for that 
greed blinded him ; whilst the fox fiuhng behind him lay as oras 
drad, quoting to the case the following couplet, 

"For Layla's* favour dost ticju greed? bear in mind * G«cd is a yoke 
of haitaful weight on njcdt of man," 

And when the wolf had reached the breach the fox said. Enter 
the vineyard: thou art spared the trouble of climbing a ladder, for 
the garden'wall is broken down, and with Allah it lesteth to fulnl 
the benefit." So the wolf went on walking and thoug^ to en^ 
the vineyard; but when he came to the middle of the pil'covering 
he fdil through; whereupon the fox shook for joy and gladnessj 
his care and concem lett him and he sang cut for delight and 
improvised these couplets, 

“Fortune had mcicy on the soul of Wfi, * And for my tarments now shows 

clcmancy, , i r i 

Granting -whatever gift my heart desired, * And far rttttcvmg whai 1 teana 

I will, good Booth, excuse her all her sins • She sioned in dayis gone by and 

much Binned she; ,, . * 

Yea, her injustice she hath shown in this, * She whitened locks that were w 

black of biee: * -i. , l j j l 

But now for this same wolf escape there b none, * Of death and oewni tx 

hath full certainty. 

Then all the vineyard comes beneath my rule, • I !l bioc* no partner whot 
so fond a fooL" 

Then the fox looked into the cleft and. seeing the wolf weeping in 
repentance and sorrow for himself, wept with him; whereupon the 
wolf raised his head to him and asked, "Is it of pity for me thou 
O Father of the Fortieth?” Anpwered the fox. No* by 
Him who cast thee into this pit! I weep for the length of thy 
past b'fe and for regret that thou didst not fall into the pit before 


iTht olrler “Lrilfl"* •’LerU'*! !t li s wmn»fl lume and Ti heft npytted to wowifl lo 
^oeral. The mot It eridently "ltyV'«n(vt. iwobihly, the idei, "She wifla m 
beiutv Tikt TticfiiBhT." , „ 

* Aiati, Abu THflMvn; h'tt being hii fort fXJttcsrdwed Syni, n. 18). 
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this day. for hadst thou done so before 1 foregi^crcd with thee. 
1 had rested and enjoyed repose: but thou wast spared till the 
fuliiimeni of thin^ allotted term and thy destined time.'* Then 
the wolf said to him as one jesting, *‘0 evil'doer, go to my mother 
and tell her what hath befallen me^ haply she may devise some 
device for my release.'" Keplicd the fox. a truth thou hast 
been brought to detraction by the excess of thy greed and thine 
exceeding gluttony, since thou art fallen into a pic whence thou 
wilt never escape. Knowest thou not the common proverb, O 
thou witless wxilf, '^Xnaoso taketh no thought as to how things 
end. him shall Fate never befriend nor shall he safe from per^ 
wend.** "O Reynard," quoth the wolf, ‘"'thou was wont to shew 
me fondness and covet my friendliness and fear the greatness of 
my strength. Hate me not rancorously becatise of that I did with 
th^; for he who hath power and foigtveth. his reward Allah 
giveth: even as saith the poet, 

'Scrw Itindoess'seed in the tinfittesc stead; * Twill not be wasted whcftso 
thou shall sow: 

For kindness alhe buried long, yet none * Shall reap the crup save sower who 
garred it grow.'" 

Rejoined the fox, **0 widessese of beasts of prey and stupidest of 
the wild brutes which the wolds overstray? Hast thou forgotten 
thine arrogance and insolence and tyranny, and thy disreganhng 
the due of good fellowship and thy refusing to be advised by what 
the poet saith? 

•Wrcwig not thy nd^boiir c*cn if thou haw power; * The wronger 
alway vengeanfC'harvest naps: 

Thine eyes shall sleep, while bitles the wronged on wake • A'cuisiog 
and Allah's ey'C ne'er skeps.'" 

**0 Abu "FHosayn," replied the wolf, “twit me not with my past 
sins; for forgiveness is expected of the generous and doing kind 
deeds is the truest of treasures. How w^ »ith tlm poet. 

Haste to do kindocss while thou hast much pokier, * For at all seasons thou 
hi$t not such power.'" 

And he ceased not to humble himself before the fox and say, 
“Haply, thou canst do somewhat to deliver me from destruction “ 
Relied the fox, “O thou wolf, thou witless, deluded, dcoeiffnl 
trickster! hope not for deliverance, for this is but the just rew^ 
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of thy foul dealing and its due retaliation." Then he laughed \vith 
chops wide open and repeated these two couplets, 

"No bnger beguih me, * Tboult fai] of tby willl 
What can't be thou soikest^ * Ttiou hast sown so i^p lUi*' 

Quoth the wolf, "O gentlest of ravrenous beasts, I fain hold thee 
too faithful to leave me in this pit." Then he wept and com¬ 
plained and, with tcara streaming trora his eyes, neated these two 
couplets, 

“O thou whose favours have been out of compt, • Whose gifts are more than 
may be number^ f 

Never nusdianre befcl me yet from tore • But that I found thy hand 
rigbe fain to aid.‘* 

"O thou ninny foe," quoth the fox, "how an thou reduced to 
humiliation and prostnition and abjection and submission, after 
insolence and pride and tyranny and arrogance! Verily, 1 kept 
company with thee only for fear of thy fuiy and I cajoled th^ 
without one hope of fair treatment from thee: but now trembling 
is come upon thee and vengeance hath overteken thee," And he 
repeated these two couplets, 

‘'O Dvbo sakest mnoccnce to ’guile, • Thou'it caught in trap of liiine 
intentiorks vile: 

Now drain the draught cf shamcfuUest • And be widi odiEr 

wnlvcd mt eiff* tbou 4aD>"lc!'* 

Replied the wolf, "O thou dement one. speak not with the tongue 
of enemies nor look with their eyes; but fulfil the covenant of 
fellowship with me, ene the time of applying remedy cease ta 
be. Rise and make ready to get me a rope and tie one end ^ it 
to a tree; then let the otbCT down to me, that 1 may lay hold of it, 
so haply I shad from this ray strait win free, and I will give ^ec 
all my hand possesseth of w^th and fee.” Quoth the fox, ‘Thou 
persistpt in conversation concerning what will not procure thy 
liberation. Hope not for this, for thou shalt never, never get of me 
wherewithal to set thee at liberty* but call to mind thy past mis¬ 
deeds and the craft and perfidy thou didst imagine against me and 
bethink thee bow near thou art to being stoned to death. For 
know that thy soul is about the world to quit and in it and 
depart from it; so shalt thou to destruction hie and ill is the 
abiding-pbee thou shale abyl"* Rejoined the wolf, *‘0 Father of 
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the rortlet, hiistcn co return to amity and persist not in this ran' 
corous enmity. Know that whoso from ruin savcth a soul, is as 
if he had quickened it and made it whole; and whoso saveth a soul 
olive, is as if he had saved all mankind.^ Follow not trowardness, 
tor the wise forbid it; and it were most maruicst frowardness to 
leave me in this pit draining the agony of death and dight to look 
upon mine own doom, whenas it lieth in thy power to deliver me 
from my stowie. So do thy best to release me and deal with me 
benevolently.** Answered the fox, "O thou base and barbarous 
wretch, 1 compare thee, because of the fairness of thy professions 
and expressions, and the foulness of thy intentions and thy inveu' 
tions to the Falcon and the Partridge.'’ Asked the wolf, "How 
so?"; and the fox b^an to tell 


The Tflie of the Falcon* and the Ptfrmdge.’ 

Once upon a time J entered a vineyard to eat of its grapes; and, 
whilst so doing behold, 1 saw' a falcon stoop upon a partridge and 
seise him; but the partridge escaped from die seixer and, entering 
his nest, hid hinisel/ there. The falcon followed apace and callaj 
out to Iiim, saying, "O imbecile, I saw thee an-'hongered in the 
wfold and took pity on thee; so I picked up for thee some grain 
and took hold of thee that thou mightest eat; but thou fieddest 
from me; and I wot not the cause of thy flight, except it wcit 
to put upon me a slight. Come out, then, and take rfic grain I 
have brought thee to eat and much good may it do thee, and with 
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thy health agree," When the partridge he^d these words, he 
believed and came out to hittL , whereupon the falcon struck his 
tabns into him and seized him. Cried the partridge, “Is this that 
which thou toldest me thou hadst brought me from the wold, and 
whereof thou badest me cat, saying, "Much good may it do thce^ 
and with thy health agree?' Thou hast lied to and may Allah 
cause w'hat thou eatest ot my flesh to be a killing poison In thy 
mawl" So when the falcon had eaten the partridge, his feathers 
fell o£F and his strength failed and he died on the spot, "“Know, 
then, O wolf!" (pursued the fox), “that he who diggeth for his 
brother a pit himself soon falleth into it, and thou first deceivedst 
me in mode unfit.” Quoth the wolf, “Spare me this discourse nor 
saws and tales enforce, and remind me not of my former ili course, 
for suJffioeth me the sorry plight I endure perforce; seeing that 1 
am fallen into a place, in which even my foe would pity me, much 
mote a true friend. Rather find some trick to deliver me and be 
thou thereby my saviour. If this cause thee trouble, remember 
that a true friend will undertake the sorest travail for his true 
friend’s sake and will risk his life co deliver him from evil; and 
inde^ it hath been said, *A leal friend is better than a real 
brother.' & if thou stir thysdf to save me and I be saved, 1 
will forsure gather thee such store as shall be a provision for thee 
against want however sore; and truly I will tea™ thee rare tricks 
whereby co open whatso bounteous vineyards thou please and strip 
the fniit'Iaden trees.” Rejoined the fox, laughing, “How excellent 
is what the learned say of him who aboundeth in ignorance like 
pnto thee!" Adced the wolf, “What do the wise men say?” 
](^d the fox answered, “They have observed that the gross of 
tx>dy are gross of mind, far from intelligence and nigh unto 
ignorance. As for thy saying, O thou stupid, cunning idiot! that 
a true friend should undertake sore trav^ for his true friend's 
take, it is sooth as thou sayest, but tdl me, of thine ignorance 
find poverty of intelligenoe, how can 1 be a true friend to 
thee, considering thy treachery. Dost thou count me thy true 
friend? Nay, I am thy foe who joyeth in thy woe: and couldst 
thou trow it, this word were soter to thee than slaughter by shot 
of shaft, As for thy promise to provide me a store against 
want howe%’er sore and teach me tricks, to plunder whatso 
bounteous vineyards I please, and spoil fniit'Iaden trees, how 
cometh it. O ^eful traitor, that thou knowest not a wile to 
save thyself from destruction? How far art thou from profiting 
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Lhyself and how far am 1 troni accepting thy coumself If thou 
have any tncks, make shift for thyself to save thee from the 
wherctrom I pray AUah to m^e thine escape far distant! 
So look, O fool, if there be any trick: with thee; and therewith 
save thyself from death ere thou lavish instruedem upon thy 
neighbours. But thou art like a certain man attacked by a 
disease, who went to another diseased with the same disease^ 
and said to him^ Shall I heal of thy disease?^ Replied 
the dek man, W hy dost thou not begin by healing thyself?' So 
he left him and went his \vay. And thou, O ignorant wolf, ajt 
l^e this: so stay where thou art and under what hath befallen 
mee be of good heart! When the wolf heard what the fox said, 
he knew that from him be had no hope of favour; so he wept for 
himself, paying. Verily* I have been heedless of my wealj but if 
Allah deliver me from this ill I will assuredly repent of my 
arrogance tow^ards those who are weaker than I, and will wear 
wooUenfi' and go upon the mauntams, celebrating the praises of 
Almighty Allah and fearing His punishment. And 1 will with¬ 
draw from the company of other wild beasts and forsure will I feed 
the poor fighters for the Faith."^ Then he wept and wailed, till 
the heart of the fox softened when he heard his humble words and 
^ professions of penitence for his past insolence and arrogance. 
& he t^k pity upon him and sprang up joyfully and, going to the 
brink of the breach, squatted down on his hind quarters and let his 
^ hang tn the hole; whereupon the wolf arose and putting out 
^ paw’, pulled the fox s tail, so that he fell down in the pit with 
him. Then said the wolf, O fos of little mercy, why didst thou 
exult m my misery, thou that wast my companion and under 
my dominion? Now thou art fallen into the pit with me and 
retribution hath soon overtaken thee. Verily, the sages have 
said, Tf one of you reproach his brother with sucking the dugs 
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of a bitch, be abo abail suck her.' AniJ how well quoch the 
poet, 

'When Fortune weighs heav>* * on some of us, * And oiiitra camel kneel bf 
some other one,' 

Say to thofift who reioiiot in our tUi:—Awake! * The lejoicer ehalJ suffer ai 
we have done!' 


And death in company is the best of things i" wherefore I will 
certainly and assuredly hasten to slay thee ere thou see me slain ” 
Said the fox to himself, "'Ah? Ahl 1 am fallen into the i^tare with 
this tyrant, and my case calleth for the use of craft and cunning; 
for indeed it is said that a woman fashioneth her jewdlcry for the 
day of display, and quoth the proverb, T have not kept thee, O 
my tear, save for the time when distress draweth near/ And unless 
I make haste to circumvent this prepotent beast I am lost without 
recourse; and how well aith the port, 

'Make thy game by guile, for tbou'ix bom in a Time * Whose wos ait liotia 
in forest lain: 

And turn on the leat* of thy knavery * That the mill of subsistenoc may 
grind thy gram; 

And pluck the fruits or, if our of reach, * Why, cram thy maw with the 
gras on plain.' " 

Then said the fat bo the wolf. “Hasten not to slay me, for that is 
not the way to pay me and thou wouldst repent it, O thou valiant 
wild Ijeast, lord of force and exceeding prowess! An thou accord 
delay and consider what I shall say. thou wilt ken what purpose I 
proposed; but if thou hasten to kill me it will profit th^ naught 
and we shall both die in this very place/* Answered the wolf 
“O thou wily trickster, what garreth thee hope to work my deliver' 
ance and chine own, chat ihou prayest me to grant thee delay? 
Speak and propound to me thy purpose/* Replied the foi, “As 
for the purpose I proposed, it was one which dcserveth that thou 
guerdon me handsomely for it; for when I heard thy promises and 
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thy amfessi'ons of thy past mistJeeds and regrets for not having 
earlier repented and done good; and when J heard thee vowing^ 
shouldst thou escape from this strait, m leave harTnf pg thy fellowB 
and others; forswear the eating of grapes and of alJ manner fruits; 
devote thyself to humility; cut thy claws and break thy dog'teeth; 
don woollens and offer thyself as an offering to Almighty Allah, 
then indeed I had pity upon thee, for true words are the best words. 
And although be lore 1 had been anxious for thy destruction, when' 
as I heard thy repenting and thy vows of amending should Allah 
vouchsafe to save thee, ! felt bound to free thee from this thy 
present plight. So 1 kt down my tail, that thou mightest grasp it 
and be saved. Yet wouldcst thou not quit thy wonted violence 
and habit of brutality; nor soughtest thou to save thyself by fair 
means, but thou gavest me a tug which 1 thought would sever 
body from soul, so thaE tliou and I ar0 fall^jn into th^ place 
of distress and death. And now there is but one thing can cave 
ue and, if thou accept it of me, we shall both escape; and after 
it bchov^th to fulfil th^ vows thou hsjst m^idc si^d 1 will be thy 
veritabk friend. Asked the wolf, “What is it thou proposest for 
ac^^tance?” Angered the fox, “It is that thou stand up at 
rml height till I come nigh on a level with the surface of the earth, 
Tien will i give 3 spring and reach the ground; and, when out 
ot ^e pit, 1 will bring thee what thou mayst lay hold of, and thus 
^aJe thou make thine escape.'’ Reioined the wolf, “f have no 
fmth in thy^word. for sages have said, 'T^J^ioso practiseth trust in 
the pkee of hate, erreth; and, 'Whoso tnisteth in the untrust' 
worthy is a dupe; he who re-crieth him who hath been tried shall 
reap repentance and his days shall go waste; and he who cannot 
c^tingui^ ^tween case and case, giving each its due, and as^ 
sitmeth all the weight to one ride, his luck shall be little and his 
mjserics shall be many,’ How well saith the poet, 

^ is best of the 
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And that of yet anoFther,^ 

‘He thou misted most is thy wont uofriend; * 'Wue ail and cake heed wiib 
wbont ihou wend: 

Fait opinion id Foitune is feeble sign: * So bdieve her lU and her lib 
popeodi " 

Quoth the fox, “Verily mistrust and ill opinion of others are not to 
be commended in every case; nay trust and confidence are the 
characteristics cf a noble nature and the issue thereof is freedom 
from stress of fear. Now it behoveth thee, O thou wolf, to devise 
some de^'ce for thy deliverance from this thou ait in, and our escape 
will be better to us both than our death; so quit thy distrust and 
rancour; for if thou trust in me one of two things will happen; 
either I shall bring thee something whereof to lay hold and escape 
from this or 1 shall abandon thre to thy doom. But this thing 
may not be, for I am not safe from falling into some such strait as 
this thou art in. which, indeed, would be fitting punishment of 
perfidy. Of a truth the adage saith, ‘Faith is fair and faithless¬ 
ness is foulSo it behoveth thee to trust in me, for I am not 
ignorant of the haps and mishaps of the world; and delay not to 
contrh'e some device for our deliverance, as the case is too close to 
allow further t^.” Replied the w-olf, “For all my want of oonfi' 
dence in thy fidelity, verily 1 knew what was in thy mind and that 
thou wast moved to deliver me whenas thou heardest my repent¬ 
ance, and 1 said to myself, ‘If what he assertech be true, he will 
have repaired the ill he did; and if false, it resteth with the Lord 
to requite him.' So, look’cc, I have accepted thy proposal and, if 
thou betray me, may thy traitorous deed be the cause of thy des¬ 
truction!“ Then the wolf stood bolt upright in the pit and, taking 
the fox upon his shoulders, raised him to the level of the ground, 
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whereupon Reynard gave a spring from hts back and lighted on 
the surtace of the earth. When lie found hims elf safely out ol the 
cleft be feli down senseless and the wolf said to him, “O my fiiendi 
neglect not ray case and delay not to deliver me." The fox laughed 
with a loud baw-huw and replied, "O dupe, naught threw me into 
thy hands save my laughing at thee and making mock of thee^ for 
In good sooth when I heard thee profess repentance, mirth and 
gladness seited me and I friskedabout and maik merry and danced, 
so that my tail hung low into the pit and thou caughtest hold of it 
and draggedst me down 'with thee. And the end was that Allah 
Almighty delivered me from thy power. Then why should 1 be 
other than a helper in thy destruction, seeing that thou art of 
Satan's host? 1 dreamt yesterday that f danced at thy wedding 
and I told my dream to an inteiprcter who said to me, 'Verily 
thou shalt fall into imminent deaoly danger and thou sbalt escape 
therefrom.’ So now I know that my fading into thy hand and my 
escape are the fulhlment of my dream, and thou, O imbecile, 
knowest me for thy foe; so how couldest thou, of thine ignorance 
and unintelligence, nurse desire of deliverance at my bands, after 
all thou hast heard of harsh words from roe; and w'hcrefore ^ould 
I attempt thy salvation whenas the sages have said, ’In the 
death of the wicked is rest for mankind and a purge for the earth’? 
Bur, were it not that 1 fear to bear more aiHicridn by keeping faith 
with thee than the sufferings which follow perfidy, I had done mine 
endeavour to save thee." the wolf heard this, he bit his 

forehand for repentance.-And Sbahrazad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


©Ifttn it teas t&e (£>ne IS^tiiilittli aub Jfiflieth 

She said, Tt hath reached me. O auspicious King, that when dm 
wolf heard the fox's words he bit his forehand for repentance. 
Then he gave the fox fair words, but this availed naught and he 
was at his wits' end for what to do; so be said to him in soft, low 
accents, “Verily, you tribe of foxes are the most pleasant people in 
point of tongue and the subtlest in jest, and this is but a joke of 
thine: but all times are not good for funning and jesting." The 
fox replied, "O ignoramus, in good sooth jesting hath a limit 
which the jester must not overpass; and deem not that Allah will 
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again give thee possession of me after having once delivered me 
from thy hand/^ Quoth the wolf, *'k behoveth thee to com^ 
my release, by reason of our brotherhood and good fellowsliij>; 
and, if thou release me, 1 will assuredly make fair thy recompense.” 
Quoth the fox, "“Wise men say, Take not to brother the wicked 
fool, for he disgnure thee in lieu of gracing thee; nor mke to 
brother the liar for, il thou do good, be will conceal it; and if thou 
do ill he wiO reveal it.' And a^in, the sages have said. There is 
b^lp for everything but death: may be warded off, except Fate. 
As for the reward thou deckrest to be my due from thee, 1 com¬ 
pare thee herein with the serpent which fled from the charoier.’^ A 
man saw her affrighted and said to her, 'What aileth thix^, O thou 
serpent?' Replied she, 'I am fleeing from the aiake'channer, for he 
sgg lteth to trap me and, if thou wilt save me and hide me with 
thee, I will make fair thy rew'ard and do thee all manner of kind' 
ness.' So he cook her, indred thereto by lust for the rerompensc 
and eager to fed favour with Heaven, and set her in his breast' 
pocket. How when the charmer had passed and had wended his 
way and the serpent had no longer any cause to fear, he said to 
her, "Where is the reward thou didst promise me? Behold, 1 
have saved thee from that thou fearedegt and soughtest to fly. 
Replied she. Tell me in what limb or in what place shall I strike 
thee with my fangs, for thou knowest we exec^ not that recom' 
poise.' So saying, she gave him a bite whereof he died. And I 
liken thee, O dullM to the serpent in her dealings with thar man. 
Hast thou not heard what the poet saith? 


Tnisc not co.inafi when thou hut raised his spleen * And wrath, nor that 
'rwilt c<xil do thou inwwcefi: 

Smooth feds the viper to the touch and glides * With yet hicte she 
deadliest vertenei' “ 

Quoth the wolf, *"0 thou glib of ga.h and fair of face, ignore not 
tny Case and men's fear of me; and well thou weetest how I 
the strongly walled place and uproot the vuies from base. Where^ 
fore, do as 1 bid thee, and stand before me as the thraH 
standeth before his lord.'^ Quoth the fox, stupid dullard who 
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seckest a vam thing. 1 marx’d at thy folly and thy front of brass in 
that thou biddest lat serve thee and stand up bcrore thee as I were 
a slave bought with thy stiver; but soon sbait thou see what is in 
store for thee, in the way of cracking thy sconce with stones and 
knocking out thy traitorous dog-teeth." So saying the fox domb 
a hill overlooking the vineyard and standing there, touted out to 
the vhicagers; nor did he give ova- shouting till he woke them and 
they, se^g him, all came up to him in haste. He stood his 
ground till they drew near him and dose to the pit wheietn was 
the wolf; and then he turned and fled. So the folk looked into the 
deft and, spying the wolf, set to pelting him with heavy stones, 
and they stinted not smiting him with stones and and stab¬ 
bing him with spears, till tl^ killed him and went away. There¬ 
upon the fox returned to that cleft and, standing over the spot 
where his foe had been slain, saw the wolf dead: so he wagged his 
head for very joyance and began to recite these couplets, 

“Fatt the Wolf s soul SEiatched up from wordly stead; • Far be firan bliss his 
^ soul thar perished! 

Abu Sirhan!* W *oit thou £ough£>c my death; • Thou, burnt this day 
in fire of sorn?w dread: 

Thflu’n fallen into pit. where all who fall • Are blown by Dcath blasc 
dovm ajmmg the dead 

Thenceforward the aforesaid fox abode alone in the vineyard unto 
the hour of his death secure and feanrtg no hurt. And such are 
the adventures of the wolf and the fox. But men also tell a 
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TALE OE THE MOUSE AND THE ICHNEUMON.* 

A vousE and an ichneumon once dwelt in the house of a peasant 
who was very poor; and when one of his friends sickened, the 
doctor prescribe him husked sesame. So the hind sought of one 
of his comndes sesame to be husked by way of healing the sick 
man; and, when a measure thereof ^vas given to him, he carried it 
home to his wife and bade her dress it. So she steeped it and 
ti Mctfj-rl it and spread it out to dry. Now when the ichneumon 
saw the grain, she went up to it and fell 10 carrying it aw ay to 
hole, and she toiled all day. till she had home on the moat of it. 
Presently, in came the peasant’s wife and, seeing much of the 
grain gone, stood awhile wondering; after which ^ sat down to 
watch and find out who might be the intruder and make him 
account for her loss. After a while, out crept the ichneumon to 
carry off the grain as was her wont, but spying the woman Eeated 
there, knew that she was on the watch for her and said in her 
mind, “Verily, this affair is like to end blameabiy; and sore I fear 
me th i f* woman is on the look'out for me, and Fortune is no friend 
to who attend not to issue and end : so there is no hdp for it but 
that 1 do a fair deed, whereby 1 may manifest my innocence and 
wash out all the ill-doings 1 have done.” So saying, she began to 
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take the sesame out of her hole and carry it forth and lay it back 
upon the rest. The woman stood by and, seeing the ichneumon 
do thus, said to heiseh, ‘'^Vcrily this is not the cause of our leas, 
for she biingech it back from the hole of him who stole it and 
retumeth it to its place; and of a truth 3^ hath done us a kind' 
ness in restoring us the sesame, and the reward of those who do 
us good is that we do them the like good. It is clear t^t it is not 
she who stole the gram; but I will not cease my watching till he 
fall into my hands and 1 find out who is the thief," The ichneu' 
mon guessed what was in her mind, so she went to the mouse and 
said to her, "O tny sister, there is no good in one who observed 
not the claims of ndghbourship and who showeth no constancy in 
frimdahip ” The mouse repL'ed, "Even so, O my friend, and 1 
del^ht in thee ^d in thy neighbourhood; but what the motive 
of this speech? Quoth the ichneumon, "The houso'master harl* 
brought home sesame and hath eaten his of it, he and his 
tamily, and hath left much; every living being ha^ eaten of it 
and, if thou take of it in thy turn, thou art worthier thereof than 
any other > This pleased the mouse and she squeaked for joy and 
danced and frisked her ears and tad, and greed for the grain 
deluded her; so she rose at once and issuing forth of her home, 
saw the sesame husked and dry, shining wi^ whiteness, and the 
woman sitting at watch and ward. The mousei taking no thought 
to issue of the affair (for the w'oman had armed herself with a 
CTog el) I and nibble to contain herself, tan up to the sesame and 
began turning It over and eating of it: whereupon the woman 
smote her with that club and cleft her head; so the c ause of her 
d^truction were her greed and heedlcssness of consequences, 
Xfafii S3id tKs O by AHah! tins b^ ^ goodly 

arable! ^ Say me, hast thou any story bearing upon the beauty 
of friendship and the observance of its duty in time of distress 
and rescuing from destruction?" Answered she:—Yes, it hatir 
reached cue that they tell a tale of 
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THE CAT’ AND THE CROW. 

Once upon a tinic, a crow and a cat lived in brcthcrhcMxi; and 
one day as they were together under a tree, behold, they spied a 
leopard making towards them, and they were not aware of his 
approach till he was close upon them. The crow at once flew up 
to the treE'top; but the cat abode confounded and said to the 
crow, "O my friend, hast thou no device to save me, e:\^en as all 
my hope is in thee?" Replied the crow, ‘''Of very truth it 
b^oveth brethren, in case of need, to cast about for a device 
when peril overtaketh thetn, and how well saich the poet, 

'A Friend in need is he whn, e\'er true, * For tlty widJ^Qing wnuUl 
undo; 

One who when Fortune gars paitifig me • Victimetb isdf reunion to 
renew/* ** 

Now hard by that tree were shepherds with their dogs; ao the 
craw flew towards them and smote the face of the arth with his 
wings, cawing and crying out. Furthermore he went up to one of 
the dogs and flapped his wings m Ids face and flew up a little way, 
whilst the dog tan after him thinking to catch him. Presently, 
one of the shepherds raised his head and saw the bird flying near 
the ground and lighting alternately: so he followed him and the 
crow ceased not flying just high enough to save himself and to 
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throw out the dogs; amd yet tempting them to toUow for the 
purpose of tearing him to pieces. But as soon as they came near 
him, he would fly up a and so at last he brought th em to 
the tree, under which was the leopard. And when the dogs saw 
him they rushed upon him and he turned and fled. Now the 
leopard thought to eat the cat who was saved by the craft of his 
friend the crow. This story, O JCmg, showeth chat the friendship 
of the Brothers of Purity* delivercth and saveth from difficulties 
and from falling into mortal dangers. And they also cell a 
tale of 


TOE FOX AND TOE CROW. 


A Fox once dwelt in a enve of a certain mountain and, as often as 
a cub was bom to him and grew stout, he would eat the young one, 
for he had died of hunger, had he instead of so doing the cub 
alive and bred it by his side and preserved and chedto^ his issue. 
Yet was this very grievous to him. Now on the crest of the same 
mountain a crow had made his nest, and the fox said to lumsdf, 
“I have a mind to set up a friendship with this crow and ma^ a 
comrade of him, that he may help me to ray daily bread: for he 
can do in such matters what 1 cannot.” & he drew near the 
crow's home and, when he came within sound of speech, he salut' 
ed Kim and said, “O my neighbour, verily a true'b^es'cr hath two 
darms upon his truc'bdieving neighbour, the right of neighbour' 
liness and the right of AMsKun, our common faidi; and ^ow, 
O my friend, that thou art my neighbour and thou hast a claim 
upon me which it behov-eth me to observe, the more that I 
have long been thy neighbour. Also, there be implanted in my 
breast a store of love to thee, which biddeth me speak thee fair 
and obUgeth me to solicit thy brothership. What sayest Aou in 
replyP Ansu'cred the crow, “Verily, the truest ^leech is the best 
speech; and haply thou speakest with thy tongue diat which is not 
in thy hrart; so I fear lest thy brotherhood be only of the tongue, 
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outward, and thy enmity be in the heart, inward; for that thou art 
the Eater and 1 the £at^ and faring apart were apter to us than 
friendslu'p and feliowship. What, then, maketh thee seek that 
which thou mayst not gain and desire what may not be drme, 
peeio g that 1 be of the bird -kin d and thou be of the beast'kind? 
VerUy, thi thy proffered brotherhood^ may not be made, neither 
were it seemly to make it." Rejoined the fox, "Of a truth wh(^ 
knoweth the abidiim-pbce of exodknc things, maketh better choice 
in what be chooseth therefrom, so perchance he may advantage 
his brethren; and indeed I should love to wane near thee and 1 
have ifued for thine intimacy, to the end that we may help each 
other to our several objects; and success shall surely wait upon 
our amity. I have a many tals; of the goodliness of true friend¬ 
ship, which 1 will relate to thee if diou wish the relating." 
Answered the crow, "TTiou hast my leave to let me hear thy 
communication; so tell thy tale, and relate it to me that I may 
h eT > rV«^ to it and weigh it and judge of thine intent thereby." 
Rejoined the fos, "Hear then, O my friend, chat which is told of a 
flea and a mouse and which brareth out what T have satdto thee. 
Asked the crow, "How so?" and the fox answeredz-^They tell 
this tale of 


The Flea and the Mouse. 

Once upon a time a mouse dwelt in the house of a merchant who 
owned much merchandise and great store of monies. One nigh^ 
a Sea took shelter in the meroiant’a carpet-bed and, finding his 
body soft, and being thirsty drank of his hlcxxl. The merchant 
was a wake ned by the smart of the bite and sitting op called to 
his slave-girls and serving men. So they hastened to him and, 
tucking up their sleeves, fell to searching for the flea; but as soon 
as die bloodsucker was aware of the search, he turned to flee and 
coming on the mouse’s home, entered it. ^Tien the mouse saw 
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him she said to him, "What bringcth thee in to me, thou who art 
not of my nature nor of my kind, and who eanst not be assured of 
safety from viol<iiioe or of not being expeUed with roughness and 
ill usage?" Answered the Ilea, "Oi a truth, 1 took refuge in thy 
dwelling to save tne from slaughter; Mid I ^ve cotne to thee 
seeking thy protection and on now’ise coveting thy house; nor 
shaJ] any mischief betitle thee from me to make leave thy 
home. Nay, I hope right soon to repay thy favours to me 
with all good and then shalt thou see and praise the issue of 
my words." And when tlie mouse heard the speech of the^flea, 
And Shahnuad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 

m'^tn it IMS t!)c Ont anh Jfiltp-firSf i^igSt. 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
mouse heard the words of the flea, she said, "H the case be as thou 
dost relate and describe, then be at thine ease here; for iiaugkt 
shall befal thee save the rain of peace and safety; nor shall aught 
betide thee hut what shall joy thee and shall not annoy thee, nor 
shall it annoy me. 1 will lavish on thee ray affections without 
stint; and do not thou regret having lost the mcrchant'a blood nor 
lament for thy subsistence from him, but be content with what 
sustenance thou canst obtain; for indeed that is the safer for thee. 
And 1 have lieard, O flea, that one of the gnomic poets saith as 
follows in these couplets, 

liavc fared conrent in my solitutle •With white'er befd, and led life of 
case, 

On a watiT'diaugliL and a Htc of bread. * Caarea saJt and a gown of uttered 
friere: 

Allah might, an He plcared. fpve me easiest life, • &ut with whatso plcascth 
Hun seif [ please.* “ 

Now when the flea heard these words of the mouse, he rejoined, “I 
hearken to thy charge and 1 submit myself to obey thee, nor have 
I pow'cr to gainsay thee, till life be fulfilled in this righteous inten' 
tion." Replied mouse, ’'‘'Pure intention suffioeth to sincere 
affection*" So the tie of love arose and was knitted between them 
twain and, after this, the flea used to visit the merchant's bed by 
night and not exceed in his diet, and house him by day in the bole 
of the mouse. Now it came to pass one night, the merchant 
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brought home great store of dinars and began to cum them over. 
When the mouse heard the chink of the coin, she put het head out 
of her hole and fell to gaiing at it, till the merch^t laid it under 
his pillow and went to deep, when she said to the flea, **See5t thou 
not the proffered occasion and the great good fortune? Hast thou 
any device to bring us to our desire of yonder dinars?*' Quoth the 
flea, “Verily, it is not good that one strive for aught, unless be he 
able to win his wfll; becavise, if he lack ability thereto, he falleth 
into chat which he ^ould avoid and he attaincth not his wish by 
reason of his weakness, albeit he use all power of cunning, like 
the sparrow which picketh up grain and lalleth into the net and 
is caught by the fowler, Thou hast no strength to take the 
dinars and to transport them out of diis house, nor have I force 
suflident to do this; on the contrary, I could not carry a single 
ducat of them: so what hast thou to do with them?" Quoth 
the mouse, have made me for my house these sev'enty open' 
ings, whence I may go out at my desire, and I liave set apart 
a place strong and safe, for things of price; and, if thou can 
contrive to get the merchant out of the house, I doubt not of 
success, an so be chat Fate aid me." At^wered the flea, *1 will 
engage to get him out of the house for thee;" and, going to 
the merchant's bed, bit him a fearful bite, such as he liad never 
before felt, then fled to a place of safety, where he had no fear 
of the man, So the merchant awoke and sought for the flea, 
but finding htm not, lay down again on his other side. Then the 
flea bit him a second time more painfully than before. So he 
lost patience and, leaving his bed, went out and lay down on 
the bench before his door and slept there and awoke not cfll 
the tnooung. Meanwhile the mouse came out and fell to carrying 
the dinars into her hole, till she left not a single one; and when 
day dawned the merchant b^ian to suspect folk and fancy 
all manner of fancies. And (txrntinued the fox) know thou, O 
wise and experienced crow with the clear-seeing eyes, chat I 
tell thee this only to the intent that thou mayst reap the recom' 
pense of thy kindness to me, even as the mouse reaped the 
reward of her kindness to the flea; for see how he repaid her 
and requited her with the goodliest of requitals. Said the crow, 
“It lies with the benefactor to show benevolence or not to show 
it; nor is it incumbent on us to entreat kindly one who seeketh 
a connection that cntailcth separation from kith and kin. If 1 
show thee favour who art my foe by kind, I am the cause of 
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cutting mysdf oS from the world; and thou, O fox, art full of 
wiles and guiles. Now those whose characteristics are craft and 
cunning, must not be trusted upon oath; and w’hoso is not to be 
trusted upon oath, In him there is no good faith. The ddinga 
lately reaped me of thy treacherous dealing with one Oif thy coci' 
rades, which was a wolf; and how thou mdst deceive him until 
thou ieddcst him into destrucrioti by thy perfidy and stratagictns; 
and this thou diddcst after he was of thine own kind and thou 
hadst long consorted with him: yet didst thou not spare 1^; 
and if thou couldst deal thus with thy fellow which was of thme 
own kind* how can I have trust in thy truth and what would be 
thy dealing with thy foe of other kitid than thy kind? Nor can 
1 compare thee and me but with the saker and the birds," "How 
so?" ^ed the fox. Answ'ered the crow, "They relate riiis tale of 


T7ie tmd the Birds. 

TuEiiF was once a saker who was a crud tyrant*'—And Shah' 
ra^d perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per' 
nutted say. 


ft hias rtft i&nt ^nbreb anb .:f(ftp>Sfcctnb 

She said, !t hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the crow 
pursued, "They relate that there was once a saker who was a 
crud tyrant tn the days of his youth, so that the raveners of 
the air and the scavengers of the earth feared him, none being 
safe from his mischief; and many were the haps and mishaps of 
his tyranny and his violence, for this saker was eva‘ in the habit 
of oppressing and iiuming all the other birds, As the years passed 
over him, he grew feble and his force failed hinr, so that he was 
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often famished; but his cunning waxed stronger with the waning 
of his strength and he redoubled in his endeavour and detemuned 
to be present at the general assembly of the birds, that he might 
eat of their orts and leavings; so in this manner he fed by fraud 
instead of feeding by heroeness and force- And thou, O fox, art 
like this: if thy might fail thee, thy sldght faikth thee not; and I 
doubt not that thy seeking iny society is a fraud to get thy food; 
but I am none of those who fall to thee and pu: fist into thy fist;* 
for that Allah hath vouchsafed force to my wings and caudon to 
my mind and sharp sight to my eyes; and I know that whoso 
apeth a stronger than he, weadeth himself and haply cometh to 
ruin. Wherefore I fear for thee lest, if thou ape a stronger than 
thyself, there befal what befel tl^ sparrow." A^ed the fox, 
“What bcfcl the sparrow? Allah upon thee, cdl me his tale." 
And the crow b^an to relate the story of 


The Sparrow iJnd the Edgle. 

T HAVE heard that a sparrow was once Qitdng over a shcepdotd, 
when he looked at it carefully and bdaold, he saw a great eagle 
swoop down upon* a newly weaned lamb and carry it off to his 
claws and fly away. Thereupon the sparrow clapped his wings 
and said, “I will do even as this one did;" and he waxed proud 
in his own conceit and mimicked a greater than he. So he flew 
down forthri^t and l^hted on the b^ck of a fat ram widr a thick 
fleece, that was become matted by his lying in his dung and stale 
till it was like woollen felt. As soon as die yarrow pounced upon 
the sheeps back he flapped his wings to ny away, but his feet 
became tangled in the wool and, however hard he tried, he could 
not set himself free. While all this was dmng the shepherd was 
looking on, having seen what happened first with the eagle and 
afterwards with the sparrow; so he came up to the wi% birdie in a 
rage and seized him. Then he plucked out his wing'featheis and, 
tying his feet with a twine, carried him to his children and direw 
him to them. "What is this?" asked one of them; and he 
answered, "This is he that aped a greater than himself and came 
to grief," “Now thou, O fox, art hke this and I would have thee 
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beware of aping a greater than t]iou, lest thou pcryi. THs is all 
I have to say to thee; so fare from me in peacef’ When the fox 
despaired of the crow's friendships he turned away, groaning for 
sorrow and gnashing teeth upon teeth in his disappointment; and 
the crow, h^ing the sound of weeping and seeing his grief and 
profound mdandioly, said to him, “O fox, what dole and dolour 
make thee gnash thy canines?'* Answered the fox, ‘1 ^ash ray 
canines because I find thee a greater rascal than myself;'' and so 
saying he made off to his house and ceased not to fare till he 
reached his home. Quoth the Sultan, ‘*0 Shahrazad, how ex' 
cellent are these thy stories, and how delightsrimef Hast thou 
more of such edifynig tales?" Answered she;-—They tell this 
legend concerning 


THE HEDGEHOG AND THE WOOD-PIGEONS. 

A HEDCEHDG onoE took Up his abode by the side of a date-palm, 
whereon roosted a wood-pigeon and his wife that bad built their 
nest there and lived a life of ease and enjo^ent. So he said to 
himself, "Tlhs pigeon-pair eateth of the fruit of the date tree and 
I have no means of getting at it; but needs must 1 find some 
fashion of tricking them.** Upon this he dug a hole at the foot of 
the palm tree and took up his lod^'ng there, he and his wife; 
moreover, he built an oratory beside the hole and went into 
retreat there and made a show of devotion and edification and 
renunciation of die world. The male pigeon saw Kim praying and 
worshipping, and his heart was softened towards him for mis ex¬ 
cess cf devoutness; so lie said to him, '"'How many years hast thou 
been thus?” Replied the hedgehog, "During the la^ thirty 
years.” "What is thy food?” "That which falleth irom the 
pabn-tree.*' “And what is thy clothing?” "Prickks! and I 
profit by their roughness.” “And why hast thou chosen this for 
place rather than another?" "1 chose it and preferred it to all 
others that I might guide the erring into the right way and teach 
the ignorantr’ “I had fancied thy case,” quoth the wood-pigeon, 
"other than this, but now I yearn for that which is with thee.” 
Quoth the hedigehag, “i fear Itet thy d^ contradict thy word and 
thou bee\'en as the husbandman who, when the seed-season came, 
neglected to sow, saying, 'Verily 1 dread lest the days bring me not 
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to my desire, and by making haste to sow I shaHonly iirastemy sub- 
stance'’ When hari-est-timc came and he saw the folk earing their 
crops, he repented him of what he had lost by his tardiness and he 
died of chagrin and veiation ” Asked the wood pigeon, “What 
then shall I do that 1 may be freed ftom the bonds of the world 
and cut myself loose Irom all things save the ser\nce of my Lord?” 
Answered the hedgehog, “Betake thee to preparing for the next 
world and content thyself with a pittance of provision.” Quoth 
the pigeon, “How can J do this, I that am a bird and unable^ ^ 
beyond the date-tree whereon is my daily bread? And even ooJd 
1 do so, 1 know of no other place wherein I may wone." Quoth 
the hedgehog, “Thou canst shake down of the fnoit of the date- 
tree what sh^ sulhee thee and thy wife for a year’s provaunt; 
then do ye take up your abode in a nest under the trunk, that 
ye may prayerfully seek to be guided in the right way, and then 
turn thou to what thou hast shaken down and transport it all 
to thy home and store it up against what drae the dates fail; and 
when the fruits are spent and the delay is longsome upon you, 
address thyself to total abstinence/' Exclaimed the pigeon, 
“^ah requite thee with good for the righteous intendon where- 
wth thou hast reminded me of the world to come and hast 
directed me into the right wy!” Then he and his wife worked 
hard at knockii^ down the dates, till nothing was left on the 
palm-tree, whilst the hedgehog, finding whereof to eat, rejoiced 
and filled his den with the fruit, storing it up for his subsistence 
and saying m his mind, “When the pigeon and his wife have 
need of mcir provision, they w'iil seek it of me and covet what 
I have relying upon thy devoutncss and abstinence; and, from 
what they have heard of my counsels and admonitions, they will 
draw near unto me. Then will 1 make them my prey and eat 
them, after which 1 shall have the place and all that drops from 
the cla^tree to suffice me.“ Presently, having shaken down 
the froits, the pigeon and his wife descended from the tree-top 
and finding that the hedgehog bad removed all the dates to his 
own place, said to him, “O hedgehog! thou pious preacher and 
of good counsd, we can find no sign of the tmtes and know not 
cm what else we shall feed. Replied the hedgehog, “Probably 
the winds have carried them away; but the turning from the 
^vi^ons to the Provider is of the essence of salv’ation, and 
He who the mouth-corners cleft, the mouth without victual hath 
never Jeft.“ And he gave not over improving the occasion to Aem 


158 


Alf Lavlah wa Lavlah. 


an rhi\ wise, and niakirig a abow of pfcty and cosreoing ihcm with 
fine words and false till they put faith in him and accepted him 
and entered his den and had no suspicion of hjs deceit. There' 
upon he sprang to the di>;r and gnasned his teeth, and the wood' 
pigeon, seeing his perfidy nianifested, said to him, "What hath 
to-night to do with yestermight? Knowest thou not diat there is 
a Helper for the oppressed? Beware of craft and treachery, lest 
that mishap befai thee which befel the sharpers who plotted 
against the merchant," "What was that?*' asked the hedgehog. 
Answered the pigeon;— I have heard tell this tale of 


The Merc/idrti and the Two Shisrpers^ 

Ijj a city called Sindah there was once a very wealthy merchant, 
who made ready his camel-loads and equipped himsdl with goods 
and set out with his outfit for such a citj’, purposing to sell it there. 
Now he was followed by two sharpers, who had made up into 
bales what merchandise they could get; and, giving out to the mer¬ 
chant that they also were merchants, wended with him by the way. 
So halting at the first halting-place they agreed to play him falK 
and take all he had; but at the sune time, each inwardly plotted 
foul play to the oth^, Sia>'ing in his mind, “If! can cheat my ooto' 
rade, times will go well with me and I shall have all these goods to 
myself.” So after planning this perfidy, one of them tix^ food and 
putting therein poison, brought it to his fellow; d\e other did the 
same and they both ate of the poisoned mess and they both died. 
Now they had been sitting with the merchant; so when they left 
him and were long absent from him, he sought for tidings of them 
and found the twain lying dead; whereby he knew that they were 
sharpers who had plotted to play him foul, hut their foul play had 
recoiled upon themselves. So the merchant was priserved and 
took what they had. Then quoth the Sultan. "O Shahiazad, verdy 
thou hast aroused me to all w'hereot I was negligent! So continue 
to edify me with these fables.” Qiu3th she:—It hath reached me, 
O King, that men tdl this tale of 


The Thief and his Monkey. 




THE THIEF AND HIS MONKEY.' 

A CERTAIN man had a monkey and that man was a thief^ who 
never entered any of the strwt-maikets of the dty wherein he 
dwelt, but he made off with great profit. Now it came to pass 
one day that be saw a man offering for sale worn dothes, and 
he went calling them in the market, but none bid for them and all 
to whom he showed them refused to buy of liim. Presently the 
thief who had the monkey saw the man with the ragged clothes set 
them in a wrapper and sit down to rest for weariness; so he made 
the ape sport before him to «tch big eye and, whilst he was busy 
garing at it, stole the parcel from him. Then he took the ape and 
made off to a lonely place, where he opened the wrapper and, 
talcing out the old clothes, folded them in a piece of costly stuff. 
This he earned to another bazar and exposed for sale together 
with what was therein, making it a condition that it should not be 
opened, and tempting the folk with the lowness of the price he set 
on it. A certain man saw the wrapper and its beauty pl e aspH 
him; so he bot^ht the parcel on these tenns and carried Jt home, 
doubti^ not that he had done well. When his wife saw it she 
asked, “What is this?" and he answered, “It is txsstjy stuff, which 
I have Ixju^t at lowest price, meaning to sell it arain and take 
profit," Rejoined she, “O dupe, would this stuff oe sold under 
its value, unless it had been stolen? Dost thou not know that 
whoso buy^ aught without eiamining it, faUeth into error, and 
becometh like unto the weaver?" Quoth he, “And what is the 
story of the weaver?"; and quoth she;—I have heard this tale of 


The Foolish Weaver, 

There was once m a certain vilkee a weaver who worked hard 
but could not cam his living save by overwork. Now it chanced 
chat one of the richarde of the neighbourhood made a marriage feast 


* 1 ha¥« Kmnflud iil. JOT) fhas all the pepulir in Anbk anit 
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and invited tte folk thereto: the weaver also was present and 
found the guests, who wore rich gear, served with deiicate 
and made much of by the house-master for what he saw of their 
fine dothes. So he said in his mind, '*lf I change this my craft 
for another craft easier to compass and better oonsideiied and more 
highly paid. I shall amass great store of money and 1 shall buy 
splendid attire, so I may rise in rank and be exalted in men’s 
eyes and become even with these." Presently, he beheld one of 
the mountebanks, who wras present at the feast, climbing up to the 
top of a high and towering wall and throwing himself down to the 
ground and aL'ghting on his feet. Whereupon the weaver said to 
him^f, "Needs mx;st I do as this one hath done, for surdy I shall 
not fad of it." So he arcee and swarmed up the wall and casting 
himself down, broke his neck against the ground and died forth- 
ri^t. “Now I tell thee this that thou mayst get thy living by what 
way thou knowest and thoroughly understandest, lest peradven- 
tore greed enter into thee and diou lust after what is not of thy 
condition." Quoth the woman’s husband, “Not ei'cry wise man is 
saved by his wisdom, nor is every fool lost by his foUy. I have seen 
it happen to a skilful charmer, well versed in the ways of serpents, 
to be struck by the fangs of a snake* and killed, and others prevail 
over serpents who had no skill in them and no knowledge of their 
ways," he went contrary to his wife and persisted in buying 
Gtolcn goods ]^Iow their value till he fell under suspicion and 
perished therefor: even as perished the sparrow in the tale of 


> Th« Wpent dfl<s noi "iting'* nor do** It "bite!" i* iitrik«i wiih the |niwn.te«t]t like a 
downwitd *tih with ft digger. Tbwe fang* i« ftlwiys dr«wn by the jugglcrt but they 
grow i^iin ami tKut ]osl- Tbr ptSjwlflT wiy ijf cstrartiiig the otjchctj if 

Ct5 The Kuike firmly behind the Jiedc wiih nns hanj mnd witli iKc dtKw to ranfalfse 
it by n^erifitf anil iHtFHlrfwxrvg a ifcd ntg: At Ia&c the anlrniil ia ulJowcd. to i trike ir and i 
tharp jerk tem out both tye-irtth «» rusiics waoJ to do \rj abututtiiii i lioor, Tlic kendi 
ii then hdd (JownwarJa and die vetifim draini from it* bag b rhe ivhape uf a few dropf of 
iHghdy ycliowiih fluid whldij at CDCvjurer^ tnuw* may be i^nttik mthmil dtnger The 
patieni loo^ fjuoe and rbLied^ but Movm t few htHirt amj feedi an If nothing bacl 
happened. In Indlt 1 cook Isssom ^rom a saiikMhflrmcr but non gaYC up the praftke 
« too dBOgertmt. 
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THE SPARROW AND THE PEACOCK. 

There was once upon a time a sparrow, that used day to 
visit a certain king of dvc birds and ceased not to wait upon him 
in the mornings and not to leave him till the eveningSi b^g the 
first to go in and the last to go out. One day, a company of birds 
chanced to a»aip;mhle on a high mountain and one of them said to 
another, “Verily, we are waxed many, and many are the differ' 
enc^ between us, and there is no fielp for it hut we have a king to 
look into our affairs; so shall we all be at one and our differences 
will disappear." Thereupon up came that yarrow and counselled 
tbciD to choose for Xing ^e peacock (that is, the prince he used to 
visit). So they chose the peacock to their King and he, become their 
sovereign, bestowed largesse on them and made the sparrow his 
ficcretar>' and Prime Minister. Now the sparrow was wont by- 
times to quit his assiduous service in the presence and look into 
matters in general. So one day he absented himself at the usual 
time, whereat the peacock was sore trotihled; and, while things 
stood thus, he returned and the peacock said to him, “What hath 
delayed th«, and thou the nearest to roe of ah my serxmnts and 
the dearest of all my dependents?" Replied the sparrow, *T have 
seen a thing which is doubtful to me ana whereat I am affrighted." 
Asked the peacock, “What was it thou sawest?"; and the sparrow 
answered, “I saw a man set up a net, hard by my nest, peg down 
its p<^3, stte^' grain in its midst and withdraw afar off. And 1 sat 
watching what he would do when behold, fate and fortune drave 
thither a crane and his wife, which fdl into the midst of the net 
and b^n to cry out; whereupon the fowler rose up and took 
them. This troubled me, and such is the reason of my absence 
from thee, O King of the Age, but never again wili I abide in that 
nest for fear of the net." Rejoined the peacock, ‘‘Depart not 
thy dwelling, for against fate and let forethought will avail thee 
naught." And the sparrow obeyed his bidding and said, "I will 
forthwith arm mysdf with patience and foroeir to depart in 
obedience to the IGng." So he ceased not taking care of himsdf, 
and carrying food to his sovereign, who would eat what sufficed 
him and after feeding drink his water and dismiss the sparrow. 
Now one day as he was looking into matters, lo and behold! he 
saw two sparrows fighting on die ground and said in his mind, 
VOL III. 


Alf Laylah wa Layiah. 


i6i 

“How can I, who am the King's Waair, look on and see spamjws 
hghtmg in my ndghbourhood? By Allah, I must mal^ p^ce 
between them!" So be flew down to reconcile them; but the fowler 
cast the net cFver the whole number and the ^arriow happened to 
be in their very midst. Then the fowler arose and took him and 
gave him to his comrade, saying, '‘Take care of him, 1 never saw 
fatter or finer.” But the sparrow said to himself, "1 have fallen into 
that which I feared and none but the peacock inspired me with 
false confidence. It availed me naught to beware of the stroke of 
fate and fortune, since even he who taketh precaution may never 
Hec from destiny. And how wdl said the poet in this poetry, 

'Whatso is not to be * *ha11 ne’er become; * No and that to be must 
come to pass; 

Yea, it shall come to pass at tune ordained, * And tb' Ignomous* aye shall 
cry •Alas!"' 

Wheteupem quoth the King, “O Shahrazad, recount me other of 
these tat^[“; and quoth she, “I will do so during the coming 
night, if life be granted to me by the King whom Allah bring to 

honour! --And Shahra^tad perceived ihe dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 

IQljtn it bias €hu ^unbrrh anh Jfiftp-ltitrh 

She said:—I will reUte the 

TALE OF ALI BIN BAKKAR AND OF 
SHAMS ADNAHAR. 

It hath reached me, O august King, that in days of yore and in 
times and ages bng gone before, during the Caliphate of Harun 
al'Rashid, there was a merchant who named his son Abu al-Hasan* 


I Armb- ""Akh il-JaliilAh" of tgoArimcc, mn IgiHjTJiiuii; om Mnd truly” 
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Ali bin Taliir; and the same was great of goods and grace, while 
his son was fair of form and face and hdd in. favour by ail folk. 
He used to enter the royal palace without asking leave, for all the 
Caliph's ooticubines and skve-girls loved him, and he was wont to 
be companion with Al'Rashid in his cups and recite verses to him 
and ^ him curious tales and witty\ Withal be sold and bought 
in the merdiancs' bazar, and there used to sit in bis shop a youth 
named Ali bin Bakkar, of the sons of the Persian Kxngs^ who was 
formous of form and symmetrica] of shape and perfect of figure, 
with cheeks red as roses and joined eyebrows; sweet of speech. 
laughing'Iipped and delighting in mirth and gaiety. Now it 
chanced one day, as the two sat talking and laugl^g behold, there 
came up ten damsels like moons, every one of them complete in 
beauty and lov’diness, and elegance and grace; and amongst them 
was a young lady riding on a she-muk with a saddle of bnxmde 
and sdrrups of gold. She wore an outer veil of fine scuff, and her 
waist was girt with a girdle of gold'emhroidered fttltr ; and she was 
even as soith the poet, 

'‘Silky her dun and silk thac mned waiK; * * Sweet vcice; words not o'er 
many nor too few: 

Two eyes quoth Allah 'Be,' and they bccami:; • And work like wine on 
hearts they make to roe: 

O love f feell grow greater every night: * D soUcel Doom'day bring 
our interview," 

And when the cortege reached Abu al'Hasan's shop, she ali ghtpH 
from her mule, and sitting down cm the front board,* fluted him, 
and he returned her saJam. When Ali bin Bakkar saw her, she 
ra\’^ied his tmderstanding and he rose to go away; but ^e said to 
him, “Sit in thy place. We came to thee and thou goest away: 
this is not fair!” Replied he, "O my lady, by Allah, I flee f rom 
w'hat I see; for the tongue of the case saith, 

*She (s 2 Stic which cowereth high a.sfcy; • So ease thy heart with cure by 
Paricner lent: 

Thou to her skyty height ahalt fail to Jly; • Nor she fmn fkycy height can 
make desoenL"* 

When she heard this, she smiled and asked Abu at'Hasan, "What 


* Cf. • deKEndMnt, hot « Prina. 
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is the name of this young man?"; who aaswered, "He is a 
stranger:" and she enquired, "What countr^Tnan is he?"; wh^eto 
the mer^ant replied, "He is a descendant of the Persian Kings; 
his name is Ali son of Bakkar and the stranger desen-'eth Honour." 
Rejoined ^e, "When my damsel comes to tnce, ootne thou at once 
to us and bnng him with thee, that we may entertain him in our 
abode, lest he blame us and say, *There is no hospitality in the 
people of Baghdad': for ni^ardliness is the worst fault a man can 
nave. Tlrou hearest what I say to thee and. if thou disobey me, 
thou wilt incur my displeasure and 1 will never again visit thee or 
salute thee " Quoth Abu ai'Hasan, "On my head and my eyes; 
Allah preserve me from thy displeasure, fair lady?" Then she roK 
and went her way. Such was her case; but as regards Ah bin 
PaR:ir he remain^ in a state of bewfldermenc. Now after an hour 
the d;prnja>I came tx) Abu al'Hasan and said to him, *‘Of a truth my 
lady S hams al^-Nahar, the favourite of the Commander of the Faith'- 
ful, Harun ai'Rashid. biddeth thee to her, thee and thy friend, my 
lord Ali bin Bakkar." So he rose and, taking Ali with him, fdbwed 
the girl CO the Caliph s palace, where she carried them into a 
chi* mber and made them sic down. They talked together awhile, 
when heboid, trays of food were set before them, and they ate and 
wa^ed their hands. Then she brought them wine, and they drank 
deep and made merry; after w’hich she bade them rise and carried 
them into another chamber, vaulted upon four oolumos, furnished 
after the goodliest fashion w'ith various kinds of furniture, and 
adorned with decoradons as it were one of the pavilions of Para' 
disc. They were amased at the rarities they satv; and, as they were 
enjoying a review of these marvels, sudd^y up came ten slave* 
girls, lil^ moons, swaying and swimming in brauty’s pride, daitlit^ 
sight and confounding the sprite; and they ranged themselves 
in two ranks as if they were of the bladt'eyed Brides of Paradise. 
And after a white in came other ten damsels, bearing in their 
hands lutes and divers instruments of mirth and music; and these, 
having saluted the two guests, sat down and fell to tuning their 
lute'strings. Then they rose and standing before them, played and 
song and recited vei^; and indeed each one of them was a seduc* 
tion to the sen-ants of the Lord. Whilst they were thus busied 
there entered other ten damsels like unto them, high'bosomed 
maids and of an equal age, with black eyes and cheeks like the 
rose, joined eyebrows and looks languorous; a very fascination to 
every faithful wight and to all who looked upon them a delight; 
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dad in various kinds of coloured sUks^ with ornaments that 
amazed man's inedligence. They took up tbdr station at the door, 
and there succeeded them yet other ten damsds even fairer than 
they, clad in gorgeous array, such as no ton^e can say; and they 
also stationed themselves by the doorway. Then in came a band of 
twenty damsels and amongst them the lady, Shams al'Nahar 
bight, as she were the moon among the stars swaying from side to 
side, with luring gait and in beauty's pride. And ^ was veiled 
tj> the middle with the luxuriance of her locks, and dad in a robe 
of azure blue and a mantilla of silk embroidered with gold and 
gems of price; and her waist was girt with a zone set with various 
kinds of precious stones. She ceased not to advance with her 
graceful and coquettish swaying, till die came to the couch that 
stood at the upper end of the chamber and seated herself thereon. 
But when Ali bin Bakkar saw her. he versihed with these verses, 

"Sotmce of muifi evils, traly, she alone ’a, • Of long Wplonl^ng and my 
gnniu and means; 

Near her 1 find my soul in melting mtwd, * For love of her and wasting of 
my bo&es/' 

And hnishing his poetry he said to Abu al'Hasan, "Hadst thou 
dealt more k^dly with me thou haddest forewarn^ me of these 
things ere 1 came hither, that 1 might have made up my mind and 
taken patience to support what hath befallen me." y^d he wept 
and groaned and complained. Replied Abu al'Hasan, “O my 
brother, I meant thee naught but good; but I feared to tell th^ 
this, lest such transport should betide th(^ as might hinder thee 
from foregathering with Iter, and be a stumbUng'block between 
thee and her. But be of good cheer and keep chine eyes cool and 
clear;' for she to thee tnclineth and to favour thee dem'gneth." 
Asked Ah bin Bakkar, “What is this young lady's name?” 
Answered Abu al'Hasan, “She is hight Shams al-Nahar, one of 
the favourites of the Commander of ihcFaithful, Harun al'Rashid, 
and thfe is the palace of the Calipliate." Then Shams al-Nahar 
sat earing upon the charms of Ali bin Bakkar and he upon hers, till 
both were engrossed with love for each other. Presently she coni' 
manded the ^msels, one and ah, to be seated, each in her rank 


^ By a Rinilir (mAgpt ihe ii allied Abd Kurrat* Fallii3-*f «iobc^; btanaAe 
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and place, and all sat on a cnucii before one of the windowi, and 
she bade them sing; whereupon one of them took up the lute and 
began carolHng, 

"Give thou cry tnessaac twice • Bnng clear troly in trtcel 
To thac. O Priiict of Beau * -ty' with complaint I rise: 

My lord, u hcart-Wood dear • And Life's moat prcciouB pme! 

Give me one Itis in gift * Or toiin, if thou ikwiK: 

And if thou rave for morie * Take aJl that siitisficaL* 

Thou dmn'st me ikkness-dress * Tlice with health'll weed I blesa. 

Her singing charmed Ali bin Balikar, and he said to her. "Sing 
me more of the like of these verses.’" So she struck the string 
and began to chaunt these lines. 

"By Etiess of parting. O beloved one, • Thou mad'st these eyelid* torrent' 
tin run: 

Oh gladi^ of my sight and d^ar desire. • Gwi of my wikbes^ my rai- 

Pity ^ youth whose cyrw Me drowned in r^ara ♦ Of bver gone dtstrau^ 
and clean undone.” 

When she had finished her verses^ Shams al^Nahar said to another 
damsel, ^"Let ua hear something kom thee!" So she played a 
lively measure and began these couplets, 

"'His* k3oks have ttmde me drunken* not his • His grace of gait 

diAgracod deep to these cyne: 

Daied me no cup, but cop with curly crop; * Hb gifts overcaine me not 
the gifts of vine: 

His winding lochA my paticnce-diie unwound: * His robed beauties robbed 
all wite of nune” 

When Shams Al-Nahar heard this recital from the damsel, she 
sighed heavdy and the song pleased her Then she bade another 
damsel sing; so she took the luce and began chanting. 


‘Thti dividlTif the hETHEirich wcjrdi ii thiractcfiiM bf omun liki; ib 1 hive fftaliud 
it althiwsh 

i Left Mjuildi> at the U- 
mTernry of Gothn^icn. 
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■ enflftied womB.n I Whit ■ ftru f 

* %!ucoiinc again fof fetruitincs the lioei ftrt as liJ <jf •ot^l^pUyi. rul^y eailti! pun^, 
B# Siiukni verfdL 
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“Fwe that wish Sod in Heaven iaaiping via; • Ytniih-ttdc'* fair fountain 
whkh begins tjo nse; 

Whose curly sidf^beanl wntedi wnc of love^ * And in each curl concealedi 

Cried Beaucy, "When 1 met du± youth 1 kura * AUah'i lo^ siich goT' 
g€iom eobc ^upplies^' 

Wlxen had finished her song^ Aii bin Bakksx said to the slaves 
maiden nearest him, "Smg m somewhat^ thou O damsel” So she 
took the iute and began singing, 

“Our trystmg'tjine is all mo siujit • For this iong ooyish coquetry: 

How long this ‘Nay, Nayl* amJ 'Wait, wait?’ * Tms u nfX oEd nobiiityE 
And now that Time ddgiu lend deiigbt * Profit of th' oppottuiuty,'" 

When she ended, Ali bin Bakkar foUowcd up her song with flow' 
ing tears' and, as Shams al'Nahar saw him weeping and groaning 
and complaining, she burned with love-loiiging and desire; and 
passion and transport consumed her. So she rose Ircan the sofa 
and came to the (iaor of the alcove, where Ali met her and they 
embraced with arms round the neck, and fell down faintmg in ^ 
doorway; whereupon the damsels came to them and carrying 
them into the alcove, sprinkled rose-water upon them both. When 
they recovered, they found not Abu al-Hasan who had hidde^i 
him self by the side of a couch, and the young bdy said, “Where 
is Abu al'Hasan?” So he showed himself to her from beside the 
couch and she saluted him, saying, “I pray Allah to give me the 
means of requiting thee, O kindest of menl” Then she tume 1 
to All bin Bakkar and said to him, “O my lord, passion hath not 
reached this extreme pass with thee without my feeling the like; 
but we have nothing to do save to bear patiently what aJaroity 
hath befallen us,” Replied he, “By Allah, O my lady, union with 
thee may not content me nor garihg upon thee assuage the fire 
thou hast lighted, nor shall leave me the to\'e of thee which hath 
mastered iny heart but with the leaving of my life.” So saying, 
he wept and the tears ran dnwm upon his cheeks like thridded 
pearls; and when Shams al'Nahar saw him ween, she wept for 
his weeping, But Abu abHasan exclaimed. “By AHah, T wonder 
at vmtr case and am confounded at your conditinn; of a truth, your 
affair h amazing and your chance daring. What! this weeping 
while ye are yet together: then how will It be what time ye are 
parted and far separated?” And he continued, "Indeed, this 1“! 
no tide for weeping and wailing, but a season for meetin'' aid 
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merry'Hiaking; rejoice, therefoie^ and take your pleasure and shed 
no more tears!" Then Shams al-Nahar signed to a slave-girl, 
who arose and presently returned with handmaids bearing a t^Ie, 
whose dishes of silver were hilL gf various rich viands. They set 
the Table before the pair and Shams al-Nahar to cat' and 

to place tid-^bits in the mouth of AH bin Bakkar; and they ceased 
not so doing tiU they were satkhed, when the table was removed 
and they washed their hands. Then the waiting-women fetched 
censers with all manner ot incense, aloe'wood and ambergris and 
mixed scents; and sprinkling-flasks full of rose-water were also 
brought and they were fumigated and perfumed. After this the 
slaves set on vessels of graven gold, containing ail kinds of sher^ 
bets, besides fruits fresh and dried, that heart can desite and eye 
delight in; and lastly one brought a flagon of camelioTi full of old 
wine. Then Shams d-Nahar chose out ten handmaids to attend on 
them and ten singing w'omen; and, dismissing the rest to their 
apartments, bade some of those who remained strike the lute. 
They did as she bade them and one of them began to ring, 

■"My eoul m him who smiled back my salute, • In breasc reriving hopes that 
were no nio''ef 

The hand o* * Love my seertr brcnight to bght. * And censor's tongues what 
lies my rib$ below:* 

My lear-drup* ever press twjjtt me and him, * As ihaugb my tear-drops 
showing love would flow," 

When she had finished her ringing, Shams aJ-Nahar rose and, 
filling a goblet, drank it ofl:, then crowned it again and handed 

it to AH bin Bakkar;-And Shahratad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


ISfien it teas tfie ©nt i&tmbrett ani jFiflp-fo«rlft iilgfet. 

She said. It hath readied me, O auspicious King, that Shams 
al'Nahar Med a goblet and handed it to All bin Bakkar; after 
which she bade another damsel sing* and she began ringing these 
couplets. 


•The Euiern henitne alway* hat e pjod euyetit* ^nd «h weH. The xiimble Onenul 
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"My lean thua Bowing owil with my wine, * * Ptaurirg the like of what fill* 

cup to brink:' ■ - ■ £ t 

By AJlah wot 1 n<it an nm tliM cyne * Wf win^ or ebe it *i ctf teaa 1 

drint^^ 

And when she ended her recitation, Ali bin Bakkar drained his 
cup and returned it to Shams al-'Nahar. She filled it again and 
gave it to Abu al-Hasan who tossed it off. Then she twk the 
lute, saying, '‘None shall si^ ovtr my cup save my^lf; so she 
screwed up the strings and mconed these verses, 

"The t)caj^ run down hsA chests in double * And in his bncusc high 
flaitieth lover-lows: 

He wwps when neair^ a-^fearing to be far; * And, whether far or near, nis 
tear-dropiS floro." 

And the words of another, 

*'Oiir life to dice, O cup^boy Beaur^'-dight! * Ft™ parted hair to calves: 

from black to white: ^ ™ . j j £ tt 

Sol bcamcth fnm ihy hands, and from thy lips * Pleiads, and full Moon 

through thy colkr^s night,^ - * * 1 

Cood Booth the cups^ which made our heads fly rounds Are chose tMtee 

eyes pass roui^ ta da^c che ^ght; j- tr ^ 

No wonder lovers had itce as full nuxsi * Wajiing to tlicnii for self e er 
waxing brighi: ^ ,. , , , , , 

Art thou a deity » kill and quicien. * Bidding this fere, fortudding 

other wight? , , — . , 

Allah fnim nujdel of thy form nude Beau • ty and the Zephyr seemed 

with thy spritt + . . u 

Thou art not of this order of human ■ -fty but angcI lent by Heaven 

to 

When All bin Bakkar and Abu al'Ha^ and those present heard 
RKams al-Nahar's song, they were like to fly for joy, and sport^ 
and laughed; but while they were thus enjt^g themsdves lo! 
Up came 3- damsel, trcinbling for fear and O my 

Commander of the Faithful s eunuchs aire at the dooTj Afif and 
Klasrur and Marjan* and others whom w^ot I not* ^^/hen they 


■ l.f, blood U Ttd »WIM, t Dfl ^ J ^ J 

* The winjsMTup (tiiti.1ikc> m Ay hAfld; thy 'ccchjire \mM m the Plesdi itid 
thy nm a mocifl frmi the daikna^ of ihr dtins-™^. 

* Th« Marjinah (Mtrrfttina) *^cl« she coral-branch; and hk^ thil * 

erncranv (siv.n 10 ncgHKs. «cn white apTlhed Co H bl«k^»W hj Way of 

mtmnomr ^ «a U ii» mrh Mack -hW by w^v of flin. A Penman v.™ 
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beard this they were like to die with frightt but Shams al-Nahar 
laughed and said, ''Have no learf' Thcti quoth she to the damsd, 
"Keep answering them whilst we remove hence/' /Vnd she caused 
the doors of the alcove to be closed upon All and Abu al'Hasan, 
and let down the curtains over the entrance (they being still 
within); alter whjch she shut the door of the saloon and went out 
by the pvivy wicket into the flower-garden, where she seated her¬ 
self on a coudi she had there and made one of the damsels knead 
her feet.' Then she dismissed the rest o/ her women to thar 
rooms and bade the portress admit those who were at the door; 
whereupon Masrur entered, he and his oompany of twenty with 
drawn sw-ords. And when they saluted her, she asked, ‘'Wherefore 
come ye?'‘; whereto they answered, ‘The Commander of the 
Faithful saluteth thee. Indeed he is desokted for w-ant of thy 
sight; he letteth thee know that this be to him a day of |oy and 
great gladness and he wisheth to seal his day and complete his 
pleasure with thy company at this very hour. So say, wilt go to 
him or shall he come to thee?" Upon this she rose and, kissing 
the earth, replied, "I hear and I obey the commandment of the 
Prince of True Bdievera!" Then she summoned the women 
guards of her household and other skve'dimsels, who lost no time 
in attending upon her and made a shfiw of obeying the Caliph's 
orders. And albeit everything about the place was in readiness, 
she said to the eunuchs, "Go to the Commander of the Faithful 
and tell him that 1 await him after a little space, that I may make 
ready for him a place with carpets and other matters ^ they 
returned in haste to the Caliph, whilst Shams al-Nahar, doffing her 
outer gear, repaired to her bver, Ali bin Bakkar, and drew him to 
her bosom and bade him farewell, w'hereat he wept sore and said, 
"O my lady, this leave-taking wilt cause the ruin of my very self 
and the loss of my v’ery soul; but 1 pray Allah grant me patience 
to support the passion wherewith he hath afflicted mel" Replied 
she, “By Alkh, none shall suffer perdition save 1 ; for thnu wilt 
fare forth to the bazar and consort with those that shall divert 
thee, and ^y life will be sound and thy trwe hidden forsurc: but 1 
shall fall into trouble and tristesse nor find any to console me, 
more by token that I have given the Caliph a tryst, wherein haply 
great peril shall beb’de me by reason of my love for thee and my 
lonffiiiK foj" thCiC and tnjr at Eyeing parted Itdiu thoc. For uith 
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what tongue shall I sing and with what heart shall 1 present my* 
self before the Caliph? and with what speech shall 1 company we 
of the Faithful in his cups? and with what eyes shall 
I look upon a place where thou ait absent? and wth wlm tasw 
I drink wine of which thou drinkcsc not? Quoth Abu 
Hasan, “Be not troubled but take patie^ and be not remiss tn 
ditcrtaining thg Commander ot the Faithful this night, nei er 
show? him any n^iect, but be of good heart, Now at thk ju^ 
ture, behold, up came a damsel, who aid to Shams al-'Nahar, U 
my lady, the CalipVs pages are come," So she ha^y ^ to ha 
feet and said to maid, iTTake Abu ai-Hasan and his fnend^o 
cany m to the upper bakony^ giving upon the gard^ and there 
leave them tili darkness come on; when do thou contrive m cany 
them forth;' Accordingly the girl led them up to the t^cony 
and 1<v-ifing the door upon them both, went her way. As wey sat 
looking on the garden lo! the Caliph appcarwl e^orted by ^ 
an hundred eunuchs, with drawn swords in hand Md girt ^ut 
with a score of damsels, as they moons, all clad in the rtcne^ 
of raiment and on each one's head was a crown set imth jewels ^d 
rubies; while each carried a lighted flambeau. The Cahph walked 
in th^ midst, they encompassing him about on ali side, and 
Masrur and Afif and WasiP went before him and he tore hunseif 
with a gr^ul gait. So Shams al^ahar and her maidens rose to 
receive Kfm and, meeting him 2.1 tlic gai'dcn^door^ ki^d 
between his lunds; nor did they cease to go before hto till y 
brought him to the couch whereon he sat dov.m, whilst aU the 
waiting'women who were in the gardra and the eunuchs stood 
before him and there came fair handmaids and concubmes holding 
in hand lighted candles and perfumes and incense and instrument 
of mirth and music. Then the Sovereign bade the sixers sit 
doxvn. each in her place, and Shams al'Nahar came op and, seating 
herself on a stool by the side of the Cnliph's wuch, began coti- 
verse with him; all dm happening wblst Abo ahHasan and AU 
bin Bakkar looked on and listened, unseen of the 
the Caliph fell to jesting and toying with Shams al'Nahar and 
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both were in the highest spirits, glad and gay, when he bade them 
throw open the garden pavilioQ. So they opened the doors and 
windows and lighted the tapers till the place shone in the season 
of darkness even as tlie day. Then the eunuchs removed thither 
the wine'service and (quoth Abu al'Hasan) * *'l saw drinking' 
vessels and rarities whose like mine eyes never beheld, vases of 
gold and sil^rer and all tnanner of noble metals and precious stones, 
such as no power of description can describe, till indeed it seamed 
to me I was dreaming, for excess of amazement at what i saw!" 
But as for Ali bin Bakkar, from the moment Shams al'Nahar left 
him, he lay strown on die ground for stress of bve and d^re; 
and, when he revived, he feE to gazing upon these things that had 
not their like and saying to Abu al'Hasan, "O my brother, I fear 
lest the CaJiph see us or come to know of our case; but t^ most 
of my fear is for thee. For myself, of a truth I know that I am 
about to be lost past recourse, and the cause of my destruction is 
naught but love and longing and cice^ of desire and distraction, 
and disunion from my belov^ after union with her; but 1 beseech 
Allah to deliver us from this perilous predicament." And they 
ceased not to look out of the balcony on the C^ph who was 
taking his pleasure, till the banquet was spread before hin, when 
he turned to one of the damsels and said to her, “O Gharam,^ let 
us hear some of thine enchanting songs." & she took the lute 
and tuning it, began singing, 

‘The longing of s Bedouin maEd, whg« folks are fir away, * Who yearns 
afrer the willow of the Hcjar and the hay,*— 

Whose teai5, when she on mvellers fights, might for their waier serve * 
And eke her her pajssinon, with its heat, their bfvouac'firc purvey,— 
b net more ficrcis nor adenc thjm my longing for my love. - Who deans 
tiiac I cofUEnit ^ ciime in loving mrn aJwiy/^ 

Now when Shams al'Nahor heard th^se verses she sKpped off die 
scooi whereon she sat and fell to the earth fainting and became 
tosensihle to the world around her; upon which the damsels came 
and lifted her up- And vvhen Ah bin Bakkar saw rhk from the 
balcony he also slipped down senseless, and Abu al>Hasan slid, 


* Afib. "RinJ," which miT willow (DfienEiT), b»y « kIoei w«sd! AI.Aitna'i 
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‘'Verily Fate hath divided love-xlcsire equally upiMi you cwaial * * 
As he spoke lol in cb; damsel who had led thm up to the 
balcony and said to him, "O Abu ai'Jlasan, arise thou and thy 
friend and come down, for of a truth the world hath waxed sc^t 
upon us and I fear lest our case be discovered or the CaUph 
become aware of you; unless you descend at once we ate dead 
ones." Quoth he, "And how shall tliK youth descend with me 
seeing that he hath no strength to rise?" Thereupon the damsd 
began sprinkling rose-water on All bin Bakkar till he came to h^ 
geiiscs, when Abu aJ-Hasan lifted him up and the damsel made 
him lean upon her. So they went down from the balcony and 
walked on awhile till die damsel opened a little iron door, and 
iTiattg the two friends pass through it, and th^ came upoo a 
by the Tigris’ hank. Thereupon the slave-giri clapped her hands^ 
and there up a man with a little boat to whom said she, 
“Take up these two young men and land them on the omxssite 
side." So both entered the boat and, as the rowed off vrith 
them and they left the garden behind them. Ah bin Bakkar lookra 
back towards the Caliph^s palace and th^ pavilion and th-s grounds i 
and bade them farewell with these vt,'o couplets, 

"I offered lliii weak hand as last farewdl, • While to heart-burning fire 
rluK hand is guided: . . # « j 

O let itac this end union! Let not this * Be last ptovuion for long road 
pdovidedr' 

Thereupon the damsel said to the boatman, Make haste with 
them both." So he plied his oars deftly (the dave'girl b^g still 

with them);-And Shahraaad perceived the dawning day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


fflljen ft teas titr ifhir l&unlircli anh Jfi(tp*fiftti .Misfit, 

She said. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that the batman 
rowed them cowards the other bank till they reached it and land¬ 
ed, whereupon she took leave of them, raying, It ™y w^ 
not to abandon you, but 1 can go no farther than this. Then she 
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turned back, 'vrhllst Ali bin Bakkar lay prostrate on the ^und 
before Abu ai'biasan and by no manner of means could he rise, till 
his friend said to him, “Indeed this place is not sure and 1 fear 
lest we lose our lives in this very spot, by reason of the lewd 
fellows who infest it and highwaymen and men of lawlessness.'* 
Upon this Au bin Bakkar arose and walked a little but could not 
contiQue walking. Now Abu al'Hasan had friends in that quarter, 
so he made search for one of them, in whom he trusted, and who 
was of his intimates, and knocked at the door. The man came 
out quickly and seeing them, lade them welcome and brought 
them into his house, when: he seated them and talked with cb^ 
and asked them whoicc they came. Quoth Abu al-Hasan, **Wc 
came out but now, being obliged thereto by a person with whom 
I had dealings and who hath in his hands dirhams of mine. And 
it reached me that he designed to flee into foreign parts with my 
monies: so I fared forth to^ght in quest of him, taking with 
me for company this youth, Adi bin Bakkar; but, when we came 
hoping to see the debtor, he hid from us and we could get no sight 
of him. Accordingly W'C turned back, empty'handea without a 
doit, but it was irksome to us to return honie at this hour of the 
night; so weeting not whither to go, we came to thee, well 
knowing thy kindness and wonted courtesy." "Ye are welcome 
and well cornel" answered the host, and studied to do them 
honour; so the twain abode with him the rest of their night and 
as soon as the daylight dawned, they left him and made thdr 
way back without aught of delay to the dty. When tliey came 
to the bouse of Abu al'Hasan, he conjured his comrade to enter; 
so they went in and tying down on the bed, slept awhile. As 
soon as they awoke, Abu al-Hasan bade ha servants spread the 
house with rich carpets, saying b his mind, “Needs must I divert 
this youth and distract him from thinking of his affliction, for T 
know his case better than another." Then he called for water for 
AJi bin Bakkar who, when it was brought, rose up from his bed 
and making Iiis ablub'ons, prayed the obligatory prayers which he 
had omitted for the past day and m'ght'; after which he sat down 
and began to solace himself by taliting with has friend. When 
Abu al'Hasan saw this, be turned to him and said, “O my lord, it 
were fitter for thy case that thou abide with me this night, so thy 
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breast may be broacknetl and the distress of lovc'lnngmg that is 
upon thee be dispelkd and thou make meny with us, so haply 
the dre 01 thy heart may thus be quenched.*’ Ali replied, *‘0 my 
brother, do what scemeth good to thee; tor i may not on any 
wise escape from what calamity hath befallen me; so act as 
thou wilt.” Accordingly, Ahu al'Hasan arose and bade bis 
servants summon some of the choicest of his friends and sent 
for singers and musidam who came; and meanwhile he made 
ready meat and drink for them; so they sal eating and drinking 
and m ak ing meny through the rest of the day till nightfall. 
Then they Lt the candles, and the cups of friendship ana good 
fellow'ship went round amongst them and the time passed 
pleasantly with them. Presently, a singing-woman took the lute 
and began singing, 

"‘rve been shot by Fortunt. and ihaft of eye * Dowa aruelt me and paired 
ffoD] fondest friend? 

Time baa proved him foe and my padeuce failed, • Yet I ever expected it 
thus would end.*^ 

When Ali bin Bakkar heard her words, he fcH to the earth In a 
swoon and ceased not Ij'ing in his fainting ht till day-'break; and 
Abu al'Hasan despaired of him. But, with the dawning, he came 
to himself and sought to go home; nor could his friend hmder 
him, for fear of the issue of his affair. So he made his servants 
bring a shemulc and, mounting Ah’ thereon, carried him to his 
lodgings, he and one of his men. When he was safe at home, 
Abu al' Hasan thanked Allah for his deliverance from, that sore 
peril and sat awhile with him, comforting him; but Ah could 
not contain himself, for the violence of tus love and longing. 
So Abu al'Hasan rose Co take leave of him and return to lus 

own place.--^And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


Klhtn it tuaa the @nt ibnnhrrh atib 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when Abu 
al' Hasan rose to oikg leave of him, Ali son of Bakkar ex claimed , 
my brother, leave me not without news.” ”1 hear and obey,^ 
replied the other: and fordiwith went away and, repairing to his 
shop, opened it and sat there all day, expecting news of Shams 
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al-Nahaf. But lusne caise. He passed the night in his owi house 
and* when dawned the day, he waited to bin Bakkar s lodging 
and went in and found hdro thrown on his bed, with his Ineiids 
about him and physicians around him presenbing something or 
other, and the doctors feeling his pulse, When he saw Abu^ 
Hasan enter he smiled, and the visitor, after saluting him, cnijuiieo 
how he did and sat with him till the folk withdrew, when he said 
to him, “What plght is this?" Quoth Ali bin Bakkar, “It was 
bruited abroad that I was ill and my comrades heard the report; 
and I liavc no strength to rise and walk so as to give him the lie 
who noised abroad my sickness, but continue lying strown here as 
thou secst. So my friends came to visit me: say, however, O my 
brother, hast thou seen the slave-girl or heard any news of her?" 
He replied, “I have not seen her. since the day we parted from her 
on Tigris’ bank;" and he presently added, "O my brother, beware 
thou of ficanA-il and leave this weeping " Rejoined Ah, “O my 
brother, indeed, I have no control over myself;" and he sighed 
and b^an reciting, 

*‘She gives womarv's band a force that fails the hand of me, * And with 
red dye on wrist she gars my patienc« fail and flw: 

And for her band she fears so sore what shaft® her eyes disdiafgt. * She’s 
fain *o clothe and guard her hand with mail'r^ panoply:^ _ 

The in ignemnee felt my pulse the while ta him I cried. • ‘Sick is my 
heart, so (juit my hand which hath no malady;' 

Quoth to fhat fair nightly vision favtnired roe and fled, • ‘By AlUh 
picture him nor add nor 'hate in least degree!’ ^ ^ 

Replied the Dream, "I leave him thou|^ he die of thirst,' I cry, • ‘Stand off 
from watCT'pit and say why this persistency.’ 

Rained tear-pcarls her Nardsisus'eyes. and rose on cheek bclil • She made 
my dierb^, and the lote with bits of hail ehe Wt”* 

And when his recital was ended he said, "O Abu al-Hasan, I am 
smitten with an affliction from which I deemed myself in Mrfect 
surety, and there is no greater ease for me than death." Replied 
he, padent, haply Allah will heal thoc!" Then he went out 
from him and repairing to his shop opened it, nor had he sat long, 
when sudd^y up came tire handmaid who saluted him. He 
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returned her and looking fit her, saw that her heart was 

palpitating and chat she was in sore trouble and diowed signs of 
great affliction: so he said co her, *Thou art wdeome and well 
coinel How is it with Shams al-Nahar?" She answered, will 
presently tdl thee, but first let me know iww doth Ali bin Bak- 
io he told her all that had passed and how his case stoo^ 
whereat she grieved and sighed ano lamented and marvelled at his 
condition* Tnen said she, "My lady's case is still stranger chan 
this; for when you went away and fared homewards, I turned 
back, my heart beating hard on your account and hardly crediting 
your escape. On entering I found her lying prostrate in the pavil' 
ion, speaking not nor answering any, whilst the Commander of Ac 
FaiAful sat by her head not knowing what ailed her and finding 
none who could make known to him augh^ of her ailment. She 
ceased not from her swoon till midnight, when she recovered and 
Ae Prince of Ae Faithful said to her, 'What hann haA happened 
to Aee, O Shams al-N Aar, and what ha A befallen th^ Ais night?’ 
Now when she heard Ae Caliph’s worA she kissed his feet and 
said, ‘Allah me Ay ransom, O Prince of True Bdieversl Ver- 
ily a sourness of stoma A lighted a fire in my body, so Aat 1 Utet my 
senses for excess of pain, and I know no more of roy conAtion, 
j'Qced Ac Caliph, 'What hast Aou eaten tO'day?'; and she an' 
swered, 'I broke tny fast on something I had never tasted before.’ 
Then she feigned to be recovered and calling for a someAing of 
wine, Aahk it, and begged Ae Sovereign to resume his Aversion. 
So he sat down again on bis oou A in the pavilion and Ae sitting 
w'3s resumed; but when Ae saw me, she asked me how you fared, I 
told her what 1 bad done w’iA you boA and reputed to her Ae 
verses whi A Ali bin Bakkar had composed at parting'tide, whereat 
Ae wept secretly, but presently bdd her peace. After awhile, Ae 
Commander of Ae FaiAfA ordered a d a ms el to sing, and Ae be' 
gan reciting. 


’Life hu no ewert for me aince forth ye fmed; * Would Heaven i wot how 
fare yc who foraaJsc: 

Twerc only fit my trars were tears Oif blood, * Since you are weeping tor 
mine abeenta sake.' 

But when my lady heard Ais verse Ae lell baA on Ae sofa in a 

5 woon,"-And Shahraiad perceived Ae dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 
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She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the siave-gir] 
continued to Abu al^Hasan, “But when my lady heard this verse, 
she fell back on the sofa in a swoon, and I seized her hand and 
sprinkled Fose-watcr on her face, dU she revived, when 1 said to 
her, 'O my lady, cjtpose not thyself and all thy palace containeth. 
By the life of thy Wloved, be thou patient!’ She replied, ‘Can 
aught befal me worse than death which indeed I seek, for by Allah, 
my ease is therein?' Whilst we were thus talking, another damsel 
sang these words of the poet, 

‘Quoth they, 'Mayhe that Patience lend thee eaeef'* Quoth I, 'Since fared 
he whete is Patience* place! 

Covenant he made 'twut me and him, to cut * The cortU of Patknoe at 

And as soon as she had finished her verse Shams al-Nahar swooned 
away once more, which when the Caliph saw, he came to her in 
baste and commanded the wine to be removed and each damsel to 
rerum to her chamber. He abode with her the rest of the night, 
and when dawned the day, he sent for chirurgeons and leadics 
and bade them medicine her, knowing not t^t her sickness 
arose from bve and longing. I tarried with her till I deemed 
her in a way of recov’ery, and this is what kept me from thee, I 
have now left her with a nmnber of her body-women, who were 
gready concerned for her, when ^ bade me go to you two and 
bring her news of Ali bin Bakkar and return to hsx with lie 
tidings,'* When Abu al-Hasan heard her story, he mani'eUed and 
said, “By Allah, I have acquainted thee with hk whole case; so 
now return to thy mistress; and salute her for me and diligently 
exhort her to have patience and say to her, ’Keep thy secret!’; 
and tell her that I know ali her case which is indeed hard and one 
which calleth for nice conduct.” She thanked him and taking 
leave of him, returned to her miscrcss. So far concerning her; 
but as regards Abu al'Hasan, he ceased not to abide in his shop 
till the end of the day, when he arose and shut it and locked it and 
betaking himself to Ali bin Bakkar’s house knocked at the door. 
One of the servants came out and admitted him; and when 
Ali saw him, he smiled and congninilatoJ himsdf on his coming, 
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saying, *'0 Abu al'Kasan, thou hast desolated me by thine 
absence tbk day; for indeed my soul is pledged to thee during 
the rest of my time." Answered the other, “Leave this talk! 
Were thy healmg at the price of my hand, I would cut it oil ere 
tbou couldst ask me; and, could I ransom thee with my life, I 
bad already laid it down for thee. Now this very day, Shams al' 
Nahar*3 handmaid hath been with me and told me that what 
hindered her coming ere this was the Caliph's sojourn with her 
mistress; and she acquainted me with evciTi^ing which had 
bedded her," And he went on to repeat to Itim all that the girl 
had told him of Shams al-Nahar; at which Alj bin Bakkar lamented 
sore and wept and said to him, "AHah upon thee, O my brother, 
help me in this affliction and teach me what course I shall take. 
Moreover, I beg thee of thy ^ce to abide with me this night, 
chat 1 may have the solace of thy society,'’ Abu al'Hasan agreed 
to this request, replying that he would readily night there; so they 
talked together till even'tide darkened, when All bin Bakkar 
groaned a^ud and lamented and wept copious tears, reciting thi^ 
couplets, 

"Thine image in these eyue. a-lip thy njune, • My heait chy home; how 
could^t thou duappear? 

Kow «ore 1 grieve for fife which comes to end, * Nor see 1 boon of union 
far or near.” 

And these the w'ords of another, 

"She split my casque of coumgc with eyeswords that wrely smite; “ She 
pierced my pattEnce* ring'mait with herdiapc tike esne-apor light; 
Patdi^ by the musky mole on cheek wns to our sight display^ * ^mphor 
set lound with ambergris, light dawning through the ni^C’ 

Her $01]] was sonowed and she bit camelitm stone with pcarli " ^WhQ 8 e 
unions tn a sugared tank evci to lurk unite:* 

Restless sighed and smote with palm the snows that clothe her boost, 
• And left a mark whereon 1 looked and ne'er beheld such sight . 
Pens, fashionsd of her coral nails with smbergriB for ink, * Five l i ne s 00 
crystal page of bre^ did cruelly uidiie; 


‘ It. her fmt Uet ihini n* iKfWish the lilitk hair. ■‘Csjitphw'^ U * 
bdeta : the PeKiUK hate » b«BD*e watneeted in their mind* with deatn; hew* utea «f 
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O swordsncQ a^ed with tmaty dted? I bid you all beware • Wben OQ 
you benda deadly glanoe which fasdnata the spriu: 

And guani thyadf, O thou of <pear! whenaa she diaweth mar • To tilE with 
alender qumeriiig shape, lilust the nut-brown spear.” 

And when All bin Bakkar ended his verse* he cried out with a. 
great cry and fell down in a fit. Abu al-Hasan thought that his 
soul had fled his body and he ceased not froin his swoon till day- 
break, when he came to himself and talked with his friend, who 
continued to sit with him tili die forenoon. Then he left him and 
repaired to his shop; and hardly had he opened it, when lo! the 
damsel came and stood by his aide. As soon as he saw her, she 
made him a sign of salutation which he returned; and she delivered 
to him the greeting message of her mistress and asked, "How 
doth Ah bin Bakkar?" Answered be, "O handmaid of good, ask 
me not of his case nor what he suffereth for eiccess of love'long' 
ing; he sleepcth not by night neither resteth he by day; w-akefulness 
wasteth him and care hath cont]uered him and his condition is a 
consternation to his friend.' Quoth she, "My lady salutetb thee 
and him, and ^e hath written iiim a letter, for indeed she is in 
worse case than he; and she entrusted the same to me, saying, 
'Do not return save with the answer; and do thou obey my hid' 
ding.' Here now is the letter, so say. wilt thou wend w^th me to 
him that we may get his reply?" "I hear and obey," answered Abu 
al'Hasan, and loc^g his shop and taking with him the girl he 
went, by a way different from that whereby he came, to AL bin 
Bakkar’s house, where he left her standing at the door and walked 
in.-' And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 
say her permitted say. 

BHhm ft tots t&e ^ S^onlicrli anh JPtflp-fiBijrti iiigbi. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abu d' 
Hasan went with the girl to the house of Ali son of Bakkar, where 
he Ifft her standing at the door and walked in to his great joy. 
And Abu al-Hasan sajd to hinip "The reason of my cotning is that 
^ch an one hath sent his handmaid to thee with a letter^ contain^ 
ing his greeting to thee and mentioning therein that the rai of 
his not coming to thee was a matter that hath bedded him. The 
girl stendeth even now at the door: shall she have leave to 
enter?": and he signed tn him that it ms Shams al^Nahar's slave^ 
girl Ali understood his signal and answered, ^^Bring her 
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and when he aaw her^ he shook for joy and signed to her, 
doth thy lord?; Allah grant him health and healmgl" * *‘He is 
well,'* answered she and pulling out the letter gave it to him* He 
took it and kissing it, opened and read it; alter which he handed 
it to Abu ai'Hasan, who found th^ verses written therein, 

“This mescnger shall give my news to chce; • Fatierux what while my 
aghc thou cann not see: 

A lovej’ leav'st tn love's insanity, * Whose cyne abide on wake tnces' 
suitly: 

f suffer patience^pangs in woes that none • Of men can me dttin e;—such 
Tsy destiny! 

Keep cool tbme e>‘es; ne'er shall my heart forget, * Nor without dioam of 
dice one day shall be 

Look what befd chy wasted frame, and thence * Argue what 1 am docmed 
for love to dr^i 

“And afterwards*: Without iiiigeTS^ I have wTitten to thee, and 
without tongue I have spoken to thee * to resume my ose, I have 
an eye wherefrom sleeplessness depaitech not * and a heart 
whence sorrowial thought scirreth not * It is with me as thou^ 
hftahh 1 had never known * nor in sadness e\'er ceased to wonc • 
nor spent an hour in. pleasant place * but it is as if I were made 
up of pine and of the pain of passion and chagrin * Sickness 
unceasingly troubleth * and my yearning ever redoubleth * desire 
etS\[ grow’eth * and longing in my heart still gloweth • I pray 
Albh to hasten our union * and dlspd of my mind the coo^ 
fusion • And 1 would fain thou favour me * with some words of 
thine * that I may cheer my heart in pain and repine • More' 
over, I would have thee put on a patience Hel, until Allah vouch- 
safe relief * And His peace be w-ith thee.*'* When Ali bin Bakkar 
had read this letter he said in weak accents and feeble voice, 
“With what hand shall I write and with what tongue shall I make 
moan and lament? Indeed she addeth sickness to my sickness 
anrf drawreth death upon my death!" Then he sat up and taking 


' Arab. WbA j** the fonntila wftn-h Tn the FiBjne of A lJA. 
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in hand ink'case and paper, wrote the following reply, ‘'In the 
name of Allah, the Compassionatmg, Compassionated Thy 
letter hath reached me, O my lady, and hath given ease to a ^rite 
worn out with passion and love'Ionging, and hath broi]^)t healing 
CO a wounded heart cankered with languishment and sidoicss; for 
indeed I am become even as saith the poet, 

'Straiten^ bosom; leverics dispread; * SlumSerliss cydids; body 
weah^; 

Patience cut short; disunion longsomest; * Reason deranged and heart 
whose life is fled!’ ^ 

And know that complaining is unavailing; but it easetb him 
whom iove-longing diordereth and separation descroyeih and, 
with repeating, 'Union/ 1 keep myself comforted and how fine is 
the saying of the poet who said, 

'Did not in lovc^piight joys and sorrows ine«, * How would the roesuge or 
the writ be sweet?'" 

When he had made an end of this letter, he banded it to Abu al- 
Hasan, saying, “Read it and give it to the damsd," So he took it 
and read it and its words stirred his soul and its meaning wounded 
his vitals. Then he committed it to the giH, and when she took it 
Ah bin Bakkar said to her, “Salute thy kdy for me and acquaint 
her with my love and longing and how passion is blended with 
my flesh and my bones; and say to her that in very deed I need a 
woman who shall snatch me from the sea of destruction and save 
me from this dilemma; for of a truth Fortune oppeesseth me with 
her vicissitudes; and is there any helper to free me from her turpi^ 
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tudes?” And he wept and the damsd wept for his \(fccpiiig. 
Then she took leave of h'l" and went forth and Abu al^Hasan 
went out with her and farcwelled her. So she ganged her gait 
and he returned to his shop, which he opened and sat down there, 

as was his wont;-And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 

SIhrn ft biafif the i^unheeh anh Jftftp>nfn(h i^tgbh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abu 
al'Hasan farcwelled the ^ve^l ana returned to his shop 
which he opened and sat down there according to his custom; 
but as he tarried, he found bis hean oppressed and bis breast 
straitened and he was perplexed about hia case. So he ceased 
not from melancholy the nest of* that day and night, and on the 
morrow he betook himself to Ali bin Eakkar, with whom he sat 
nil the folk withdrew, when he asked him how he did. Ah began 
to complain of desire and to descant upon the longing ancl (hV 
traction which possessed Kim, and repeated these words of the 
poet. 

"Men have 'plained of pining before my nmiE. * Live and dead by parting 
been tenifiedr 

Bui i qfirh ffsclings as tlaae which toy ribs iuuniue * 1 have never heoid of, 
nor ever espied." 

And these of another poet, 

"1 have borne for thy love what never bore “ For hia fair, Kays the 'Daft 
one** bight of old; 

Yet I not the wjiillings of wold uhI wild • Like Kays, for madnew 
is manifuld.'" 
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Thereupon qucch Abu al-Jia^an, “Ne^'er did I see or hear of one 
like unto thee in thy lovcf When thou suffcrest all this transport 
and sickness and trouhk bdng enamoured of nnc who retumcth 
thy passion, how would it be with thee if she whom thou bvest 
w'ere contraty and contumelious, and tby case were discofverKi 
through her perfidy?" "And Ali the son of Bakkar" (says Abu 
at'Hasan) "was pleased with tny words and he rehed upon them 
and he thanked me for what 1 had said and done. I had a friend" 
(continued Abu al'Hasan), "to whom I discovered my aSair and 
that of Ali and who knew that we W'ere inrimates; but none other 
than he was acquainted with what was betwijtt us. He was wont 
to come to me and enquire how Ali did and after a little, he began 
to ask me about the damsel: but 1 fenced him off, saying, ‘She 
invited him to her and there was between Kim and her as much 
as can possibly take place, and this is the end of their a^air; 
but 1 have devised me a plan and an idea which I would submit 
tt) thee.*’* Asked his friend, "And what is that?” Answered 
Abu al'Hasan, "I am a person well known to have much dealing 
among men and women, and I fear, O my brother, lest the aJfair of 
these twain come to light and this lead to my death and the 
seizure of my goods and the rending of my repute and that of 
my family. Wherefore I have resolved to get together my monies 
and make ready forthright and repair to the city of Bassorah 
and there abide, rill I see what oometh of their case, that none 
may know of me; for love hath lorded over both and correspori' 
dcnce passeth between them. At this present their go-between 
and confidante is a slave-girl who hath riU now kept their counsel* 
but I fear lest haply anxiety get the better of her and she dis¬ 
cover their secret to some one and the matter, bdng bruited 
abroad, might bring me to great grief and prove the cause of my 
ruin; for I have no excuse to offtr my accusers." Rejoined his 
friend, 'Thou hast acquainted me wdth a parlous affair, from the 
like of which the wise and understanding will shrink with fear. 
AUah avert from thee the evil thou dreadest with such dread and 
save thee from the consequences thou apprehendest! Assuredly 
thy recking is aright." & Ahu al-Hasan returned to his place 
and began ordering his affairs and preparing for his travel; nor 
had three days passed ere he made an end of his business and 
fared forth Bassorah-wards. His friend came to visit him three 
days after but feding him not, asked of him from the neighbours 
who answered, "He set out for Bassorah three days ago, for he had 
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dealings with its merchants and he is gone thither to collect 
mojuies from hk debtors; but he w 0 i soon return-^ The young 
maB Wiis confounded at the news and knew not whither to wend; 
and he said m his mind, “^ft/ould 1 bad not parted from Abu 
al^Hasan! Then he bethought him of some plan whereby 

he should gain access to Ali bin Bakkar; so he went to his 
lodging, and said to one of his servants^ ‘*Ask leave for me 
of thy lord 1 niay go in and salute him/’ The servant 
entered and told his master and presently returning^ invited the 
man to wdik in. So he entered and found AL bin Bakiar 
thrown back on the pjliow and saluted him« Ali retutned his 
greeting and bade him welcome; whereupon the young man 
began to eicoise himself for having held aloof from him 2 l that 
uhile and added, O my lord, bet^^een Abu al^Hasan and mysdf 
there was dose friendship, so that 1 used to trust him with my 
secrets and could not sever mj^lf from him an hour* Now it 
so chanced that I was absent three days* space on certain busi^ 
ne^ with a company of my Inends; and, wnen I came back and 
went to him, I found his shop locked up; so I asked the neigh- 
wurs about him and they replied, *He is gone to Bassorah/ 
Now T know he had no surer friend than thou; so, by Allah, 
me what thou knowTsc of him/’ When Ali bin Bakl^ heard 
this, his colour changed and he was troubled and answered, 'T 
never heard till this day of his dqsarture and, if the case be as 
thou sayest, weariness is come upon me/' And he be^ 
pea ting, 

’Tor joy& that iure lio more 1 wont to * WhOe friends and lowers 

by me unscattcred; 

Thij. day diiunii^ me and th™ * Fonnrie. I wero tost loves and 
frkndibip smimrcd'^ 

Then he hung his head ground-wards in thought awhile and pre- 
^tly raising it and ioo^g to one of his sen’ants, said, "Go to 
al-'Hasan s house and enquire anent him whether he be at 
home or journeying abroad* If they say, ‘He is abroad'; ask 
whither he be gone/" The servant went out and returning after a 
while said to his master, “When I asked for Abu al'Hasan, his 
people toW me that he was gone on a journey to Basaorah; but I 
saw a damsel standing at the door who, kramfog me by sight, 
focjuj^i r kii^’ her not, said to me, ‘Art thou not ser^’ant to Alj 
bin Bakkar? Even 50, answered I; and she rejoined^ ‘‘I bear a 
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mes^ge for him from one who is the deamt of all folk to him.' 
So she came with me and she is now standing at the door." Quoth 
Ali bin B^kar, "Bring her in/' The servant went out to her and 
brought her in, and the man who was with Ali looked at her and 
found her pretty. Then she advanced to the son of Bakkar and 

saluted him.-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her penmtted say, 


iBljtn (t tnasi t|te <^e ^uiihttb anh Ibtxtitth ^istfh 

She said. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that w'hen the 
slave'girL came in to AU bin Bakkar, she advanced to him and 
saluted him and spake with him secretly; and from time to time 
during the dialogue he exclaimed w^itb an oath and swore that he 
had not talked and tattled of it. Then she took leave of him and 
went away. New Abu al'Hasan’s fdend was a jeweller,’ and 
when she was gone, be found a place for speech and said to Ali 
bin Bakkar, "Doubtless and assuredly the C^ph's household have 
some demand upon thee or chou hast dealings therewith?" "Who 
told thee of this?” asked Ali; and the jeweller answered, "I know 
it by yonder damsd. who is Shams al'Nahar's slave^girL; for she 
came to me a while since with a note wherdiv was written that 
she wanted a necklace of jewels; and i sent her a costly collar." 
But when Ali bin Bakkar heard this, he was greatly troubled, so 
that the jeweller feared to see him give up the ghost, yet after a 
while he recovered himself and said, "O my brother, 1 conjure thee 
by Allah to tell me truly how thou knowest her," Replied he, 
“Do not press this question upon me;“ and Ali rejoined, "Indeed, 
I will not turn From thee till thou tell me the whole truth." Quoth 
the jeweller, "I will tdl th^ ali. on condition that thou dismist 
me not, and that my words cause thee no rcstmint; nor will 1 
conceal aught from thee by way of secret but wifi discover to thee 
the truth of the aS^air, provide that thou acquaint me with the 
true state of thy case and the cause of thy sickness." Then he 
told him all that had passed from Erst to last between Abu 
al'Hasan and himself, adding, "I acted thus only out of friend- 
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ship for thee and of my desire to serve th^;” and assured him chat 
he would keep his secret and venture life and gpod in his service. 
& Ali in turn told hrm bis story and added, “By Allah, O my 
brother, naught moved me to keep my case secret from thee and 
from odiers but my fear lest folk ^ould lift the veils of protection 
from certain persons/’ Rejoined the jeweller, “And 1 desired not 
to forecaAcr with thee but of the great affection 1 b»r thee and 
my zeal for thee in every case, and my compassion for the anguish 
thy heart endurcth from severance. Haply 1 may be a comforter 
to thee in the room of my friemd, Abu ai-Hasan, during the length 
of his absence: so be thou of go^ cheer and keep thine eyes cool 
and clear/’ Thereupon Ali thanked him and repeat^ these 
couplets, 

“An say 1, ‘Patient ! ran bear bis faring,* * My tears and iightngs give my 
«a.y tb« lie; 

How on 1 tbffaf Ecais chat course adown * This plain, my cKeek, for 
friend too fun to 

Then he was silent awhile, and presendy said to ihe jeweller 
“Knowest thou what secret the girl whiMJcred to me?” Answered 
he, “Not I, by Allah, O my lordl” Quoth Ali, “She fancied 
that I directed Abu al-Hasan to go to Bassorab and that 1 had 
devised rhijt device to put a scop to our oorrespondence and core 
sorting. I swore to her that this was on nowise so; but she would 
not cr^t me and went away to her mistress, persisting in her 
injurious suspicions; for she inclined to Abu al'Hasan and rave 
ear to his word.” Answered the young jeweller, “O ray hrodier, 
I understood as much from the girl’s manner; but I wfll win for 
thee thy wish, In^allah!” Rejoined Ali bin Bakkar, *’Who c^ 
be with me in this and how wilt thou do with her, when she shies 
and flies like a w^ildHng of the wold?” Cried the jeweller “By 
Allah, ne^ must I do my utmost co hdp thee and contrive to 
scrape acquaintance with her without exposure or mischief!” 
Then he a^ed leave to depart and Alj bin Bakkar said, “O my 
brother, mind thou keep my oounsd/’ and he looked at him and 

wept. The jeweller bade him goochbye and fared forth.--And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per' 
mitted say. 
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She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the jewdlcr 
bade him good-bye and fared forth not knowing what he should 
do to win for him his wishes; and he ceased not walking, while 
over-musing the matter, till be spied a letter lying in the road. He 
took it up and looked at its direction and superscription, then read 
it and behold, it tan:—"From the least worthy of lovers to the 
most worthy of beloveds." So he opened it and found these words 
written therein, 

“A messenger from ihee came bringing union-hope, * Bui that he cried 
sooiehm' ^ith me the thou^ pievaiicdi 
So I iejdcisd not; rather grew my grief still more; * Weeting my messenger 
of wits and wit had failed 

"But afterwards: Know, O my lordl that 1 ken not the reason 
why our correspondence between thee and me hath been broken 
off: hut, if the cruelty arise from thy part, I will r^uitc it with 
fidelity, and if thy love have depart^, 1 will remain constant to 
my love of the parted, for I am with thee even as says the poet, 

‘Be proud; m crouch! Bully; Til bear! Dtspise; Ill pray! • Go; 1 will 
come! Speak; 1 will hear! Bid; I'll obey!'" 

As he was reading lo! up came the slave-girl, looking right and 
left, and seeing the paper in the jew'eller's hand, said to him, "O 
my master, this letter is one 1 let fall.” He made her no answer, 
but walked on, and she walked behind him, til) he came to his 
house, when he entered and she after him, saying, "O my master, 
give me back this letter, for it fell from me," Thereon he turned 
tn her and said, "O handmaid of good, fear not neither griev-e, for 
verily Allah the Pititiector loveth those who protect; but cell me in 
truthful way thy case, as I am one who kcepeth counsel. 1 conjure 
thee by an oath not to hide from me aught of thy lady's affairs; 
for haply Allah shah help me to further her wishes and make easy 
by my hand that which is hard," When the slave-girl heard these 
words she .said, "O my lord, indeed a secret is not tost whereof 
thou art the secretist; nor shall any affair come to naught for 
which thou strivest. Know that my heart inclineth to thee and 
would mtcrest thee svith my tiding but do thou give me the 
letter." Then she told him the whole story, adding, " Allah is 
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witness to whatso I sayf.** Quodb he, “Thou hast spoken truly, for 
1 am acquainted with the rcjot of the matter.” TTicn he told her 
his tale of Ali bin Bakkar and how he had teamed his state of 
mind; and related to her all that had passed from first to last, 
whereat she rejoiced; and they two agreed that she should take 
the letter and carry it to Ali and return and acquaint the jeweller 
with all (hat happened. So he gave her the letter and she took it 
and scaled it up as it was before, saying, ”My mistrass Shams 
al'Nahor gave it to me sealed; and when he hath read it and given 
me its reply, 1 will bring it to thee.” Then she took leave and 
repaired to Ali bin Bakkar, whom she found waiting, and gave him 
the letter. He read it and writing a paper by way of reply , ga%'C 
it to her; and she carried it to the jeweller, who tore asund^ the 
seal* and read it and found written therein these two couplets, 

'Tlie messenger, who kept cur ootomefce hiti, * Halh failed, and dwweth 
wrath wftl^t duguiscr 

Choose one mom Icat fnm your many friends * Who, miih approvmg, 
approves of lies. 

“To proceed; Verily, I have not entered upon perfidy * nor have 
f ahandoned fidelity * I liavc not used crudty • neither have 1 
put off lealty * no covenant hath been broken by me * nor hath 
tove'tie been severed by me * I have net parted fiom penitence 
* nor have I found aught but misery and ruin after sevenmcc * I 
know nothing of chat thou avouchest * nor do I love aught but 
that which thou Invest * By Him who knoweth the secret of 
hidden things none discover * 1 have no di^rc save union with 
my lover * and my one business is my passion to conceal * albeit 
with sore sickness I ail * This is the eiposition of my case and 
now aU hail!” When the jeweller read this letter and learnt its 
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contents he wept with sore weeping, and the^wgiri ^ 
“Leave not this place till 1 return to thee; for he suspectem 
of suii and such things, in which he is excusable; so it 
desire co bring about a meeting between thee and my mastiess. 
Shams al'Nahar, howsoever I may trick you to it. For^the pr^ 

1 left her prostrate, awaiting my return with the reply. 
she went away and the jeweller passed the mght with a troubled 
mind. And when day dawned he prayed dasvn'prayer and 
sat cxpectmg the girl's comingi and behold, mc came in to 
him rejoicing with much joy and he asked her. What news, O 
damsel?" She amw-ered. "After leaving thee 1 wait to my ^ 
tress and gave her ^ letter written by Ah bin Bakkar; and, wj^ 
she read it and understood it, she was troubled and confounded: 
but 1 said to her, ‘O my lady, have no fear of ^ affair tog 
frustrated by Abu al'Hasan's disappearance, for I liave found one 
to take his place, better than he and more of worth and a good 
man CO keep secrets.' Then I told her what was betwep thyseff 
and Abu al'Hasan and how thou earnest by his c(aifiden« ^d 
that of Ah bin Bakkar and how that note was dropped and thou 
earnest by it: and 1 also showed her how w-e apang^ matters 
betwixt me and thee." The jeweller marvelkd with much wonder, 
when she resumed. "And now my mistress would what^ 
thou sa^-Est, that she may be assured by thy speech ol tne 
covenants between thee and him; so get thee ready to go with me 
to her forthwith." When thejewdler heard the slavc'giri s wwds, 
he saw that the proposed affair was grave and a great peril to 
brave not hghdy to be undertaken or suddenly entered upon, and 
be sai^ to her, "O my sister, verily, I am of the ordinary and not 
like unto Abu al-Hasan; for he being of high and of w^- 
known repute, was wont to frequent the Caliphs household, 
because of their need of his merchandise. As for me, he us^ to 
talk with me and 1 trembled before him the while. So, if thy 
mistress would speak with me, our meeting must be in some place 
other than the Caliph's pabce and far from the abode of the Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful: for my common sense will not jet me 
consent to what thou proposest." On this wise he refused, to m 
with her and she went on to say that die would be surety for his 
safrt>-, adding, "Take heart and fear no harm?" and pressed him 
to courage t3l he consented to accompany her; withal, his le© 
bent and shivered and his hands quivered and he exclaimed, 
"Allah forbid that T should go with theet Indeed, I have not 
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strength to do this chingi'' Replied she, "Hearten thy heart, if 
it be hard for thee to go to the Caliph's palace and thou catist not 
muster up courage to accompany me, I will make her come to 
thee; SO bud^e not from diy place ttU I return to thee with her/' 
Tlien the slavc-girl went away and was absent for a while, but a 
diort while, after which she returned to the jewdler and said to 
him, *^ake thou care that there be with thee none save thyself, 
neither man'slave nor girhslave." Quoth he, "I have but a negress 
who is in years and who woitetfa on me.*’’ ^ she arose and l^ed 
the door between his negress and the jeweller and sent his man- 
servants out cf the place; after which she fared forth and presently 
returned, followed by a lady wbo, entering the house, fiU^ it with 
the sweet scent of Iict perfumes. When the jeweller saw her, he 
sprang up and set her a couch and a cushion; and she sat down 
while he seated himself before her. She abode awhile without speak' 
ing till she had rested herself, when she unveiled her face and it 
seemed to the jewellers fancy as if the sun had risen in his home. 
Then she asked ber slavc'giii, “Is this the man of whom thou 
spakest to me?" "Yes," answered she; whereupon the lady 
turned to the jeweller and said to him, “How is it with thee?" 
Replied he, "Right well! I pray Allah for thy preservation and 
that of the Commander of the FaithfuL" Quoth she, "Thou hast 
moved us to come to thee and possess thee with 'what we hold 
cret." Then she quesrioned him of his household and family; and 
he to her all his circumstance and his condition and said 

to her, ‘T has'e a house other than this; and I have set it apart 
for gathering together tny friends and brethren; and there is none 
there sax'C the wd negress, of whom 1 spt&;c to thy handmmd.” 
She asked him on what wise he came host to know how the affair 
began and the matter of Abu al'Hasan and the cause of his way- 
raring: acconhngly he told her all he knew and how he had 
advised the journey. Thereuron she bewailed the loss of Abu ai- 
Hasan and said to the jeweller, "Know, O such an tme,^ that 
men's souk are active in their lusts and that men are sdll men; 
and that deeds are not done without words nor is end ever reached 
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without endeavour. Rest is won onJy by work,-And Shah' 

raxad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her penmteed 
say, 

iSIljcn it loa^ the iMunhreb anb £>txtp-setanb 

She said. It liath reached me, O auspicious King, that Shams at- 
Nahar thus addressed the jcweHer, "Rest is gained only by work 
and success is gendered only by help of the generous, l^ovv I have 
acquainted thee with our affair and it is in thy hand to expoK us 
or to shield us; I say no more, because thy generosity retjuircth 
naught. Thou knowest that this my handniaiden keepeth my 
counsk and therefore occupieth high pbee in my favour; and I 
have selected her to transact my affairs of im^irtance. So let 
none be worthier in thy sight than she and accjuaint her with thine 
affair; and be of good cheer, for on her account thou an safe from 
all fear, and there is no place shut upon thee but she shall open it 
to thee. She shall bring thee my tnessages to All bin Bakkar and 
thou shalt be our intermediary.'' So saying, she rose, scarcely 
able to rise, and fared forth, the jeweller faring before her to the 
door of her bouse, after w'hich he returned and sat down again 
in his place, having seen of her beaut>-and heard of her speech what 
dasded him and daied his wit, and having witnessed of her grace 
and courtesy what bewitched his sprite. He sat musing on her 
perfections till his mind waxed tranquil, w'hen he called for food 
and ate enough to keep soul and body together. Then he changed 
his clothes and went out; and, repairing to the house of the youth 
All bin Bakkar, knocked at the door. The servants hastened to 
admit him and walked before him till they liad brought him to 
their master, whom he found strown upon bis bed. Now when he 
saw the jevi'ctler, he said to him, "Thou hast tarried long from me, 
and that liath heaped care upon my care." Then he dismissed his 
servants and bade the doors be shut; after which he said to the 
jeweller, "By Allah, O my brother, I have not closed my eyes 
since the day I saw thee last: for the slave-girl came to me y^tm^ 
day with a scaled letter from her mistress Shams al-Nahar;" and 
went on to tell him all that had passed with her, adding, "By the 
Lord, I am indeed perplexed concerning mine affair and my 
patience faileth me: for Abu al'Hasan a comforter who 
cheered me because he knew the slave-girl ” When the jeweller 
heard his words, he laughed: and Ali said, “Why dost thou lau^ 
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at my words, tjbou on whose coming 1 congratulated myself and to 
whom 1 looked for provision against the shifts of fortune?” Then 
he sighed and wept and repeated these couplets,^ 

“Full many laugh at tesus thL‘y see mi* ihed * Wlio had shed tears an bone 
they what 1 borei 

None f^cth pity for ch* atQictcd's woe, * Save one as anaious and: m woe 
jjaJoic; 

My puBan, yamirtg, sigliitiji, ihoughti tcpitic * Aro forme cornered, tn ony 
heart's deep care: 

He nude a home there whtdi he never quits, * Yet rare our meecinge, not 
as heretofore: 

No friend CO in his place I see; * No inrimate but csily he and 

-^be," 

Now when the jeweller heard these lines and understood cheir 
signihcance, he wept also and told ium all that had passed bctvmt 
huDsdi' and the slave'girl and her mistress since he left him. And 
All bin Eakkar gave car to bis speech, and at every word he heard 
his colour shifted from w'hite to red and his body grrw now 
stronger and then weaker till the tide came to an end, when he 
wept and said, "O my brother, I am a lost man in any case: would 
mine end were nigh, that 1 might be at rest from all this! But 1 heg 
thee, of thy favour, to be my helper and comforter in all my affairs 
till Allah fulfil w'hatso be His will; and I will not gainsay thee 
with a single word." Quoth the jeweller, ‘'Nothing will quench 
thy fire save union with her w'hoin thou bvest; and the meeting 
must be in other than this perilous place. Better it were in a 
house of mine where the girl and her mistress tnrt me; which 
place she chose far herself, to the intent that ye twain may there 
meet and complain each to other of what you have suffered from 
the pangs of love,” Quoth Ai bin Bakkar, ”0 good Sir, do as 
thou wilt and with Allah be thy reward!; and what thou deemest 
is right do it forthright: hut be not long in doing it, lest T perish 
of rfiis anguish.” “So I abode with him (said the jeweller) that 

night conversing w'ith him till the morning morrowed,"--And 

Shahrarad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 
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it tons ttit ©nt J^ttnliceb antt fitUctp-fijitli 

She said. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that the jl^wellcr 
continued:—“So i abode with him dut night conversing with him 
till the morning tnortowed, when 1 prayed the da^'pr*>’e^^d 
going out from turn, returned to my hoi^. Hardly ^d ^ ^ 

down who^ the damsel came up and saluted me; and 1 return™ 
her salutation and told her what had passed ^ 

All bin Baktar. and ahe said, ^Know that the Gilipli hath kit us 
and there is no one in our place and it is sater for us an 
aeplied 1. ‘Sooth thou sayesst; yet is it not like my other bouM 
wtuch is both fitter and surer for us;' and the skve^girl rcjome^ 
•Be it as thou seest fit. 1 am now going to my hdy and vM tell 
her what thou sayest and acquaint her with all thou mai' 
tioned; So she went away and ^ught her tnmrcss and laid tbe 
protect before her, and presently returned arid said to me. It is 
to be as thou sayest; so make us ready the place imd expert us. 
Then she took out of her breast-pocket a purse of dinars and^ve 
this message. ‘My lady saluteth thee and saith to diec. Take 
this and provide therewith what the case requiredi. But I swore 
that I would accept naught of it; so she took the pui^ and 
returning to her mistress, told her, ‘He would not 
money, but gave it back to me.' ‘No matter,; answered Sha^ 
al'Nahar. As soon as the slave-girl was gone (continued the 
icwcUer), “1 arose and betook myself to my other house and cr^ 
ported thither all that was needful, by way of vessels and rumiture 
and rich carpets; and 1 did not forget china vases and of 
glass and gold and silver; and T made ready meat and dnnk 
required for the occasion. When the damsel c^c ^d saw what 
I had done, it pleased her and she bade me fetch Alt bin Bakk^; 
but 1 add. 'None shall bring him save thou,' Accordingly she 
went to him and brought him back perfectly dressed ^d looking 
his beat, I met him and greeted him and then seated him 
divan befitting his condition, and set before him ^cet-^ented 
flowers in vases of china and van-coloured glass. Then I set on 
a tray of many-tinted meats such as broaden the breast with thmr 
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sighc. and sat talking with him and diverting him, w’hiist the siav©* 
girl went away and was absent till after suudown'prayers, when 
she returned with Shams al-Nahar, attetifled by two majds and 
none else. Now as soon as she saw Ali bin B^kar and he saw 
her, he rose and embraced her, and she on her side embraced him 
and both fell in a fit to the ground. They lay for a whole hour 
insensible; then, coming to themselves, they liegan mutually to 
complain of the pains oi separation. Thereupon they drew near 
to ea^ other and sat talking charmingly, soltly, tenderly; afto 
which they somew'hat perfumed themselves and fell to thanking 
me for what I had-done for them. Quoth I, Have ye a mind for 
food?* *Ycs,' quoth they. So 1 set before them a small matter of 
food and they ate till they were satisfied and then washed their 
hands; after which I led them to another sitting'room ^dbrouglu 
wine. So th 0 y dnmt and dtank d€0p and indiiiaEd to each 
other; and presently Shams al-Nahar said to me, O my master, 
complete thy kindness by bringing us a luce or other instt^ent of 
mirth and music that the measure of our foy may be fmy fined. 

I replied, 'On my head and eycsl' and rising brought her a lut^ 
which she took and tuned; thai laying it in her lap she touched 
it with a masterly touch, at once eitciting to sadness and changing 
sorrow to gladness; after which she sang these two couplets, 

'My decpfeffiiMss would show I love 10 bide on wake; * And would my lean¬ 
ness prove that ekknew is my 1 i_ 

And iXiinsc adawn the chtefci they nnly KiaEd; Wcnala 1 mew 

uniati shall ditunioti oveiiakcr 

Then g-hf went on to sing the choicest and most afFccting 
to many and ^-iirious modes^ till our sen^ were bewitched 
the very room danced with excess of delight and surprise at her 

sweet singing; and neither thought nor reason was left in us. 
When we lad sat awhile and the cup had gone round amongst 
us, the dai^ took the lute and sang to a lively measure these 
couplets, 

‘My Jove a m^ng promised me and kept it faithfully, * One ni^t as many 
I shall count in nnmhir and degree: , 

O Night of ioyance Fale vouduafctl to faithful lovcis tway, • Uncaring toe 

the tailcr loon and all his company? ,, , . .. - t,,!.., t -.i. 

My lover lay the Ni^t with me and dipt me with h« nght, • while 1 with 
left anhneed hiia, a-faint for ecstasy; ,. . » n 

And hugged him to my hrevt and sucked the sweet wine of his lip*. • Full 
sas'oiiivig the honey-draught the honcy-inaii sold to me. 
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Whilst we were thus drowned in the sea of gladness (continued 
the jewelier) “behotdi there came in to us a little maid trembling 
and said, 'O my bdy, look how you may go away for the tolk have 
found you out and have suiTounded the house; and we know not 
the cause of thisJ* When I hciird her words, 1 arose startled and 
lol in rushed a slave-girl who cned» 'Calamity hath come upon 
you.' At the some moment th^: door w'sjs burst open and there 
rushed in upon us ten men masked in kerchiefs with hangers^ in 
their bands and swords by their sides, and as many more behind 
them. WTien 1 saw’ this, the world was straitened on me for all its 
wideness, and I looked to the door but saw no issue; so I sprang 
from the terrace into the house of one of ray neighbours and there 
hid myself. Thence I found that folk had entered my lodgiMS 
and wi^r6 nri;iki .ng 3 , migbity tubbub^ ^jiicl J condudiidl tli 3 t the 
Caliph had got wind of us and had sent his Chief of the Watch to 
seiae us and bring us before him. So 1 abode confounded and 
ceased not remaining in my place, without any possibility of 
quitting it till midru^t. And presently the housc'master arose, 
for he had heard me moving, and he feared with exceeding gre^ 
fear of me; so he came forth from his room with drawn brand in 
hand and made at me, saying, 'Who is this m my house?’ Quoth 
I, 'I am thy neighbour the ieweller;’ and he knew me and rt' 
dred. Then he feched a light and coming up to me, said, 'O my 
brother, indeed that which hath befallen thee this night is no light 
matter to me.* I replied, 'O my brother, tell me who was in 
my house and entered it breaking in my door; for I fled to thee 
not knowing what was co do.* He answered, Of a truth the 
robbers who attacked our neighbours yesterday and slew su^ an 
one and took his goods, saw thee on the same day bringing fumi' 
ture into this house: so they breke in upon thee and stole thy 
goods and slew thy guests.' Then we arose" {pursued the jewd' 
ler), “I and he, and repaired to my house, which w'C found empty 
without a stidic. remaining in it; so I was confounded at the case and 
said to myself, 'As for the gear 1 care naught about its loss, albeit I 
borrowed part of the stuff from ray frfends and it hath come to 
grief; yet is there no harm in that, for they know my excuse in 
t^ plunder of my property and the pillage of my place. But as 
for Ah bin Batkar and the Caliph's favourite concubine, I fear lest 
their case get bruited abroad anti thi<> cause the loss of my life.' So 
I turned to my neighbour and said to him. Thou art my brother 
and my neighbour and wilt cover my nakedness; what then dost 



Ali aiN Bakkar. and Shams rti.*NAttAii. 197 

tbou advise me to do?’ The man answered, ‘What 1 counsel thee 
to do is to keep quiet and wait; for they who entered thy house 
and Cook thy goods have murdered the best men of a party hom 
the p^larg of the Caliphate and have killed not a few' of the 
watchmen; the government officers and gua^s are now in quest 
of them on every road and haply they will hit upon them, wnere* 
jjy thy wish will about without effort of thine* The jewel' 
Icr hearing these words returned to his other house, that wherein 

he dwelt,-^And Shahntsad perceived the dawn of day and 

rgayfl to say her permitted say. 

aaijen it toait Hit tDiir Jbunhrtli anh fitixtp-lourifi ilisttt. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the icweller heard these words he returned to his other hou« 
wherein be dwelt, and sard to himself, Indeed this th^ ha^ 
befallen me is whac Abu ai'Hasan feared and from whkh ^ 
fled Co Bassarah. And now 1 have fallen into it. Presenuy 
the pilhge of his pleasure^hoiise was noised abroad among the 
folk^ ^nd they cainc to him from all ades and places, some 
exulting in his misfortune and others excusing him and con¬ 
doling with his sono^^; whilst he bewailed himsdf to them 
and for grief neither ate meat nor drant drink. And as ht 
satj repenting hitp of what he had done, behold one of hfe 
servants came in to him and said, 'There is person^ at ibe 
door who asketh for thee; and I know him not." The jcwellCT 
u^t forth to him and ^uted him v^^ho was a stranger; and 
the man whispered to him, ‘"'I have somewhat to ay between 
our two selves,'"' Thereupon he brought him in and asked him^ 
"What hast thou to teU me?” Quoth the man, "Gome wth me 
to thine other house f* and the jeweller enquired, then 

know ray other house?” Replied the ot^r, ^"I know ah about ihm 
and 1 know that also whereby Allah will dispel thy dolours. ™ 
I said to myself' (continued the jeweller) go with him 

whither he will;' and went out and walked on tiU we came to my 
second house; and 'vhen the man saw it he said to rne„ It is witMait 
door or doorkeeper, and we cannot possibly sit m it: so come thou 
with me to another place/ Then the man continued pacing frotn 
stead to stead (and I with him) till night overtook us. 1 put 
no question to him of the matter in hand and we ceased not to 
walk on, till we reached the open country. He kept saying, Follow 
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me»' and qiuckened his pace to a trot, whilst I troLted after him 
heartening my heart to go on, until we reached the river, where he 
took boat with me, and the boatman rowed us over to the other 
bank. Then he landtxi from the boat and I landed after him; 
and he took my hand and led me to a street which 1 had nc\'er 
entered in all my days, nor do I know in what tjuairer it was. 
Presently the man stopped at the door of a house, and opening it 
entered and made toe enter with him: after which he locked the 
door with an iron padlock,* and led me along the vestibule, till he 
brought me in the presence of ten men who were as though thev 
were one and the same man; they being brothers. We saluted 
them" (continued the jeweller) "and they returned our greeting 
and bac^ us be seated; so we down. Now 1 was like to die for 
excess of weariness: but they brought me rose-water and sprinkled 
it on my face; after which they gave me a sherbet to drink and set 
before me food whereof some of them ate with me. Quoth I to 
mysdf, ‘Were there aught harmful in the food, they would not eat 
with me.' So 1 ate, and when we had washed our hands, each of 
us returned to his place. Then they asked me, ‘Dt)st thou know 
us?* and I answered, ‘Nol nor in my life have 1 ever seen you, 
nay, I know not even him who brought me hither,* Said they, 
'Tell us thy tidings and lie not at aU.' Replied 1, 'Know then 
that my case is wondrous and my affair marvellous; but wot ye 
anything about me?' They rejoined, ‘Yes! it was we took thy 
goods yesternight and carried off thy friend and her who was 
singing to him.* Quoth I, 'Allah let down His veil over you! 
Where be ray friend and she who was singing to him?* *rhey 
pointed with their hands to one side and replied, 'Yonder, but, by 
Allah , O our brother, the secret of their case is known to none save 
to thee, for from the time ws brought the twain hither up to this 
day, we have not looked upon them nor questioned them tjf their 
condition, seeing than to be perrons of rank and dignity. Now 
this and this only it was that hindered our killing them: so tell 
us the troth of their case and thou shalt be assured of thy safety 
and of theirs.* When I heard this'* (continued the jeweller) "I 
almost died of fright and horror, and T said to them, ‘Know ye, O 
my brethren, that if generosity were lost, j‘t would not be found 
save with you; and had 1 a secret which 1 feared to reveal, none 
but your breasts would conceal it.' And T went on exaggerating 
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their praises in this fashion, till I saw diat frankness and readiness 
to spe^ out would proJit me ratire than concealing facts; so I told 
them all that had brtided me to the very end of die tale. When 
they heard it, they said. ‘And is this young man Ali Bakkar'sem 
and this lady Shams ahNahar?* I replied, ’Yes.* Now this was 
grievous to them and they rose and made their excu^ ri> the 
two and then they said to me, ‘Of what we took from thy house 
part is spent, but here is what is left of it/ So speaking, they 
gave me back most of my goods and they engaged to return them 
to their places in my house, and to restore me the rest as soon as 
they could. My heart was set at case till they split into two par- 
ties, one with me and the other against me; and we fanaJ forA 
from chat house and such was my case. But as reprds Ah bin 
Bakkar and Shams al'Nahar: they were well^'nigh dying for^escess 
of fear, when I went up to them and saluting diem, asked, ‘What 
happened to the dams^ and the two maids, and where be they 
gone?*, and they answered only, *We know nothing of them. 
Then we walked on and stinted not till we came to the rivef'bank 
where the barque lay; and we all boarded it, for it was the same 
which liad brought me over on the day before. The boatman 
rowed us to the other side; but hardly had we landed and taken 
on the bant to rest, when a troop of horse swooped down on 
us like eagles and surrounded us on all sides and places, where* 
upon the robbers with us sprang up in haste like vultures, and the 
boat put bajck for them and toch them in and the boatman pushed 
off into mid-stream, leaving us on the river bank, un^le to move 
or to stand still. Then the chief horseman said to us.‘Whence be 
ye!'; and we were perplexed for an answer, but 1 said (contirmod 
the jewelier), “ Thiisc ye saw with us are r^cs; we know them 
not. As for us, we ate singers, and they intended taking us to 
sing for them, nor could we get free of them, save by subtlety ^d 
soft words; so on this occasion they let us go, their works beit^ 
such as you have seen,* But they looked at Shams al'Nahar and 
All bin Bakkar and sud to me. Thou hast not spoken stxith 
if thy t:i!e be true, tell us who ye are and wheime ye arc; and what 
he your place and in what quartet you dw'ell. I knew not what 
to answer them, but Shams al'Nahar sprang up and approaching 
the Captain of the horsemen spoke with him privily, where* 
upon he dismounted from his steeo and, setting her on horsc'back, 
took the bridle and began to lead his beast. And two of his men 
did the like with the youth, Ali bin Bakkar. and it was the ame 
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with mysdf, *Hc Coluniflndsxit of the troop cessed not oii 
with us, till they reached a certain part of the river bank, when he 
sang out in some barbarous jargon* and there came to us a 
number of men with two boats. Then the Captain embarked us 
ID one of them (and he widt us) whilst the rest of his men put oil 
m the other, and rowed on with us till we arrived at the palace of 
the C^phate w^hcre Shams ai^Nahar Landed. And all the while 
w*e endured the agonies of death for excess of fear, and they ceased 
not faring dlJ they came to a place whence there was a way to our 
Ouarccr. Here we landed and walked on, escorted by some of the 
horsemen, till we came to AIi bin BakkarV house; and when we 
cati^cJ It, our escort took Isax'e of tis 3 iik 1 wot! way. IVc 
atede there, unable to stir from the place and nor knowing die 
diircrencc between morning; and evening; and in such we 
cc^tinued till the dawn of the next day. And when it was again 
ni^tfall. f to mysdf and saw AU bin Bakkar and the women 
and men of his household weeping over him, for he was stretched 
out without sense or motion. Some of them came to me and 
thoroughly arousmg me said, Tdl us what hath befallen our son 
say how amc he in this plight?' RqiLed 1, 'O folk, 

hearken to me!'"-^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her pennitted say. 


ratieii ft teas tljt ©tie j^unbretr and afxfp-fifth iJigfjl, 

She said, ft hath r^ed me, O auspicious King, that the jew-eller 
answCTcd them, O folk, hearken to my words and give me no 
trouble and annoyance! but be patient and he will come to and 
tell you his tale lor himself.’ And I was hard upon them and 
made them afraid of a ^dal betwreen me and them, but as we 
were thus, behold, AIi bin Bakkar moved on his carpet'bcd' where' 
at bis friends rejoiced and the stranger folk withdrew from him- 
but his people forbade me to go away, Then they sprinkled rose^ 
water on his face and be presently revived and sensed the air- 
whereupon th^ questioned him of his case, and he essayed to an- 
SWCT them but his tongue could not speak forthright and he signed 
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to chcini to let uie go home. So they let me go, and I went forth 
hardly oedituig my escape and returned to my own house, sup* 
ported by two men. When tny people saw me thus, they rose up 
and sec DO shrieking and slapping th^ fa<^; but I signed oj them 
with my hand to he silent and they were sdenc. Then the two men 
went their way and I threw my^di down on my bei where 1 lay 
the rest of the night and awoke not till the forenoon, when I found 
my people gathered round me and saying, '\Miat calamity befel 
thee, and what evil with its mischief did fell thee?* Quoth 1 'Bring 
me somewhat to dnnk/ So they brought me drink, and I drank of 
it w'hat 1 would and said to them, ‘What happened, happened/ 
Thereupon they went away and I made my excuses to my friend^ 
and asked if any of the goods that had bem stolen from my other 
house had been teturn^. They answered, ‘Yes! ‘aimg of them 
have come backi by token that a man entered and threw them 
down within the doorway and we saw him not.' So I comforted 
myself and abode in my place two days, unable to rise and leave 
it; and presently I took courage and went to the bath, for I was 
worn out with fadgue and troubled in mind for Ali bin Bakkar 
and Shams al-Nahar, because I had no news of them all this time 
and could neither get to All's house nor, out of fear for my life, 
take my rest in mine own. And f repented to Almighty Allah of 
what I bad done and praised Him for my safety. PrKcntly my 
fancy suggested to me to go to such and such a place and see the 
folk and solace myselfrso I went on foot to the doth-market and 
sat awhile with a friend of mine there. When I rose to go, 1 saw 
a woman standing over against me; so I looked at her, and lol it 
was Shams al-Nahar's stave-girl. When I saw hcr^ the world grew 
dark in my eyes and ! hurried on. She foUuwed me, but I was 
seized with affright and fled from her, and whenever I looked at 
her, a tremblmg came upon me whilst she pursued me, saying, 
‘Stop, chat I may tdl thee somewhat!* But I heeded her not 
and never ceased walking dll 1 reached a mosque, and she entered 
after me. I prayed a twerbow prayer, after which 1 turned to her 
and, sighing, said, ‘What dost thou want?* She asked me how 
I did, and I told her all that had befallen my^f and Ali bin 
Bakkar and besought her for news of herself. She answered, 
‘Know that when I saw die robbers break open thy door and 
rush in, 1 was in sore terror, for I doubted not but that they 
were the CaL'ph*s officers and would seise me and my mistress and 
we should perish forthwith: so we fled over the roofs, I and the 
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maids; and, casting ourselves down from a high place, came upon 
some people with whom we took refuge; and they received us and 
brou^t us to die palace oi the Caliphate, where we arrived in the 
sorriest of plights. We concealed our case and abode on coals of 
fire tiU ni^ctall, when I opened the river-gate and, calling the 
boatman who had carried us the night before, said to him, ‘1 
know not what is become of my mistress; so take me in the boat, 
that we may seek her on die river; haply 1 shall chance on 
some new's of her. Accordingly he took me into the boat and went 
about with me and ceased not wending till midnight, when I 
spied a barque making towards the water gate, with one man 
rowing and another standing up and a woman lying prostrate 
between them twain. And they rowed on till they reached the 
shore w'hen the woman landed, and I looked at her, and behold, it 
was Shams d'Nahar, Thereupon I got out and pined her, dazed 
for joy to sec her after having lost all hopes of finding her ^ve,'" 

-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 


CBfjtti it Isms the €lie l^unhreh anh dbetp^^ixth 

She said, Ic hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the slave* 
girl went on telling the jeweller, " ‘I was dazed for joy to see her, 
after having lost all hopes of finding her alive. When I came up 
to her, she bade me give the man who had brought her thither 
a thousand gold pieces; and we carried her in, I and the two 
maids, and ^d her on her bed; where she passed that rught 
in a sorely troubled state; and, when morning dawTied, I forbade 
the women and eunuchs to go in to her, or even to draw near her 
for the whole of that day; but on the next she revived and some* 
what recovered and I found her as if she had come out of her 
gra\'e. J sprinkled rose'water upon her face and changed her 
clothes and washed her hands and feet; nor did I cease to coax 
her, till I brought her to eat a bttle and drink some wine, though 
she had no mind to any such matter, As soon as she had 
breathed the fresh air and strength began to return to her, 1 took 
to upbraiding her, saying, ‘O my lady, consider and have pity on 
thysaf: thou ssest wiiat hath betided us; surely, enough and more 
than enough of ev'il hath befallen thee; for indeed thou hast been 
nigh upon death. She said, 'By Allah, O good damsel, in sootli 
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death were cosier to me than what hath bedded me; for it seemed 
as though I should be slain and no power could save me. When 
the robbers took us from the jewdlerV house they asked roe, 
tnayest thou be? and hearing my answer. 1 am a singing 
girl, they believed me. Then they turned to Ali bin Bakkar and 
made enquiries about him, 'And who art thou and what is thy 
condition?; whereto he replied, *I am of the common kind. 
So they cook us and carried us along, without our resisting, to 
didr abode; and we huriied on with them for eiccess of fear; 
but when they had us set down with them in the house, they 
looked hard at me and seeing the clothes I wore and my neck' 
laces and jewellery, believed not my account of myse^ ^d sud 
to me, 'Of a truth these necklaces bebng to no singing-girl; 
so be soothfast and tell us the truth of thy case. 1 returned 
them no answer whatever, saying in my mind, 'Now will they 
slay me for the sake of my apparel and ornaments; and i sioke 
not a word. Then the villains turned to Ali bin Bakkar, asking, 
'And thou, who art thou and whence art thou? for thy semblance 
seemeth not as that of the common kind. But he was silent and 
we ceased not to keep our counsel and to weep, till Allah softened 
the rogues’ hearts to pitj' and they said to us, 'Who is the owner 
of the house wherein we were?’ We answered, 'Such an one, 
the jeweller; whereupon quoth one of them, ’I know him right 
wdi and I wot the o^er house where he tiveth and I will engage 
to bring him to you this very hour. Then they agreed to set 
me in a place by myself and Ali bin Bakkar in a place by 
himseh, and said to us. 'Be at rest yc twain and fear not lest 
your secret be divulged; yc are safe from us. Meanwhile their 
comrade went away and returned with the jeweller, who made 
kno\vn to them our case, and we joined company with him; after 
which a man of the band fetched a barque, wherein they embarked 
us ^l three and, rowing us over the river, landed us with scant 
ceremony on Ae opposite bank and went their ways. Therc' 
upon up came a horsC'patrol and asked us who we were; so 
I spoke with the Captain of the watch and siid to him, 'I am 
Shims al'Nahar, the Caliph’s favourite; 1 had drunken strong 
wine and w'ent out to visit certain of my acquaintance of the 
wives of the Wazirs, when yonder rogues cime upon me and 
laid hold of me and brou^t me to this place: but when th^ 
saw you, they fled as fast as they could, f met these men with 
them; so do thou escort me and them to & place of safety and 
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I will requite thee as I am well able to do, When the Captain 
of the watch lieard my speech, he knew me and ahghcing, 
mounted me on his horse; and in like manner did two of 1^ 
men with All bin Bakkar, So I spoke to her’ (continued the 
handmaid) ‘and blamed her doings, and bade her beware, and 
said to her, *0 my lady, have some care for thy life!' But she 
was angered at my words and cried out at me; accordingly I 
left her and came fonb in quest of thcc, but found thee not and 
dared not go to the house of AU bin Bakkar; so stood watching 
for thee, that I might ad: thee of him and wot how it goes 
with him. And I pray thee, of thy favour, to take of me some 
money, for thou hast doubtless borrowed from thy friends part 
of the gear and as it is lost, it behovetb thee to make it good 
with fou,' 1 replied, 'To hear is Co obey! go on;' and I w^ed 
with her till we drew near my house, when she said to me, 

'Wait here till I come back to thcc.’ ”-And Shahrarad per- 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 


Glbcn if toaac tbe @ne anh Siixtp-attitntb 

Sbe said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that after the 
slavc'girl had addressed the jeweller, ’"Wait here till J come 
hack to thcef' she went away and presendy returned with Ac 
money, which she put” (continued the jeweller) “into my hand, 
saying, 'O ray master, in what place shall we meet?’ Quoth I, 
*1 will start and go to my house at once and suffer hard things 
for thy sake and contrive how thou mayst win a or eyi to him, for 
such access is di£cult at this present.’ Said she, 'Let me know 
some spot, where I shall come to thee,' and 1 answered, ‘In my 
other house; I will go thither forthright and have the doors 
mended and the place made safe again, and henceforth we wdl 
meet there.* Then she took leave of me and went her way, whilst 
J earned the money home, and counting it, found it five toousand 
dinars. So I gave my people some of it and to all who had lent 
me aught 1 made gtx’jJ their loss, after which I arose and took my 
ser\*ants and repaired to my other house whence the things had 
been Stolen; and I brought builders and carpenters and masons 
who restored it to its former state. Moreover, I placed my 
negress'siave there and forgot the mishaps which had befaUen 
me. Then I fared forth and repaired to Alt bin Bakkar's house 
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uid, when 1 reached it, his slavt'servants accosted tne, saying, 
'Our lord cailcth for thee ni^t and day, and hath promised to 
free whichwer of us bringeta thee to him; so they have been 
wandering about in quest of thee everywhere but knew not in 
what part to find thee. Our master is by way of recovering 
strength, but at times he reviveth and at times he relapseth; and 
whenever he reviveth he nameth thee, and saith, *Nce^ must ye 
bring him to me, thoush but for the twinkling of an eye;'and then 
he s^eth hack into torpor.* Accordingly** (cantinued the 
jeweller) "I accoiinpanied the slave and went in to Ali bin fiakkar; 
and, finding him unable to speak, sac down at his head, whereupon 
he opened his eyes and seeing me, wept and said, AVelcome and 
well come?* I raised him and making him sit up, strained him 
to my bosom, and he said, ‘Know, O my brother, that, from the 
hour I took to my bed, I have not sat up till now: praise to Allah 
that I see thee againf And 1 ceased not to prop him and support 
him until 1 made him stand on his feet and walk a few steps, after 
which I changed his clothes and he drank some wine: but all this 
he did for my satisfaction. Then, seeing him somewhat restored, 
I told him what had befallen me with the slave’ll (none else 
hearing me), and said to him, *Take heart and be of good courage, 
1 know w'hat thou sufferest.* He smiled and I added, 'Verily 
nothing shall betide thee save w'bat shall rejoice thee and medicine 
thee.’ Thereupon he called for food, which being brought, he 
signed to his pages, and they withdrew. Then quoth he to me, 
*0 my brother, hast thou seen what hath befallen me?'; and he 
made excuses to me and asked how I had fared all that while. 
I told him everything that had befallen me, from beginning to 
end, whereat he wondered and calling his servants, said, 'Bring 
me such and such things,’ They brought in fine carpets and 
hangings and, besides that, vessels of gold and silver, more than 
I had lost, and he gave them all to me; so 1 sent them to my 
house and abode with him that night. When the day began to 
yellow, he said to me, ‘Know thou chat as to all things there is an 
endL so the end of love is either death or accamplishinent of desire. 
T am nearer unto death, would I had died ere this befel!; and had 
not Allah favoured us. we had been found out and put to shame. 
And now f know not what shall deliver me from this my strait, 
and were it not that I fear Allah. 1 would hasten my own death; 
for know, O my brother, that I am like bird in cage and that my 
life is of a surety perished, choked hy the distresses W’hich have 
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befailen me; yet Kith it a period stablished firm and an appointed 
term/ And he wept and groaned and bepn repeatinf, 

’Eivjugh of tciifs iiath sJufd due Itftiar'wight, • When geief outcaK alt 
j^kdcRCC from hia sprite: 

He hill the seems which united ufl» * But now His cf€ parts whit He did 
unite! 

When he liad finished his verses, the jeweller said to him, “O ray- 
lord, I now intend returning to my house.” He answered, "There 
no harm in that; go and come back to me with news as fast as 
possible, for thou seest my case,” "So I took leave of him” (con¬ 
tinued the jeweller) "and went home, and hardly had I sac down, 
when up came the damsel, choked with long weeping. I asked, 
‘What is the matter'?; and she anwered, 'O my lord, know 
then diat w-bat wc feared hath befallen us; for, when i left thee 
yesterday and returned to my lady. I found her in a fury with one 
of the two maids who were with us the other night, and she or¬ 
dered her to be beaten. The girl was frightened and ran away; but, 
as she was leaving die house, one of the door-porters and guards of 
the gate met her and took her up and would have sent her back 
to her mistress. However, she let fall some hints, which were a 
disclosure to him: so he cajoled her and led her on to talk, and 
she tattled about our case and let him know of all our doings. 
This afi'air cam e to the cars of the Caliph, ivho bade remove my 
mistress. Shams al-Nahar, and all her gear ta the palace of the 
Caliphate; and set over her a guard of twenty eunuchs. Since 
then to the present hour he hath not visited her nor hath given 
her to know the reason of his action, but 1 suspect this to be the 
cause: wherefore I am in fear for my life and am sore trovibled. O 
my lord, kne^’ing not what I shah do, nor with what contrivance 
1 shall order my affair and hers; for she hath none by her more 

trusted or more trustworthy than myself.'"--And Shahrazad 

perceived the daw-n of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

liHien it tmis the ^te anh Stutp-eighth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the ^ve- 
girl thus addressed the jeweller," ‘And in very sooih my lady hath 
none by her more misted or more trustworthy in matter of secrecy 
than myself. So go thuu, O my master, and speed thee without 
delay to Ali bin ^kkar; and acquaint him with this, that he may 
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be on bis guard and ward; and, if tbe affair be discovered, we will 
about for some means whereby to save our lives.’ On this” 
(continued the jeweller). "1 was seked with ^jrc trouble and the 
world grew dark in my sight for the sJavc'girl's words; and W’hen 
she was about to wend, I said to her, ’What reckest thou and what 
js to be done?’ Quoth she, 'My counsel is that thou hasten to 
All bin Bakkar. if thou be indeed his friend and desire to save 
him ; thine be it to carry him this news at once without aught of 
stay and deUy, or regard for far and near; and mine be it to sniff 
about for further news/ Then she took her leave of me and went 
away: so I rose and followed her track and, betaking myself to 
Ali bin B^ar, found him flattering himself with impossible 
pcctations. "When he saw me returning to him so soon, be said, 
1 see thou hast come back to me forthwith and only too soon. 

I answered, ’Patience, and cur short this fooUsb connection and 
shake off the precjccupation wherem thou art, for there hath be^ 
fallen that which may bring al^ut the loss of thy life and good. 
Now when he heard this, he w-as troubled and strongly moved; and 
he said to me, 'O my brother, tell me what bath happened. 
Replied I, ‘O my lord, know that such and such things have 
happened and thou art lost without recourse, if thou abide in this 
thy house till the end of the day.' Ac this, he was confounded 
and his soul welhnigh departed his body, but he recovered himself 
and s^d to sh&U I dop O my brotherp and wlut coyriseS 

hast thou to oifer/ Answcfcd 1, ^My advice is that thou 
what thou canst of thy property and whom of thy slaves 
trustesti and flee with us to a land other than this, ere^tbis very day 
come to an end/ And he said, hear and 1 obey. So he rose, 
confused and dazed like one in epilepsy, now walking and now 
falKngj and took what came under his hand. 1*ben he tnade an 
excuse to his household and gave them his last inJunctionsT after 
which he loaded three camels and mounted hts beast; and I did 
likewise. We went forth privily in disguise and fared on and censed 
not our wayfare the rest of that day and all its nighty till nigh upon 
morning, v/hen wc unlnaded and^ hobbling our camels« lay doi^ to 
sleep. But wc were worn with fatigue and we neglected to keep 
watchp so that there fell upon us robberSp who stripped us of all 
had and slew our slavcSp when these would ha^'e neaten th^ on, 
leaving us naked and in the sorriest of plights^ after they had taken 
our money and lifted our beasts and disappeped. As soon as they 
v?erc gone^ we arose and walked on dll morning dawnedp when we 
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came to a village ^* *htch we entered, and iisding a mc^ue took 
refuge therein ror we were nakedL So we aac in a comer all that 
day and we passed the next night without meat or drink; and 
at day'break we prayed our dawn-prayer and sat down again. 
Presently behold, a man entered and luting us prayed a two' 
bow prayer, after w'hich he turned t(3 us and said, 'O folk, are 
ye strangers?^ We teplied, ‘Yes: the bandits waylaid us and 
stripped us naked, and we came to this town but know none here 
with whom we may shelter,' Quoth he, ‘What say ye? will you 
come home with me?* And" (pursued the jeweller) “I sard to A!i 
bin Bakkar, ‘Up and let us go with iiim, and we shall escape two 
evils; the first, our fear lest some one who knoweth us enter this 
mosque and recognise us, so that w-e come to disgrace; and the 
second, that we are strangers and have no place wherdn to 
lodge.* And he answerco helplessly, 'As thou wilt/ Then 
the man said ro us again, 'O ye poor folk, give ear unto me 
and come with, me to my place,' and I replied, 'Hearkening and 
obedience;' whereupon he pulled off a part of his o^vn doth^ and 
covered us therewith and made his excuses to us and spoke kindly 
to us. Then we arose and accompanied him to his house and he 
knocked at the door, whereupon a little slavc'boy came out and 
opened to us. The host entered and wc foUowed him/ w^hen he 
c^cd for a bundle of dothes and muslins for curbands, and gave 
us each a suit and a piece; so ^'e dressed and turbanded ourselves 
and sat us down. Presently, in came a damsel with a tray of 
food and set it before us; saying, *Eat.' We ate some small 
matter and she took away the tray: after wliich we abode with our 
host till nightfall, when Ah’ bin Bakkar sighed and said to me, 
‘Know, O my brother, that I am a dying man past hope of life 
and I would charge thee with a charge: it is that, when mou seest 
me dead, thou go to my parent* and tell her of my decease and bid 
her come hither that she may he here ro receive the visits of con' 
doicnee and be present at the washing of my corpse; and do thou 
exhort her to bear my loss with patience/ Then he fell down in 
a fainting fit and, when he recovered he heard a damsel singing 
afar off and making verses as she sang. Thereupon he addressed 
him^f to give car to her and hearken to her voice; and now he 
was insensible, absent from the ivorld, and now he came to himself; 
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and anon be wept tor ^ef and moumine at the love which bad 
befallen him. Presently, he beard the da ms el who was singing 
repeat these couplets. 


‘Paitiog ran up to part from ttirvcr-twain * Free oanvem-, perfect concoid, 

friendship fain^ , -j 

The Nighu witli fihiftitig drifted us * Would heaven 1 wqc iJ w 

shjiH meet aginn: . . . i. 

How bitter :ifter meeting *tl* to * Muj" loveu ne cr endure Ki 

DeatE-grip, death'chnkc, lasts for an hn\ir and end^, * But parring toiTures 

aye in heart remaint u 

Could wc but mce where Parting* houK is plac^ixl, * We would make 
Platting eke of parting Lafttc!' 


When Ali son of Bakkar heard the damsels song, he sobbed one 
seb and his soul quitted his body . As soon ^ 1 that he was 
dead" (continued the jew^eller), committed his corpse to the 
care of the house-master and said to him *'Kno\v thou^ that 1 am 
going to Baghdad, to tell his mother and kinsfolk* that they may 
osme Idther and conduct his burial/ So I bet^Xik mysdf to Baghdad 
and, going to my hoiL^, changed my cloches; after whidi I 
repaired to Ali bin Bakkar's lodging, Now when his servants 
saw me, they came to me and questioned me of hiuiT snd 1 bade 
them ask permission for me to go in to his mother, Sb^ 
me leave; so I enrered and saliicing her* saJd^ Venly Allah 
ordereth the lives of all creatures by Hjs commandracnc and 
w'hen He deenceth aught* there is no escaping its fulhlment: n<^ 
can any soul depart but by leave of Allah * according to ^e Writ 
which affirmetn the appointed term/’ She guessed by th^ 
words that her son wa& dead and v^^pt with sore weeping^ then 
j^hp- said to me, *Alah u|xm thee! teJl me, is my son dead. I 
could not answer her for tears and excess of gnef, and when 
saw me thus* she was choked with weeping and fell to the ground 
in a fit. As soon as she came to herself she said to me, T^ell tne 
bow it was w'ith my son/ 1 replied, 'May Allah abundantly 
compensate thee for his loss! and 1 told her all that had befaUen 
him from beginning to end. She then aiifccd, Did he give mee 
any charge?*; and I answered^ ‘Tees* and told her what he 
said, adding* ‘Hasten to perform his hmerah When ehe heard 
these words, she swooned away again; and, when she recovered. 

T Thh k fif rKc mmy cuphcim^tit fomyk faf Mfh witflaEon*: thr^ ustiAtij bcsui 
“May iby head 
VOL nr 
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she addressed herself to do as 1 chaj|;ed her> Then 1 returned to 
my house; and as 1 went along musing sadly upon the fair gifts 
of bis youth, behold, a woman caught hold of my hand;**——And 
ShahcB;sad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per' 
micted say. 


it hias €hie Sunlitth anh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
jeweller thus continued;—"A woman caught hold of my hand; and 
1 looked at her and lot it was the slave^girl who used to come 
from Shams al'Nahar, and she seemed broken by grief . When we 
knew each other wc both wept and ceased not weeping till we 
reached my house, and I said to her, 'Knowest thou the news of 
the youth, Ali bin Bakkar?* She replied, ‘No, by Allah!*; so 
I told her the manner of his death and all that had passed, whilst 
we both wept; after which quoth I to her, ‘How is it with thy 
mistress?’ Quoth she. The Commander of the Faithful would 
not hear a single word against her; but, for the great love he bore 
her, saw all her actions in a favourable Light, and said to her, ‘O 
Shams al'Nahar, thou art dear to me and I will bear with thee 
and bring the noses of thy foes to the grindstone. Then he bade 
them furnish her an apartment decorated with gold and a hand' 
some sleeping-chamber, and she abode with him in all ease of life 
and high favour. Now it came to pass that one day, as he sat at 
wine according to his custom, with his favourite concubines in 
presence, he bade them he seated in their several ranks and made 
Shams al-Nahar sit by his side. Butherpatience had failed and 
her disorder had redoubled upon her. Then he bade one of the 
damsels sing; so she took a lute and tuning it struck the chords, 
and began to sing these verses, 

'One craved my low and T gave all he craved of me, • And tears on cheek 
hetray how ’raas [ came to ^-iddr 

Tcar'drops. mneemeth, are familiar with our ok, • Revralm^ what I hide, 
fiidini; what I levealod; 

How can I hope in secret id conceal my (ove, * Which ctress of pa^aion. 
ever ehow^ uncaocealedt 

Death, since 1 lost my lover, is grown sweet to me; • Would 1 knew whit 
their joys when 1 shall quit the field! 

"^low when Shams al-Nahar heard these verses sung by the slave- 


Au SIN Eakilak. AKb Shams al^'Nahar. ^ii 

gill, she could not keep her seat; but fell down in a lainting'fit 
whereuptai the Caliph cast the cup from his hand ^id drew her Co 
him crying out; and the damsels ako cried out, and the Prince of 
True B^evers turned her over and shook l\er, and b and beholdl 
she was dead. The Caliph grieved over her death with sore grief 
and bade break all the vessels and dulcimers* * and other instrU' 
mencs of mirth and music which were in the room; thm carrying 
her body to his closet, he abode with her the rest of the night. 
When the ^y broke, he laid lier out and commanded to wash her 
and shroud her and bury her. And he mourned for her with 
sore mourning, and qu^doned not of her case nor of what 
caused her condition. And 1 beg thee in Allah’s name (con* 
cinued the damsel) ‘to let me know the day of the coming of 
Ali bin Bakkar's funeral procession that I may be present at 
his burial.’ Quoth i, ‘For myself, where thou wilt ^ou canst 
find me; but thou, where art thou to be found, and who can 
come at th^ where thou art?’ She replied, ‘On the day of 
Shams al*Nahar*s death, the Commander of the Faithful freed 
all her women, myself among the rest;* and I am one of those 
now abiding at the tomb in such a place’ So I rose and ac* 
oompanied her to the burial'ground and piously visited S hams 
al'Nahar's tomb; after which 1 went my way and ceased not 
to await the coming of Ali bin Bakkar’s funeraL When it 
arrived, the people of Baghdad went forth to meet it and 1 
went forth with them: and I saw the damsel among the women 
and .’ihg the loudest of them in lamentation, crying out and 
wailing with a voice that rent the vitals and made the heart 
ache. Never was seen in Baghdad a finer funeral than his; 
and we ceased not to follow in crowds till we reached the 
cemetery and buried him to the mercy of Almighty AUah; nor 
from that time to this have I ceased to visit the tombs of Ah 
son of Bakkar and of Shams al'Nahar. This, then, is their 
story* and Allah Almighty have mercy upon them!"* And yet 


* Afils "Kinfin," »n ifntrumcnt not unElw di? Auam*n lithtr! it 1i inuitT*t«1 In 
Luir (ti. 77)* 

* Thit li iloRc, the fTtctit *f the m ber^ n^t(md fo ihfl W of w dE«»Md. 

* The two cmmirliKs were Jnartyri; and thdf aittocin, which cja^cftttd to the 

Weitern cnind, have many paTKOdi in rhe Ewt. The ifotr h a hsipetcM tffaif td love; 
With only one mcir<aJ (if any be winTed) vxt, thefe may be too cnuch of a |™d ihinp. It 
Is ,glva> vflry opnoicly'm tiic BuL Edit- vcj. L; and nwc fiilly in the Mat- Edit, aided m 
(d&eci by the Br»l. (Tt~ and the Cak- ^ £30]i 
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LE not thdr tale (continued Shahiafad) more wonderful than 
that of King Shahriman. The King aaked her “And what was 

bis tale?"-And Shahracad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say, 


{Hbtn tt toaii the l&unbreh anb ^ebcntictti 
She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, as regards the 


TALE OE KAMAR Al/ZAMAN, 

That there was in times of yore and in ages long gone before 
a. King called Shahriman,* * who was lord of many troops and 
guards, and officers, and who reigned over certain wland'^. 
known as the Khaiidin Islands,* on the borders of the land of 
the Persians, Bur he was stricken in years and his bones were 
wasted, without baling been blessed with a son, albeit he bad 
four wives, daughters of Kings, and threescore concubines, with 
each of whom he was wont to lie one night in turn.’ This 


' i» III irmr (ml, tt. 7%) when he «»«» rhi* n> "Shih Zerallti*’; the nume i* 
fartnful snef in«n4ed ™ be old Fcniafi, on cht "wsighi" of Kaittunin, Thr Bul. Fjfil, 
hu by munrint “Shahromlti.’' 

»nie "(fljTOthiii*" It worthy of S1 uA«prim'* day. "Khiliilin" i» eWdenUy a cumip- 
tiqn fff “KblUdadra" (fw Khaiiiiai), the Ftertiil, at tlw Ward! talJ* the Forttmats 
lalaniU, ot Catumm, whieh Qtis both their mMlem hiin«* tc the cIisbq of Europe. TTievr 
jWESdii hkwMf dates frwti A.D. I33S, unless we accept ihe tHeppeJlnuen leaend of I jliat 
which wouLl the disiHTtJT in A.!). ISK, ! for one thoroughlr believe in the priaritv, 

on tlie West .Afficao Ctiast, of the ipUstit descendana of the Northmen. 

* Fwtr wive* ate alknted by Moslem law awl for this reason [f yonj mm-y one wife 
she hriEili ftcrvelf youf niual, ainwen yiM and "pvES herself airs"; titn ere alvra^^ nuattd- 
lin^ and it kell of the hoiiMi ihtee aw ''no ctimpany'’ end two of thm always 

combine ag^sithenicestto make her hoursbitter Feme nrr company; they can quartei 
and "mike It up" imtEnj^t fhemseives, ami the huihtnd enjoys compuanve peue But 
the Moslem « houtiii hy hia law to ded equally with the fcoi-: each laust have her dnsascs, 
her nublishmeni ami her night, GIk her dtter wives. The niimlser it taken from the 
Jcwi fATbiiKTuiitn Ev. Halier, j.) "the wUemef) have gjven tco«! advice that a manshoold 
flot mairy mwe rha n, four wivoi." Europeans, Icnowiii:; that MuoSem wotnen iie ebdatered 
ami appeal- veiled in puUie, begin wirh helUrttig rhem to be mere arriclrt of luaury; md 
only after long residence they find <Mii that nowhere Im* the sea. an mueh red liberty riH 
power as in the Mwlem Eaaf. They con pefM3i property and will it away mthout the 
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pr^ed upon hu mind and disquieted Kim^ so that he com¬ 
plained thereof to one of his Waarts, saying, “Verily I fear lest 
my kingdom be lost when I die, for that I have no eon to 
succeed me,'* * The Minister answered, **0 King, peradventure 
Allah shah yet bring something to pass; so rely upon the Al¬ 
mighty and be instant in prayer. It is also my counsd that 
thou spread a banquet and invite to it the poor and needy, and 
let them eat of thy foexj; and supplicate the Lord to vouchsafe 
thee a ton; for perchance there may be among diy guests a 
righteous soul whose prayers find acceptance; and thert^ thou 
sh^t win thy wish.** So the King rose, made the lesser ab!u' 
tion, and prayed a two-bow prayer,^ then he cried upon Allah 
with pure intention; after w^hich he called his chief wife to bed 
and lay with her forthright. By grace of God she conceived 
and, when her months were accomplished, she bore a male 
child, like the moon on the night of fulness. The King named 
him Kamar al-Zaman,® and rejoiced in him with extreme joy 
and bade the city be dressed out in his honour; so they d^o- 
rated the streets seven days, whilst the drums beat and the 
messengers bore the gbd tidings abroad. Then wet and dry 
nurses were provided for the hoy and he was reared in splendour 
and delight, until he reached the age of fifteen. He grew up 
of surpassing beauty and seemlihead and symmetry, and his 
father loved him so dear that he could not brook to be parted 
from him day or night. One day he complained to a cer tain 
of his Ministers anent the excess of hia love for his only child, 
saying, “O thou the Warir, of a truth I fear for ray son, Kamar 
al'Zaman, the shifts and accidents which beta! man and fain 
would I marry him En my life'Clme." Answered the Wazir, " O 
King, know thou that marriage is one of the most honourab le 


holband't Ituvci riicy CMit ib4erit fttusi tfw houK for n, rtuctncii frtthwiT Ma 

h^irir^ 1 Tight m oottipfiun : thty usait in all hja mmnich for the best of rcuoaii ■ 

snmm cao rdv tm Ma wWs uti diililmn, bciDg mrrorirtilrd by riraLi whu hope to ru« 
by hif nun. A* poUdcat tnanai At QrtuEtui wotnen of C'onataittinnple rtolly 

rule the Sultaiuic ami Am Mipta a Ai fim in the offictiJ 

ipwirfd, 

t« toriimori on Ac bridc-nighf; aoii at nit litnet when Hme ii 

dnrtrd. 

*Thc otder Cani«rtihraTiian*i*^^MociTi of At KamsT Ia the rrmofi hr tween her 

tliinj itiE] iwenty-nxth iliy^ HiLdl dtirini the tett oF the loorithE fladr fpW. 
whence the ciami: of the Princesa) is. the full mfxuL 



Alt Lsylah wa Lattlam- 


of tDoral acdonSr and tbou wouldst indeed do weU and right to 
marry thy son in thy lifetime, ere thou make him Sultan." On 
this quoth the King, “Hither with my son Kamar al-Zaman;** 
so he came and bowed his head to the ground in modesty 
before his sire. *’0 Kamar al'Zaman,” sud Kmg Shahriman, “of 
a truth I desire to marry thee and rejoice in thee during my 
lifetime." Replied he. “O my father, fenovi* that 1 have no lust 
to many nor doth my soul incline to women; for that concern* 
ing thdr craft and p^dy I have read many books and heard 
much talk, even as saith the poet, 

‘Now, an of women ask ye, I reply:— * In their affairs Fm versed a doctor 

raref 

When man's head grimes and his money dwindleSp * In thdr aiftdiofis he 
hath naught for 

And another said:— 

*Rfibd againi^ womEn and so shalr tboa otwc Allah the morcj • The youth 
who gives wonae:n the rdn nuwc forfdt aU hope to soar. 

Tlieyll baulk him when seeking the atrange devtoe, E^ceLsior^ * Tho* waste 
he 0. thousand of in the study m \or^' 

And when he had ended his verses he continued, "O my fatbcTi 
w^lock is a thing v>'hereCo 1 will hotct consent; no, not thcrugh 
1 drink the cup of death." When Sultan Shahrhnan heard these 
words from his son, light became darkness in his sight and he 

grieved thereat with great grief.--^And Shahmad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


CBtirn U teas: the ^ne l^unhrch anh ^ehenty-firflt Jilofth 

She said. It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that when King 
Shahiiman heard these words from ^ son, the ught became dadc*- 
ness in his sight and he grieved over his son's lack of obedience 
to his directions in the matter of marriage: yet, for the great love 
he bore him, he was unwilling to repeat his wishm and was 
not wroth with him, but caressed him and spake him fair and 
showed him all manner of kindness such as tendeth to induce 
affection. All this, and Kamar al-Zaman increased daily in beai^ 
and loveliness and amorous gra:^; and the King bore with him 
for a whole year dll he became perf^it in eloquence and degant 
wit. All men were ravished with his charms; and every breesje 
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tliat blew ixjre the tidiiigs of his gracious favour; his fair sight 
was a seductioii to the loving and a garden of delight to the 
longing, for he was honcy-rsweet of spe^ and the sheen of his 
face shamed the full moon; he was a mudd of symmecTy and 
blandishment and engaging ways; his shape was as the w^ow' 
wand or the rattan'cane and his cheeks might take the place 
of rose or red anemone. He was, in £ne the pink of perfection, 
even as the poet hath said of bm, 

"He came and cried they. 'Now be Allah bitst! * * Pioi&e Him that dad that 
soul in Bd fair vcstl' 

He's King of Beauty when the beauteous be; * AJl are hu Ryots,* all obey 
bu best: 

His lip'dew^A sweeter than the viigia boocy; * His teeth ore pearU in 
double row ckBC prest: 

Alt channs ore congrt^te in him alone, * And deals his Jovelinesa to man 
unrest 

Beauty wrote on thou chcekt for worlds to see * “1 testify there is none 
good but He.' "* 

When the year came to an end, the King called his son to him 
and said, “O my son, wilt thou not hearken to me?" Whereuipon 
Kamar al'Zaman fell down for respect and shame before his 
sire and replied, "O my father, how should 1 not hearken to thee, 
seeing that Allah commandeth me to obey thee and not gaire 
say thee?" Rejoined King Shahriman, “O my eon, know that I 
d^ire to many thee and rejoice in thee whilst yet 1 live, and 
make thee King over my realm, before my death " When the 
Prince heard sire pronounce these words he bowed his head 
awhile, then raised it and said, “O my father, this is a thing which 
1 wdl never do,; no, not though I drink the cup of d^th! I 
know of a surety that the Almighty hath maik obedience to thee 
a duty in religion; but, Allah upon thee! press me not in this 
matter of marriage, nor fancy tnat I will ever marry my life 
long; for that I have read the books both of the andents and the 
modems, and have come to know all the mischiefs and misedes 
which have befallen them through women and their endless 
artifices. And how ciccllcnt is the saying of the poet. 


Mrab. -Rji'lyi" phif. nf "Ra'frii” our Hyor, di * Grge, « lahiocls 

KcnniitHtr t pffjiartt, a FcUaIi- 

* An<iHicr kudAdcuia parody cf the Moslem '^wbiltAdatt** tn the one <kd. Aod 19 

Moluinttied (he 
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‘He whiMB the rawly motta entrar • Shall twwer see delivmitteJ ^ 

TliDugh bu 3 d he forts a thousand fold, • Whose mi^Cjr strength Itstd-plates 
enhance,* 

Their force shall be of no avail; • These fortrsssea have not a dunce! 
W'omeii aye deal in treadier>' * To fax and near oct earth s Ecpansc; 
With i^gcis dipt in Hcnna^blood * And locb in braids that mao the 

Axtd eyelids painted o'er with &0I1I * Tliey gar m drink of dire mischance. 


And how excellently saith another, 

‘Women, for all the chastity they claim, * Art offal cast by kites where et 
tl«y list: 

This night thdr talk and secret charms arc thine; • That itight anotner 
joycth calf and wiisi: 

Like inn. whence aficr oifihe tkju far*st at dawn, • And lodges other wight 
thon hast not wrst '* 

Now when King Shahriman heard these his son swords snd leitrnt 
the import of iib verses and poetical quotations, he made no 
answer, of his excessive love for him, but redouWed in gracious^ 
nes and kindness to him. He at once broke up the audience 
and, as soon as the seance was over, he summon^ his Minister 
and taking him apart, said to him, '*0 thou the Wa^! tell me 
how 1 sha2 deal with my son in the matter of marriage."—^—^And 
Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and c^aed saying her 
permitted my* 


Olhen it the i^unbreh anb ^cfariitp-^tcotib JJtshh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
summoned liis Minister; and, taking him apart, said to him, 
“O thou the Wazir, tell me what I shall do with my son in the 
matter of tnaniage. Of a truth I took counsel with thee thereon 
and thou didst counsel me to marry him. before making him 
King. I have spoken with him of wedlock time after time and 
he still gainsaid me; so do thou, O Waair, forthright advise me 
what to do." Answered the Minister, "O l^g, wait another year 
ani if after that thou be minded to speak to him on the matter 
of marriage, speak not to him privity, but address him on a day of 


^ henr agfi fnm iwr with mrta! pkta which we kvrz w 

vn\j of Ufc ytm. 

^The compuEnMn h ibominpibV cnpc—m ttc 
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state, when all the Emirs and Wazirs arc present with the whole ol 
the army standing before thee. And when all are in crowd then 
send for thy son, Kamar aUZ aman , and summcin him; and, when 
he cometh, broa<^ to hint the matter of marriage before the Watirs 
and Grandees and Officers of state and Captains; for he will 
surely be bashful and daunted by chcir presence and will not dare 
to oppose thy will," Now when King Shabriman heard his Watir s 
woi^s, he rejoiced with exceeding ioy, sedhg success in the pro* * 
feet, and bestowed on him a splendid robe of honour. Then he 
took patience w'ith his son another year, whilst, with every day 
that passed over hun, Kamar al'Zaman increased m beauty and 
loveliness, and elegance and perfect grace, dll he was nigh twenty 
years old. Indeed Allah had dad him in the doak of coToeliness 
and had crowned him with the crown of compledon: his eye* 
glance was more bewitching than Hirut and Marut^ and the play 
of his luring looks more misleading than T^fiut;* and his cheeks 
shone like the dawn rosy-red and his eyelashes Etonned the keen' 
c(%ed blade: the whiteness of his brow resembled the moon 
shining bright, and the bbekness of his locks was as the murky 
night: and his waist was more slender than the goesamcr® and 
his back parts than t?,^0 sand-hcaps bulkier, making a Babd of 
the heart with their softness; but his wau^ complained of the 
weight of his hips and loins; and his charms ravishiod all mankind, 
even as one of the poets saith in these couplets, 

“By his eyelash tcjidril curled, by his slender waist I awistr. 

By the dart his witchery feathern^ fatal hunling tiirough ihe air; 

By the just routicbc^ of his shape, by his glanci^ biighi and keen^ 

By the swan Jimmng of his IocIls., ar^ his fair forehead shining sheffin; 

By his tyebnJWTi which deny that she: who looks on than should 
Which now commanding, now fortiddmg, o*er me high dominion keq?; 


* Two aneeU who tnnghe men tht an of niagicH They *rc mentioned tn the 

Karat {chApt. tij; And the coinmcHEi«i» hive extennTeJf caihrtftdcfrd ihe sntple text 
Pepulnrly they wipposcd to be hirv^nf by their feet inn well io the Donierr of Babe!* 
hoice the frequent allusc™ co mwj** in MoBictn wrtdn^; xml tbn* who 

would study the blidt Aft at htid-qu.iirtm xrc iappertExI to go there- They m counier^ 
parti gf the Egyptian Jamnia and Mflinbra, the Jaimes aiw! Jimbre* of St. Piul flTnn, 
til. 8). 

* An idol or idoh of die Afibi CAllat ind Oxu} befoee Mohammed [Korai chapi. ii. 
256) EtTmoliwrcally the word meant "error'* hiuI the leroiliunian if rithcr Hcbnk 
than p4fabic. 

* Arab. "^'Khayt huuiylri*^ [wrakjJcrmg tbjti4aflftrfliittyl,orMiiithitaUiahaYtan ESatih'i 
snivel) p=our '^go«sfner"^Cjod'$ fmnmer (hlu«ef-Gotle^Smnjiief) Of God'a cynuif (?)r 




Alf Laylak wa Laylah. 


xiE 

By the rases of his chedi, his fare u fresh as mynk wreath. 

His tulip Ijm and those pure pearls that hold the places of hts (edh; 

By his nobk fonn, which rises featly turned in even swell 

To where upon his putting chest two young pomegnnates seem to dwell; 

By hie supple moving hips, hie taper waist, the ^ky shin. 

By all be rohbed Perfection of, and holds enduuied bis fom within: 

By his tongue of steadfastness, his natun: true, and excellent. 

By the greatness of his rank, his nobk birth, and high descoit. 

Musk from my love her savour steals, who musk exhales from every iimb 
And alt the aim amheigris breathes are but the Zephyrs blow o'er him. 

The sun. methinlo, the broad bright sun. as kiw hef<»e my love should quad 
As would my love himself tTanscend the paltry paring of hie naill”‘ 

So King Shahiiman, having accepted the counsel of his Wazir, 
'waited for another year and a great festival,—^—^And Shahrasad 
perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say . 


IBljen It ina^ the £>ne ^^unbrcli anh debentp>tt)ith 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Shahriman 
having accepted the coutiscl of his Wazir, waited for another year 
and a great fesdvaL, a day of state when the audience hall was 
filled with his Emirs and Waains and Grandees of his reign and 
Officers of State and Captains of mighc and main. Thereupon he 
sent for his son Kamar al'Zaman who came, and kis^g the 
ground before him three ttmes, stood in presence of his sire with 
his hands behind his back the right grasping the left,^ Then said 
the King to him, "Know O my son, that I havenot sent for thee on 
this occasion and summoned thee to appear before this assembly 
and all these officers of estate here awaiting our orders save and 
except that I may lay a commandment on thee, wherein do thou 
not disobey me; and my commandment is that thou many, for I 
am minded to wed thee to a King's daughter and rejoice in thee 
ere 1 die." When the Prince heard this mirdi from his royal sire, 
he bowed his head groundwards awhile, then raising it towards his 
father and being moved thereto at that time by youtliful folly 
and boyish ignorance, replied, "But for myself I will never many; 
no, not though I drink the cup of death! As for thee, thou art 


* l?iew tine* * oewr iij Niphi ; w I hwnm fitim Torrent f» J W) bv wey of verier?. 

• A rrnliire of perulUr luWnit^i eoatrMdiig tutwigly wiift rhe ttiitiuje eftenrard* 

iHunietj Pniiirc ChaindEig. 
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gieait in age and of wit: hast thou not, twice ere this day 
and before this occasian, questioned me of the matter of marriage, 
and I refused my consent? Indeed thou dotest and are not fit to 
govern a dock of sheep!" So saying Kamai al'Zaman unclasped 
his hands from behind his back and tuc^ up his sleeves above 
his elbows before his father, being in a fit of lury; moreover, he 
added many words to his sire, knowing not what he said in the 
trouble of Inspirits. The King was confounded and ashamed, for 
rliaf this bcfd ifl the presence of his grandees and soldierxiJficcrs 
assembled on a high festival and a state occasion; but pre^tly 
the majesty of Kingship took him, and he cried out at his son 
and made him tremble. Then he called to the guards standing 
before him and said "Seitc himl" So they came forward Md 
laid hands on hi m and, binding him, brought him before his airc, 
who hade them pinion bis dhows behind tus back and in this guise 
make him stand before the presence. And the Prince bowed down 
his h fa d for fear and appr^ension, and his brow and face were 
beaded and spangled with sweat; and shame and confusion 
troubled him sorely. Thereupon his father abused him and reviled 
and cried, “Woe to thee, thou son of adultery and nuiding 
of abamination!’ How durst thou answer me on this wise before 
my ca ptains and soldiers? But hitherto none hath chastised 

thee.*'-And Shahrarad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


nijen it tnafl tfie i^unbrtb anh tbehcntp-foiirth .^ishl> 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that King 
Shahrimac cried out to his son Kamar al'Zaman, '*How durst 
thou answer me on this wise before my captains and soldiers? But 
hitherto none hath chastised thee. iCnowcst thou not that this 
deed thou hast done were a disgrace to him had it been done by 
the meanest of my subjects?" And the King commanded his 
Mamelukes to loose his dbcpw bonds and imprison him in one of 
the bastions of the citadel. So they took the Prince and thrust 
him into an old tower, wherein there was a dilapidated saloon and 
in its middle a ruined well, after having first swept it and dcansed 


' A tneft twm of •Ihir not reflcctinf fin eiJicf pumt s T Ii»tc hwd a mplhcf 
call her ty^n khi, ‘'Child of idullcrx.*^ 
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it 9 floor'flags anc! m thexein a. coujch on which they bid a mattress, 
a leathern rug and a cushion; and then they brought a great 
bnthom and a wax candle, for that pbcc was dart, even by day* 
And lastly the hdamelukcs led Kamar al'Zaman diither, and 
stationed an eunuch at the door. And when all this was done, the 
Prince threw hJmsdi on the couch, sad-spirited, and heavy-hearted; 
blaming himself and rependng of his injurious conduct to his 
father, whenas repentance avaued him naught, and saying, "Allah 
curse marriage and marriageable and married women, the 
traitresses all! Would 1 had hearkened to my father and ac' 
cepted a wife! Had I so done it had been better for me than this 
Jan.'* This is hew it fared with him; but as r^ards fCing Shahri- 
man, he remained seated on bis throne all through the day until 
sundown; then be took the Minister apart and said to him, 
“Know thou, O Warir, that thou and thou only wast the cause of 
all this that hatli come to pass between me and my son by the 
advice thou wast pleased to devise; and so what dost thou counsel 
me to do now?" Answered he, "O King, leave thy son in limbo 
for the space of fifteen days; then summon him to thy presence 
and bid him wed; and assuredly he shall not gainsay thee again*" 

--^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 

IHtitn it iaas tfir &ne i^unbtrb anb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Wazir 
said to King Shahriman, "Leave thy son in limbo for the s{»ce of 
fifteen days; then summon him to idiy presence and bid him wed; 
and assui^Iy he shall not gainsay thee again " The King ac' 
cepted the Waiir*s opinion and Jay down to sleep that night 
troubled at heart concerning his son; for he loved him with dearest 
love because he had no other child but this; and it was his wont 
every night not to sleep, save after pbdng bis arm under his son’s 
neck. & he passed that night in trouble and unease on the 
Prince's account, tossing from ride to side, as he were laid on coals 
of Artemisia-woodh for he was overcome with doubts and fears 


* Artb. "Ghwi,” fbs .AmmUis CCuphoib!* bercre noticed. If frerf be a Ailipniit 

^ Gluidi U mwiii It ldm:l of Buphorblii whidi^ with ijic Arik (wild ciper-trer) iJid di4 
Dxoni-pfllm (Crudrer:^ ti cme of thr rbonnAl giwtlit cf rhe Arabtio 

dwrt ui, 22). 
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and sleep visited him not all that livelonjg night; but hk eyes ran 
over with tears and he began repeating, 

“While fikndrms Elumbcr, longsome is my nighty ♦ Suffice thee a heait so 
sad in partntg'plight; 

I sax* '*'^‘5 in cane slow momicnts by, • 'What! no trtuni for thee, 
fair monung light?'" 

And the saying of another, 

“When saw I Pleiad-stars his glance escape * And Polc'star draught of 
sleep upon him pour; 

And the Bier'daughirts' wend in moimiing dight, * 1 kqew that looming 
was for KitT^ uo nure!" 

Such was the case with King Shahnman; but as regards Kamar 
al'Zaman, when the night came upon him the eunuch set the 
lanthorn before him and lighting the wa^t-candle, placed it in the 
candlestick; then brought him somewhat of food. The Prince ate 
a little and continually reproached himself for his unseemly treat¬ 
ment of his father, saying to hims elf, '"O my soul, knowest thou 
not chat a son of Adam is the hostage of his tongue, and that a 
man's tongue is what casteth him into deadly per^?" Then his 
eyes ran over with tears and he bewailed that which he had done, 
from anguished vitals and aching heart, repenting him with ct- 
ceding repentance of the wrong wherewith he had wronged hts 
^ther and repeating, 

“Fair youth shall die hy stwnblmg of the ton^c: * Stumble of foot works 
not man’s life such wrong; 

The slip of lip shall oft smiie off the head, * While slip of foot shall never 
harm oms long.” 

Now when he had made an end of eating, he asked for the where' 
withal CO wash his hands and when the Mameluke had washed 
them dean of the remnants of food, he arose and made the Wuzu- 
ablution and prayed the prayers of sundown and nightfall, con- 


^ Amb, "Btnic eth minted dnushters of the the three mm 

trhldk nprtMcit the horse* in dtlier Wdn/' or Uru Minor^ the 

typpoMfl TO be M t»er, he also sorvi, plur, of Ibn, u the voitl poxnu 

to iirat^ongiJ ohjcot* So J<ib (ix. 9 and xxxTiit, 3I> rs/rrs to C7. Major » or "Ayxh“ 
in ihe wTKdx, tf»u gm-flc the bio- wiife itx loni ?■* (arofroo^^ rendered 

with hii In the text the lin« etc . cfiiBTnBtifBL^ hot Bppzrrndj rcfex EOl deuh- 

pardng. 
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foirwg them in one; after which he ^ down.-And Shahiazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 

rafjETt ft taai the 0m ©unhrch anh g^ebentp-Sixlh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Prince Kamar aJ'Zaman had prayed (conjoining them in one) the 
prayers of sundown and nightf^l, he sat down on the weU and 
began reciting the Koran, and he repeated 'The Cow," the "House 
of Imran," and “Y, 5,;" "The Compassionate," “Blessed be the 
King," "Unity" and ‘The two Talismans”'; and he ended with 
blessing and suppUcanon and with saying, "I seek refuge with 
Allah from Satan the stoned."* * Then he lay down upon his 
couch which was covered with a mattress of satin from al^Ma adin 
town, the same on both sides and stuffed with the raw silt of 
Irak; and under his head was a pillow filled with ostrich'down. 
And when ready for sleep, he doffed his outer clothes and drew off 
his bag'trouseTB and lay down in a shirt of delicate stuff smooth 
as wax; and he donned a headherchief of aaure Maraai' doth; 
and at such time and on this guise Kamar d'Zaman was like the 
fuU'orbed moon, when it riseth on its fourt^nth night. Thtti, 


Chaptert m: nnd tbt rwo 1»£ C'Dtjbrcaifc^ oiiL uit! 

oorjj vluch lie cdlcd iM-Mu'izxArini {ru[gfl.r AI-Mn^izrEttynTi* tlic '‘Two Refuft- 
tikicvgi or PrtvtTui™,” fecciiuc they obmm I K»tc truuJjiml dtc nro 

iiitfT aj fotkiws— 

I tJikt tht Lard of lih* Dny-brcaic • ftoift nuichld* df what He cBd 
make * ftom of mowt cclr| 3 ?^<?wini( * tod from tajaiJiief of witidici on 

krvatt blowing * and horn miichjcf nf eniqer when cnTiqisg." 

^'Say s—Rtfiigi: I take with the Lcrd of moA * thetoTrnn of m^n * the God of men * fmm 
the Tcnipterj the Demon * who tcmpieth irt whivper the bn^in of aiEit • *od Irooi Jinm* 
and CciriJ) men/^ 

■ The rediadmiri were NAGIah^ w vap&u^tanj, twn thert chapEen only hdng rajoiirdt 
ijKl ihe cfttcjnff rtfiigc wap becaioe he ale^i |q 9 nun, t noted place in the £ut for Ghuli 
ai in the Wat fot ghoiti. 

* Ljjw (ij. 222) Urti touJ ^^htfiraeuee” and inferred it to the Murfir tribe near Hcrtt: 
he ifrerwardi (ill. 7iS) cornected it to 'TVIitwaice/^ of the fit^wte of Marw fMatipinth 
the piftce now fAmed ftir "Mcrrwisneit,** Aa a of Hayy fRhftgeil betomea Rlif 

(e.f. [bn Firip 90 a man ef hlilfw ti Mafizi, not Mtinltl Itqf M^rwaii. The 

"Mitna*' ** wap a Tdl fomting $ land of ^'rspiratof,'^ ddendiiig from ffep bjf day mod from 
nppM}uie]:ii, dewa and draki^n by night, Earterru am mo Hnsihle to bodiet 

kept waitn hy bedding^ and hc^a bdred to citch evi^ biamt. Onr ^ra^fatherp and 
ftaniJmotiicfi did wdl to wnr boFuic'tPF^ie-iimtf hows vet ndicolou* they may have ktokoel 
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drawtag over his head a coverlft of Rillc , he fdl adeep with the 
lanthom burning at hie ioet and the ^va:s'camile ova: his hcrad, and 
he ceased not doping through the 5rst third of the nighc, not 
knowing what lurked for him in the womb of the Future, and 
what the Omniscient had decreed for him. Now, as Fate and 
Fortune would have it, both tower and saloon were old and had 
been many years desertedr and there was therein a Roman well 
inhabit^ by a Jinniyah of the seed of Iblis* the Accursed, by 
name Maymunah, daughter of Al'Dimiryat, a renowned King of 

the Jann.-^And Shahraxad peredved the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


it toae the ^ne il^nhreb snh ^ehenlp^^ehenlfi 


She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat the name 
of the Jinniyah in question was Mayrtninah, daughta of Al- 
Dimiryat; a renowned King of the Jann. And as Kamar 
ahZaman continued sleeping till the first third of the night, 
Maymunah came up out of the Roman well and made for the 
firmament, thinking to listen by stealth to the converse of the 
angels; but when ^ reached the mouth of the well, she saw a 
light shining in the tower, oontraiy to custom; and having dwelt 
chae many years without seeiae the like, she said to herself, 
“Never have ] wdenessed aught lie this”; and, marvelling much 
at the matter, determined that there must be some cause therefor. 
So she made for the light and found the eunuch sleeping within 
the door; and inside she saw a couch spread, whereon was a 
human form with the wax'Candle burning at his head and the 
lanthom at his feet, and she wondered to see the light and stole 
toward it little by litde. Then she folded her wings and stood 
by the b^ and, drawing back the coverlid, di^vered Kamar 
al^Zaman's face. She was motionless for a full hour in admiration 
and w'ondeiment: for the lustre of his visage outshone that of the 
candle; his face beamed like a pearl with light; his ^elids were 
languorous like those of the gazelle; the pupils of his eyes were 


* Tblli^ nieuting ih« Dapiiftfi li filled in the Kcmn (chipi. %na. 48) "One of the 
fenii (Jin ms) who dcpsrtcd frpm the command of hi i Mr. Rodwcll noM 

rh*t the SAtifu tnd Jin nil refuricnt In ihe Korsn GL JI, etc.) the md finds 

tn uJimitiUTeof the Seinide Siitanj ajKi demons with the ''Cenii fmni the Pemin (Bthyloa- 
iinO ind Indian (Egyptiin?) mTihalc^iea 
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inicnsely bbck and brilliant’; his checks were rosy red; his eye' 
brows were arched like bows and his breath othaled a s cen t of 
musk, even as saich of him the poet. 

"I ki> wd him: darker grew those pupiU,* * whkh • Seduce my soul* and 

cheeka (lushed n»cr hue; 

O heart, if sknderen dare to deem there be ♦ Hia like in charms; Say 

'Bring him hither, you]' " 

Now ttfhen Klaymunah saw him, she pronounced the formula of 
praise,* and said. “Blessed be Allah, the best of Creatorsr’; for 
she was of the true'believmg Jinn; and she stood awhile gating 
on his fac e, eafcbiming and envying the youth his beauty and 
loveliness. And she said in herself, "By Allah! I will do no hurt 
to him nor let any harm him; nay, from all of evil will I ransom 
him , for this fair face desen'eth not but that folk diould gaae upon 
it and for it praise the Lord. Yet how could his family find it in 
th ei r hearts to leave him in such desert place where, if one of our 
Marids came upon him at this hour, he would assuredly slay him." 
Then the Ifri(^ Maymunah bent over him and kissed him be¬ 
tween the eyes, and presently drew back the sheet over his face 
which she covered up; and after this she ^rcad her wings and 
soaring into the air, flew upwards. And after rising high from the 
circle of the saloon she ceasM not winging her way through air and 
ascending skywards till she drew near the heaven of this world, 
the lowest of the heavens. And behold, she heard the noisy flap* 
ping of wings cleaving the welkin and, directing herself by the 
sound, she found when she drew near it that the noise came from 
an Ifrit called Dahnash. So she swooped down on him like a 
sparrovv-hawk and, w'hen he was aware of her and knew* her to be 
Maymunah, the daughter of the King of the Jinn, he feared her 
and his side-muscles quivered; and be implor&l her forbearance, 
saying, *‘7 conjure thee by the Most Great and August Name and 
by the most noble talisman graven upon the seal-ring of Sotomoo, 
entreat me kmdly and harm me not!" When she heard these 


^ Of coync ihe could not set hh cytt when they went shut; nor ii iM* mm Essteto 
tnconiequ«nGC. The writer mtsutSt ''hAd thn sctTi them, diey wtnild hsve ihcrwcd/' ck. 

* Tliff eya in mppowd to ^fow ifatker under ihe bHwmjCe trf wpoe tud neuiil pn^niL 
•To keep the ml cr& 
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words hiir heart inclined to him and she said, "'Venly, thou coiv 
iurest me, O accursed, with a mighty conjuration. Nevertheless 
1 wdl not let thee go. till thou tell me whence thou comest at this 
hour." He replied, “O Princess, Know that 1 come from the 
uttermost end of China-land and from among the Islands, and 1 
will tell thee of a wonderful thine I have seen this night. It thou 
find my words true, let me wend my way and write me a patent 
un^r thy hand and with thy sign manual that I am thy fresdman, 
so none of the Jinn-hosts, whether of the upper who fly or of the 
lower who walk the earth or of those who dive beneath the waters, 
do me let or hindrance." Rejoined Maymunah, "And what is it 
thou hast seen this night, O liar, O accursed! TeD me without 
leasing and think not to escape from my hand with falses, for I 
swear to thee by the letters graven upon the betel of the seal-'ring 
of Solomon David-son (on &)th of whom be peace!), except thy 
speech be true, 1 will pluck out thy feathers with mine own hand 
and strip off thy akin and break thy bones!*’ Quodi the I frit 
Dahnash son of Shamhurish* the Byer, "I accept, O my lady, 

these conditions."-And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say . 


Glfim it blast tte <£>ne ^unhrtb anb ^rbcntp-cighlb 

She said. It hadi reached me, O auspicious King, that Dahnash 
spoke thus to Maytnunah, "I accept, O my lady, these conditions." 
Then he resumed, “Know, O my mistress, that 1 come to-night 
from the Islands of the Inland Sra in the parts of Chirm, which 


• litft D attnjmk tMi ]i ■ randfiil P. N.^ i^E only for i Jlnni. As * ruk the a^FpcHatlv^fif 
Moilem “pfnii'* md In—aa Tam^ip Huiiyinai; the Jewish Inr-^mti, it JatELinan; 
thott of tiw Tind (the CJinitiam) in—duAr Sidi*; toil ihc HLodus in— 

tiia, *5 K^ktill {who crucrcd the lervico of the Prophet Sh^yt, or Seth, And wa converfed 
tc the piuth). The Kiikg of the Genn U Mailt Kauhln who inhaHtt Mount l^afs ind 
to the «yc 4 t d* him hveA Ml Mfl+in-liiir^ Ahd thlRdiiJiian with 33^000 domain: 
itimcs Were pven hy the ApcHtle MoKmniniKL ^'Baktandf" i* lori of three Mnflein treKrpi 
of the waniScdrie JiHria, whreb numW i mtal of twelve band* and catcml from Skd w 
Europe. The irnni^ Peris md other pre-Adnmitre cfeAnm» w«e gpovcttied 

by levenri-rwo Sultuu ul! known mt Subyrnun and the Ust t fuve utd wu Jin bin Jin. 
The angel Hint ww «fiE from Hcavefi to ehume him, but in the pride of idciecy he sbo 
trvnltttd with his folkwer!* the JiftRi whiSit the Ptnj hcM iloof. When be refuKd to Ww 
duwn before Adwn he ind Mi chief* were eternally impriMuied but the other Jinn* ire 
illnwed to ranjpc over canh » a lecunty for man"* obe^ence. The ml gi™ the three 
wdcre, flyers, woUterm end divert 
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are the realms ol King Ghayur, lord oi the Islands and the Seas 
and the Seven Palaces. There 1 saw a daughter of h^ than whom 
Allah hath made none fairer in her time: I cannot picture her 
to thee, for my tongue would fail to describe her with her due of 
praise; but 1 will name to thcc a somewhat oj her charms by way 
ol approach. Now her Hair is like the nights of disunion and 
separation and her face like the days of union and delectation; 
and right well hath the poet said when picturing her. 

She dtspread the lodu from her hrad one night, • SImwtng four^fold mshct 
intD one oielu nin: 

And she turned ner towarda the awoa, * And two show^ ut 
moment one.* 

She hath a nose like the edge of the burnished blade and chceb 
like p^Ie wine or anemones blood'ied: her lips as coral and 
coitiu'an shine and the water of her tnouth is sweeter chan old 
wine; its taste w^ould ouench Hell s fiery pain. Her tongue is 
moved by wit of high degree and ready repartee; her breast is a 
seduction to all that see it (glory be to Him who fashion^ it and 
finished it!); and joined thereto are two tipper arms smooth and 
rounded; even as saith of her the poet Al'WaL^in,* 

'Sht Jiath wrists which, did her bcwglo not contain. • Would run fmn out 
her sleeves in aJvcni rain * 

She hath breasts like two globes of ivory, from whose brightness 
the moons borrow light, and a stomach with little waves as it were 
a figured doth of che finest Egyptian linen made by the Copts, 
with creases like folded scrolls, ending m a waist slender past all 
power of imagination; based upon back parts like a hhl^ of 
bbwn sand, that force Hct to sit when she would lief stand, and 
aw'aken her, when she fain would sleep, even as saith of her and 
describeth her the poet, 

'She hath tho® hips conjoined by thread of waist, • Hips thal o’er me and 
her too tyranriHC; 

My th^fihu ihc>- dise whene'er I think of them, • And weigh her down 
twJienc er iite would upitsc/* 


I i»d (-1^ love}; Ae Ulc*b. or p«iiej of <i Sp«bh poef. 

Wsthing u moK Mn-pithcttc" u diu |«t, bipi and R^e 

ID «ml ibcr »<• fidht Id inmno? upm rJir chmiteiwk difrrcncc of the mde 

and Onr modem Kulpeon pniiucr^ ,bo8r *tndy of chi nude tt uuatl* 

flftm aMtidiiUied nre by thr |»]k and p^yhoondJik* finino off of 
tlie fnitiCi wfticn titiu bKorntt ritlier miwImk tfi^n h&rmjinc 
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And those back parts are upborne by thighs smooth and round 
and by a a column of pearl, and ail this reposeth upon 

two feet, narrow, sknder and pointed like spear'blades,^ the handj- 
work of the Protector and Requiter, I wonder how, of their little¬ 
ness, they can sustain what is above them, short 

my praises of her charms fearing lest 1 be tedious. —“And 
Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and cea s ed saying her 
permitted say. 

Qben il bms the to 3i|itnbreb onh ^tDentp-nlnlh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Ifrit 
Dahnash bin Shamhuri^ said to the Ifritah ^ymunah, “Of a 
truth 1 cut short my praises fearing lest 1 be tedious. Now when 
hlaymunah heard the dcscnpiion of that Princess and her beauty 
and bveliness, she stood silent in astonishmenti whereupon Dah¬ 
nash resumed, *^The father of this fair maiden is a^mi^ty King, a 
fierce knight, immersed night and day in fray and fight; for whom 
death haS no fright and the escape of his foe no dne^ for that he 
is a tyrant masterful and a conqueror irresistifale, lord of troops and 
armies and continents and islands, and cities and villages, and his 
is King Ghayur, Lord of the Islands and of the Seas and of 
die Seven Palaces, Now he loveth his daughter, the young maii^ 
whom I have descrihed to thee, with dearest love and, for affection 
of her. he hath heaped together the treasures of all the kings and 
built her therewith seven pahtces, of ^ different fashion j the 
first of crystal, the second of marble, the third of China steel, tlK 
fourth of precious stones and gems of prite, the fifth of porcelain 
and many-hued onyxes and ring-besels, the sixth of silver and 
the seventh of gold. And he hath filled the seven palaces with 
all sorts of sumptuous furniture, rich silken carpets and han^gs 
Slid vessels of 5 old sifid silver Sind sll niiniicr of thst idnEs 
require; and hath bidden his daughter to abide in ea^ by turna 
for a certain season of the year; and her name is the Pnneess 


»ttnill fijiE fw it t fmTmaiffl w[th Etflterni Jii ittO Ovid fAA-} it 

ftor iihurntd ua^tw Ouidi (B*t baM <ir mtrit) ferre p«a- cnd« m 

titguAr pCTioro bi + ^ , 
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Budur." Now when her beauty baacie know'n and her name and 
fame were bnuted abroad m the ndghbouring countries^ all the 
kings sent to her tacber to demand her of him in marriage, and he 
consulted her on the matter, but she disliked the very word wed* 
lock with a manner of abhorrence and said, O my father, 1 have no 
mind to many; tao, not at all; for 1 am a sovereign Lady and a 
Queen suserain ruling over men, and 1 have no desire for a man 
who shall rule over me. And the more suits she refused, the more 
her suitors’ eagerness inerra^ed and all the Rooties of the Inner 
Islands of C h i na sent presents and rarities to her father with letters 
asking her in mamage. So he pressed her again and again with 
advice on the matter of espous^; but she ever opposed to him 
refusals, till at last she turned upon him angrily and cried, ‘O my 
father, if thou name matrimony to me once more, I will go into 
my chamber and take a aword and, fixmg its hdt in the ground, 
will set its point to my waist; then will I press upon it, till it 
come forth from my back, and so slay myself.’ Now when the 
King ^ard these her words, the light became darkness in his sight 
and his heart burned for her as with a flame of hre, because he 
feared l^t she should kill herself; and he was fille d with perplexity 
^nreming her affair and the kings her suitors. So he said to her. 
If thou be deteimined not to marry and there be no help for it: 
abstain from going and coming in and out/ Then he placed her 
in a house and shut her up in a chamber, appointing ten old wxjmen 
^ duennas to guard her, and forbade her to go forth to the Seven 
places; moreover, he made it appear that he was incensed against 
her, ^d sent letters to all the kings, mving them to know that she 
had bem stricken with madness by the Jinns; and it is now a year 
since she hath thus been secluded." Then continued the Ifric 
Dahn^, addressmg the Ifritah Maymunah, ’’And I, O my lady, 
go to nCT t^ery night and take my fiU of feeding my sight on her 
face and I kiss her between the eyes: yet. of my love to her, I do 
her no hurt neither mount her, for that her youth Is fair and her 
grace ^rp^ing; every one who seech her jealouseth himself for 
her* 1 conjure thee^ merefore^ O my lady^ to gp back with me and 
look on her beauty and loveliness and stature and perfection of 
pr^jortion; and after, if thou wik, chastise me or enslave me; 
and win to thy will, for it is thine to bid and to forbid " So saying] 


the Frentb corriipted « tn w« m 

wlxh famine. ^ 
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the Ifric Dahna&h bowed his bead towards the earth and drooped 
his wic^ downward; but Maymunah lauched at his words and 
^at in us face and answered, ""What is this girJ of whom thou 
pratest hut a potsherd wherewith to wipe after making water?^ 
Faugh! Faugn! By Allah, O accursed, 1 thought thou hadst 
some wondrous tale to tell me or some marvellous news to give me. 
How would it be if thou were to sight my bdovcd? Vcruy, this 
night 1 have seen a young man, whom if thou saw though but in a 
dream, thou wouldst be palsied with admiratiDn and spttde would 
flow from thy mouth,** Asked the Ifrit, '‘And who and w^hat is 
this youth?”; and she answered, "Know, O Dahnash, that there 
hath befallen the young man the like of what thou tellest me hefel 
thy mistreas; for ^ father pre^d him again and a^in to marry, 
but he refused, till at length his sire waxed wroth at being opposed 
and imprisoned him in the tower where I dwell: and 1 came up 
tO'night and saw him.” Said Dahnash, "O my lady, shew me 
this youth, that I may see if he be indeed handsomer than my 
mistress, the Princess Budur, or not; for I cannot believe that the 
like of her livcth in this our age.” Refoined Maymunah, “Thou 
liest, O accursed, O most ill'omened of Marids and vilest of 
Satans!’ Sure am I that the tike of my beloved is not in this 

world.**-^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 


I^eti ft teas djt (Shur iD^nhtth auh Cightirtf) 

She said, It hath teached me, O auspicious King, that the Ifritah 
Maymunah spake thus to the Ifrit Dahnash, “Sure am 1 that the 


* At hu been uid t sitigtc drop of wrinc rcntlci* tKcckitltci pcjen^onEOus^f impure, hence 
M ttOi3«or A hdiridfkil of earth he Afw* rbr mdJiiiee of the rmhe-cuf. Scnipyloiu 

Motions, when to makx; WdEOp mH proi the E^round bef^e ihm with the pennt 

cf etieJt or ^ u to kpocen it And prevent the tpokTEns oF tiie •onac. 

^ It Li no^t gcEieTAUy kjiawtt to ChitfiJiitif Sarin ku t ciillcd Awwl {'"FIkww 4'* 
bdng the Mo«km Eve) mad, ii Admm hnd three wnij the Tempter hu tdnCi vix., 2u T- 
bmytim who mIem iR bduet; VVmsjin who prevmlb In ti of miuldet Amu who cduttmeli 
kiRga; lijLffkn pstmn of vtne-bibbcn; Murmh of musionn* and Misbui of 

ocwi-ipixadcTx (uni ncwsptpei^ ?); IXtShinwhu ffa|Tiejiti piAertof trmhtp mnd inrerferei 
with dcvtrbon; Dmumf lord of mimiuuu liinocr who prevetttf the riithAiJ 

urine ^^smiUsh** ind **lnih 4 llih/' ■& oonunamied in the Koren (ndu# 23)^ md LmhiH 
^ Flren^eeeshJppm {HcTtioa,^ chxp> xatHC- »cL 4) . 
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like of my beloved is not In this woildi Art thou mad to fellow 
thy beloved with my beloved?" He said, Allah upon thee, O 
my lady, go back with me and look upon my mistress, and after 1 
wm return with thee and look upon thy beloved." She answered, 
"It must needs be so, O accursed, for thou art a knavish devil; 
but 1 will not go with thee nor aha) t thou come with me, save upon 
condition of a wager which is this. If the bver thou Invest and 
of w'hom thou boastest so bravely, prove handsomer than mine 
whom 1 mentioned and whom 1 love and of whom I boast, the bet 
shad be thine against me; but if my beloved prove the handsomer 
the bet shall be mine a^inst thee." Quoth Dahna^ the Ifrit, 
"O my lady, I accept this thy wager and am satisfied thereat; so 
come with me to the Islands." Quoth Maymunah; "No! for the 
abode of my beloved is nearer th^ the abode of thine; here it is 
under us; so come down with me to see my beloved and after we 
will go loot upon thy mistress." "I hear and 1 obey," said Dah' 
nash. So they descended to earth and alighted in the s^oon which 
the tower contained; then hfeymunah stationed Dahnash beside 
the bed and, putting out her hand, drew back the silken coverlet 
from Kamar d'Zaman’s face, when it glittered and glistened and 
shimmered and shone like the rising sun. She gazed at him for a 
moment, then turning sharply round upon Dahmsh said, "Look, 
O accursed, and be not the basest of madmen; I am a maid, yet 
my heart he hath waylaid," So Dahnash looked at the Prince 
and long continued gazing steadfastly on him then, shaking his 
head, said to hlaymunah, “By Allah, O my lady, thou art excus¬ 
able; but theni is yet another thing to be considered, and this is, 
that the estate female dilfereth from the male. By Allah's might, 
thy beloved is the likest of all created things to my mistress 
in beauty and loveliness and grace and perfection; and it is as 
though they were both cast alike in the mould of seemlihead." 
Now when Maymunah heard these words, the light became dark¬ 
ness in her sight and she dealt him with her wing so fierce a buffet 
on the head as well-nigh made an end of him. Then quoth she 
to him, "I conjure thee, by the light of his glorious countenance, 
go at once, O accursed, and bring hither thy mistress whom thou 
lovest so fondly and foolishly, and return in haste that we may ky 
the twain together and look on them both as they lie asl^p side 
by side; so shaD it appear to us which be the gorier and tnotic 
bkiutiful of the two. Except thou obey me this very moment, O 
accursed, I will dart my sparks at thee with my fire and consume 
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thee; yca^ in pieces 1 will rend thee and into the deserts cast 
that to stay'at'hame and wayfarer an example thou bel*' Quoth 
EJahnash, “O my lady, I will do thy behests, for I know foreure 
that my mistress is the fnjrer and the sweeter.” So saying the 
Ifrit Hew away and Maymunah flew with him co guard him. They 
were absent awhile and presently returned, be^ng the young 
lady, who w'as clad in a shift of fine Venetian silk, with a double 
edging of gold and purfled with the most exquisite of embroidery 
having these coupl^ worked upon the ends of the sleeves^ 

'Three matteiv hluder her from vintiTig us, in festr * Of futt'fuU, dindehiiig 
envicr and hu hii^ «piea; 

The shining li^t of hrnw. the trinkets' tinkling voice, * And «cenc of 
essenca that tdl whene'er she hies: 

Gt’en thar ihe hide her brow with ed^ of sleeve, and leave * At home her 
trinkcuy, how shall her scent dugui«r'^ 

And Dahnasb and Maymunah stinted not beamg that young lady 
till they had carried her inco the saloon and had laid her besick 

the youth Kamar ahZama n ,-And Shahiazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


It turns <^e Ibttnbreb anb 6 igf|tp*Hr 0 t 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kiiw, that the Ifrit 
Dahnash and the Ifritah Maymunah stinted not bearing Princess 
Budur till they descended and laid her on the couch beside Kamar 
al'Zaman. Then they uncovered both their faces, and they were 
the likest of all folk, each to other, as they were twins or an only 
brother and rister; and indeed they were a seduction to the pious, 
even as saith of them the poet AhMubin, 


* perfbma. i«ch « inxitk fwhrch »e EUtrnpciAfl diilikc tlwaTt 

iRvijted upon in Kistctn patiry; atmI MobiiriMd^R prcdilcctma for them ti wdl knewn. 
MarcQvcr the beaudful orr held Qimh cnou|h} racihaU i nutijrmE fnjmnce 

whiii U DSmpwd wiih thut nC the l>bs«d b PutSMt. HetiM tn the Mu^ilTekdi at 
Imr d-Kayi^ 

BrnttKci fhc Kent flf inuafc when ilier rise w ttrre^ * A* the Zepliyr'f hrexth 
with die O* doWC^ 

It U mule eiidcnt by end othef fine^comil tntmxli ibsi ctoT hMHifi bdrtff hu htii 
or hrt^ fvtrulixe seetit »?urh T»nc$ ecMtlifii m tiui hciJth. Hence xnimili often 
detcer the ipprojch of death. 
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‘*0 heart! be not thy love oortfined to nue, * thou by docmg or di*" 
dain be uiKkiae: 

Love all tjie fair, and thou d^air 6nd with them * If this be W. to thee tlm- 
shall be WQQ.'^ 

And quoth another^ 

“Mine eyes beheld two lying on the gnrundi • Both had 1 loved if on these 
eync they Jayf*' 

So Dahnash and Maymunah on them awhile, and he said, 
“By Allah, O my lady. It is good! My mistress is assuiedly the 
fairer." She replied, “Not so, my beloved is the fairer; woe to 
thee, O Dahnashi Art blind of eye and heart chat lean from fat 
thou canst not depart? Wilt thou hide the truth? Dost thou 
not see his beauty and lovelfness and fine stature and symmetry? 
Out on thee, hear what I purpose to say in praise of my beloved 
and, if thou be a lover true to her thou dost love, do thou the like 
for her thou lovest." Then she kissed Kamar ahZaman a gafn 
and again between the eyes and improvised this ode, 

*‘Hcjw is thii? Why should tb? blamer abtue ihee in his pride? 

What shall console my heart for dice, that ait but aleiid^ bough? 

A Natimc-Kohrd* eye thou fiasi that witdifth far and wide; 

From pure platonic bvc* of it deliverance non* I tiow! 

Those glances, fell as pltmdmng Turt, to heart such havoc Anf 
Ae never havocked scymitar made ifFTn "* at the curve. 

On me thou kyeat load of love the heaviest while I fed 
So feeble grown that under weight of j swerve. 

My love for thee as wottest well is habit, and iny lowe 
I* nature; to all others false is all tk: love I tender: 

Now were my heart but like to chine I never would say Noj 
Only my wasted fofin k like thy waist so gradous-slenideri 

Out on him who in Bcautyk mhe for tnoon-liltt charms hath fame. 

Aikd whi) IS daiined by oiouth df men as marvel of hiK tribcJ 

’Of man what manner may lie be' (ask they who flyte and bkme) 

‘For whom diy heart is so distressed?' I c^y cry ’DesEiibc!' 


’ Arab. ’■KttbU." This bjt b«n espfjiitetL MohaRunAl i* mid to lure bc« bom 
wiih Kohl J 

» Hawl bdbti: nori«d (Night cxir.K 
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Oh Btonc'cmcmpcried bcait of him! kaxn of hit yielding 
And bending tonn to dtow nsii gnee And yidding to ooasenL 

Oh my E^nce BEautifu], thou hist an Oro'Bfier in plao^^ 

Who irkj^ me; and eke a Grran whese wrong doth nc^cr rdimt 

Indeed he !ieth who hath said thae all of lovdinest 

Was pent in Josephs in thy charm many and many a Joel 

The Genii dread me when I stand and face to face address; 

But meeting tlhse my fiumnng heart its shame and tenor $how, 

I take aversion semblance and 1 turn from thee in fright, 

But mot^ aversion I asume^ more love from me do^ dam; 

That hdr of jetty falacld That trow e'er raying radant light! 

Those eyne wherdn white joedea black!^ TTiat dearling d^ty frame!” 

When Dahnash heard the poesy v^hddi Maymunah spake in 
pruse of her beloved, he py^ with exceeding joy and marvelled 

with excessive wonderment.--And Shahmiad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

Wa^zn tt \naS ttie 0n£ ^ntirtb anb 

She said* * It hath reached me, O a^idous King, that when the 
Ifrit Dahnash heard the poesy which Maymun^ spake in praise 
of her beloved, be shook for exceeding joy and said, 'Tliou ha^ 
celebrated thy beloved in song and thou h^ indeed done well 
in praise of him whom thou lovest! And there is no help for it 
but that 1 diso in my turn do my best to enfame my mistress, 
and recite somewhat in her honour*'^ Then the Ifrit went up to 
the Lady Budur; and, kissing her between the eyes, looked at 
hfcymunah and at his beloved Prince and redted the following 
verses, albdt he had no skill m poesy, 

“"Love for my fair they chide in a^igry way; * Unjuat for ignorance, yn un^ 
justesr they! 

Ah h\iBh favours on tlu; love-mad* wIhhd * Taste of thy wrarh and parting 
woe ehill shty* 


^ Ttww iinu, wida the Kizir feye ^ ttEwirdh tJif Hi>ib (Groom of the CliHntcrt or 
ChiuiLlicriair!) aad Joseph., fire *!» reptttctt ftom Night For the Nuirtcc 
fNW i3ii- and imh} 

* The -ifTnl aUimoo m tfw Hfir tEJooi^a) foMt ^ white isd hUdt of the eye 

ihitnfig IT njniniar The Perwen aln* pJieced m tbair Heiven {Bibiihc Of Nfijiu) 
(tf- bUohn-eyed nympK*. iwilef thffl durfe of the ijigd Zemiyrd- 






Alp Layiak wa Laylah, 

Id aootti tof love Fm wet with i&iling ceu3, * That nit nunc eyelids blood 
cbou nughtest ay: 

No omrd what 1 bear for love, *tia nurwj • That any know my while 
thsu'rt away: 

Unlawful were our union did I doubt • Thy bwe. or heart to 

Other 


And eke these words:— 

‘T feed ey« on thdr stead by the TOllcy'# aide, • And fm slam and my 
slayer* aside hath hied; 

Grief-wine have I drunken, and down ray cheeks • Dance teaes to the song 
of the camel'guide: 

Fcff utuon-bleesing 1 stnve though sure, * In Budur and Su*ad all my blira 
shall bide:' 

Woe 1 not which of three gave me most to plain, * So hear them numbem) 
ere thou decide: 

Those Swoideis her eync, that LarH:ier her fig- • -urei, or ring-mail'd T^lt« 
which her forehr^ hkle. 

Quoth ehc (and I ask of her what so wights • Or abidh ui towns or m 
desert i^c*) 

To me, 'In thy hem I dwell: look there!" • Quoth I, "Whtres my heart, 
ah where? ah where?'" 


When Maymunah heard these lines from the Ifrit, she said, ‘Thou 
bast done well, O Dahnash! But say thou w^ch of the two is the 
handsomer?” And he answered, "My mistress Budur is band' 
somer than thy bdoved!" Cried Maymunah, “Thou liest, O 
accursed. Nay, my beloved ia more b^uhful than thine!” But 
Dahnash petsisted. "Mine is the fairer.” And they ceased not 
to wrangle and challenge each other's words till Maymunah cried 
out at Dahnash and would have laid violent hands on him; but 
he bumbled himself to her and, softening his speech, said, "Let 
not the truth be a grief to thee, and cease we this talk, for ^ we 
say is to testify in favour of oiir lov-ers; rather let each of us witb- 


. ‘ ibr lit* «dy-bwk>i in rhe *«™i, “Ntn 

i»»yV ^ «fidy ait- pirt of wnJy, k5tlin»-*’hiih {ned 

thi pmper <iqm«t R^ftr and S«‘Sd ilw mnnin* 

wptamn (or bln»xi) Tull mExaniu'' ^ 

1 iLllttM. fnwtiBtira) nnd BJifi, « aiaQ c»ltd "AW 

«l.WalMr. ihrtyle qf tke c»md’* hair ftent) leul A'lnih (Namarlic) m oppoted «> Ami* 
(Awb letiM «■ ftotJ. Ther nlll boatt wirii Ibn Abb*#, emnib of M^^ammcnl, ihtt they 
hivc kercblcfs fnoi turband*^ fat crowiii, tntu fet hiHiKS, taoyt far widli, ■wqnl* fw 
icirrcs 4iid posmt Inr mdjtcr* or imitcn Uwi^ 
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draw the and seek we one who shail judge fairly betw^n 
us which of the two be fairer i and by his sentdoe we^wiU abide. 

"I agree to this," answered she and smote the earth with her foot, 
whereupon there came out of it an Ifrit blind of an eye. hum^ 
backed and scurvy'skinned, with eye-orbits slit up and down 
face.^ On his head were seven horns and four locks of hair M 
to bis heels; his hands were pitchfork-like and his legs masjiijte 
and he had nails as the claws of a lion, and feet as the hoofs ™ the 
wild ass.* When that Ifrit rose cfut of the eirth and sighted ^y' 
munah, he ki^ the ground before her and, standing with bis 
hands dasped behind him, said, "What is thy wj, O my mis¬ 
tress, O daughter of my King?'** She replied, "0 K^s^fcash, 1 
would have thee judge between tne and this accursed Dahn^. 
And she made known to him the matter, frocn 6rst to last, wheie^ 
upon the Ifrit Kashkash looked at the face of the youth and th^ 
at the face of the girl; and saw them lying asloep, embraced, 
each with an arm under the other's neck, alike in beauty a^ 
bvelincss and equal in grace and goodlmep. The Marid gazed 
long upon them, marvellmg at thdr seemhhead; ^d, a^r care¬ 
fully observing the twain, he turned to Mayraunah and Dabnash, 
and repeated these couplets. 


** 00 , visit her thou lovest. and regard not 
The vroreb detractors utter; enviouj thuris 
Can never favour love. Obt sure the Mtrdftil 
Ne'er made A thing mere fair to lodt upon. 

Than two fond lovers m Qch cdiers arira. 

Spoking their paasioo in 3 mute embrace. 

When heart has turned ro heart, the foiJs wniM part then 
Strike idly on cold steel. So when thou st found 
Ctee purely, wholly thine, accmi her true heart. 

And Uwe for ber alcstit Oh! thou that blamesi 
The love-struck for dnar love, giw o'er thy 
How caiut thou minisicc to a mind diseased. * 


It h iIk AkiwI 


»Thli is « pccuGtrily of the Jinn tribe when wearisB hiSeoa* 

Imiitifallv ih*peA Jhe *** 

them, u I lesrnt by eiperienee when tryns »» «. l„ _hJ- 

*=Shc b^tig djiuiih tcT cbf Kinj of Jiniit - Ti. 
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Then he cui&ed a^un to Maymuxiah and Dahnaah and said to 
them, “By AUalu it you will have the truth, I tdl you fairiy the 
twain be equal in b^uty, and lovelmess and perfect grace and 
goodliness, nor can I m^e any difference between rhi»m ac' 
count of their being man and woman. But I have another thought 
which is that we wake each of them in turn, without die know* 
ledge of the other, and whichever is the more enamoured gbq| | 
1» held inf eiior in seemlihead and comeliness,” Quoth Maymunah, 
“Right is this recking," and quoth Dahna^ “I consent to this." 
Then Dahnash c han ged himself to the form of a flea and bit 
Kamar al'Zaman, whereupon he started from sleep in a fright. 

• —And Shahra^d perceived the dawn of day and ceased* to 
say her pennitted say. 


SHtlcn it faaK Ifie ^ne J^unbrrh atth Cigtup-tfifch 

^ said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that Dahnash 
cl^ged himself to the form of a flea and bit Kamar al^Zaman 
who started deep in a fright and rubbed the bitten part, 
his neck, and scratched it hard because of the smart. Then 
turning sideways, he found lying by him something whose breath 
^ sweeter than musk and whose skin was sofe than cream. 
Hertot marvelled he with peat marvel and he sat up and looked 
at what lay beside him; when he saw it to be a young lady like 
an ^on pearl, or a shining sun. or a dome seen from afar on a 
well'bdlt wall; for she was five feet tali, with a shape like the 
letter Alif^p bosomed high and rosy-'cheeked; even as saitli of her 
the poet. 


AmiM, J foot iKc or mruf dtpmtd ^ery hr 

Jj. wJiiEh wn chop by oihtf imtiamri. nnmclv ihr bull's hrnd; and whl^ 
cufflre fc™. csjxeully ibr PhRi}u.'tan, bccime s voVe. Tq ininicrq:i "Alif' ‘* Tr~tt rt <inc 
or ntic tlwwiE^ It tbhEnts rhe tmtitionul bwioura ofAJ^* (ju «K)oRd 

prt^td but voabuLuT ,till CnV {ari«.ltr»» fir-bom-l^k « 

_ Mwialf neV ihqll know 

More rtuin auuined rtf otil tbe OinV^mt, Rqw, 
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‘'Four thing* which oe'ei' conjoin, unles it U * Tg storm my vimls actd to 
shed my blood: 

Brow white as day and tresies btitek as night * Cheeks rosy red and bps 
winch smilis o'edlood." 

And also quoch another, 

“A Moon she rises, Wdlow^wand she waves, • Breathes Ambergns. and 
a GaseUe; 

MeseeiDS that sotrow* woes my heart and wins * And, when she wendeth 
bastes therdn to dwelir' 

And w'hctt Xamar aL'ZamaQ saw the Lady Budur, daughter of 
King Ghayur, and her beauty and comeliness, she was sleeping 
dad in a shift of Venetian silk, without her p^cicoaC'tFousers, 
and wote on her head a kerchief embroidered with gold and sec 
with stones of price; her ears were hung with twin earrings 
which shone like constellations and round her neck was a collar 
of union pearls, of sise unique, past the competence of any King, 
When he saw this, tu$ reason was confounded and natu^ heat 
began to stir to him; Allah awoke in him the di^re of coition 
and he said to hims^, “‘Whatso Allah willeth, chat shall be, 
and what He willeth not shall never be!" So saying, he put 
out his hand and, turning her over, loosed the collar of her 
chemise; then arose before his sight her bosom, with its breasts 
like double globes of ivory; whereat his indinatioii for her re¬ 
doubled and he desired her with exceeding hot desire, He 
would have awakened her but she would not awake, for Dahnash 
had made her sleep heavy; so he shook her and moved her, 
saying, "O my beloved, awake and look on me; I am Kamar 
al'Zaman." But she awoke not, neither moved her head; where- 
upon he considered her case for a long hour and said to himself, 
"If I guess aright, this is the damsel to whom my father would 
have married me and these three years past I have refused her; 
but Inshallah!—God willing—as soon as it is dawn, I will say to 

Eiim, ‘Many me to her, that I may enjoy her.'"-^And Shahia'- 

®ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to eay her permitted say. 

{Qbm it teatf the €>nt iO^unhreb attb Cigfitp-ftnirt^ 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar 
al'Zaman said to himself, “By Allah, when I see dawn I will say 
to my sire, ‘Marry me to her that I may enjoy her'; nor will I let 
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half the day pass eit 1 posesa her and take my fill of her beauty 
and loveltDesa/' Then he bent over Budur to busa her, whereat 
the Jiimiyah Maymunah tiembled and was abashed and Dahnash, 
the Ifrit, was like to fly for joy. But, as Kamar al'Zainan was 
about to kiss her upon the mouth, he was ashamed before Allah 
and turned away his head and averted his face, saying to his heat^ 
"Have patience/' Then he took thought awhile ana said, "1 will 
be patient; haply my father when he was wroth with me and sent 
me to this jail, may have brought my young lady and made her 
lie by my side to try me with her, and may have charged her not 
to be readily awakened when I would arouse her, and may have 
said to her, 'Whatever thing Kamar al'2aman do to thee, make 
me ware thereof; or belike my sire standeth hidden in some stead 
whence (being himself unseen) he can see all I do with this young 
lady; and tO'morrow he will scold me and cry, 'How cometh it 
that thou sayest, I have no mind to marry; and yet thou didst 
kiss and embrace yonder damsel?' So 1 will withhold mysdf lest 
I be ashamed before my sire; and the right and proper thing to 
do i§ not to touch her at this present, nor even to look upon her, 
except to take from her somewhat which shall serve as a token to 
me and a memoiiat of her; that some endure between me 
and her” Then Kamar al'Zaman raised the young lady's hand 
and took from her little finger a seal'iing worth an im m e n s e 
amount of money, for that its bezel was a precious jewel and 
around it were graven these couplets, 

“Count not due I your pnmuses forgjac, * Despite the lengdi of your 
delintpiencies: 

Be generouB, O iny lord, to tne indioing; * Haply your tnouth and dicdb 
these Ups may kiia: 

By Allah, ne’er i»il] 1 njmquish yoa • Albc you uriU transgtes love's 
boundaii^" 

Then Kamar al'Zaman took the seal'iing from the L'lde finger of 
Queen Budur and set it on Eiis own; then, turning his back to her, 
went CO sleep. ‘ When Maymunah the Jinniyah saw th is , she was 
glad and said to Dahnasb and Kashkash, “Saw ye how my beloved 
Kamar 3l'2jainan bore himself chastely towards this young lady? 
Verily, this was of the perfection of his good gifts; for observe 
you twain how he looked on her and not^ her benuty and lovC' 


* The jmng oun imusi htTe bc«jt e dcnfUii of dwdtr. 
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Imess* * and yet embraced her not ndther ld$^ ber nor put hi& 
hand to her, but turned his back and 8lq>t," Answered they, 
"■Even 5o!" Thereupon Maymunah changed herself into a flea 
and entering into the raiment of Budur, the loved of Dahnaih* 
crq>t up her caH and came upon her thigh and, reaching a place 
some four carats* bdcw her navel, there bit her. Thereupon ahe 
opened her eyes and sitting up in bed, saw a youth lying beside 
her and breathing heavily in his sleep, the loveliest of Alnughty 
Allah’s creaturea, with eyes that put to shame the fairest Hoiiris 
of Heaven; and a mouth like Solomon’s seal, whose water was 
sweeter to the-taste and more efficacious than a theriack, and lips 
the colour of coral-stone, and cheeks bkc the blood-red anemone, 
even as saith one, describing him in these coupleta, 

"My mind’s withdrawn from Zaymb iiuJ Njwir* * By msy dudu thit 
growth of myrtle bear, 

I love a fawn, a tvek-vested boy, * And leave the love of brjeclet-wearing: 
Fail: 

My mate to hall and eUxet is unlike * Her that I play with, as at htsoe we 

Oh who tdam'st my fbght from Hind and Ziynab, • The catisc is dear 
as dawn uplifting aurl 

Would’st have me fare“ a slave;, the tbraiL of thrall, * Cribbed, pent, eoti- 
£neti behind the bar and wail?" 

Now when Princess Budur saw him, she was sedz^ by a transport 

of passion and yearning and iovc-longing,-And Shahratad per' 

ceived the dawn of day and tsased saying her permitted say. 


BBhcn it toakt ©nt 3&tinl>ttb aitii 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that wl^ 
Princess Budur saw Kamar al'Zaman she was forthwith sdted 
with a transport of passion and yeamihg and love-longing, and 
she said to bereelf, ‘‘Alas, my shame! Hiis is a strange youth 


^ A«b. "Eilt” fcTjm M^twv* rJ. han^ dw wfti of tbc Afemi prwfitariyt, ui wc^hc 
• 1*0 to thjice (Etigliih) gnbks; in fingcr-Jsrwiih hoxf 24 bcu^ 

total. The Moslem Kyitcin U cTidttriI)r Ujiiuatid from tht R^vnan 

* N Bind, of wofRA. 

■Arab, tEt- he flie c?cnsn«) Uk<r (bt tou tn the morning) 

fhc tpent the md "Wta'* iht ipent the night], an- UiiMidciUr ie *«1 

for ”i)Q be 1*1 iiijr itaic, to cmidnuE^”’ fdthout of time or kcixul 
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arid I know hnn not. How oometh he to be lying by my side 
cut one bed?” Then she looked at him a s^nd time and, 
noting his beauty and loveliness, said, “By Allah, he is indeed 
a comely youth and my heart* is wcU'tiigh tom in sunder with 
longing for him! But alas, how am I shamed by him! By the 
Almighty, bad I known it was this youth who sought me in mar' 
riage of ray father, I had not rejected him, but had wived ivtth him 
and enjoyed his loveliness!” Then she gazed in his face and said, 
“O my brd and light of mine eyes, from sleep and take 

thy pl^urc in my beauty and grace.” And she moved him with 
her hand; but Maymun^ the jinniyah let down sleep upon him 
as it were a curtain, and pressed heavily on his head with her 
wings so that Karaar al'Zaman awoke not. Then Princess Budur 
shook him with her hands and said, “My life on thee, hearken to 
me; awake and up from thy sleep and look on the narcissus and 
the tender down thereon, and enjoy the sight of naked waist and 
navel; and touzle me and tumble me fmm this moment till break 
of day! Allah upon thee, O my lord, sit up and prop thae 
the pillow and slumber not!” Still Kamar al^Zaman made her no 
reply but breathed hard in his sleep. Continued she, “Alas! Ai^! 
thou art insolent in thy beauty and comeliness and grace and 
loving looks! But if thou art handsome, so am I handsome: what 
then is this thou dost? Have they taught thee to flout me or hath 
my father, the wretched old fello^w,* made thee swear not to speak 
to me to-ni^t?” But Kamar al'^rman opened not his mouth 
neither awoke, whereat her passion for him redoubled and Allah 
inflamed her heart with love of him. She stoic one glance of eyes 
that cost her a thousand sighs: her heart fluttered, and her vitals 
throbbed and her hands and f^c quivered; and she said to Kamar 
al'21aman “Talk to me, O my lord! Speak to tnc, O my friend! 


• Ilf. “my Ptct:" wfilell TifCVS. ind nQf itic hcjH, U hdll iht KIE of pisaian ; 3 ftacy 
dicing Innn the nidnt day*. Thcoentv* «yi of Heirutef, "In lili hver Love Kail fired 
1 wotind (Zd>j. ^iLJ+ In t}ic to mmnJ lirer md qsj 

{lib, Tij.). So Horace (Odes,!. 2 ) ^ hit Lidn J«ur nfid xhe PcTBnn bcln^ evident 

flugcasTf- Thi^ Idta vju long ttid ine iiuJ in 5h.alu!$pcju«:— 

AJu, then l^ivc may bff called nppeiit*, 

N'a Gdodan of the Bver but die piiiaR. 

■ A mtrrvEJIthilt itPdeh of nttotv, Icsre aurdn^ iflvetion: thr lamc trail mU ttppetr In 
tht hfttT mnd both UJitAcnnf the d«p Itdian uyirtf, ^'Antcif dikti-nde* wki Mccflde.* 
The fuTtiicr } I down iht: Uton^cr i t bcotfisi'pii of ^^Jurd-punent for gr&nii-chlld ^lul 

WTJJ. 
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iNnswtr me, O my beloved, and tdJ me tby name, for incfced thou 
hast ravished my witf* And during this time he abocfc 
drowned in sleep and answered her not a word, and Princess Bu- 
dur sighed and said, “Alas! Alas! why art thou so proud and self' 
satisfied?” Then she shook him and turning his hand over, saw 
her seal-ring on his little finger, whereat she cried a loud cry, and 
followed it with a sigh of passion and said, ‘*Abck! Alack! By 
Allah, thou art my bdoved and thou lovest roe! Yet thou seemest 
to turn thee away from me out of coquetry, for all, O my darling, 
thou earnest to me, whilst I was asleep and knew not what thou 
didst with me, and tookest my seal-ring; and yet I will not 
it off thy finger.” So saying, she opened rhe bosom of his shirt 
and bent over him and kissed him and put forth her hand to him, 
seeking somewhat that she might take as a token, but found 
nothing. Then she thrust her hand into his breast and, because of 
the smoothness of his body, it slipped down to his waist and thence 
to his navel and thence to hisyard, whereupon her heart ached and 
her vitals quivered and lust w'as sore upon her, for that the desire 
of women is fiercer chan the desire of men,^ and she was ashamed 
of her own sham elf^ifiriejs . Then she plucked his seal-ring from 
his finger, and put it on her own instead of the ring he had taken, 
and bussed his inner lips and hands, nor did she leave any part 
of him unkissed; after which she took him to her breast and 
embraced him and, laying one of her hands under his neck and 
the other under arm-pit, nestled close to him and fell adeep by 

his side.--^And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 


1 phi, ci^iiee ciF flie unlvcr^nl Emi nt ortcf ticC iiftrsct. As 
that iMHticti'i passion n ten ibnei man'* TPSlimma^e, ii. 282 >, it t* anfwt. 

The woty ihm thst wlilk i^omen ha« n«=e ptileproBcnirivenea, men have him 
wstlvcncB: QiherwijK the Isicei waW not pwposc uid woulii nurw the doll and Iwhy. 
F.h, however, in lowJrioB lioiita, Cfee Fenian MHendenn vcr«t» i^ ^wsui Indtrjn 
Malahsr eempifed wiih MariUndimii; CalS^i* « opiVBetl lo Utih and HiKnaU)! 
Earpt ooiwrsKed wiih .AiaMa. In these hoT-damp cUmatn the Tcmreil raimrctnenu 
mod reprodu&tive ptTwxti flf ihr fonil-c tlf excewl those <jf the ihaIc, asd 
dlwluteaH ol roimli wtrtili} be pheownnwl, wc« it wH obriHcii bf i^cluson, ibc Mbre 
MBd the rfToWcTa In oAd-drj w hot^nippotiiniwi Uadi the fwe« » h*ncc 

Poi^umy there tmrv^iUi whSit tht lew require pc^lymndry in other Form^ 

Of illcanJ (Juf. pmbturiem). I Have di KUBwd thi* OtHouS point of 

ifar all mwaiitT is. lite rai 5 fd«i«p both teocTTphlc^ snd m 

ifltdnretinK to ihc th=r attidKit df tthki the in^fopologHEj in The of 

the Ssinti.” But ftringe and u.nplc»ad[ iruthi pft^res iloiily* e^sedally m rfia t wTirl 
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raijtti it imK lijf ©nr i^inlrrci antt €igblp-tfwtti 

said. It reached me, O auspidoua King, that when 
Prmcess Budur M asfeep by the side of Kamar al-Zaman after 
<famg which she dfd, quoth Maymunah to Dahnash, "Sawst 
thou. O accur^d, how proudly and coquettishly my beloved bore 
himscU, and how hotly and passionately thy mistress showed 
to my dearling? There can be no doubt that my beloved 
IS handOTmer than thine; nevertheless 1 pardon thee.*’ Then she 
doannent of manumission and turned to l^hiash 
and said ‘ C^, help Dahnasfa to take up his mistress and aid him 
to carry her back to W own pboe, for the night waneth apace and 
^erc_ IS but ktle left of it." "I hear and I obey;" answered 
bo ^ two Ifnts went forward to Princess Budur and 
upniismg her away with her; then, bearing her bade to 
^ own p1^ they Imd her on her bed, w-hilst Maymunali abode 
alone with K^ar al'Zaman garing upon him as he dept, till the 
lught was alt but spent, when she w'cnc her way. As soon as 
***?ruf® morrowed, the j^ce awoke from sleep and turned right 
a^eft, but found not the maid^ by him and said in his mmd. 

Wfet IS business? It is as if my father would incite me to 
mamage with the damsel who was with me and have now taken 
to the intent that my desire for wedlock may 
Rouble. Th^ he called out to the eunuch who slept at the 
door, saying. Woe to thee, O damned one, a rfV at oncel” So 
the eunu^ rose, bmused with sleep, and brought him basin and 
ew. whereupon Kamar al-Zaman entered the water-closet and 
did his need;' then, coming out made the Wuzu-ablution and 


* niorFiifl* eT««jritin h eefisdensi, hi efte E-^t, a tiv aui non rf Wa,. w fita 
^I^Induni arc unaBinmu in ihrir cpiniott pf thf “Ewiri iaiw" f*. thev tnS™*™ ™ 

i^KEiin^f^ riio^vn ut minute twite ■ lUy, .vciub, » ,a u 

Cat k coMdpirim ntd r^njl JlmmiBE r^ten. 

^ fliolcT^ in Oetolw, 1831. an a «ce fnm 

J=r wJ« dine -itWt . "dJnnET-pIlL^^™ „ 

1* -^n«t » thff p«pk ^ re.u]«tan aIrho«,h^e 

Afnewt UK it dxir H> 'urn bcIlT," u the Bwiney-men »^AnA » 

» Pfap«e die pfoce* b under the miehr 1«« «,t. F™L, iTS 
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pt^yed the dawn-prayer, after which he sat telling cm his beads the 
ninety'and'tiine names of Almighty Allah. 11^ he looked up 
and, seeing the eunuch standing in service upon him, said, “Out on 
thee, O ^wab! Who was it came hither and took away the 
young lady from my side and I still sleeping?" Asked the eunuch, 
"O my lord, what manner of young lady?" "The young lady 
who lay with me last night,*' replied Kamar al'Zaman. The 
eunuch was startled at his words and said to him, “By Allah, there 
hath been with thee neither young lady nor other! How should 
young lady have come in bo thee, when I was sleeping in the 
door^y and the door was locked? By Allah, O my lord, neither 
male nor female hath come in to th^!" Exclaim^ the Prince, 
"Thou best, O pestilent slave!: is it of thy competence also to 
hoodwink me and refuse to tdl me what is become of the young 
lady who lay with me last night and decline to inform me who 
took her away?” Replied the eunuch (and he was a^righced at 
him), "By ABah, O my lord, I have seen neither young lady nor 
young lord!" His words only angered Kamar al^Zaman the 
more and he said to him. "O accursed one, ray father hath indeed 
taught thee deceit! Come hither," So the eunuch came up to 
him , and the Prince took him by the collar and dashed him to the 
ground: whereupon he let fly a loud fart’ and Kamar al^Zaman, 
kneeling upon him, kicked him and throttled him till he fainted 
away. Then he dragged him forth and tied him to the well-toj^ 
and let him down like a bucket into the well and plunged turn 
into the water, then drew b’m up and lowered him down again. 
Now it was hard winter weather, and Kamar al^T^aman cea^d not 
to plunge the eunuch into the water and pull him up again and 
douse him and haul him whilst he screamed and callra for help; 
and the Wnce kept on saying "By AUah, O damned one, I will 
not draw ^ee up out of this w^ till diou tell me and fully 
acquaint me with the story of the young lady and who it was took 
her away, whilst I slq>t.'’'——And Sh^ratad perceived the dawn 
of day and c^sed saying her permitted say. 


• Till- EerpBiui nudim- Ciiinot refridn Iii5in tlii* characteriitie ptHtimntriti Hid feidin* 
it MI b Alwmyt foltowed tv t«« cf Uniliai. E™ teriw* wri ten like ALHcnii dp pcij 
u 1 huTc tK][«dr d£spiK Uhr 
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It \Eui €>ttt s^unbrtb flub €i8&lp.srtfnit» ^igbl, 

said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar 
al'Zaman said to the eimuch, “By Allah! 1 will not draw thee 
up out of this Well until thou tell me the story of cKp young lady 
and who it was took her away whilst I slept.'* Answered the 
eunuch, after he had seen death sraring him in the face; “O my 
lord, let me go and I will relate to thee the truth and the whole 
tale* So fCamar al'Zaman pulled him up out of the well, ah 
but dead for suffering, what with cold and the pain of dipping and 
dousing, drubbing and dread of drowning, tie shook like cane 
in hurricane, his teeth were clenched as by cramp and his clothes 
were drenched and his body befouled and tom by the rough sid^ 
of the well: bri^y he was in a sad pickle. Now when Kamar 
^'Zaman saw him in this sony plight, he was concerned for him; 
but. ^ soon as the eunuch found himself on the floor, he said to 
him, O my lord, let me go and doff my clothes and wring I’h^ni 
out ^d spread them in the sun to dry, and don oth^s; after 
which I wul return to thee forthwith and tell thee the truth of the 
^swered the Prince, “O rascal slave! hadst thou not 
sem death face to face, never hadst thou confessed to faa nor 
told me a word; but go now and do thy w'ill, and then come 
to me at once Md tell me the truth.’* Thereupon the eunuch 
went out, hardly crediting his escape, and ceased not ninnine 
stabling and i^'ng in hh haste, till he came in to King Sbahrim^ 
whom he found sitting at calk wichhisWazir of Kamar al'Zaman’s 
c^. The King was saying to the Minister, *1 slept not last 
w concerning my son, Kamar al-Zaman, and 

indeed 1 fear lest some barm befal him in chat old tower. What 
g^ was there in imprisoning himr Answered the Wadr 
Have no ^re for him. By Allah, no harm will befal him! 
None at all! Leave him in prison for a month till his temper 
>^eld and his spirit be broken and he return to His senses.** As 
the two sjwke behold, up rushed the eunuch, in the aforesaid 
pUghi^ to the King who was troubled at sight of him: and 

t Sultan! Verily, thy son's wits arc fled 

and he hath geme mad: he hath dealt with me thus and thus, so 
that I am ^omc m thou seest me, and he kept saying, ‘A young 
lay wiA me this night and stole away secretly whilst I slept. 
Where IS she? And he insisteth on my kiting him know where 
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she is anc) CiO my tellir^ him who cook her away. But 1 have seen 
ndcher girl nor boy; the door was locked all trough the night, 
for I slept before it with the key under my head, and I opcn^ to 
him tn ^ morning w'ith my own band When King Shahriman 
heard this, he cried out, saying, ‘‘Alas, my son!;’* and he was 
enraged with sore i^e against the Wazir, who had been the cause 
of all this case arid said to him. “Go up. bring me news of nay son 
and see what hath befallen his mind/’ So the Waxir rose and, 
stumbling over his long skirts, in his fear of the King’s \math. 
hastened with the slave to the tower. Now the sun had risen and 
when the Minuter came m to Kamar aJ'Zaman. he found him 
sitting on the couch recrtrng the Koran; so he saluted him and 
seated himself by side, and said to him, ’’O my lord, this 
wretched eunuch brought us tidings which troubled and alarmed 
us and which incensed the King ” Asked Kamar al-Zaman, “And 
what hath he told you of me to trouble my father? In good sooth 
he hath troubled none but me/’ Answer^ the Wazir, “He came 
to us in fulsome state and told us of thee a thing which Heaven 
forfend; and the slave added a lie which it betitteth not to repe^. 
Allah preseive thy youth and sound sense and tongue or elo* 
tmence, and forbid to come from thee aught of o£Fcnce!“ Quoth 
the Prince, “O Wazir, and what thing did this pcsdleiit slave say 
of me?" The Minister replied, “He told us tnat thy wits had 
token leave of thee and thou wcmldst have it that a young lady lay 
with thee last night, and thou wast instant with h^ to tell thee 
whither she went and thou diddest torture him to that end/* But 
when Kamar al'!Zaman heard these words, he was enraged with 
sore rage and he said to the Wazir, “’Tis manifest to me in very 

deed that you people taught the eunuch to do as he did”-^And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her pep 
mitted say, 

SRfitn if l^nbreb anb £ig^tp-efsfil^ iSfgbt. 

She said. It hath niched me, O auspicious King, chat when Kamar 
al'Zaman heard the words of the Wazir he was enraged with sore 
rage and said to him, “ Tis manifest to me in Xi'ery deed that you 
people taught the eunuch to do as he did and forbade him to tdl 
me what became of the young lady ^o lay with me last night. But 
thou, O Wazir, art cleverer than the eunuch: so do thou cell me 
without stay or delay, whither went the young lady who slept on 
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luy bosom last o^ht; for it was you who sent her and bade her 
in my embrace and we lay together till dawn; but, when I awoke, 
I found her not. So where is she now?" Said the Wazir, “O 
my lord Komar aJ'Zaman, Allah’s name encompa^ thee aboutl 
By the Almighty, we sent none to thee last night, but thou 
Jayest alone, with the door locked on thee and the eunuch sleeping 
^hind it, nor did there come to thee young lady or any other. 
Regain thy reason, O my lord, and stablisK thy and occupy 
not thy mind with \’aniti€a,” Rejoined Kamar al'Zaman who wae 
mcensed at hu words, “O Wazir, the young lady in question is my 
Woved, the fair one with die black eyes and rosy checks, whom I 
held m my a^s all last night. So the Minister wondered at his 
liTOrds and asked him, “Didst thou see this damsel last night with 
'^1 j sleep?" Answered Kamar al'Zaman, 

I j old man, dost thou fancy J saw her with my ears? 

todee^ I saw her with my very eyes and awake, and 1 touched 
her with my h^d, and I watched by her fuD half the night, feeding 
my vision on her bputy and loveliness and grace and tempting 
ioo^. But you Md schooled her and charged her to speak ra) 
word to me; so she feigned sleep and I lay by her side till dawn, 
when I awoke ^d found her gone." Rejoined the Wazir. "O my 
lord Kamar al'21aman, ^ply thou sawest this in thy sleep* it 
must have been a delusion of dreams or a decepdon caused by 
^g van^D^^kmds of food or a suggestion of the accursed 
devils. Cried the Pnnee, O pestilent old man! wilt thou too 
make a m^ of me and tell me this was haply a of 

dreams, when that eunuch confessed to the young lady, saying. 
At once I^will return to thee and tell thee all about hcr^‘” With 

3t the Wazir and gripped 

hold of his beard (which was long') and. after gripping 


bwtl Iintl Ijitfc. u ■ uvriu tlim)gh«ur the £ui tofim w 
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twisted his b^nd in it and haling him off the couch, threw him on 
the ffoor. It seemed to the Mimster as though his soul departed 
his body for the violent plucking at his b^id; and Kamar al' 
Zaman ceased not kicking the Wazir and basting his breast and 
libs and cu^g him with open hand on the nape of his neck dll he 
had weli'ttigh beaten him to death. Then said the old man in his 
mind, '* *Just as the eunuch'slave saved his life from this lunatic youth 
by idling him a lie, thus it is even fitter that 1 do likewise^ else he 
will destroy me. So now for my lie to save myself, he being mad 
beyond a doubt." Then he turned to Kamar al'Zaman and said, 
“O ray lord, pardon me; for indeed thy father charged me to con* 
ceaJ from th^ this affair of the young lady; but now I am Vi’eak 
and weary and wounded with tunding; for 1 am an old man and 
lack strength and bottom to endure blows. Have, therefore, a little 
padenoe with me and I wilL tell thee all and acquaint thee with 
the story of the young woman." Whra the Prince beard this, he 
left off drubbing him and said, '‘Wherefore couldst thou not tdl 
me the tale untff alter shame and blows? Rise now, unlucky old 
man that thou art, and tdl me her story " Quoth the Wasir, 
“Say, dost thou ask of the young lady with the fair face and 
perfect form?" Quoth Kamar al'Zaman, “Even so! Tdl me, 
O Wadr, who it was that led her to me and laid her by my 
side, and who was it that took her away from me by night; 
and let me know forthright whither she is gone, that I mysdf 
may go to her at once. If my father did this deed to me that 
he ought try me by means of that beautiful girl, with a view to 
our marriage, I consent to wed her and free myself of this trouble; 
for he did all these dealings with me only because I refused wed' 
lock. But now I consent and I say again, I consent to matrimony: 
60 tell this to my fadier, O Wazir, and advise him to marry me to 
that young lady; for I will have none other and my heart lovet h 
none save her alone. Now rise up at once and haste thee to my 


4 icvcTC moTHficaiKsn^ cspeciiBy t* Sliaykhi And who ftot cmlj- Inak upew ^ bevd 
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un ui AM with 1 cTow in oixc h&od And a tad Am iti the other, IuibkH^ 
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father and counsel him to hurry on our wedding and bring me his 
answer within this very hour.” Rejoined the Waiir, ' nrifi weUl'’ 
and went forth from him, hardly believing himself out of his hands. 
Then he set off from the tower, walbrj and tripping up as he 
went, foiT evfpss of fright and agitation, and he ceased not huny' 

ing be came in to King Shahriman,-And Shahratad per* 

c£ived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

Slbtit ft blast the (i^te anb fighTp^nintft 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Wazir 
fared forth from the tower, and ceaski not running till he came in 
to King Shahriman, who said to him as he sighted him, "O thou 
W'azir, what man hath brought thee to grief and whose mischief 
hath treated thee in way unlief; how happeneth it that I see thee 
dumb'foundered and coming to me thus astoxmded?” Replied 
the Wazir, “O King! ! bring thee good news.” “And what is 
it?” quoth Shahhman, and quoth the Wazir, "Know that thy son 
Kamar al'Zaman's wits are clean gone and that he hath become 
stark mad." Now when the King heard these words of the Mini¬ 
ster, light became darkness in his sight and he said, ”0 Wazir. 
make dear to me the nature of his madness." Answered the 
Wazir, “O my lord, I hear and I obey." Then he told him that 
such and such had passed and acquainted him with ail that Ills son 
had done; whereupon the King said to him, “Hear, O Wazir, the 
good tidings which I give thee in return for this thy fair news of 
my son's tnsamty; and it shall be the cutting olf of thy head and 
the forfeiture of my favour, O most rU-omened of Wazirs and 
foulest of Emirs! for I feci that thou hast caused my son’s dis¬ 
order by the wicked advke and the sinister counsel thou hast 
given me first and last. By AIkh, if aught of mischief or madness 
have befallen my son 1 will most assuredly nail thee upon the 
p^ce'dome and make thee drain the bitterest draught of deathf’ 
Then he sprang up and, taking the Wazir with him, fared straight 
for the tower and entered it. And when Kamar al-Zaman saw 
the two, he rose to his father in haste from the conch whereon he 
sat and kissing lus hands drew back and hung down his head and 
stood before him with his arms behind him, and thus remained for 
a full hour. Then he raised his head towards his sire; the tears 
gushed from his eyes and streamed down his cheeks and he began 
r^>eating. 


Tale of Kauaa. al-Zaman. 


“Forgive the ^ 'ncsitb which my iimba ^ trEmbliae, 
for the eUve scehj for mercy fnxn ha m aMr r; 

I've (lone a fauli^ whkh caUe for free confesaioii. 

Where aluJl it cdJl for mercy, inci largivenfsB?”' 


the King heard this, he arose and embraced his ao n, and 
tissing him between the eyes, made him sit by his side gn the 
couch; then he ti^ed to the Wazir and, looking on him with 
eyes of W'rath, said, “O dog of Waairs, how didst thpu say of 
my son such and such things and make my heart (|uake iof 
him?” Then he turned to the Pnnee and said, "O tny mo, what 
e Called? He answered, ”0 ray father, thw day is th e 

febbath, and tomiorrow is First day; then come Second day* * 
Third. Fourth, Fifth day and Lisdy Friday,”* Exclaimed the 
King, ‘O my son, O Kamar al'^Zaman, prai^ be Allah for the 
preservation of thy reason? What is the present month cal^ in 
oim Arabic?” “Zu'hKa'adah,” answered Kamar al'Zaman, “and 
it is followed by Zul'hijjah; then cometh Muharram, the n Safar, 
dien Rabi a the First and Rabi'a the Second, the two Jamadas, 
Rajah, Sha’abaa, Ramaian and Shawwil," At rhi<T the King 
rejoiced exceedingly and ^at in the WaaVs face, saying, "O 
wicked old man, how canst thou say that ray son is mad? And 
now none is mad but thou.” Hereupon the Minister shook his 
head and would havespoken, but bethought himself to wait awhile 
and sec what might next bcfal. Then the King said to his rhild^ 
”0 my son, what words be these thou saidest to the eunuch and 
the Wasir* declaring, T was sleeping with a fair fla mse l rh t* 
nightr* What damsd is this of ■whom thou speakest?" Then 
Kamar al-Zaman laughed at his fath£r’‘3 words and replied* “O 
my father, know that I can bear no more jesting; so add me not 
another mock or even a single word on the matter, for my temper 
hath waxed short by that you have done with me. And know, O 
my father, with assured knowledge, that 1 consent to marry, but 
on condition that thou, give me to wife her who lay by my side 
this night; for I am certain it was thou sentest her to me and 


* I quote Tmeot fp, -WIOJ u tines hew Doemred m Nletit 
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madest me in love with her and then despatchedst a message to 
her before the dawn and tookest ha away from beside ©c ” Re' 
joined the Kinft ‘‘fTfcg Bame of AhaH encomp^ thee dberut, 

O my son, and be thy wit preserved from wittessness!”- 

And Shahr^d perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say, 

IBJjen if Uiaif the 0nt ^uiiticeh onb ^intriet^ 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth King 
Shahrhnan to his son Kamar al'Zaman, '*The name of Allah en* 
compass thee about, O my son, and be thy wit preserved from 
wideness! What thing be this young lady whom thou fanciest I 
sent to thee last night and then again that I sent to withdraw her 
from thee before cbwn? By the Lord, O my son, I know nothing 
of this affair, and Allah upon thee, tell me If it be a delusion or 
dteammg or a deception caused by indisposition. Bor verily thou 
layest down to slc^ last night with thy mind occupied anent 
marriage and troubled with the talk of it (Allah damn maniage 
and the hour when 1 spake of it and curse him who counselled it!) i 
and without doubt or diffidence 1 can say that being moved in 
mind by the mention of wedlock thou dreamedst that a handsome 
young lady embraced thee and didst fancy thou sawest her when 
awake. But alt this, O my son, is but an imbroglio of dreams." 
Replied Kamar al-Zaman, “Leave this talk and swear to me by 
Allah, the All-creator, the Omniscient: the Humbler of the tyrant 
Caesars and the Destroyer of the Chosroes, that thou knowest 
naught of the young lady nor of her woning-place." Quoth the 
King, "By the Might of Allah Almighty, the God of Moses and 
Abraham, I know naught of all this and never even heard of it; 
it is assuredly a ddusion of dreams thou hast seen in steep." 
Then the Prince replied to his sire, “1 will give thee a self-evident 
proof that it happened to me when on wake."——^And Shahrazad 
perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

IRhen ft the K^unbreb anb i}inetp*fir0t 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar 
al'Zaman said to his sire, "I will give thee a self'evidcnt proof that 
this happened to me when on wake. Now let me ask thee, did it 
ever bom any man to dream that he was battling a sore battle and 
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after to awake from deep and find in his hand a sword'blade be* 
smeared with blood? Answered the King, “No, by Allah , O my 
son, this hath never been." Rejoined Kamar ab Zaman , "1 will 
bell thee whac happened to me and it was this, Meseemed 1 
awoke from sleep in the cuddle of the past night and found a girl 
lying by my side, whose form was hke mine and whose favour was 
as mine. 1 embraced her and turned her about with my hand and 
took her seal'ring, which I put on my finger, and she pulled off 
my ring and put tC on here. Then 1 went to by her side, 
but refrained from her for shame of thee, deeming chat thou hadst 
sent her to me, intending co tempt me with her and incline me to 
mamage, and suspecting thee to be bidden somewhere whence 
thou couldst see what I did with her. And 1 was ashamed even 
to kiss her on the mouth for chy account, thinking over this temp¬ 
tation to wedlock; and, when J awoke at point of day, 1 found no 
trace of her, nor could I come at any news of her, and there befel 
me what thou knowest of with the eunuch and with the Waiir. 
How then can this case have been a dream and a delusion, when 
^e ring is a reality? Save for her ring on ray finger I should 
indeed have deemed it a dr eam ; but here is the ring my little 
finger; look at it, O King, and see what is its worth/' So saying 
he handed the ring to his father, who esamined it and tum^ it 
over, then looked to his son and said, "Verily, there is in this ring 
some mighty mystery and some strange secret. What befel thee 
last night with the girl is indeed a hard nut to crack, and [ know 
not how intruded upon us this mtnider* None is the cause of all 
this pother save the Waiir; but, Allah upon thee, O ray son, take 
patience, so haply the Lord may cum to gladness this thy grief 
and to d)y sadness bring complete relief: as quoth one of the 
poets, 

'Haply shall Fortune draw her rein, and bring * Fair chance, for ehc it 
changeful, jealnui, vain: 

StiQ I may woo my want and wishes win, * And see oti heela of cm 
unfaio, the fain.' 

And now, O my son, I am certified at this hjour that thou art not 
mad: but thy case is a strange one which none can dear up for 
thee save the Almighty/* ^ed the Prince, “By Allah, c5 my 
father, deal kindly widi me and seek out this young lady and 
hasten her coming to me; else 1 shal) die of woe and of my death 
shall no one know.“ Then he betrayed the ardour of his passion; 
and turned towards his farher and repeated these two coupletc. 
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"If your promise of personal call prove irotruc, * Deign in viaion to grant 

mi! ^ ; 

Quoch ihcy. 'How can pkiTwim' Appe^ to the si^hi * Of 1 ymiih, whose 
sight ts fordone^ penJu^r"' 

Then, after ending his poetry, Kamar a]-2aman again turned to 
his father, with submission and despondency, and shedding tears 

in doodp began repeatirtg these lines.^-And Shaluaad perceived 

the da\iTi of day and c^sed to say her permitted say. 


JB^en it toas ttie ©ne ®unhrrt mib iJtnetp-Sccflitli 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when 
Kamar al-^Zaman had repeated to Ids father these verses, he wept 
and complained and groaned from a wounded heart; and adided 
these lines, 

“Beware that eye-glanct whkh hath magic might; * Wherever turn tbnse 
orte It bars our flight: 

Nor be deceived by low sweet TOict, that brreds • A fever festering in the 
heart and 5pritci 

So soft that silky skin^ were kmc to totich ii • She'd cry and tear-drops 
raifl for pain and tright: 

Did Zephyr t'eti in sleep pass o'er her land, • Seemed he*d choose to dwdj 
in scented site: 

Her necldete vie with tmkling of W belt; ^ Her wrists strike either wristlel 
dumb with spite: 

When would her bangles buss those rings in car, * Upon the loverV cync 
high myatencs ’Eight; 

Vm hfamed for lave of her, nor pardon clainii * Eyes are not profiting which 
lack foresight: 

Heaven strip thee, blimcr mincf unjust art thou; * Before; this fawn must 
every eye low bow.^* 


* Arab 'Tayf"«pJianii:>m, ihc nwHc approach w our Hur qiwr remnant 
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After which he said, ‘"By Allah, O tsy father, 1 cannot endure 
to be parted from her isvcn for an hour/' The King smote hand 
upon hand and exclaimed, “There is no Majesty aj^ there is no 
Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great! No cunning cod' 
trivance can proht us In this affair." Then he took his son by 
the hand and carried him to the palace, where Kamar al'Zaman 
lay down on the bed of languor and the King sat at his head, 
weeping and mourning over him and leaving him not, night or 
day, til] at last die Wazir came in to him and ^d, “O King 
of the age and the time, how long wilt thou remain shut up with 
thy son and hide thysdf from Ehy troops. Haply, the order of 
thy realm may be deranged, by reason of thine ab^ce from thy 
Grandees and OSicers of State. It behoveth the man of under" 
standing, if he have vanous wounds in his body, to apply him 
first to medidne the most dangerous; so it is my counsd to thee 
that thou remove thy son From this place to the pavilion which is 
in the palace overlooking the sea: and shut thyself up with him 
there, setting apart in every week two days, Thursday and Monr 
day, for state receptions and progresses and reviews. On these days 
let thine Emirs and Waztrs and Chamberlains and Viceroys and 
high Officials and Grande of the realm and the rest of the levies 
and the lieges have access to thee and submit their aff^rs to thee; 
and do thou their needs and judge among tlum and give and take 
with them and bid and forbid. And the rest of the week thou 
shalt pass with thy son, Kamar al'Zaman. and cease not thus doing 
till Allah shall vouchsafe reh'ef to you twain. Think not, O King, 
that thou art safe from the shifts of Time and the strokes of 
Change which come like a traveller in the night; for the wise man 
is ever on bis guard and how well saith the poet, 

‘Them deemetht well of Time when days wenc well, * And fearedsc not 
what iUs might bring thee Pate r 

The Nights so fair and restful cozened thee. • For peaceful Nights brin|i 
woe# (rf heavy wdght 

Oh duldren of mankind whom Time befriends, * Beware of Time*# deceits 
or aeon or Urei’ 

When the Sultan heard his Wazir's words he saw that they were 
nght and deemed his counsel wise, and it had effect upon him for 
he feared lest the order of the state be deranged; so he rose at 


* Tbe tint two cwjilci* the qiuiuaia (or octave) io S'lghi nxv. 




3J4 AtF Lavlah wa Laylas. 

DDoc aiiU bade transport his son ffoni his sick room to the paviHon 
in the palace overlcpoking the sea. Now this palace was girt 
round hy the waters and approached by a cauwway twenty 
cubits wide. It had windows on all sides commanding an o^ap' 
view; iu floor was paved with parti'coloured marbles and its 
ceiling was painted in the richest pigments and figur^ with gold 
and bpis-laculi. They furnished it for K amar ai'Zaman with 
splendid upholstery, embroidered rugs and carpets of the richest 
silk; and they clothed the walls with choice brocade and hung 
curtains bespangled with gems of price ■ In the midst they srt 
liiin a couch of iiinipcT*''Wood inlaid with pearls and jewels, and 
Kamar abZaman sat down thereon, but the excess of his concern 
and passion for the young lady had wasted his charms and ema' 
dated his body; he could neither eat nor drink nor sleep; and he 
was like a man who had been rick twenty years of sore sideness. 
His father seated himself at his head, grieving for him with the 
deepest grief, and every Monday and Thursday he gave his Wadrs 
and Emirs and Chamberlaixvs and Viceroys and Lords of the realm 
and levies and the rest of his lieges leave to come up to him in 
that pavilion, So they entered and did their several service and 
duties and abode with him till the end of the day, when they went 
their ways and the King returned to his son in the pavilion whom 
he left not night nor day; and he ceased not doing on this wise 
for many days and nights. Such was the case with Kamar 
ab Z-^m an, son of King Shahriman; but as ntgarefe Princess 
Budur, daughter of King Ghayur, Lord of the Isles and the Seven 
Palaces, when the two Jinns bore her up and laid her on her bed, 
she riept rill daybreak, when she awoke and sitting upright 
looked right and left, but saw not the youth who had lain in her 
bosom. At this her vitals fluttered, her reason fled and she 
shrieked a loud shriek which awoke all her slave'girls and nurses 
and duennas. They flocked in to her; and the chief of them 
came forward and asked, “What aileth thee, O my lady?" 
Answered the Princess, "O wTetched old woman, where is my 
beloved, the handsome youth who lay last night in my bosom? 
TcU me wlu'ther he is gone," Now when the duenna heard th^ 
the L'ght starkened in her sight and she feared from her mischief 
with sore affright, and said to her, “O my Lady Budur, what 


■ Arab. HcL ^bich Luther tiie A, V. o^&n^te "heatll," 
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unseemly words are these?'* Cried the Princess. ‘‘Woe to thee, 
pestilent crone that thou aitt I ask thee ag^ where is my 
^ove^ the goodly youth with the shining face and the slenda 
form, die jetty eyes and the joined cyebn:^ who lay with me 
last night from supper'tide until near daybreak?" She rejoined, 
"By Allah, O my lacly, 1 have seen no young man nor any other. 
I conjure r hfy. carry not this un»em]y jest too far kst we all lose 
our hves; for perhaps the joke may come to thy father’s ears and 

who shall then deliver us from his hand?"-And Shahratad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

Hhtn ft the 0 m Imnhreh anh ^tnefp-tlittli 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the di^nna 
bespake the Lady Budur in these words, "Allah thee, O my 
lady! cany not this unseemly jest too far; for perh^ it may aime 
to thy father's cars, and who shall then deliver us from his hand?" 
The Princess rejoined, “In very sooth a youth by with me las 
night, one of the fairest-faced ^ men." Exclaimed the duenna, 
“Heaven preserve thy reason! indeed no one by with thee bst 
night," Tnereupoo the Princess looked at her h^d and, finding 
K^ar al-2aman*s seal-ring on her finger in stead of her own, said 
to her, “Woe to thee, thou accursed! thou traitress! wilt thou lie 
to me and teU me tlmt none by with me bst night and swear to 
me a falsehood in the name of the Lord?" Replied the duenna, 
“By Allah 1 do not lie to thee nor have I sworn falsely-'* Then 
the Princess was in^nsed by her words and, drawing a sword she 
had by her, she smote the old woman with it and slew her;’ 
whereupon the eunuch and the waiting-women and the concubines 
cried out at her, and ran to her father and, without stay or deby, 
acquainted him with her case. So the King went to her, and asked 
her, “O my daughter, what aileth thee?"; and she answered, 
"O my father, where is the youth svho lay with me last night?” 
Then her r^son fiod from her bead and she cast her eyes riglu: 
and left and rent her raiment even to the skirt. When her sire 
saw this, be bade the women by hands on her; so they seised 
her and manacled her, then putting a chain of iron about her 


* In the oLJ iaJi etc Bfc&t- Edit Ciii- 330’i the Pritvctit beiti the 
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n^ck, made her fast to one of the palacc'Windotro and there left 
her.' Hius far coneeming Princess Bvidur; but as regards her 
father. King Ghayur, the world was straitened upon him when he 
saw? what befalls his daughter, for that he loved her and her 
case was not a little grievous to him. So he summoned on it the 
doctors and astrologers and men skilled in talisman-writing and 
said to them, "Whoso healeth my daughter of wfhat ill she hath, 
1 will marry him to her and give him half of my kingdom; but 
whoso cometh to her and cureth her not, I will strike off his head 
and hang it over her palace-gate,'* * Accordingly, all who went in to 
her, but failed to heal her. he beheaded and hung their heads over 
the palacc^atcs, till he had beheaded on her account forty doctors 
and crudficd forty astrologers; wherefor the general held aloof 
from her, all the physicians having failed to medicine her malady; 
and her case was a pursle to the men of science and the adepts in 
cabalistic characters. And as her longing and passion redoubled 
and love and distraction were sore upon her, she poured forth 
tears and repeated these couplets, 

fondjiesr, O lay moon, for th«e my foeman is, * And to tby comiado' 
ship the nights my thought compel: 

lit gloom I bide with iini timt fianiEs netow my ribs, * Whose lowe I make 
omipaciBon ynth heat «if Hd): 

Fm plagued with eotaa str^ nf pine and Ecstasy; * Nor ckaiest tiOOft' 
tide can that bomd pain dispd.'' 


Then she sighed and repeated these also, 

-Rjlpma fto' me to friends in c^-eiy stead; * Indeed to ail dear friends do I 
tiudine; 

Salams, hut noe salams that bid adieu: * Salams that growth of good foi 
>’DU design: 

{love you dear, indeed, nor less your land, * But hide I far from every need 
or mine!*' 

And when the Lady Budur ceased repeating her poetry, she wept 
rill her eyes waxed sore and her cheeks changed form and hue, 
and in this condition she continued three years. Now she had a 
fostcT'brother, by name Mar:uww,‘ who was travelling in far 


^ Ths» 11 uriil po|»u 1 af Edltftn freatmern tif iKr? IRtanc, 
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Eands and absent from her the whole of this time. He loved her 
with an exceeding love, passing the tcFve of brothers; so when he 
came back he went in to his mother and asked for his sister, the 
Princess Budur She answered him, “O my son, thy si^er hath 
been smitten vhth madness and hath passed these three years 
with a chain of troD about her neck; and all the physicians and 
men of science have failed of healing her/' When Maixawan 
heard these words he said, *'l must needs go in to her; pexad' 
venture 1 may discover what she hath, and be able to medicine 
her;" and his mother replied, "Needs must thou visdt her, bur 
wait till tO'morrow, that 1 may contrive some thing to suit thy 
case." Then she went aToot to the palace of the Lady Budur and, 
accosting the eunuch in charge of the gates, made him a present 
and said to him, *^1 ha^'e a daughter, w^ho was brought up with 
thy mistress and since then I married her; and, when that befel 
the Princess which befd her, she became l^ubled and sore con- 
cerned, ] desire of thy favour that my daughter may go in to 
her for an hour and look cm her; and then return whence she came, 
so shall none know of it.” Quoth the eunuch, “This may not be 
except by night, after the ung hath visited his child and gone 
away; then come thou and thy daughter." So she kissed the 
eunuch's hand and, returning home, waited till the morrow at 
nightfall; and when it was time she arose and sou^t her son 
Martawan and attired him in woman's apparel; then, taking his 
hand in hers, led him towards the pabce, and ceased not walking 
with him dll she came upon the eunuch alter the Sultan had oided 
his visit to the Priocess. Now when the eunuch saw her, he rose 
to her, and said, "Enter, but do not prolong thy stay!" So they 
went in and when Marzawan Eiehcld the Lady Budur in the afore' 
said p%ht, he saluted her, after his mother had do^cd his woman's 
garb: then he took out of their satchel books he had brought 
with him; and, lighting a wax'candle, he began to recite colain 
conjurations. Thereupon the Princess leaked at him and recognis' 
ing hhu, said, "O my brother, thou hast been absent ott thy 
travels, and thy news have been cut off from us." He replied, 
“True! but All^ hath brought me back safe and sound, 1 am now 
minded to set out again nor hath aught delayed me but the news 
I hear of thee; wherefore my heart burned for thee and I came 
to thee, so haply I may free thee of thy malady." She rejoined, 
"O my brother, thinkest thou it is madness adeth meT* 
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answered he, and she said. '‘Not so. by AiJah! 'tiseven as saith 
the poet, 

'Quoth they Thou rav’rt on bnn^ thou Uw'st’: quoth 1, * The swoets of 

love irt only for th* insanef „ . , , i - i,* 

Love never maketh Tunc hi* friend befriendi * Only the Jinn-atmck wight 

Audi booo cin ijaint . » 

Weil! yta. I'm bring him who madded me • And, ir he cure my 

inidncfifl^ bLAm^ reatrainJ 

Then she let Marzawan know that she was love-daft ^d he ^d, 
“Tell me concetning thy tale and what befel thee: haply 
may be in my hand something which shall be a means ot ^ 

liverance for thee.”-^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 


CHbtn it IwaS tfte ^ne ?&unhreh anh ,^£netp-foufth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Mamwan 
thus addressed Princess Budur, “Tell me concerning thy tale and 
what befel thee: haply Allah may inspire me with a means of 
deliverance for thee." Quoth she. ”0 my brother, hear my 
which is this. One n^ht 1 awoke from sl^p, in the last third of 
ie night’ and, sitting up, saw by my side the han^mest of 
youths that be, and tongue faileth to describe him, for he was as a 
willow-wand or an Indian rattaji'Cane. So tnethought it was my 
father who had done on this wise in order thereby to try me,^ for 
that he had consulted me concerning wedlock, when the Kings 
sought me of him to wife, and I had refused. It this thought 
withheld me from arousing him, for 1 feared that, if I did aught or 
embraced him, he would peradventure inform my father of my 
doings. But in the morning, I found on my finger his seal-ring, in 
place of my own which he had taken. And, O my brother, my 
heart was seized with love of him at first sight; and, for the 
violence of my passion and bnging, 1 have never savoured the 
taste of sleep and have no occupatiem save weeping alway and 
repeating verses night and day. And this, O my brother, is my 
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story and the cau£c of my madness/* Then she poured forth team 

and repeated these coupietSp 

"‘Now Lc?ve hMt banisbcd all that hi^d delights • With that h^arc^iubbling 
faiwa my joys took flight: 

Lightest of triflea Wood to him • Who wastes the vitals of the haplfitt 
wjghil 

Fof him Tin jeakm* of mj sight and thought; * My luart acts spy upoo 
lay thought and sight: 

Those long-lashfid eyelids ram on me thdr dbafts * Gudcfuli deairoytng 
hearts wbeteW they light: 

Now, while my portkm in ihc world endurea^ • Shall I bdbolEl him ere I 
quit wortd-^site? 

What bear I for hia sake Fd hide^ bur tears • Betray sny feelings to the 
spy's despitghjt^ 

When ncar^ our union seemeth ever far: * When far^ my thoughts to him 
aye ofaresc are.** 


And presently she continued, '*5cc then, O my brothext how thou 
tHRyest aid me in tiune afflictioriH*^ 5o bowed his head 

ground'wards awhile, wondering and not knowing what to do, 
then he raised it and said to her, '^'AH thou hast spoken to me I 
hold to be true, though the case of the young man pass my tinder^ 
standing: but I will co round about ah lands and will seek for 
wh^ may heal thee; haply AUah shall appoint thy healing to 
at my hand. Meanwhile, take padence and be not disqiheted. 
Thereupon Marawan farewellcd her, praying that she might be 
constant left her repeating these couplets. 


“"Thine image evtar cDcnp^ei my sprite, • For all thou*^ft distant ftmn the 
pilgnms sight: ^ 

But ray hcait-wisbcs e*tr attract thee near: * What is die lighoimgs speed 
to Thought s swift flight? 

Then go not thmi, nay very light of eyes * Whkii* wlicfi thou'jt gone, lack 
aU the Kohl of light" 


Then Marzawan returned to his mother’s house, where he pas^ 
the night. And when the morrow dawned, having equipped him' 
self for his journey, he fared forth and cea s e d not faring from city 
to city and from island to island for a whole month, till he came to 
a town named AI'Tayrab.* Here he went about scenting news 
the townsfolk, so haply he might light on a cure for the Princess s 
malady, for in every capital he entered or passed by, it was reported 
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chat Queen Budur, daughter ot King Ghayur, had lost Hct wits. 
But airivxng at Al'Tayrab city^ he heard that Kamar al'^ rnan , 
son of King Shahrimiin, was fallen sick and afllicced with melan- 
choly madness. So Maizawan asked the name of the Princes 
capital and they said to him, "It is on the Islands of Khalidan 
and it Heth distant from our city a whole month’s pumey by sea, 
but by land it is six months* march," So he went down to the sea 
in a ship which was bound for the Khalidan Isles, and she sailed 
with a mvouring breeie for a whole month, till they came in sight 
of the capital: and there remained far them but to make the land 
when, behold, there came out on them a tempestuous wind which 
carried away the masts and rent the canvas, so that the saila fell 

into the sea and the ship capsized, with all on board,-And 

Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


IShen ft fhtr anh ^inctp-fiftl] i^ight. 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
ship capsized with all on board, each sought his own safety; and 
as tor Marzawan the set of the sea carried him under the King's 
palace, wherein was Kamar al'Zaman. And hy the decree of 
destiny it so happened that this was the day on which King 
Shahriman gave audience to his Grandees and high officers, and 
he was sitting, with his son's head on his lap, vfhibt an eunuch 
fanned away the flies; and the Prince had not spoken neither 
had he eaten nor drunk for two days, and he was grown thinner 
than a spindle,' Now the Wazir was standing respectfully a-foot 
near the latticed window giving on the sea and, raising his eyes, 
saw Marzaw^an being beaten by the billows and at his last gasp; 
whereupon his heart was moved to pity for him, so he drew near 
to the King and moving his head towards him said, "I crave thy 
leave, O King, to go down to the court of the pavtb'on and open 
the water-gate that I may rescue a man who is at the p>oint of 
drowning in the sea and bring him forth of danger into deHver' 
ance; peradventure, on this account Allah may free thy son from 
what W hath!" The King replied, “O thou Wazir, enough is 
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which hath befallen my son through thee and oda thine 
account. Haplyt tf thou rescue this drowning man, he will come 
to know* our aJTairs, and look on toy son who is in this state and 
exult over tne; but I swear by Allah* that if this half-drowned 
wretch come hither and leam our condition and look upon my 
son and then fare forth and speak of our secrets to any, I will 
assuredly strike otf thy head before his; for thou, O my Minister, 
art the cause of ail ti^ hath betided us, first and last. Now do 
as thou wilt.” Thereupon the Wasir sprang up and, opening 
the priv’ate postern which gave upon the sea, descended (o the 
causeway; then walked on twenty steps and came to the water 
where he saw Marzawan nigh unto death. So he put out h^ 
hand to hifn and, catching him by his hair, drew him ashore in 
a state of insensibility, with belly full of water and <eyts half out 
of his head. The Warir waited till he came to himself, when he 
pulled off his wet clothes and dad him in a fresh suit, coverit^ 
his head with one of his servants' turbands; after which he said 
to him, "Know that I have been the means of saving thee from 
drowning: do not thou requite me by causing my death and thine 

own."-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


{Sfien it ttje €>iir $mnbrcfi anb ilinetp>Si'xtfi Jtight. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when the 
Wasir did to Martawan what he id, he thus addressed him, 
“Know that I have been the cause of saving diee from drowming, 
so requite me not by causing my death and thine own " Asked 
Marzawan, “And how so?"; and the Wazir answered, “Thou art 
at this hour about to go up and pass among Emirs and Wazirs, 
all of them silent and none speaking, because of Kamar al'Zaman, 
the son of the Sultan." Now when Marzawan heard the name of 
Kamar al'Zaman, he knew that this was he whom he had heard 
spoken of in sundry cities and of whom he came in search, but 
he feigned ignorance and asked the Wazir, “And who is Kamar 
al'Zaman?" Answered the Minister, '*He is the son of Sultan 
Shahriman and he is sore sick and lleth strown on his couch rest' 
less alway, eating not nor drinking neither sleeping night or day; 
indeed he is nigh upon death and we have lost hope of hLs living 
and are certain that he is dying. Beware lest thou look Coo long 
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on him, or thou look on any place other than that where thou 
sett^ thy feet: else thou art a lost man, and I also," He replied, 
**Allah upon thee, O Waair, I implore thee, of thy favour, ac' 
quaint me touching this youth thou describest, what is the cause 
of the condition in which he is." The Wasir replied, *^1 know 
none, save that, three years ago, his father required him to wed, 
but he refused; whereat the ICing weis wroth and imprison^ him. 
And when he awoke on the morrow, he fancied that during the 
night he had been roused from sleep and had seen by his aide a 
young lady of passing loveliness, whose charnas tongue can never 
express; and he assured us that he liad plucked of her seal'dr^ 
Emm her linger and had put it on his own and that she had done 
likewise; but we know not the secret of all this business. So by Al' 
lah, O my son, when thou comest up with me into the palace, look 
not on the Prince, but go thy way; for the Sultan's heart is full of 
wrath against me " So said Manawan to himself, “By Allah; 

is the one 1 sought!" Then he followed the Watir up to the 
palace, where the banister seated himsell at the Prince's f^; but 
Marzawan found forsooth nothing to det but go up to Kamar al- 
Zaman and stand before him at gaze Upon liiis ihc Wazir died 
of affright in tus skin, and kept looking at Marzawan and dgnal' 
ling him to wend his way; but he feigned not to see him and gave 
not over gazing upon Kamar al'Zainan, till he was wdl assured 

that it was lacked he whom he was seeking,-^And Shahnuad 

peredved the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


tthnt ft tht li^nbreh anb iitjilit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when Mar' 
Zawan looked upon Kamar al'2kiman and knew that it was indeed 
he whom he was seeking, he cried, “Exalted be Allah, Who hath 
made his shape even as her shape and his complexion as her 
complexion and his cheek as b^ chedcl" Upon this Kamar 
aJ-'Z^an opened his eyes and gave earnest ear to his speech; 
and, when Marzawan saw him indiojng to he repeated these 
ccFupletsS 
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**| sec thcc fiJl of wng and nUutt and love* own ccsiasy; 

Delighting 111 aJJ utc chantii of lwfislitte«r 

Art nnit by' stroke of Love or h.ith shaft'diot wounded thee? 

Kone save the wounded evij show such signals of distness! 

Ho tho«( crown the wine-cup and amg me singuLsr 
Praises to Sulaymi, AI-Rahib. Tan'oum addrest;’ 

Go round the grape-vine sun* which for manaion hath a jar; 

Whose East the cup-boy is, and here my mouth that opes for West 

|*m jcdcFUS of the very clothes that dare hp side* enroll 
When dtc veils hex dainiy body of the ddicatcat grace: 

] envy every goblet of her lips that taketh tolU 

When she seta the Itisiing-cup or that sweetest kisamg-place. 

Bui deem not by the keep-edged scymitar I*m aUtn— 

The hurts and harms I dree are from arrow* of her eyes. 

1 found her hrtger'tip4i as 1 met her once again, 
l^ep-reddened with the juke of the wood that cuddy dy«;* 

And mkd, *Tby palms thou siainedst when far Away was I 
And this is how thou payest one distracted by his pinci 

Quoth she (enkindling in my heart a flaine that burn^ hi^ 
Speaking as one who canryot hide of kmgitig love the sign), 

'By thy life, this is no dye used ffir dyeiag; so forbear 
Thy blame, nor ui chargmg me with falsing Love peisist! 

'But when upon our parting-clay 1 saw thee haste to fare,^ 

The while were bared my hand and my elbow and my wrist; 

'I shed a flood of blood-red tears and with fingers hrushel away: ^ 
Hcna blood-rcddcncd wme the tips and still blood-rod they remaio. 

Had I wept before ^ wept, to my Joogiisp-ltwe a proy. 

Before repentance came, E had quit asy soul of pain; 
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But dw before 1 wept and I wept to sec her cafe 

And I saidp "All the mtiit appemins to precedentf ^ 

Blaine me not fdr Iming hen now on ^If of Love I fiweaf 

For her sake* * for ber omyp thac pam5 my aOuJ torraenc. 

She liath alJ the tere of L nlctnnn ^ aiuj Yn^ur^ beauty Itef; 

Sweet singer David a voice and Maiyain''s chastity : 

While Fve aJI Jacdb*i memming and JemahV prison'grief, 

And the suffciingv of Jcb and old Adam s history: 

Yet kUI her not, albeit of my love for het I die; 

But ask her why my blood to her was tiwfuL ask hi:r why?” 

When Marsawan rcdted this ode, the words fell upon Kamar 
al'Zaman s heart as iresbness after fever and returning health; 
and he sighed and, turning his tongue in his mouth, said to bis 

sire, “O my father. Jet this youth come and sit by my si^,"- 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceas^ to say her 
permitted say, 

IBheii it has Ifjc tf?nt S^URirch nnli 

Slw said, Jt hath rea^ me, O auspidous King, that Kamar 
al'Zaman said to bis sire, tny father, allow this youth to come 
and sit by my side." Now when the King heard these words 
from his son, he rejoiced with exceeding joy. though at the first 
his heart had been set against Marzawan and he Iiad determined 
^at the stranger's head needs must be stricken off; but when he 
heard Kamar al'Zaman speak, his anger left him and he arose and 
^wing Marzawan to him, seated him by his son and turning to 
him said, “Praised be Allah for thy safety!" He replied, “ARal, 
prestp'e thee! and preserve thy son to thee!" and called down 
blessings on the King. Then the King asked. “From what 
country art thou?"; and he answered, "Fmtn the Islands of the 
Inland Sea, the kingdom of King Ghayur, Lord of the Isles and 
the Seas and the Sev^n Palaces." Quoth King Shahriman, 
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“Maybe thy coming shall be blessed tt> my son and Allah vouch¬ 
safe to heal what is in him/' Quoth Marzawan, “Inshallaht 
naught shall be save what shall be well!" Then turning to Kamar 
al'Zaman, he said to him in his car unheard ol the King and his 
court, "O my lord! be of good cheer, and hearten thy heart and 
kt thine eyes be cool and dear and, with respect eo Iict for whose 
sake thou art thus, ask not of her case on thine account. But 
thou keptest thy secret and fellcst ack, while she told her secret 
wd they said she had gone mad; so she is now in prison, with an 
iron chain about ho* neck, in most piteous pli^t; but, Allah 
willing, the healing of both of you shall come from my hand/' 
Now when Kamar al'Zaman heard these words, his life rctumKi 
to him and he took heart and felt a thrill of joy and signed to his 
father to help him sit up- and the King was like to fiy for glad' 
ness and rose Imsdly and lifted him up. Presently, of his fear for 
his son, he shoolc the kerchief of disrm'ssal^; and dl the Emirs and 
Waiirs withdrew; then he set two pillows for his son to kan upon, 
after which he bade them perfume the palace with saffron and 
decorate the city, saying to Martawan, “By Allah. O my son, of a 
truth thine asp^ be a lucky and a bless^!" And he made as 
much of him as he might and called for food, and when they 
brought it, Matzawan came up to the Prince and said, “Rise, eat 
with me." So he obeyed him and ate with him, and all the while 
the King invoked blessings on Manawan and said, '^How auspi¬ 
cious is thy coming, O my son!" And when die father saw his boy 
eat, his joy and gladness redoubled, and he went out and tcjid the 
Prince's mother and all the liousehold. Then he spread through¬ 
out the palace the good news of the Prince's recovery and d^e 
King commanded the dccoraticm of the dty and it was a day 
of high fesoW. Marzawan passed that night with Kamar al' 
Zaman, and the King also dept with them in joy and delight 

for his son’s recovery..-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


it tnati t^e ^tnhreb anli iifnrtp-nintfr 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that King Shah- 
riman also passed that night with them in the excess of his joy for 
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his son 5 recovery. And when the nest Enommg dawned, and tbs 
King had gone away and the two young men were left alone, 
Kamar ai-Zaman told his story from beginning to aid to Marxa* 
wan who said, “In very sooth 1 know her with whom thou didst 
foregather; her name is the Princess Budur and she is daughter to 
King Ghayur." Tlien he related to him all that had pass^ with 
the Princess from first to last and acquainted him with the exces¬ 
sive love she bore him, saying, “All that bcfel thee with thy father 
hath befallen her with hers, and thou art without doubt her be¬ 
loved, even as she ia thine; so brace up thy resolution and take 
heart, for I will bring thee to hex and unite you both anon and 
deal with you even as saitb the poet. 


“Alt* to lover adverse be his love, ■ And sksw aveitsion howm may be 


care; 


Nr&l'W I 

Yet will 1 rtiiijuge diat tiitdr persons^ meet, • E'en the pivot of % sdssQC- 

paif. * 


And he ceased not to comfort and solace and encourage Kamar al- 
Zaman and urged him to eat and drink dll he ate food and drank 
wine, and life returned to him and he was saved from his ill case; 
and Marsawan cheered him and diverted him with talk and songs 
and stories, and in good time he became free of his disorder and 
stood up and sought to go to the Hammam.^ So Man^wan cook 
him by the hand and both went to the bath, where they washed 

their bodies and made them clean.-And Shahraaad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


it teas the l&tim 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Kamar 
aJ-Zaman, son of King Shahriman, went to the Ha mmam , his 
father in his joy at this event freed the prisoners, and presented 
splendid dresses to his grandres and bestowed large almjgifts 
upon the poor and bade decorate the city seven days. Then 
quoth Mareawan to Kamar al-Zaman, “ICnow, O my lord, that 
1 came not froto the Lady Budur save for this purpose, and the 
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object of my journey was to deliver her from her present case; 
and it remained! for us only to demise how we may get to her, 
since thy father cannot brook the drought of parting from thee. 
So it is my counsel char to'moirow thou ask his leave to go abroad 
hunting. Then do thou take with thee a pair of saddte'bags full 
of money and mount a swift steed, and l^d a spare horse, and 
1 will do the like, and say to thy sire, ‘1 have a mind to divert 
myself with hunting the desert and to see die open country and 
there to pass one night/ Suifer not any servant co follow us, for 
as soon as we reach the open country* we will go our ways.” 
Kamar al'Zaman rejoiced in this plan with great joy and cried, 
**lt is good/* Hien he stiffened his back and, going in to his 
father, sought his leave and spoke as he had been tau^t, and die 
King consented to bis going forth a-hunting and said, “O my son, 
blessed be the day that restored! thee to h^th! 1 will not gain' 
say thee in this; but pass not more than one night in the desert 
and return to me on me morrow; for thou knowest that life is not 
good to me without thee* and indeed I can hardly bclicA-e thee to 
be wholly recovered from what thou hadst,* because thou art to 
me 35 he of whom quoth the poet, 


*Albe by me t had thnni^ diiy and night * Solomon's carpet and tbs 
CtuHion' tn^bt, 

Both were in va.lu« leas than 'wing of gnat, * Unless these eyne could hold 
thee aye m sight"'* 

Then the King equipped his son Kamar al-'Zaman and Maixawan 
for the excursion, bidding make ready for them four horses, try 
rtther with a dromed:^ to carry the money and a camel to bear 
die water and beUy-timber; and Kamar al-Zaman forbade any 
of his attendants to follow him. His father fareweUed bioi and 
pi^essed him to his breast and kissed him, saying, "I ask thee in 
the name of Allah, be not absent from me more than one night, 
wherein sleep will be unla wful to me, for I am even as saith the 
poet. 


^ TEe wEjtrdi uiH are irHndjp' Av^dci! cbeu diikisim ju 
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*1110(1 prescat, io the Iiea%'cf] of Iwaveni ] dweli; * Beatins thin^ 
u of hdls my Mdl: 

PJedgccI be for thre my soul! If love for thcc • Be cfTme, my r nme i» of 
ihs fellest fdL 

bum thy heart u buros jr mine, • Dopmed ni^r and day 
GehcnnA'fUe to meU?' '* 

i^swered Kamar al-Zaman, “O my father, Inshallah, I will lie 
abroad but one nightf** Then he took leave of him^ and he and 
Manawan mounts and icading the spar^ horses^ tbe dtx7n3cdary 
with the moni^y and the camel with the watser and Actual, turned 

thpr faces towards the open country;-And Shahrazad pet^ 

ceived the dawning day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


IBttn it taafi the CTtno S^iintireh anh JTir^t 

gie said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar al- 
^axnan and hdarzaw^an fared forth and turned their faces txrwards 
the co^try: and they travelled from the first of the day rilj 
nigbtrall, when they halted and ate and drank and fed their beasts 
and rested awhile; after which they again took horse and 
not Journeying for three days, and on the fourth they came to a 
roadous tract wherein was a thicket. They ali^ted in it and 
htaawan, taking the camd and one of the horses, slaughtered 
and cut off their flesh and stripped their bon^. Then he 
dotted from Kamar al'^aman his shirt and trousers which he 
smeared with the horse’s blood and he took the Prince s coat 
which he tore to shreds and befouled with gore; and he cast them 
down m the fork of the road. Then they ate and drank and 
^undng set forward again; and. when Kamar al'Zaman ask^ 
Jrfiy this w^ done, and said. ‘‘What is this O my brother, and 

f^r ^ Marzawan replied. “Know that thy 

father, when wc ^vc outstayed the second night after the night 
for which we had ^ feve, and yet we return not, will mount and 
foUow ui our track ^ he come hither; and, when he happeneth 
upon this blood which I have spilt and he seeth thy diirt and 
troiOT rrat and gore-foulcd, he wfll fancy that some aeddent 
tefel thfx from bandits wild'beasts: so he will give up hope of 
ee and to his aty^ and by this device we shall win our 

wishes. Quoth Kamar al'Zaman, “By Allah, this be indeed a 
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rare device! Thou hast done nght weH”^ Then the two fared 
on dayrs and rughts and all diat w'hde Kamar al'Zaman did 
naught but complain when he found himsdf abne, and he ceased 
cot weeping tiu tJiev drew near their journey's end, when he 
rejoiced and repeatea these verses, 

'* *WiU tyrant play with truac fnend who of thfe each hour, * And 
after fihcmdng bve-desiie betray indiffetEnoe? 

May I forfeic every favour if in iove I fahed thee, * IT tbee t left, ahaodim 
me by way of ruccittiperise: 

But Tve b™ guiby of no criine such harBhnfflft to deserve, • And if I aught 
offended thee f bring my penitenoe; 

Of Fortune's wonders one it is thou bast abandoned me; * But Formne 
never wcaheth of showing wondermenca.** 

When he had made an end of his veises, Mareawan said to him, 
“Look! these be King Ghayur's IsUcds;" whereat Kamar 
al'Zaman joyed with exceeding joy and thanked him for what 
he had done, and kissed him between the eyes and so^ed him, 

-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 


IBhcn U tcag l$e l^unbrth anb ^cconb 

She said, It hath reached me, O au^idous King, that when 
Maraawan said “Look! dvese be the Islands of King Ghayur;” 
Kamar al'Zaman joyed with exceeding joy and thanked him for 
what he had done and kissed him between the e>'es and strained 
him to his bosom. And after readimg the Islands and entering 
the city they took up fhelr lodging in a khan, where they rested 
three days from the fatigues of their wayfarc; after which Marsa' 
wan carried Kamar al'‘^man to the bath and, clothing him in 
merchant's gear, provided him with a gsomantic tablet of gold,* 


* The ikulute VHiii cf insralitT WHi €fial dFccoata Ifi the ™ing mnn is su^rpoied 
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with a set of astrological insmimeacs and with an astrolabe of 
silver, plated with gold. Then he said to him, "Arise. O my lord, 
and take th7 stand under the walls of die King's palace and cry 
out, 1 am the ready Reckoner; 1 am the Scrivener; I am he 
who weeteth the Sought and the Seeker; I am the finished man 
of Science; I am the Astrologer accomplished in experienced 
Where then is he that secketh?’ As soon as the King hea^ret h 
this, be will send after thee and carry thee in to his daughter the 
Princess Budur, thy lover; but w’hen about going in to her do 
thou say to him, Grant tne three days' delay, and if she recover, 
give her to me to wife; and if not, deal with me as thou 
with those who forewent me.' He will assuredly agree to this, so as 
soon as thou art alone with her. discover thyself to her; and when 
^e seeth thee, she will recover strength and her madness will cease 
from her and she will be made whole in one night. Then do thou 
give her to eat and drink, and her father, rejoidng in her recovery, 
will marry thee to her and share tus kingdom with thee; for he 
hath imposed on himself this condition and so peace be upon thee.” 
Now when Kamar al'Zaman heard these words he exdaimed, 
"May I never lack thy benefits!", and, taking the set of instruments 
aforesaid, salbed forth from the caravanserai in the dress of his or¬ 
der. He walked on till be stood under the walls of King Ghayur's 
palace, wh^ he began to cry out, saying, "I am the Scribe, I am 
the ready Reckoner, 1 am he who knoweth the Sought and the 
^ker; I ^ be who openeth the Volume and summeth up the 
5u^; who Dreams can expound whereby the sought is found* 
Where then is the seeker?" Now when the city people heard dia 
toey t ocked to him, for it was long since they had seen Scribe or 
Astrologer, and they stood round him and. looking upon him. 
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they saw one In the priine of beauty and grace and perfect 
elegance, and they marvelled at his kn cliness, and his £ne stature 
and symmetry. Presently one of them accosted Kint and said, 
'*Allah upon dice, O thou fair and young, with the eloquent 
tongue! Incur not this affray; nor throw thy life away in thine am* 
bicton to marry the Princess Budur. Only cast thine eyes upon yosv 
der heads bung up; all their owners have lost their lives in this 
same venture.’' Yet Kamar ai'Zaman paid no heed to them, fnit 
cried out at the top of hb voice, saying, “I am the Doctor, die 
Scrivener! I am the Astrologer, the Calculator!” And all the 
townsfolk forbade him from this, but he regarded them not at 
all, saying in his mind, ^None knowetb desire save whoso suffer' 
eth it” Then he began again to cry his budest, shouting, “I am 

the Scrivener, I am die Astrologer !”-And Shahraa^ per' 

edved the dawn of day and ceased to say her pennitted say. 


fithen ft tnaff the IStno ontt Cttrh i^ight. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar 
al'Zaman in no wise heeded the worcb of the citiaens, but con¬ 
tinued to cry out, “! am the Calculator! I am the Astrologer!” 
Thereupon ail the townsfolk were wroth with him and said to 
him, “Thou art nothing but an imbecile, siliy, seif'willed lad! Have 
pity on thine own youth and tender years and beauty and loveli¬ 
ness.” But he med all the more, “I am the Astrologer, I am the 
Calculator! Is there any one that seeketh?” As be was thus 
crying and the people forisidding him, behold. King Ghayur heard 
his voice and the clunour of the heges and said to nis Warir, “Go 
down and bring me yon Astrologer." So the Waair went down in 
haste, and takmg Kamar al'Zaman from the midst of the crowd 
led him up to the King; and when in the presence he kissed the 
ground and began v^fying, 

"Eight glories meet, aO, all conjoined in thee. • Wberetir may Fortune aye 
tty 

lere. lordliness, gnee, genctofiiiyi * Rain words, deep meaning, honour, 
vfctayr 

When the King looked upon him, he seated him by his side and 
said to htm_ "By Allah , O my son, an thou be not an astrologer. 
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venture not thy life nor oompiy with my condition; for 1 have 
bound myself dhac whoso gpetn in to my daughter and he^eth 
not of that which hath betallm her I will stdke off his h ^ d; but 
wdioso healcth her him 1 will marry to her. So let not thy beauty 
and bveliness delude thee: for, by Allah ! and again, by Allah! If 
thou curie her not, 1 wiU assuredly cut off ihy head.” And Kamar 
al'Zaman replied, “This is thy raht; and I consent, for I wot of 
this crc came I hither.” Then ung Gha^ur took the Kaais to 
witness a^inst him and delivered him to the eunuch, saying, 
“Garry this one to the Lady Budur," So the eunuch took him by 
the hand and led him along the passage: but Kamar al'Zaman 
outstripped him and pushed on before, whilst the eunuch ran after 
him, saying, oe 10 thee! Hasten not to thine own ruin: never 
yet saw I asbolc^er 30 eager for his proper destruction; but thou 
w^tesc not what calamities are before thee.” Thereupon Kamar 

al'Zaman turned away his face from the eunuch,-^And Shah' 

racad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say. 


ISfjen (t lua^ ffjr irten l^unlirclj anh iFourth 

Slie said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
eunuch thus addressed Kamar al'Zaman, ^‘Patience, and no inde' 
cent hurry !"; the Prince turned away his face and b^an repeating 
these couplets, 

**A Sage, I fed a fool before thy ebamu-, • ffisuatight, 1 wot riot 
the words I ay: 

If ay I 'Sun,* away thou dose not pass ■ Froci eyes of me, while suns 01 
dcFWn with day: ^ 

Thou hast oompleted Beauty, in whose praise • Spcech'maicre fail and 
t^ufcexs lose didr 

*I^cn the eunuch stationed Kamar al'Zaman behind the curtain of 
me Princess’s door and the Prince said to him. “Which of the two 
vtays will please thee more; cr^t and cure ihy lady from here or 
go m and heal her within the curtamr’ The eunuch marvdled 
at hfe wort^ and answered. An thou heal her from here it were 
proof of thy skiU. Upon this Kamar al'Zaman sat down 
Khind the curmin and, caking out ink'case, pen and paper, wrote 
the following: This is the writ of one whom passion swayeth.* 
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and whom longing Mmylayeth * and wakeful misery dnyeth * one 
who dtspaireth ol Jiving * and looketh for naught but dying • 
with whose moummg heart * nor comforter nor helper t^eth part 
* One wb<^ sleepless eyes * none succoureth from anxieties * 
ivhose day is pass^ in fire * and his ni^t in corturing desire * 
whose ^dy is wasted for much emaciation * and no messenger 
from his beloved bringeth him oonsotatitn.” And after this he 
indited the following couplets. 


"I write with hort devoted to thy thought, * And eydids chafed by teare of 
blood they Ued: 

And body dach by loving pine and jum, * In ^irt of leanness, and wont 
down tothcead. 

To thoe oodplaui I of Lowe s totmencr^', * ousted hapless Patience 

ftnro stead: 

A wt' show favour and some maicy deign, • For Passion s cruel liands my 
vitals shred'* 

And beneath his lines he wrote these cadenced sentences, “The 
heart s pam is removed * by union with the beloved * and 
whomso his lover paineth * only Allah assatneth! * If we or you 
have WTOught deceit * may the deceiver win defeat! * Th^e is 
naught goc^er than a lover who keeps faith * with the l^oved 
who works him scathe/' Then, by way of subscription, he wrote, 
From the distracted and despalrmg man * whom love and long" 
ing trepan * from the lover under passion's ban * the prisoner of 
transport and distraction * from this Kamar abZaman * son of 
Shahnman * to the peerless one * of the fair liouris the pearl' 
union * to the Lady Budur * daughter of King Al-Ghayur * 
Know thou that by night I am sleepless * and by day in difr 
tress * consumed with increasing wasting and pain * and longing 
and love un/ain * al»unding in sighs * with tear-flooded eyes * 
by passion captive ta'en * of Desire the slain • with heart seared 
by the parting of us tw.'ain • the tkbtor of longing-banc, of sick¬ 
ness cup'Cfim panion * 1 am the sleepless one, who never dosech 
eye * the slave of love, whose tears run never dry * for the fire 
of my heart is still burning * and never hidden is ^e flame of my 
yearning/* Then on the margin Kamar al-Zaman wrote this 
admmed verse, 


Salam front graces hoarded by my Lord • To her, who bolds my heart and 
soul in hoaidr* 

VDL m. 
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And also these, 

‘"Pray'ee gmic me wdu wonb fitaa your lips, bctilte * Sueb mercy cniy 
comfoR arid cool these eyne: 

Fram the stress of my bve end my pine for you, • J make ligh t of what 
nuJus me detpis^, iiidign: 

Allah giurd a folk wb^ abode was far, • And whose seem I kept in the 
holiest shrine; 

Now Fortune in kindnesi hath favoured me • Thrown on threshold dust of 
dus love o" mine: 

By me bedded f looted on Budiv, whose sun * The moon of my fortunes 
hath made to shine." 

Tlien, having afHxed his seal'ring to the missive, he wrote these 
couplets in the place of address, 

**Ask of my writ what wtote my pen in dole, • Artd hear my tale of misery 
from this scroll; 

My hand is writing while my tsars down Hew. • And to the paper plaint 
my longing «ml: 

My teats cease not to tdl upem this ah«t, • And if they stopped I'd caii*j> 
blood'gouts bo ftilL" 

And at the end he added this other v'crsc, 

Twe sent the ring /ram off thy finger bora * 1 when we met, ntw ddgn my 
ring ttstore! 

Then Kamar al'21aman set the Lady Budur s ring inside the letter 
ud sealed it and gave it to the eunuch, who took it and went 

in With it to his nuscress.'-And Sbahiaaad p^'ceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


When l( inae ttje Ctoti ^unhreh anh iriflfi 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidoue King, that Kamar al- 
Zainan, after setting the seal'ring inside the epistle, gave it to the 
eunuch who took it and went in with it to his mistress; and, when 
the Lady Budur opened it, she found therein her own very ring- 
Then she rad the paper and when she understood its purport and 
knew that it was trom her beloved, and that he in person stood 
behind the curtain, her reason began to fly and ho- breast swelled 
for joy and rose high: and she repeated these couplets, 
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“Lone, long hive I bewaiJed the sev'ruKC of our loves, * * With cevt that 
m«D in/ lids stromed down like burning nin; 

And vowed that, if die days deign minice us two, * tdy Ups should never 
speak of sevennee again; 

Jo/ bath o’erwhelmed me w chat, for the very stress * Of that which glad' 
dens me to weeping [ am fain. 

Team are become to you a habit, O my eyes, * So that ye weep as well for 
gladness as for pam."* 

And having finished her verec, die Lady Budur stood up forthwith 
and, firmly setting her feet to the wall, strained with ^ her might 
upon the collar of iron, till she br^e it from her neck and snapped 
the chains. Then going forth from behind the curtain she threw 
herself on Kamar m'Zunan and kissed him on the mouth, like a 
pigeon feeding its young.‘ And she embrace] him with all the 
stress of her love and longing and said to him^ *XD my lord, do 
I wake or steep and hath the Almighty inde^ vouchsafed us 
reunion after oisunion? Laud be to Allah who hath our loves 
repaired, even after we de^aired!" Now when the eunuch saw 
h^ in this case, he went of running to King Ghayur and, ki^g 
the ground before him, said, “O my lord, know that this Astroky 
ger is indeed the Shaykh of all astrologers, who are fools to him, all 
of them; for veniy he hath cured thy daughter while standing be' 
hind the curtain and without going in to her," Quoth the Kit^, 
"Look wdl to it, is this news true?" Answered the eunuch, "O 
my lord, rise and come and see for thyself hciw she hath found 
streng^ to break the iron chains and is come forth to the Astroky 
ger, kissiiig and embracing him." Thereupon the King arose and 
went in to his daughter who, when she saw him, stood up in haste 
and covered her head,* and recited these two couplets^ 

*'Tbe tooduiick love t not; for when I say, * ‘Siwkk,'* 1 miss thee, fiar ic 
sounds 'Siwi'ka*. 

The capcf'tree I love; for when I »y, • *Arik'* it sounds I look on thee; 
'Afika.’ '■ 
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Thereupon the King was so tramported for joy at her rccoiveiy 
that he felt like to Gy and kissed her between the eyes, for he 
loY'ed her with dearest love; then, turning to Kamar al-Zaman, 
he asked him who he was, and said, ’'What countryman ait 
thou?” So the Prince told lum his name and rank, and in* 
formed him that he was the ton of King Shahriman, and pre' 
sendy related to him the whole story from U^inning to esid; 
and acquainted him with what happened between himself and 
the Lady Budur; and how he had t^en her seal-ring from her 
finger and had placed it on his own; whereat Ghayur marvelled 
and said, “Verily your story deserveth in books to be chronicled, 
and when you are dead and gone age after age he read.” Then 
he summoned Kazis and w'i messes forthright and married the 
I^dy Budur to Prince Kamnr al'Zaman; after which he bade 
decejrate the city se\'en days long. So they spread the tables with 
all inanner ot meats, whilst the drums beat and the criers an- 
nounced the glad tidings, and aU the troops donned their richest 
dothesj^ and they illuminated the city and held high lesdvaL 
Thim Kamar al-Zaman went in to the Lady Budur and the King 
rejoiced in her recovery and in her marriage; and praised Allah 
for that He had made her to fall in love with a goodly youth of 
the sons of Kings. So they unveiled her and displayed the bride 
before the bridegroom; and txKh were the living likeness of each 
omer in beauty and comeliness and grace and love-allurement. 
TTi^ Kamar al-Zaman lay with her that night and took his will 
of her, whilst she in like manner fulfilled her desire of him anti 
enjoyed liis charms and grace; and they slept in each other s arms 
till the morning. On the morrow, the King made a wedding'feast 
ro which he gathertid all comers from the Islands of the [nner and 
Outer Seas, and he spread the tables with choicest viands nor 
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ceased the bant^uetting (or a whole month. Now when Kamar al' 
Zaman had thus fuUilled his will and attained bis inmost desire, 
and whenas he had tarried awhile widi the Princess Budur, he 
bethought him of his father, King Shahriman, and saw him in a 
dream, saying, *'0 my son, is it ^us thou dealest with me?** and 
recited in the vision these two couplets, 

**Indeetj to watch the liftHmesfimnon he hlighud me, * And to itar-g3» 
throu^ lonpocne night he plighted me; 

Easy, my heait! for Iiapjy he'll unite with thee; * j^nd patience, Spiitcl 
with whatso ills he dight to thee." 

Now after seeing his father in the dream and hearii^ his re^ 
proaches, Kamar al'Zaman awoke in the morning^, afilicted and 
troubled, whereupon the Lady Budur questioned l^m and be told 

her what he bad seen,-^And Shahraud perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saymg her permitted say. 


S{B)en it tiit HTtno ^tmhrth mih ^txif) J^tg:tiir 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Kamar al'Zaman acquainted the Lady Budur with what he had 
seen in his dream, she and he w'ent in to her sire and, telling him 
what had passed, besought his leave to travel. He gave the ^nce 
the permission he sought; but the Princess said, '"*0 my lather, I 
cannot bear to be parted from him.** Quoth Ghayur, her sire, 
“Then go thou with him,** and gave her leave to be absent a 
whole twelvemonth and aftenvords to risit him in every year 
once; so she kissed his hand and Kamar abZaman did the like. 
Thereupon King Ghayur proceeded to equip his daughter and her 
bridegroom for the loumey, and furnished them wiw outfit and 
appointments for the march; and brought out of his stables 
horses marked with his own brand, blood'dromedaries* which can 
journey ten days without water, and prepared a litter for his 
daughter, besides loading mules and camels with victual; more' 
over, he gave them slaves and eunuchs to serve them and all 
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msnner of traxnelling giear; and on the day of departure, when 
King Ghaj/yr took leave of Kamar al'Zaman, he bestowed on him 
teii splendid suits of doth of gold embroidered with stones of 
price, together with ten rjdmg horses and ten she'camels, and a 
treasury of moneyj^ and he emuged him to love and cherish his 
daughter the Lady Budur. Then the King accompanied them ta 
the farthest limits of his Islands w* *bcre, going m to his daughter 
Budur in the litter, he kissed her and strained her to his bosom, 
weeping and repeadtig, 

“O tbou who woocst Scvcfanoe, easy fare! • For low-embiiire bclcmES to 
Icnrcr-fricnd; 

Fare softly! Fonwie's naCuR falsehood is, • And partiiig ^11 lore's evay 
meeting end,^ 


Then leaving hp daughter, he went to her husband and bade him 
f^well and kissed him; after which he parted from diem and, 
giving the order for the march he returned to his capital with his 
troops. The Prince and Princess and their suite fared on without 
stopping through the first day and the second and the third and 
the fourth; nor did they cease faring for a whole month till they 
came to a spacious champaign, abounding in pasturage, where 
they pitched their tents; and they ate and drank and resi^ and 
the Princess Budur lay down to sleep. Presently, Kamar al'Zaman 
went in to her and found her lying asleep dad in a shift of apricot' 
cobured silk that showed all and everything; and on her head was 
a coif of gold'doth embroidered with pcirk and jewels. The breetc 
raised her shift which laid bare her navel and showed her breast® 
and d^byed a stomach whiter than snow, each one of whose 
dimples would contain an ounce of bentoin'Ointment.^ At this 
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his love and longing redoubled, and he began reciting, 

"An WOT it iwked me when by hcU'fire burnt, • When flames of hart my 
viuls hold and hem, 

'Which wouldst thou chose, say wouldst thou rather them, * Or dnnk 
sweet cooling draught?' fd answer, Theml' “ 

Then he put his hand to the band of her pettiooat'trouseis and 
drew it and loosed it, for his soul lu^ied aft^ her, when he saw a 
jewel, red as dy&wood, made fast to die band. He unded it and 
eitamined it and, seeing two lines of writing graven thereon, in a 
character cot to be read, marvdied and said in his mind, **Were 
not this heed something to her very dear she had not bound it to 
her trousers^band nor hidden it in the most privy and precious 
place about her person, that she m^t not be parted from it. 
Would I knew what she doth with this and what is dw secret that 
is in it.*‘ So saying, he todc it and went outside the tent to look 

at it in the light,-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day, 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


IBhtit it tDoe die lEtDB il^niibreb anh ibehenl^ 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspidcus King, that when he 
took the bead to look at it in the light, the while he was holding it 
b^cld, a bird swooped down on him and, snatc^g the same from 
his hand, flew off with it and then lifted on the groand. There' 
upon Kamar al«Zaman fearing to lose the jewd, ran after the 
bird; but it flew on before bm, keeping just out of his reach, 
and ceased not to draw him on ftotn dale to dale and from hill to 
hill, oil the night starkened and the Armament darkened, when it 
roosted on a high tree. So Kamar al'Zaman stopped under the 
tiw confounded in thought and faint for famine and fadgue, and 
giving himself up for lost, would have turned back, but knew not 
the way whereby he came; for that darkness had overtaken him. 
Then he exclaimed, ‘There is no Maj'esty and there ^ no Might 
save in Allah, the Glorious die Great!“; and laying hun down 
under the tree (whereon was the bird) slept till the morning, when 
he awoke and saw the bird also wake up and fly away. He arose 
and walked after i^ and it flew on Uttle by little before him, after 
the measure of his faring: at which he smiled and said, “By 
Allah, a strange thing! Yesterday, this bird flew before me as 
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fast as I could mri^ and tcvday^ tnowing that I have awoke tired 
and cannot run^ he flieth aftor the measure of my faring. By 
Allah, this is wonderful! But I must needs ftdlow this bird 
whether it lead me to death or to* * lifej and 1 will go wherer\'er it 
goeth, for at aU events it will not abide save m some inhabited 
So he continued to follow the bird which iwsted every 
night upon a tree; and he ceased not pursuing it for a space of 
ten days, feeding on the fruits of the earth and drinking of its 
waters. At the end of this time, he came in sight of an innabited 
City, whereupcin the bird darted off Hkc the glance of the eye and, 
entering the town, disap^red from Kamar al-Zaman, who knew 
not what it meant or whither it was gone; so he mani'dled at this 
and exclaimedt ^'Prmse be to Allah who hath brought me in safety 
to this cityr' Then he sat down by a streara and washed his 
hands and feet and face and rested awhile; and, recalling his late 
eas}-^ and pleasant life of union wNth his beloved and contrasting 
it wuth his present plight of noubk and fatigue and distie^ and 
strangerhoed and famine and severance, the tears streamed from 
his and he began repeating these dnquains, 

hid I hid thy handwnrk, but it ibewed^ ^ Changed deep for wate, 
imi with me Abode: 

When thoii didst spurn my heart I cried aloud * hold thy hand and 
cease to and goad * 

In dde and ^ager aye my spnte I epyl 

An but the Lord of Love were just to me, * Sleep fro' my eyelick ne^cr 
wene forcod to flee. 

Pity, my lady , pne for love o’ thee * From his tribe’s darling brought to low 
degree: 

Love cajne and doorned Wealth beggar^death bo d±C- 

The railexa diide a: thee; I ne'er gainsay* * But stop my care aiul dumbly 
sign them Nay: 

‘Thou fov'st a slender may/ aay they; I say, * Tve picked her out and 
cast the rest away/ 

Enough; when Faic desomda she blinds mans eycl'*’^ 


* Ulji -xr^ ibi FDgdii. AU Afriam trs^vellfn kwm that a tew birds ih’lni ^bwr the 
bushp mid m tew psW-iiccs weivif^ in the irindj d^not^ the nd^bcxirbood of a viJIi^eor a 
mn;i [wjiim atijscLi are ^carre). Tile rmem n iKir any fnenddiip fcr msin bqjE bretase 

ioDif, ftniiriEil Atsd wg^cfiblc, li TiiDTc plcnrifLiL Elenre AlbtmiESd, Modire (MAret 

Cata, the ehidreni^ afid Cflpc p1^ns follow ehlps. 

*THc itatLiA hk edW ,AJ-MuldiAiRiiiAA^nnqiuiins: the qyjilratit* ind the ot 

"bijtilcji" filwATA imwa-vc the tame It cndi wilh a KDruiie OVh fommutt 

MofiloTf tnontiTv 
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And as soon as he had hnished his poetry and had taken his rest, 
he rose and walked on little by little, till he entered the dty! 

^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn ot day and ceased saying 
her permitted say. 


©hm It teas the lEtoo J^unUreb anb Cightb iJighh 

She said. It hath reach^ me. O auspidovfc King, that as soon as 
Kamar al'Zaman had titashed tus poetry and h!<d taken his rest, 
he arose and entered the city-gate* not Enowing whither he should 
wend. He crossed the city from end to end, entering by the land- 
gate. and ceased not faring on dll he came out at the sea-gate, for 
^e aty stood on the sea-shore. Yet he met not a single one of 
its citizens. And alter issuing from the land-gate he fared for¬ 
wards and ceased not faring til! he found hinrmg|f among the 
orchards and gardens of the place; and, passing among the treo 
presently came to a garden and stopped before its door; where' 
upon the keeper came out to him and saluted him. The Prince 
returned his greetiDg and the garder'.er bade him wdcome, saying, 
“Praised be All^ that thou !^t cc^e off safe from the dwells 
of this city! Quick, come into the garth, ere any of the townfolk 
see thee.“ Thereupon Kamar af-Zaman entered that garden, won¬ 
dering in mind, and asked the keeper, “What may be the history 
of the people of this city and who may they be?*' Tlie other 
answer^, 'Know that the people of this city are all Magians: 
but Allah upon thee, tell me how thou earnest to this city and 
what caused thy coining to our capital." Accordingly Kamar al- 
Zaman told the gardener all that had befallen him from beginning 
to end, whereat he marvelled with great marvel and said, “Know, 
O my son, that the cities of AMsbm lie far from us; and between 
U5 and them is a four months' voyage by sea and a whole twelve 
months’ ioumey by land. We have a ship w-hich saileth every year 
with merchand^ to the nearest Moslem country and which en- 
tereth the seas of the Ebony Islands and thence maketh the Kha- 
lidan Islands, the dominions of King Shahriman," Thereupon 
Kamar al-Zaman considered awhile and concluded that he could 


' Madcm pnn town* uwally fuTc for hiH) imjr tvra ^ntea- Su«ti wm Ac ciiie wiA 
*\ *nt\ ■ luwr of ixhef»^ the. fimbpur^-^tuwili nraTtm hiM m^dti 

these oiKoletc. l"hc ponA|i much rtsembli! dit ^amnets itf old XcHrnafi f iides— ^^y*rT 
fc*' mi [nxvcc. * PlEffriin mje u i SS.} 
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not do better than abide in the garden with the gardener and 
become bis assistant, receiving for pay one fourth of the pnxfuoe. 
So he said (O bun* “Wilt thou take me into thy ser\’ioc, to help 
tbee in this gardoi?"’ Answered the gardener, “To bear is to 
consent;'^ and b^an teaching him to lead the water to the roots 
of the trees. So Kamar ai'^man abode with him, watering the 
trees and hoeing up the weeds and wearing a short blue frock 
winch reaiied to his knees. And he went Hoods of tears; for he 
had no rest day or ni^c, by reason of m$ strangerhood and be 
ceased not to repeat verses upon h^ beloved, amongst others the 
following couplets, 

“Ye pramised us and vrill ye not keep plight? * Ye said a say and shall twt 
deed be dight? 

We wake Xor passion while ye slumber attd sleep; * Watehets and waken 
otaim not equal eight: 

We \t}wt:d to kei^ our loves in secrecy, • Bui spake the meddler and you 
spoke forthr^t: 

O friend in pain and pleasure, |oy and grief, * In all case you, you only, 
claim my sprire! 

Mtd folk is- one who holds my piiscMicd hew; * Would he but ahOTv 
some ruth for me to sight. 

Noe every eye like mine is wdumled sore, * Not every heart like miiie luve^ 
pinings Might: 

Ye WTong^ me saj'ing, Love is wrongous aye * Yeat ye were right, events 
have piuvcd that quite. 

Forget (hey one lovv'thtaUed, whose faith the world * Robs not, though 
bum tlic Eres in l:eart alt^t: 

if an tny fueman shall heoome my judge, ** Whom rhalJ 1 sue to remedy hu 
despigbr? 

Had wJit 1 need of love nor tove had sought, * h!y heart fotsure were not 
thus lovt'Elistiau^t.'' 

Such was the ca% ^th Kamar ahZaman; but as regards bis wife, 
the Lady Budur, when awoke she sought her husband and 
found him not: then she saw her petticoai'trouscrs undone, for 
the band had been loosed and the besel lost, whereupon she said 
to herself, “By Allah, this is strange! Where is my husband? It 
wnuld seem as if he had taken the talfsman and gone away, 
knowing not the secret which is in it; Would to Heaven I knew 
whither can he have wended! But it must needs have been some 
extraordinary matter that drew him away, for he cannot brodt to 
leave me a moment. Allah curse the stone and damn its hourl" 
Then she considered awhile and said in her mind, ‘Tf I go out 
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and tdl the var!^ and kt chcEi Jeam that my husband is lost, 
diey will lust after nte; there is no hdp for it but that 1 use 
stzut^eiD. So she rose and donned some of her husband's duches 
and nding-lxxxs, and a turband like his, drawing one cocner of it 
across her face for a tnouth'veil.^ Then, setting a slave^irl in her 
litter, she went forth tom the tent and calkd to the pages who 
brought her Kamar al'Zaman's steed; and she mounted and hade 
them load the beasts and resume the march. So they bound on 
the burdens and departed; and she concealed her trick, none 
doubting but she was Kamar al'Zaman, for she favoured hit n in 
face and fonn; nor did she cease joume^g, die and her suite, 
days nights, till they came in sight of a dty overlooking the 
Salt Sea, where they pitched their tents without the walls and 
halted to rest. The Princess asked the name of dhe town and 
was tc4d, “It is called the City of Ebony; its King is named 

Armanus, and he hath a daughter Hayat d-Nufus’ bight,* *’- 

And Shahra^d perceived the dawn of day and ceased 00 say 
her permitted say. 

IBiitn ft hiatf tbt IS^toa il^uEitirel) aiib 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Lady Budur halted within sight of the Ebony City to take her 
rest. King Armanus sent a messenger, to learn what King it was 
who had encamped without his capit^; so the messenger, coming 
to the tents, made inquiry anent their King, and was told that 
she was a King's son who had lost the way being bound for 
the KhaL'dan Islands; whereupon he returned to King Armanus 
With the tidings; and, when the King heard them, he straightway 
rode out with the lords of his land to greet the stranger on 
anivaL As he drew near the tents the Lady Budur came to 
meet him on foot, whereupon the King alighted and tl^ saluted 
each other. Then he took her to the dey and, bringing her up 
tp the palace, bade them spread the tables and trays of rood and 
commanded them to transport her company and baggage to the 
guest'house. So they abode there three days; at the end of 
which time the King came in to the Lady Budur. Now she had 
that day gone to the Hammam and her face shone as the moon 


'Afib. "liiiitn" : cfplilntui 
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at its full, a seduction to the world and a rending of the veil of 
^atne to mankind; and Armanus found her clad in a suit of 
embroidered with gold and jewels; so he said to her, “O my son, 
know that I am a very old man, decrepit withal, and Allah hath 
Messed me with no child save one daughter, who resembleth thee 
in beauty and grace; and I am now waxed unfit for the 
of the state. She is thine, O my son; and, if this my land please 
thee and thou be willing to abide and make ^y home here, 1 wtU 
marry thee to her and give thee my kingdom and so be at rest,** 
When Princess Budur heard this, she bowed her head and her 
forehead sweated for shame, and she said to hei^, “How 
shall I do, and I a woman? Il I refuse and depart from him, I 
cannot be safe but that haply he send after me trocf>5 to slay 
me; and if I cor^nc, belike I ^all be put to shame, f have 
lost my beloved Kamar al'Zatnan and know not what is become 
of him; t^or can 1 escape from this scrape save by hnlHmg my 
peace and coi^ting and abiding here, till AUah bring about 
what is to be. So she raised her head and made submission to 
King Armanus. saying, '‘Hearkening and obedience!"; whereat 
he i^oiced and bade the herald make proctamarion throughout 
the Ebony Islands to hold high festival and decorate the houses. 
Then he assembled bis Chamberlains and Nabobs, and Emirs 
and Watirs and his officers of state and the Kazis of the city; 

formally abdicating his Sultanate* endowed Budur there^vith 
and invested her in all the vestments of royalty. The Emis and 
Grandees went in to her and did her homage, nothing doubting 
hut that she was a young man, and all who looked on her bepissed 
tbeir bag'trousers, for the excess of her beauty and loveliness. 
Then, after the Lady Budur had been made Sultan and the drums 
had been beaten in announcement of the glad event, and ^e 
h3.d c^remontotisly enthroned, King Armanus proceeded 
to equip his daughter Hay at al-Nufus for marriage, and in a 
few days, ^ey brought the Lady Budur in to her, when they 
seemed as it were two moons risen at one time or two suns in 
conjunction. So the>' entered the bridal-chamber and the doors 
were shut and the curtains let down upon them, after the atten¬ 
dants had lighted the wax-candles and spread for them the carpet- 
bed, When Budur found herself alone with the Princess Hayat 
at'Nufus, she called to mind her beloved Kamar al-Zaman and 
grief was sore upon her. So die wept for his absence, and 
estrangement and she began repeating. 
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"O ye who fled end IsJt my heart in pain low U*m, • No breath of life w 
found within this frame of nunc; 

I have an eye which e'er complauu of wake, but lol * Teats occupy it; 
would that wake ccmtcnc the$e eyne! 

After ye mrchki forth the lover 1?^ behind; * Quesdon of hum what 
pains your absence could design! 

But for the ^Qods of tears mine eychds rail and raim * My would Qacnc 
On high and every land calcine. 

To Allah make 1 moaii of lowed ones Icwt for aye, * Who for my pine and 
pain no more shall pain and pine: 

I never wronged them save that ovct'Iovc I nuni; • Dut Love departs us 
lovers into blest and cursL*' 

And when she had finished her repeating, the Lady Budur sat 
down beside the Princess Hayat al'Nufus and kissed her on die 
mouth; after which rising abruptly, she made the minor ahlution 
and betook herself to her devotions: nor did she leave praying till 
Playat al'Nufus fell asleep, when she dipt into bed and lay with 
her back to her till morning. And when day had broke the King 
and Queen came in to their daughter and a^ed her how she did, 
whereupon she cold them what she had seen, and repeated to 
them the verses she had heard. Thus far concerning Hayat al’ 
Nufus and her father; but as regards Queen Budur she went forth 
and seated herself upon the rojol throne and all the Emirs and 
Captains and Officers of state came up to her and wished her joy 
of the kingship, kissing the earth before her and calL'ng down bless* 
ings upon her. And she accosted them with smiling face and 
clad them in robes of honour, augmenting the fiefs of the high 
offidals and gtvitm largesse to the levies; wherefore all the people 
loved her and ofecd up prayers for the long endurance of her 
reign, doubting not but that she was a man, And ceased not 
sitting all day in the ball of audience, bidding and forbidding; 
dispensing justice, releasing prisoners and remitting the customs' 
dues, till nightfall, when she withdrew to the apartment prepared 
for her. Hme she found Hayat al-Nufus seated; so she sac down 
by her side and, clapping her on the back, coased and caressed her 
and kissed her between the eyes, and fell so versifying in these 
couplets, 

“What secret kept 1 these my tear? haw told, • And my waste body must 
my low unfold ^ 

Though hid my pine, my plijiht on parting'diy * To every envious eye my 
Mcnct sold; 
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O ye who broke up camp, you^ve feft behind * My spirit weaned And my 
heart awbl; 

In my heart a ctire ye dwell, jntl now theac eynt * Roll bIood-dTOp(^ wish the 
tear^ diey wliikniic rolled: 

The absent wilt I r^Jiroro vn’iih tny soul: * All can my yeaniing (at Lhcir 
$i^ht behold: 

I have an eye who$r habej for bve of theit. * Rejected oleep nor hath its 
(cars CTitrolletl. 

The foeman bids tne patient bear his loss* * Nc^er may mine cam accept the 
ruth be doledl 

I ukki thdr detne of and won my wish • Of Kamar al'Zamau's joye 
manrfokl: 

He joins aU perfect gifts like none bd’on:; ^ siich mighc and main 

no King of old: 

Seeing his gifts, Bin Zaldah's^ largesse • Forget wt. anti Mu'aw^fab 

mildest-^ourdt" 

Were ver^ not feetJe and 0 'tr short the tune * 1 had in kud of him used all 

of rhyme." 

Then Queen Budur stood up and wiped away her tears and, 
making the lesser ablution,' applied her to pray: nor did she give 
over praying till drowsiness overcame the Lady Hay at al-Nmua 
and she slept, whereupon the l^dy Budur came and lay by her 
till the morning. At daybreak, she arose and prayed the tkwn' 
prayer; and presendy seated herself on the royd throne and 
passed the day in ordering and countCT'ordering and giving laws 
and sdmimstering )ustEce. This is haw it fared wish her; but as 
regards King Amianus be went in to bis dau^ter and asked her 
how she did: so she told him all that had befallen her and repeated 
60 him the verses which Queen Budur had recited, adding, **0 my 
father, never saw J one more abounding in sound sense and 
modesty than my husband, save that he doth nothing but weep 
and sigh." He answered, "O my daughter, have patience with 


*.Artl3 '*]|ltlinu.hS"-—tier {tj. cheirt irrnn; i,f, tht batin of the «■**; tht AArnaU 
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him yet ;his third night, and if he go not in unto thee and do 
away thy maidenhead, we shaJl IlDow how to . proceed with him 
and oust him fioiu the throne and banish him the country .** 
And OB this wise he affced with his daughter what course lie 

would take.-And Snahrasad perceivi^ the dawn of day and 

ceased 5a>']ng her permitted say. 


U^rtt ft ^utihrth anh tCcnth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when King 
Annanus had agreed with his daughter on this wise and had deter' 
mined what course he would take and night came on. Queen 
Budur arose from the throne of her kingdom and betaking herself 
to the palace, entered the apartment prepared for her. There she 
found the wai'candlca L'ghted and me Princess Hayat al-Nufus 
seated and awaiting her; whereupon she bethought her of her 
husband and what had betided them both of sorrow and seventnee 
in so short a space; she wept and sighed and groaned groan upon 
groan, and began improvising these couplets, 

"News of my Iotb fill all the land, I swear, * As suns on Ghasa'-wold 
rain heat and glare: 

Speaketh his but hard its sense to say; * Thus never case to grow 
my cark and care : 

I hate fair Patience since I loved thee; * E'er sawest lover hAte for love to 
hear? 

A glance that dealt tove-sicknesi dealt me derth, * Gbnees ant deadliest 
things with tonTvents rare: 

He shook his love-locks down and hared his chin, * Whcichy I spied liis 
beauties dark and fair: 

hly can, my cure are in his hands; and he * Who caused their dolour 
can their dole ji^air; 

His belt wait daft for softness of hti waist; * Hts hips, for envyi to up' 
rise forbear: 

His blow curl'diademed is murky nij^t; * Unvdl ‘t and to! bn^t Mom 
shpws brightest light*’ 

When she had finished her versifying, she would have risen to 
pray, but, lo and behold! Hayat ahNufus caught her by the skirt 
and dung to her sa^Tng, “O my lord, ait diou not ashamed before 


^ I lim n&tk«d chik nctHlvKc >dRfrf*pun:h» 
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^ !?™r^ to neglect me at such a time as 

hen Qu^ Budur heard her words, she sat down m the 
place O my Woved, what is this thou sayest?” 

himself^ thou. Is ever>’fair one so disdainful? I say not this to 
mdme to me; J say it only of my fear for thee from King At' 
n^us; b^use he purposeth, unless thou go in unto me this verv 
mght, and do away my m^denhead, to strip thee of the kingship 
_ the morrow and bamsh thee his kingdom; and peradventure 
hii exceffijve anger may lead him to slay thee. But I, O my brd 

warning; and it is thy right 

Iwwed ijer hrad ground-wards awhile in sore perplexity and 
id m her^f, If I refuse I'm lost; and if I obey I'm shamed. But 

nJ^ ^ Islands and they arc under my 

^nor M I ex-er again me« my Kamar al^Zaman save in th^ 

f for him to his native land but through 

eas>^M 1not what to do in my present 

«se, but I commit my care to Allah who directeth all for the best 
w I am no that 1 should arise and open this virgin girl" 
Um ^oth Qu^ Budur to Hayat al'Nufus, “O my^belS-ed, 

desnite ^ *4 irom thee is in ray own 

to keep my counsel, for 1 have concealed my case only tha? 
^ may reunite me with my beloved Kamar al-Zaman and then 
come what may. —And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of S 
and ceased to say her peroiiued say ^ 


Klhcn it tnas tht Cliia J&unhrcb anti Clchcrtilj .^fgfil, 

O auspicious King, that when the 
ahNufus with her history’ and bade 
her keep rt seem, the Pnneess heard her with extreme wonder- 

ner beloved, saying. Fear nothing, O my sister; but have padence 

‘ n. "ritutiion" k ^dmi^blc. *..lurb^ „ dilBtuli u:^ ^tuttopk, 
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lill Allah bring to pass that which must come to pass:" and she 
b^;an repeating, 

"None but tie B«n of wnrtJi a wtret keep; 

With worthy men a seitvt't hidden d«p; 

As m a rooRi, st> sanrts lie with me, 

Whose door ts saJed, lock shot and lost rhe key."* * 


And when Hayat al-Nufus had ended her vers^, she said. ”0 my 
sister, verily the breasts of the noble and brave are of secrets the 
grave; and I will not discover thine/' Then they toyed and env 
braced and kissed and slept rill near the Mu'e^zin s call ®o dawn' 
prayer, when Hayat al'Nuius arose and took a pigeon-poult,® and 
cut its throat over her smock and besmeared herself with its blood 
Then she pulled off her petticoat-trousers and cried aloud, where- 
upon her people hasten^ to her and raised the usual luUiloamg 
and outcries of Joy and gladness. Presently her mother came in 
ED her and asked her how she did and busied herself about her and 
abode with her till evening; whilst the Lady Budur arose with 
the dawn, and repaired to the bath and, after washing herself pure, 
proceeded to the halJ of audience, where she sat down on her 
throne and dispensed Justice among the folk. Now when King 
Armanus heard the loud cries of Joy, he asked what was the matter 
and w^as informed of the oonsummatiion of lus daughter's marria^; 
whereat he rejoiced and his breast swelled with gladness and he 
made a great marriage^feast whereof the merry-inaking lasted a 
long time. Such was their case; but as regards King Shahriman 
it w'as on this wise. After his son had fared forth to the chase 
accompanied by Marzawan, as before related, he tarried patiently 
awaiting their return at nightfall; but when bis son did not appear, 
he passed a sleepless night and the dark hours were longsome 


* ThU quan-wn «cGitr» in Nighi «,; t Ii»vt tiofrmd ftnin Tonww (p. T^J by wsy 
Twitty. 

* The befitf cha c pi^eonY blood fcMmhSa the vininaJ disdutge w uAirenaT; 
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upon him; liis restlessness excessive, !us excitement grew 
uron him and he thought the moming would ne^'er dawn. And 
when day broke he sat expecting his son and wajted dU noon, but 
he came not; whereat his heart foreWe separatioii and was fired 
wtj fears for Kamar al-Zaman; and he cried, "Alas! my son!'’ 
and he wept tiH his clothes were drenched with tears, and repeat^ 
With a beating heart. 


‘‘Love's I cased oat to oppoee, • Till doomed to raste Love'* bitter 

ind Loves sweet: 

^ ^ ber worf bow truly, 

when he ended his verec, he wiped away his rears and bade 
^ CTOojM c^e nady for a march and prepare for a long expe^ 
diuon So they ah mounted and sec forth, headed by the Sultan, 
wfao« heart burnt with grief and was fired with anxiety for his 

advanced by forced marches. 
Now the King divided his host into six divisions, a right wing and 
a left wing, a vanguard and a rear-guard;> and bade them rendez^ 
vous for the moi^w at the cross-roads. Accordingly they sepa- 
rated and scoi^d the country all the rest of that ^y till mX 
^d ihey marched through the night and at noon of the ensuing 
day they |omed company at the place where four roads m^. But 
Sm followed, tiU they saw the sign of 

3ksighted shreds of Qesh and behdd blood still 
spnn^Llcd by the way and they noted every piece of the clothes 

^ mattered on all sides. Now when 

Kmg Sh^riman saw this, he cned irom his heart'Corc a loud erv 
Wmg, Alas, my son! ; and buffered his face and pluckt^" 
b^ and rent his roiment, doubting not but his son Us dead 
^ hegve himsdt up to exc^ive weeping and wailing, and the 
^ps also wept for his weeing, all being assured that Prince 
^mar al-2aman had periled. Thev threw dust on their heads, 
^urpnsed^cm Redding tears and lamenting tiD 

With bum mg sighs spake these oouplets. 


» Wat mcinlTt^ the ni^T, cEv^Hora bj tV Ki,ng «nd hii Waiir. 
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"Chide not the aooumer for bcmOficiiTiing woe; * * Eocnigh i9 yeutiiog every 
Ill to Jihow! 

He wetrpti tor stress of sorrow and of pain^ * And these to ihee best 
evidence hi* lowc: 

Happy!^ of whom Lpve'^j:kn» swore tliir ne^r * Should cea^ his eye^ 
uds Icrving te^rs to lltnv: 

He tBOums ihe loss of fures, fuH^ Moon, * Sbining o'er ^ bis peeis la 
glonous glow: 

But death oude ditiik i bcuunung cup, what day * He fared fitm uatal 
cDumry fain to gOT 

His home left he and went from ns to grief j * Nor lo his brethren could 
he say adieu; 

Yea, his k»s wounded ote with panuig pan^ * And sepatatUkL tost ooc 

many a throe: 

He fared fareurelling, as he fared, our cyea; * V/henas hia Lord routh- 
safed him Paradise.’' 

And when King Shabriman had ended Kts verses, be rettimied 
with the troo[M to his capital, — And Sbahrazad perceived the 
dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

CSbm it tnaif the IEIsd ^Qtthreb onb ^forUtti iiight. 

She said. It bath readied me, O aiispicious King, that when King 
Shabnman had ended his verses, he returned with the troops to 
his capital, giving up his son for lost, and deeming that wild 
beasts or banditti haid set upon him and tom him to pieces; and 
made proclamation that all in the Khalidan Islands ^ould don 
black in mourning for him. Moreover, he built, m his memory, 
a pavilion, naming it House of Lamentations; and on Mondays 
and Thursdays he devoted himself to the business of the state and 
ordering the affairs of his levies and lieges; and the rest of the 
week he was wont to spend in the House of Lamentations, mourn' 
ing for his son and beWiling him with elegiac verses,’ of which 
the following are some:'— 

"My day of bl ha is that, when thou appeareat; * My day of bale* ii tint 
whereon thou farEst; 

Though throufth the I quake in dread of datb; * Union wj' thee ia of 
all blias the dearet" 


• /rfridifjfA 

Arab. id aiuDeral h^ttnoii. 

* Arab. Mr.K, £- Fwk Ac»dciay* ApriJ ^ 

1979h rrproAchc^ Mr. Fa^c for confu^Euling (desire} tnth ''MMniyi?*' (hiIe^iIi) , 

bor both MTc wfiticFR the f^cicpx «hen FnweUpcitnis are pAcd- 




-9^ Arf LsYLAli WA L-^vlah, 

And again he said^ 

My soul he ^s^ rrffice for on^i whciee gctuig * * ASicicd hearts ^tli s\xScxing^ 
son* and drekd: 

Lft jjoy Iier widowed tcmi^ fulCI, Iw 1 * Divoro^ with t hf divoru 
thrice^said. 

Such wits the case with King Shiihriman: but as ti^jards Queen 
fiudur daughter of King Ghajnjr, she abode as ruler in the Ebony 
fslan^, whilst the fcilk would point to her with their fingers, and 
say, Yonder is the son^indaw of King Arroanus.” And e\'ery 
night she lay w'ith Hayat aJ'Nufus, to whom she lamenrH her 
desolate state and longing for her husband Kamar al-Zaman, 
weeping and describing to her his beauty and loveliness<, and 
yearning to enjoy him though but in a dream: And at times she 
would repeat, 

“We^ Allah wots ihat ainoc my jewiance from thee, ■ ] wept nil fonxd to 
borrow teats at usury; 

‘PiUOTee!* my blamcr cried, ‘Heartsease right soon shalt see!* • Qiuxh I, 
’Say, bJimer, where may home of Patience be?* " 

Tl^ is how it fared with Queen Budur; but as regards Kamar 
aJ'Zaman, he abode with the gardener in the garden for no short 
time, weeping night and day and repeating verses hew^ilYng the 
past time of enjoyment and delight; whibt the gardener kept 
comforting him and assuring him that the ship wodd set sail for 
the l^d of the Moslems at the end of the year. And in this 
condition he continued till one day be saw the folk crowding 
tc^rth^ and wondered at this; but the gardener came in to him 
and said, O my son, give o\'ier work for this day nor lead water 
to the trees; for it is a festival dav, whereon folk visit one another. 
So take thy rest and only keep thine eye on the garden, whilst 1 
go kxjk after the ship for thee; for yet but a little while and I 
«nd thee to the land of the Moslems,'* Upon this, he went forth 
from the garden leaving to himself Kamar al-Zaman, who fell to 
musing upon his case till his heart was Lkc to break and the tears 
streamed from his eyes. So he wept with excessive weq>ing till 


‘Srtb. “Idilu," Jitludlrif to ihc numchi uf celibacy wbieb. accorJLig n Moatem Lrt», 
ntnc be by m divm’tcii womjja before can rc-nirfy- * 
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iub;ect will ■mnunuaUy issrJT. 
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hfi swooned away and, when he reoavercd, he rose and walked 
about the garden^ pondering what Time had done with hi m and 
bewailing the long endurance of his estrangement and separation 
iiuni those he loved. As he was thus ab^rbed in mebmcholy 
thought* his foot stumbled and he fell on his face, his forehead 
striking against the projecting root of a tree; and the blow cut 
it open and his blood ran down and mingled with his teais- 
Then he rose and, wiping away the blood, dried his tears and 
bound his brow with a piece of tag; then continued his walk 
about the garden engrossed by sad reverie. Presently, he looked 
up at a tree and saw two birds <|uarrelling thereon, and one of diem 
rose up and smote the other with its beak on the neck and sevei^ 
from its bod}* its head, ivherewith it Ocw away, whilst the slafn 
bird fell to the ground before Kamar al'Zaman. As it lay, bdiold, 
ti^’o great birds swtxip^ down upon it alighting, one at the head 
and the other at the fail, and both droopied their wrings and bowed 
their bills over it and, extending their necks towards it, wept. 
Kamar ahZamart also wept when seeing the birds thus 

their mate, and called to mind his wife and father,-^And Shah" 

razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per" 
mitted say, 

Saben it tnas the ®too i&unbreh onlt tEbirtccntti 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar al" 
Zaman wept and lamented his separation from spouse and sire, 
when he b^cld those two birds weeping o\'er their mate. Then 
he looked at the twain and saw them dig a grave and therein bury 
the slain bird: after which they flew away far into the lirmament 
and disappeared for a while; but presraitly they returned with the 
murtlierer-bird and, alighting on the grave of the murthered, 
stamped on the slayer rill they bad done him to death. Then 
they rent his belly and tearing out his entrails, poured the blood 
on the grave of the slain’; moreover, they stripped off bis skin 


TO i; cLuiTom of tht in tJic djiyi HeitiJitniMiL 
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and tare his Qesh in pieces and, pulling out die rest of the boweU, 
scattered them hither and thither. All this while Kamar al- 
Zaroan was watching them wondetingly; but presently, chancing 
to look at the place where the two birds had f^lam the thiri he 
saw therein something gleaming. So he drew near to it and noted 
chat it was the crop of the dead bird. ^Afhcreupon he took it and 
opened it and found the talisman which had been the cause of bis 
separation from bis wife. But when he saw it and knew it, he fell 
t<^e ground a-fainti^ for joy; and, when he revived, he said. 
Praised be Allah! This is a foretaste of good and a presage 
of reunion with my bdov-ed." Then he examined the jewel and 
pass^ it over his eyes’; after which he bound it to hia foreami, 
rejoicing in coming weal, and walked about tiU nightfall awaiting 
the gardeners retum; and when he came not, he Jay down ano 
in his wonted place. At daybreak he nose to his work and, 
girding his middle with a cord of palm-hbre, took hatchet and 
basket and walked down the length of the garden, till he came to 
a carob* *tree and struck the axe into its roots. The blow rang and 
resounded; so he cleared away the soil from the place and dis' 

CTv^ed a tmp'door and raised it.-^And Shahia^d perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her pennicted say. 

fflbtn ft toafi Ifje j^unhreh anh JFourtcentt) 

ae said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Kamar 
^'Zaman raised the trap'dixjr, he found a winding stair, which he 
ascended and came to an andent vault of the time of Ad and 
Tnamud, hewn out of the rock. Round the %'ault stood many 
b^en vessels of the bigness of a great oil-jar which he found full 
of gleaming red gold; whereupon he said to himself, “Verily sor¬ 
row is gone and solace is comef" Then he mounted from the 
rou terrain to ^e garden and, r^lacing the ttap-door as it was 
before, busied himself in conducting water to the trees till the I^t 
of the ^y , when the gardraw came back and said to him, “O my 
fiood tidings of a speedy return to thy native 
Iwd: the merchants zit ready equipped for the voyage and the 


A blctMing' atid thnw hfiw virimjd Ie.. 
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ship in three days' time will get sail for the City of Ebony, which 
is ihe tlrst of the atics of the Moslems; and after making it, thou 
must travel by land a ak months* march dll thou come to the 
Islands of Khalidan, the domimons of King Shah riman/ * At 
this Kamar a 1*7.1 man rejoiced and be|;an repeating, 

"Part not fnsa otie wli«« wont iS not to part from you; * Not with ywe 
cruel taunts an innsmit mortify; 

Another so lone-parted had ta'cn heart frem you, * And liad his whole 
condiuoa changed,—buc not so L" 

Then he kissed die gardener's hand and said, "O my father, even 
as thou hast brought me glad tidings, so 1 also have great good 
news for thee,” and cold him anent his discovery of the vault; 
whereat the gardener rqoioed and said, *'0 my son, fourscore 
years have I dwelt in this garden and have never hit on aught; 
whilst thou, who hast not sojourned with me a year, hast dis* 
covered this thing; wherefore it is Heaven's gift to thee, which 
shall end thy crosses and aid thee to rejoin thy folk and foregather 
widi her thou InvestQuodi Kamar al'Zaman, “There is no help 
but it must be shared between me and thee." Then he carried him 
CD the underground'chamber and showed him the gold, which was 
th twenty jars: he took ten and the gardener tec, and the old man 
said to him, "O my son, fill thy^f leather bottles' with the 
sparrow'olives* which grow in this garden, for they are not found 
except in our land; and the merchants cany them to all parts. 
Lay the gold in the bottles and strew it mzi with olivesr then stop 
them and cover them and take them with thee in the ship.” So 
Kamar ahZaroan arose without say or delay and took fifty leather 
bottles and stored in each somewl^ of the gold, and do^ each 
one after placing a layer of olives over the gold; and at the bottom 
of one of the bottles he laid the talisman. Then sat he down to 
talk with the gardener, confident of speedy reunion with his own 
people and saying to himself, “When I come to the Ebony Islands 


■Arab. p\ut. of ’’'Mitr/' a large 1^c»cl of ledcher w tfcod for witcr^ etc. 
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I will journey thence to my father's country and enquire for my 
belo^'ed Budur. Would to Heaven I knew whether ahe returned 
to her own land or Journeyed on to my father's country or whether 
there befei her any accident by the way.” And he hegan versi' 
fyiug, 

"Love 10 my fereaat they lit and fared away, • And far the land whciEin 

my I< 7 ve h pent : 

Par tile c^mp and ihp^ who cinip thcreifi; ^ Far is her tcnt'^nnc, 
where I ne'er shsM tent 

P^tjence far fled me when fmin me thiry^ fleJ; • Skep filled mine c>'«s, 
endumnee forsi^ent: 

They left and wJth liian left my every jqy, * Wending w'sth themi nor 
find I peatie that wmi: * 

They made these mil down love-teanE in flijod, * And lacking them 
these eync w'itli tears ire drcnL 

When my tnsiQ spin! once again wodd sc? them, * When pnie and txpec- 
tadon but augment* 

In my heart s core their cottnEcrfeiia I trace, * Wiih and yeamine 10 
behold their grace/* 

Then, while be awaited the end of the term of days, he told the 
gardener the tale of the birds and what had passed hetween them; 
whereat the hearer wondered; and they both lay down and slept 
till the flioming. The gardener awoke sick and abode thus two 
days; but on die third day, his sickness increased on him , till 
th^ despaired of his life and ICamar ahZaman grie\’ed with sote 
gnef for him. Meanwhile behold, the Master and his crew’' carne 
and enquired for the gardener; anck when Kamar al-Saman told 
them that he was sick, they asked, "Where be the youth who is 
minded iri go with ys to the Ebony Islands?" “He is your ser- 
vant and he standeth before you!" answered the Prince and bade 
them carry the bottles of olives to the ship; so they transported 
them, ^ying, "hlake haste, thou, for the wind is fair;" and he re' 
plied, I hear and obey, Then he earned his provaunt on board 
and. returning to bid the gardener farewell, found him in the 
agonies of death; so he sat down at his head and closed his eyesi, 
and hu soul departed his bodj'; whereupon he laid him out and 
committed him to the earth unto the mercy of Allah Ahnighty. 
Then he made for the ship but found that she Iwd already weii^ed 
anchor and set sail: nor did she cease to cleave the sra s till she 
disappeared from his sight. So he wen? back to whence he came 
heavy-hearted with whirling head; and neither would he address 
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3. sou) nor remm a riroly; and reaching the garden and sitting 
down in carle and care he threw dust on ois head and bitffetied his 

cheeks.-And Shahrarad peredved the dawn day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


SIhtn it toa£ ifie Stoo |l)uiittreb aitb jTiftttntli .#^tgitiir 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
ship sped on her course, Kamar al'Zaman returned to the garden 
in cafK and care; hut anon he rented the place of its owner and 
hired a man to help him in irrigating the trees. Moreover, he re^ 
paired the trap'door and he went to the underground chamber and 
bringing the rest of the gold to grass, stowed it in other fifty 
bottle which he filled up with a layer of olives. Thai he enquired 
of the ship and they told him that it sailed but once a year; at 
which his trouble of mind redoubled and be cried sore for that 
which had hetided him, above all for the bss of the Princess 
Budur's talisman, and spent: his nights and days weeping and pc' 
peating verses. Such was his case; but as regards the diro she 
sailed with a favouring wind till she reached Ebony Isl^ds. 
Now by decree of destiny. Queen Budur was sitting at a lattice' 
window overlooking the sea and saw* the galley cast anchor upon 
the strand. At this sight, her heart throbbed and she took horse 
with the Chamberlains and Nabobs and, riding down to the shore, 
halted by the ship, whilst the sailors broke bulk and bore the bales 
to the storehouses; after which she called the captain to her pre¬ 
sence and asked what he had with him. He answered “O King, 
I have ivitb me in diis ship aromatic drugs and cosmetics and 
healing powders and ointments and plasters and precious metals 
and rich stuffs and rugs of Yemen leather, not to be liome of mrde 
or camel, and all manner of ottats and spices and perfumes, civet 
and ambergris and camphor and Sumatra aloes-wood, and tama * 
rinds' and sparrow'olives to boot, such as are rare to find in this 
country.” Vl^en she heard talk of spaitowolives her heart longed 
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for them and she said co the ship'inascer, “Kom much of olives 
hast thou?" He rrahed, **Fj/ty botdes fuJl^ but their owner is 
not With us: so the King shall what he will of them." Quoth 
ahe, "Bring them ashore, that 1 may see them." Thereupon he 
called to the sailors, who brought her the fifty bottles: she 

opened one and, tookihg at the olives, said to the captain, “1 will 
cake the whole fifty ana pay you their value, whaeso it bk" He 
answered, “By Allah, O my lord, they have no value in our 
country: moreover their shipper tarried behind us, and be is a poor 
man." Asked she, “And what are they worth here?" and he 
answered "A thousand dirhams/’ “I will take them at a thoU' 
sand," she said and bade th em cany the fifty bottles to the pali^ce. 
When it was night, she called for a bottle of olives and opened it, 
there being none in the room but hersdf and die Princess Hayat 
al'^Nufus. Then, placing a dish before her she turned into it the 
contents of the jar, when there fell out into the dish with the olives 
a heap of red gold; and she said to the Lady Hayat al'Nufus, 
“This is naught but gold!" So she sent for die rest of the bottles 
and found them all full of precious metal and scarce enough olives 
CO fill a single jar. Moreover, she sought among the gold and 
found cherem the talisman, which she took and mcamined and 
behold, it was that which Kamar al'Zaman had taken from off the 
band of her petticoat trousers. Thereupon she cried out for joy 

and slipped down in a swoon;-And Shahf ^j ^ d perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 


it ludi ific lEbo lliunbteh anb S^ixterntfi .^fg^t. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when King 
Budur saw the talisman she cried out for joy and slipped down in 
a swoon: and when she recovered she said to herself, "Verily, this 
talisman was the cause of my separation from my beloved 
al'Zaman: but now it is an omen of good," Then she showed it 
to Hayat ai'Nufus and said to her, “This was the cause of dis > 
union and now. please Allah, it shall Ise the cause of reunion." Aa 
soon as day dawned she seated herself on the royal throne and 
sent for the ship'inaster, who came into the presence and Irjgced 
the ground before her. Quoth she, "Where didst thou leave the 
o^er of these ohves?" Quoth he, “O King of the ag^ we left 
him in the land of the Magians and he is a gardener therc.^* She 
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rejoined, Except thou bring hiiu to me, thou knowcst not the 
harm which awmteth thee and thy ship," Then she bade them 
seal up the mapzines or' the merchants and said to them, "Verily 
the owner of these olives hath borrowed of me and 1 have a rUim 
upon him for debt and, imlEss yc bring him to me, I will without 
fmi do you all die and seize your goods," So they went to the 
captain and promised him the hire of the ship, if he would go and 
^a second time, saying, ‘''Deliver us from this masterful 
tynmt. Accordingly the skipper embarked and set sail and 
Allah decre^ him a prosp^ous voj^e, till he came to the Island 
of the Magkins and, landing by ni^t, went up to the garden. 
Now the night was long upon Kamar ai-Zaman, and he sat, 
tethinking him of his beloved, and bewailiiig what had Wallen 
him and x'ersifying, 

“A ni^t wlicee stars irfuKd to nm ihdr ooiurse. • A night of tbose wfudi 
iifn«T fleem cutwom 1 

Like ResumKtkrti-day. of Iflngsajne length* • To him that watched and 
waited for the mofn.** 

Now at this moment, the captain knocked at the garden-gate, and 
Kamar al-Zaman opened and went out to him, whereupon the 
crew seized him and w^ent down with him on board the ship arid 
set sad forthright; and they ceased not voyaging days and nights, 
whilst Kamar al-Zamao knew not why they deSc thus with him; 
but when he questioned them they replied, "Thou hast offended 
against the Lord of the Ebony Islands, the son'in-law of King 
Armanus, and thou hast stolen his monies, miserable fKat; thou 
Said h^ “By Allah! 1 never entered ^at country nor do 1 
know where it is'" However, they fared on with him, till they 
made the Eixiny Islands and landing, carried him up co the Lady 
Budur, who knew him at sight and said, “Leave him with the 
Couchs, that thw may take him to the bath." Then she rdiev^ 
toe merchants of the embargo and gave the captain a robe of 
honour worth ten thousand pieces of gold; and, after returning 10 


* ITE not agreed upon the Jchfltli nf the Day nf Doom when ell erenud (lunsi. 

awiUi^cd by the mse)*, #w«t fine! jurlBiiicet: the different petiodi tuated an 
yiMie, m, 300 end SO/KlO. Yet the trial ittelf wDt Usr no bnecr than while ojw may mUk 
■n ewe, or chui "the tpicc between two milking of a ^lowcaniel,*" ThJi U hrin^ns down 
Hu«a,_Tti Earth with a witucH; but, after all, the Ucawm of *11 Aidii^ tiKfuding "'Siidtlt. 
oilwin, the l»t«t developacnt, is tmljf lu earth mure or leu glnrihed mn u the Drier 
B mnnamty marc w Iw ptt/Ktpd* 
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the palace, she went in that nieht to the Priooess Hayat al'Nvifns 
and told her what had passedL saying, “Keep thou my counsel, 
till I accomplish my purpose, and do a which shall be 
recorded and shall be read by Kings and commoners after we be 
dead and gone," And w’hen she gave orders chat they bear Kamar 
aj'Zaman te the hath, they did so and dad him in a royal habit so 
that, when he came forth, he resembled a w'dlow'bough or a star 
which shamed the greater and lesser light’ and its glow, and Kia 
life and soul returned to his frame. Then he repaired to the 
pdace and went in to the Princess Budvir- and when she saw him 
she schooled her heart to patience, till she should have accomr 
pli^cd her purpose; and she bestowed on him Mamelukes and 
eunuchs, camds and muks, Morem-er, she gave him a treasury of 
money and she ceased not advancing him From dignity to dignity, 
till she made him Lord High Treasurer and committed to his 
charge all the treasures of the state; and she admitted him to 
familiar favour and acquainted the Emirs with his rank and 
dignity. And all loved him, for Queen Budur did not cease day 
by day to increase his allowances, As for Kamar al-Zaman, be 
was at a loss anent the reason of her thus honouring him; and he 
gave gifts and largesse out of the abundance of the wealth; and 
he devoted himself to the service of King Arm an us; so that the 
King and all the Emirs and people, great and small, adored him 
and were wont to swear by his life. Nevertheless, he ever mar- 
veiled at the honour and favour shown him by Queen Budur and 
said to himself, *'By Allah, there needs must be a reason for this 
affection! Peradventure:, tins King favourcth me not with these 
immoderate favours save for some ill purpose and, therefore, 
there is no help but that 1 crave leave of him to depart his 
realm.,^' So he went in to Queen Budur and said to her, “O 
King, thou hast overwhelmed me with favours, but it will fulfil 
the measure of thy bounties if thou take from me all thou hast 
been pleased to bestow upon me, and permit me to depart." She 
smiled and asked, "What maketh thee seek to depart and plunge 
into new penis, whenas thou art in the atjoyment of the high^ 
favour and greatest prosperity?" Answered Kamar al'Zaman, 


* Arab, lit. '”thc two Arab rhcume \ t to ^^Shamiiai/' 

or "'two luft*/' bcfftimc liqlitcr i'jtkhiiflTlj pr9Fir>un«; S«, iUmt Omif wai Ifsa 
than Ahu-Bikr tht tw& ate coUfiii in y ulgar parlan^jc, QiniiraTn 
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“O King, verily diis favour, if there be no reason for it, is in dmi 
a wonder of wonders, more hy token that thou hast advanced me 
to dignities such as bcilc men of age and experience, albeit I am 
as it a young child.” And Queen Budor rejoined, "The 
reason ^ that I tove thee for thine esceeding lovdiiiess and thy 
swpassing beauty^ and if thou wilt but grant me my desire of 
thy body, I will advance thee yet farther in honour and favour 
and largesse; and I will make thee Warir. for ali thy tender age, 
even as the folk made me Sultan over them and I no older than 
thou; so that nowadays there is nothing strange when cHdren 
take the head and by Allah, he was a giried man who 

It senaiis as though of Lot'a tribe were mir days, * And crave with love to 
auvuicc xlic young in ycai^^ 

When Kamar al'Zaman heard these words, he was abashed and 
his cheeb flushed till they seemed a^flame; and he “I need 
not these favours which lead to the commission of sin; I will live 
in wealth but wealthy in virtue and honour,” Quoth she, 
"I am not to be duped fay thy scruples, arising from prudery and 
coquettish ways; and Allah bless him who saith, 

To I ^akc of coupling, hut lie aid to me, * How Jong this noyous 
long persiitciicy?' 

But when goJtJ piece 1 showM him, he ciiai, • 'Who fnem (he Almielav 
Sovereign e'er slial! flee?’" 

Now when Kamar al'Zaman, heard these words and understood 
her vci^ and their import, he said. "O King, 1 have not the 
habit of these doings, nor have I strength to bear these heavy 
bi^hens for which elder than 1 have proved unable; then how 
will It be with my tender age?" But she smiled at his speech 
and retorted, Tndced, it is a matter right marvellous bow error 
springeth from the disorder of man's intendiment! Since thou 
art a boy, why standest thou in fear of sin or the doing of things 
forbiddm, seeing diat thou art not yet come to years of canonical 
responsibility; and the offences of a child incur neither punish' 
ment nor reproof? Verily, thou hast committed tbyseh to a 
quibble for the sake of contention, and it is thy duty to bcfw 


’ Anuillng to lilt tojgdt vjin to the Sodoniitetin the iJupc of homdfltl ntutlii 

(iCmn 
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before a proposal of irmmn, so henceforward ceaw from denial 
and coynes^ for the (X>mmandmcni of Allah ls a decree fcrc- 
ordaine^i^ indeed^ I have more rea^ than thou to fear faUlDg 
and by am ^ be mMed: and wdhifispired was he who said, 

'My prickle is bie and the litde me sjid, • 'Throsi boldly in vkatli with 
biHi^likc stFOEc! 

Then Ip' "Tis a ainl; and he, 'No ain Co pc! • So X had him at mcc with a 
coiintcrfdC poke."'^ 

When Kamar al^Zaman heard these words, the light became dark¬ 
ness in his sight and he said, King, thou hast in thy household 
fair women and female slaves^ who have not thdr like in this age: 
shall not these sii^oe thee without me? Do thy will with t h^ 
and let me go!'" She replied^ '* *Thou sayest soothe but it is not 
with them that one who loveth thee can heal himself of torment 
and can abate his fever- for^ when tastes and inclinations are 
corrupted by vice, they hear and obey other than good advice. 
So leave arguing and listen to w^hac the poet saith, 

'Seat mt the bazar with fruit in * Thcae men are for 6gB and for 
sycofnaie* those!' 

And what another saith* 

'Many whose anklct-nn|s arc dumb have tmkling belEa, • And this hath all 
contEfxit while that tor want wail ; 

Thmi bidd'jft me be a fool and uuit tbcc for her charnu; • Allah focrfcnjil t 
leave The Faiths turn InEclel! 

Nay* by thy rights of sidc-^beaid mocking all her curb, • Noc mott iwar 
inaid'* from thee my heart dmll spelL^ 


^ Kmn Txmn. ^3 

ukMin^ not du red ihSn^ (with * wnman^. It mijr ilia '‘fey 
hit tndietncnE of me.'* All tfejs ATeno ti wricica itt tfec ftwm of PerdaEuEgyptaia 
blicfeauArdiim, snd fmi a cimmu inthicpologicaJ «iidf. the "hhek joke*" of the mse 
And mqdai wife u itiEmi table. 

* Arab. Cn *'Jiifima 3 Fi£*")«tKe of tile mjevycomore (F. Sycoitums)^ 

■ nu^diScetit tree wbkii pn?duc«i m tmail ti^tdes fig. catEb bjr iJtc poorer cliJM la 
Egypt ittd fey inoeikc^ Tfee "TTn** or Tdl fig here I* the woniAfi'i psTu; the '"imillscrry- 
6a,"' the AmiSL (i, nvikcd the fnllowlog diiitmctioii;~ 

Difiemui Sciii, f|yaj ictmiia in afhore wjih 
Dkemiii Scoa, Csodbuici tuu*. 

Ami Moderrt Italan ptMer^^a i Jlffcrence feetweca mdfid. 

* Armb Gkiniyat A^jb fpFar. AJri«vin^Ti): dw former ii properly a womui who 

dcspuei orMnicnti ami neHei on "beauty (m. In bgil j. 
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And yet anotherp 

"O beaury'fi Uiuont love for thce*A my croed: * Free choice of Fahb and file 
my best destrer 

Women I have forswarii fctf thee; ^ may • Deem me alJ men thiii day a 
abavding 

And yet anothett 

'Fvea not E>cardless one widi girt, nor heed * The spy who saich to thee 
"Til an anviar 

Far different i$ the girl who^ feet one * And that gazelle whesee feet 
the earth must lusos' 


And yet anothetp 

‘A boy of cwioe ten la fit for a Kingf 


And yet another. 

The pentt smooth and round waa toade with anus best to match it; * Hid it 
been mixte for evnmus^ sake it had been formed like haticheE!' 


And yet another said, 


'My *oul thy acrificef I chose thcc out * Who art not inerutruous nor ovi^ 
parous: 

Did 1 with woman rneil^ 1 sfiould beget * Brata till the wide wide world grew 
atrait for ua.* 


And yet anod^, 

‘She aaith (sore hurt ra sense the mott icute • For ^ had proffensd what 
did not besuit), 

^Unless thou stiokc: aa man should swive his wife * Bkmc not when horns 
thy brow shall Incamutei 

Thy wand seema waxen, to a Umpo giwn, * And tnort 1 paim it, softer 
gnjw5 die bnitcr 

And yet another, 

‘Quoth she (for I to He wich her forbore), • "O foUy-following fool, O fool 
to core: 


^ '^Nihll nnntiu* iipud maiiadioi^ coJtiinaleK sAcrified^** ^hannf$ Jt Im Cim 
Btnm-jftiM.i EpixnFus, by BuTtdm An«t, of Met Cb. tU^ Sccl 2$ ud tht fumot 

epitiphati fhp Jeniil, 


G-gIt fcin JwuitE E 

Puum, sore ka ci pu*e vile J 
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If thou my cofnie for Kibbh^ to thy ooigDcr • Reject* * show thee tvh^t 
ah^U plcdse more.'* 

And yet another, 

‘'She proffered roe ^ teuder coynte • Quorh I *l will not ro^r ihecP 
She drew Iwfc, ayingf^ 'Frata die Faiih • He tuma^ who* tutu^ by 
Heaven 1 decred" 

And front-wise flittering^ in one day^ * la obsolete persiateiicry!’' 

Then 5^'ung she round and shuiing rump • Like advero lump ^he showed 
mel 

1 cried; *Wdl done^ O mistress roine! * No more am i in pain for thee; 
O thou of all that Allah oped* * Sbewest me fairat vicUuy!' 

And yet another, 

'Men craving pardon will uplift their hands; * Women pray pardon wiih 
cheir Leg^ on high! 

Out on It for a pioua, prayerful work! ■ The Lord raise it in the 
depths to *'* 

When Kamar al-Zaman heard her quote this poetry, and was 
certihed that there was no taping compliance with what willed 
she, he said, "'O King of the age, if thou must needs have it so, 
make covoiant with me that thou wilt do this thing w'ith me but 


^ Arab. "Kihkh"»th? frontm^.ploEc: of praTer, Mecc^ fw MosEema, Jcrwlnn fw 
Je»i Hjul early ChriiBin*, S« PSIgrinnijir [iL 321) foe tbe Modem changt from Jem. 
Kkm v> Meorali and IbiJ* fiL irj) for fho way m wbfch ihc dbooion wm thawnH 

* The Koran mys sL) ] ^"our vhra are ypttr dlkgt i go ia tbmfiHK unto yoyr 

dllizife in what tnanner ^ cw 7^ willr" CsuaUy ihia n tinsiefstood m meriting in any 
pDGtirrc, Itanainfl or ! viop, bjictw^da Of forwada. Yti rbiTc h a poiTida; easing 

about the man whom die womnn rbjps (vulg, St- G»rsc*i» France, 3c PoirilEoii); “Curti!il 
be who maketh wwnars Heavofi and hunitdf earth I*^ Sonic hold the Kurartic 

have been fevc^Ud in cuefutanoii of ihe Jewf, w 3 io pteiemkfd rhai if a man lay with hil 
wife backwanii, he woold beg^e a deverer chittL OiKctv again umlcrgcand it of pic- 
^imhjs vmtry^ wJilcb it abeunii every aneient lew-fiTcr framed hit cade to Imrcaic 
the mte wetlih of die peoptc--popofafieri—and aevcrtlv pimitJ«d all pweno^ hbe 
which impeded tL The PtfsiifF* iidlUe ihe hatroi of women for meh m^iuic 
jikcn they would fm-cc ■ wive tu demand a djTofcee and thu* ftwfdt hef ckim tf^ hfahf 
they cooTcn ihcm into cammitet iilh after a month or 10, diey W aU pJUicate 
and leave the house- 

* Koran ti. ^ *TIe wHl he turned aaide from the Faith (or Tmib) w|i» ihjll be fumed 
uide by the Divine dccfEc;*^ aDudirrif, in the c«t, tu the prt^stcroua venerr her lover 
demandi. 

* Arab, 'Tutuh"' mfiaRiEig openinp^, anil aW vxetorfei, bcnegtL "I'kc Wer omiiTacii^ 
Uta her on Her mororying *cif Ln wder to plcajie him, 

* “And the tightspui work will be ataii"; (Kwan anv. HJ app^ed ironically. 
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once, though it avail not txx correct thy depraved appetite; and 
thou never again require this thing of me to the end of 
rim e; so perchance shall AUnh purge me of die She replied, 
“I promise ihee this tiling, hoping that Allah of His favour wiU 
relent towards us and blot out our mortal offence; for the girdle 
of heaven's forgiveness is nor indeed bo strait, but ft may compass 
us around and absolve us of the excess of our heinous sins and 
bring us to the light of salvation out of the darkness of error; and 
indcTO excellently well saith the poet, 

'Of evil tbinfi ibe feJk suspect us twain; * And to this tboughc their hearts 
ind souU aiV bent; 

Come, dear! lets justify and free their souls * That wtmg ui; one good 
bout vid then-—repent!" 

Thereupon she made him an agreement and a covenant smd 
swore a solemn oath by Him who is Sdf'esistent, that this thing 
^oxiid befal betwixt them but once and never again for all tmie, 
and that the desire of him was driving her to death and perdition. 
So he rose up with her, on this condition, and went with her to 
her own boudoir, that she might quench the lowe of her lust, 
saying, "There is no Majesty, and there is no Might save in Allah, 
the Glorious, die Great! Tliis is the fated decree of the Ail- 
powet^, the AU-wim!"; and he doffed his b^-trousere, shame- 
full and abashed, with the tears running from his eyes for stress of 
affright. Thereat she smded and making liim mount upon a couch 
with her, said to him, "After this night, thou shalt see naught 
will offend thee." TTien she turned to him bussing and bosotnmg 
Kim and bending calf over calf, and said to him, "Put thy hand 
between my thighs to the accustomed place; so haply it may stand 
up to prayer afer prostration.” He wept and cried. am not 
good at aught of this,” but she said, "By my life, an thou do as I 
□id thee, it shall profit thee!" So he put out his hand, with vitals 


* A pf^epni Tommy Moofe r— 

mrthar my littb Veriui^ 

Hic;c'4 MHncthina rtot quite rigbi bctwcfn 
And in fodt u jnvch h 1 , 

KoiPj wi niT my Uttlc Veau*, 

I fiFcar ^ttvouLi ROt be riftht betiirteii 
To let ytmr inathEr tdt ft lie. 

Bm Aret li moft moral thjii Mr, little^ ■* hi proptim to repent. 
VOL IlL 
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a-firc for conftjsion, and found her dughs coaler than cream and 
softer than silk. Tlie toudung of them pleasured him and be 
moved his hand hither and thither^ tiU it came co a dome abound^ 
ing in good gifts and movements and ahifts, and said in himself^ 
“Perhaps this King is a hermaphrodice^^ neither man nor woman 
qnitef' so he said to her^ "'O I cannot find that thou hast a 
tool like the tools of men; what then moved thee to do this 
deed?'^ Then loudly laughed Queen Budtir till she fell on her 
back,* and said, *'0 my dearliiig^ how quickly thou base forgotten 
the nights we have lain togetherf^ Then she made herself Imown 
to him» and he knew her for his wife, the Lady Budur, daughter of 
King al'Gbayur, Lord of the Isles and the So he embraced 
her and she embraoed him, and he kis^d her and she kissed him ; 
then they lay down on the bed of pleasure voluptuous, repeating 
the words of the poet, 

"'When hia softly bending shape bid him close to my embrace * Which dipt 
him ill about like the cendiil^ pf the vinc^ 

And ahed 1 fljood of softness m the hirdnesd of bi» heart, ■ He ^'^ded; 

ihcugh at first he was oimded to decline^ 

And dreading lat the railer'a eye should light upon his fotEu, • Came ar^ 
mour^ with caution to baffle hds degign: 

Hla wait makes mam of hinder cheeks that wekh upon hi$ feet • lake 
heavy load of merchandise xiptm young camjeliren; 

Girt with hia glances scymltir which seemed athiigt for bkiod, • And 
in mail of dusky curls that show the sheenicst sbine^ 


* Arskb. w €{iccld„ fmin ECbanjv bending; Inii^ardi, the in«ith 

of m vAtcf-ikui hofbnr dmikiiiiE, LUl? ^tukhirutju, h ii iIki ui«d for an cffcmimitc mint, 
A pualve lodomi^ And tYen for 4 mouck. Ewtemt tcilJ hdlcve in Westemj knam 
to be in impotHMihr- humifi bdji^ vnth the pwii and propornonj d" both icjecf eqiuiff 
lievclDpoei mnd tapable of rcproductimi; And AS-^ldAin even pFOviiiea irpedflJ rulct them 
{PStgfiTtiAgc m Wc Wd them to be Hui!on*« foiireh clafis df (dtrpneaBe) montim, 

bdionj^nff Mndaily to one or the Other ksc, ind rdJited to its oppttiic otdy by ntne few 
chiTMTCTtsdci, The ofii Gtrckj itremmed> tfeer zhcir f^Ahion, a beautiful poetic ditAm of 
4 hiunui immaf th« cxuitradictn^ btauReA nF mAo ahiJ voniAo. The dutUfy of 

the HcnerA&vc oniiniircm* an old Egyptian trAdidoo; At least we find it to O^e^i C, IT), 
where the inLige of the DeiTy k cremiu^ male ami femalct befone man was fimed mil of 
the duff of the ^nni fii, 71. The dd trsdirlon fmind way to India {if the Htodoi did 
not bnrow [he tdes from tho Creehi); and one of the formi oF Mihadeva, ike third penoa 
of thetf triad,, ti enritled AirUun^^" * the HalF-wtHnQir^ which hu cu^petred to tfaem 
Kimc dyt^nB pscturciL EumpcEiu^ icdog ihc left hrcaat coAipkoousI j feminloe, hive 
Indulged in tilty foirrUses about the ^'Amaioni-'" 

•This h ■ phrase for wr qf laii^bter'"; the qu«n wr on htr Uvck. And 

at Eaiternj hi <m ettpt^x^ thdr faUtikg beck }■ very diOefenc fram the lAine moremejir off 
a ebair^ 
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His fiagrancc wafted happjr asm cf footstep caning nigK. * * And 10 him 
like a bird uncaged I flew in atiai|Jitcrt line; * * j , . .l 

1 spread my ut»n bis path, beneadi ha sa^l'shoon, * And lol the 

stihiiuD* of their dust healed aU my hurt eync. _ 

With one embiaar again i bound the baiuio* of our bi-'cs,* And loosed 
the bwt of my delight thai bound in bonds mahgn: 

TTien bade I make high iratiral, and straight came flocking m Pure jcyi 
that know not giirdcd age* iwr aught and P^J 

The full moon dotted with the stars the bp* ^ pearly uKth That dance 
nght joyously upon the bubbling facf ™ , .nr M 

So in the piayer'niche of their joys ! yicldfid me to what Would make 
the humblest penitent of sinner most mdi^ , 

1 swear by aJI the signs* of those gkioes in his face * lU neer forget 
the Chapter entituled AbEkhlai ’* 

Then Queen Budur told Kamar al-Zaman all chat bad 
her fiotn beginning to end and he did likewise; ^ ^ 

began to upbraid her, saying, “Wbat moved thee to deal with me 
as thou hast done this night?" She replied, “Pari^ me,; for I 
did this by way of jest, and that pleasure and gladness mi^t he 
increased" And when dawned the morn and day ari^ wiA rts 
sheen and shone, she sent to King Ar^us, sire of the Lady 
Hayat al-Nufus, and acquainted him with the truth of the ca« 
and that she was wife to Kamar al'Zaman, Moreover, she told 
him their tale and the cause of thdr separation, ^d how h^ 
daughter was a virgin, pure as when she was bom. He maryellra 
at thdr story with exceeding marvd and bade them chromcle it 
in letters of gold. Then he turned to Kamar al-Zaman and said, 
“O King*3 son, art thou minded to become my son'tn-law by 
marrying my daughter?" RepUed he, "I must consult the 


I Ar»b. ■■tmtiid,’" the tre^wwifEr bcfwr ootietd. j j j, „ 

• Whw tlw Caliph AtTl'i lilldh) hwjnd * » • •P<^ “'1 

QiSfer, he theteby oppeinted him 07 Vjeaf^ent- 

' Afah. •■SUib etinshfc" »lit. a iW «ho *lukci hesd in ditipiww*!. 

• Atmh. ■■AyAt"-the Hthe. •'Otudi," ■pi*, J » 

• The Clupter "ALIkhli*" tj- cleannu (oiic*el/ frim toy faith bat that of Umtyi u 

No. cadt. uid runi 

StYf He U tbe One Godt 
The fempitemfil God* 

He be^etKih »roit wr He 
And unto Him tlie like U ttoL 

It w hew w he equal in wlm » or«wthirtl of the Kn^n. and h dafly u«d m payer. Mr- 
Rodwell niAkea 1 c die unth- 
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Queen Budur, as she hath a daiin upon me foi hene£ts without 
sdnt." And when he took counsel with her, she said, ‘"Right is 
thy recking; marry her and I will be her handmaid; for 1 am her 
debtor for kindness and favour and gpod offices, and ohligatio(QS 
manifold, especially as wc are here in her place and as the King 
her father hath w'helmeJ us with benches^"'* Now when he saw 
that she inclined to this and was not jealous of Hayat al'^Nufus, 

he agreed with her upon this matter.-^And Shahraxad per' 

ceiv^ the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

Glficn it fnas the tChro anh ^ebenlcentt) 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar 
al'Zaman agreed with his w'ife. Queen Budur, upon this matter 
and told King Armanus what she had said; w'hereat he rejoiced 
With gr^t joy. Then he went out and, seating lumself upon his 
chair of estate, assembled all the Watirs, Emirs, Chamberlains 
and GrandiKs, to whom he related the whole story of Kamar 
al'Zaman and his wife, Queen Budur, from first to last; and 
accjuainted them w'jch his desire to many hfa daughter ^ayat 
al'Nufus to the Pnnee and make him King in the stead of Queen 
Budur. Whereupon said they all, “Since he is ic husband of 
Queen Budur, who hath been our King till now, whiUt we deemed 
her soo'itt'bw to King Armanus, w'e are all content to have him 
to Suit^ over us; and w'e will be his servants, nor will we swerve 
from his allegiance." So Armanus rejoiced heteat and, summon' 
ing Kaais and witnesses and the chief officers of state, bade draw 
up the contract of mamage between Kamar al'Zaman and his 
^ughtCT, the Princess Hayat al-Nufus. Then he held high 
festival, giving sumptuous matriage'feasts and bestowing cosuy 
dresses 01 honour upon all the Emirs and Captains of ac host; 
moreover he distributed alms to the poor and needy and set free 
^ the prisoners. The whole world rejoiced in the coming of 
Kamar al'Zaman to the throne, blessing him and wishing nim 
endurance of glory and prosperity, renown and f^ehdty; and, as 
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as he b^ame King, he remitted the customs'dues and 
released all men who remained in ^ 0 !, Thus he abode a long 
while, ordering himself worthily towards his lieges; and he lived 
with his two wives in peace, happiness, constancy and content, 
lying the night with each of them in turn. He ceased not after 
this fashion during many years, for indeed all his troubles and 
aJflicrions were blotted out from him and he forgot his father King 
Shahriman and his former estate of honour and favour with him. 
After a whik Alm^hty Allah blessed him with two boy children, 
as they were two shining moons, through his two wives; the elder 
whose name was Prince Amjad,^ by Queen Budur, and the 
younger whose name was Prince As’ad by Queen Hayat al' 
Nufus; and this one was comelier than his brother. They wo'e 
reared in splendour and tender affection, in respectful bearing 
and in the perfection of training; and they were instructed in 
penman^p and science and the arts of government and horsc' 
manship, till they attained the extreme accomplishments and 
the utmost limit of beauty and loveliness; both men and women 
being ravished by their charms. They grew up aide by side till 
they reached the age of seventeen, eating and drinlting together 
and sleeping in one bed, nor ever parting at any time or tide; 
wherefore all the people envied them. Now when they came to 
man's estate and were endowed with every perfecricfn, their father 
was wont, as often as he w^ent on a journey, to make them ait in 
his stead by turns in the hall of judgement; and each did justice 
among the folk one day at 1 time. But it came to pass, by cun' 
hrined fate and determined lot, that love for As'ad (son of Queen 
Hayat al'Nufus) rose in the heart of Queen Budur, and that affcc' 
Cion for Amjad (son of Queen Budur) rose in the heart of Queen 
Hayat al-Nufus.* * Hence it was that each of the women used to 
sport and play with the son of her sister'wife, kissing him and 
straining him to her bosom, whilst lach mother thought that the 
other's behaviour arose but from maternal affection. On this wise 
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pdfisioti got die mastery of the two women's hearts and they be* 
came madly m love wi^ the two youths, so that when the other's 
son came in to either of them, she would press him to her breast 
and long for him never to be patted from her; dlf, at last, when 
watting grew longsome to them and they found no path to enjoys 
ment, they refused meat and drink and banished the solace of 
sleep. Presently, the King fared forth to course and rhag^ bid' 
ding^his two sons sit to tb justice in his stead, each one day in 

turn,* as was their wont--And Shahia^d perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

ft tnas tfit fCtaa l^unhreb anh Cfgbfttnth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the King 
fared forth to sport and hunt, bidding his two sons sit to do justice 
in his stead, each one day by turn, as was their wonL Now Prince 
Amjad sat in judgement the first day, bidding and forbidding, ap- 
TOindng and deposing, giving and refusing; and Queen Hayat al- 
Nufus, mother of As'ad, wrote to him a letter suing for his favour 
and discovering to him her passion and devotion; altogether put¬ 
ting off the ma.^ and giving liim to know that she desired to enjoy 
him. So she took a scrou and thereon indited the^ 

"From the lo\'e deran^d * the sorrowful and estranged • whose 
torment is prolonged for the longing of thee! * Were I to recount 
to thee the extent of my care • and what of sadness 1 bear * the 
passion which my heart doth tear * and all that 1 endure for 
weeping and unrest • and the rending of my sorrowful breast • 
my unremitting grief • and my woe without relief * and all my 
suffering for severance of thee • and sadness and love s ardency * 
no letter could contain it; nor calculation could compass it • 
Indeed earth and heaven upon me are strait; and 1 have no hope 
and no trust but what from thee I await * Upon death I am come 
nigh • and the horrors of dissolution I ahy • Burning upon me 
is sore * with parting pangs and estrangement gafore * Were I 
to set forth the yearnings that possess me more and more * no 
scrolls would suffice to hold such store • and of the excess of my 
pain and pine, I have made the following lines:— 

Were I to dwU cn heait'coiumiiing • Unease and tranEporct m my 
ffpifit meet, 

Noefa^ were left of Ink and noden pen • Nor aught of paper; no, not 
e'en a sheet.” 
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Then QuEcrt Hayat aVNufui wrapped up lier letter in a piece of 
costly ailk scented with musk and ambergris; and folded it up 
with her silken hair-sorings^ whose cost swallowed down treasures; 
kid it in a handkerchief and gave it to a eucuch bidding him bear 

it to Prmce Amjad.-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

She said. It bath reached me, O auspkioLis King, that she gave her 
missive to the eunuch in wa^g and l^de him bear it to Prince 
Amjad. And that eunuch went forth ignoring what the future hid 
for rum (for the Omniscient ordereth events even as He willeth); 
and, going in to the Frinoe, kissed the ground between his hands 
and handto to him the letter. On receiving the kerchief he opened 
it and, reading the epistle and recognising its gist he was ware that 
his father’s wife was essentially an adulteress and a traitress at 
heart to her husband. King Kamar al'Zaman. So he waxed wroth 
with exceeding wrath and railed at women and their works, say¬ 
ing, “Allah curse women, the traitresses, the imperfect in reason 
and reh'gionr'^ Then he drew his sword and said to the eunuch, 
“Out on thee, thou wicked slave! Dost thou carry messages of 
disloyalty for thy lord’s wife? By Allah, there is no good in thee, 
O black of hue and heart, O foul of face and Nature’s forming!" 
So he anote him on the neck and severed his head from his body; 
then, folding the kerchief over its contents he thrust it into his 
breast-pocket and went in to his own mother and told her what 
had passed, re^Tling and reproaching her, and saying, “Each one 
of you is viler than the odn^; and, by Allah the Great and 
Glorious, did I not fear ilhmanneredly to transgress against the 
rights of my father, Kamar al-Zaman, and my brother, Prince 
As’ad, 1 would assuredly go in to her and cut off her head, even 
as 1 cut off that of her eunuch!” Then he went forth from bis 
mother in a mighty rage; and when the news reached Queen 
Hayat al-Nufus of what he had done with her eunuch, she abused 
him* * and cursed him and plotted perfidy against him. He passed 
the n^ht, sick with rage, wrath and (xineem; nor found he pleasur e 
in meat, drink or deep. And when the nest morning dawn ed 
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Prince As ad fared forth in his turn to rule the folk in his father's 
stead, whilst hia mother, Hayac al'Nufus, awoke in feeble plight 
because of what she had heard from Prince Amjad concerning the 
slaughter of her eunuch. So Prince As'ad sat in the audience' 
chamber that day, judging and administering justice^ appointing 
and deposing, bidding and forbidding, giving and bestowing. And 
he ceased not thus till near the time of alcemoon'prayer, when 
Queen Budur sent for a crafty old woman and, discovering to her 
what wiis in her heart, wrote a letter to Prince As'ad, complaining 
of the excess of her affection and desire for him in these cadenced 
hues, "From her who perisheth for passion and love-forlom * to 
him who in nature and culture is goodliest bom * to him who » 
conceited of his own loveliness * and glories in his amorous grace * 
who from those that seek to enjoy him averteth his-face * and re¬ 
fused] to show favour unto the sdf abasing and tase • him who is 
cruel and of disdainfril mood * from the lover despairing of good * 
to Prince As'ad * with passing beauty endowed * and of exrpTling 
grace proud • of the face moon'bright • and the hiowflow'er-wbtte 
• and dazalmg splendid light * This is my letter to him whose love 
meltetli my * and rendeth my skin and bones’ • Know that 
my {^tience faileth me quite * and J am perplexed in my plight * 
longing and restlessness weary me * and sleep and padence deny 
themselves to me * hut mourning and watching stick fast to me * 
and desire and passion torment me • and the cstrcmes of langtwir 
and sickness have shent me * Yet may my life he a ransom for 
thee * albeit thy pleasure be to slay her who lovefh thee * and 
Allah prolong die life of thee * and preserve thee from all Jn- 
firmity!" And after these cadences she wrote couplets, 

"Fate hath comraanilcd I become thy fere, • O shining like f«I! moon when 
dcaiest dear! 

AIJ beauty dcsc embiajce, all doquemte; * Brighter than aught within Our 
worldly aphete: 

Content am I my torturtr thou he; • Haply shak almi mt with one lovdy 
leer! 

Happy htr death who dicih for thy love! * No good in her who Knltfeth thee 
tindearl" 

And also the following couplets, 

"Unto thee. As'ad! I of pasaion-pangj compUin; • Have ruth on slave of 
Inveso burnt with Naming ™in: 

How Ic^, I afit, dial] hands of Lowe disport with me, • With Inngiiiga , 
dolour, alcephneu and bale and bane? 
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Anon I ’plaio of sea in kcait^ anon of fire • In viuUi O uungc case, deaf 
wisk my faincfC fainf 

O blamci. cease thy hkmc, and Ask thv^df to fly • From love, which 
tiukfa these eync a rill of twn to mnL 

How ofc I cry foi absence and desire, Ah grief! * But all oiy crying oatighc 
of grin for me shall gam: 

Thy ri^cHiR dealt me aieJmess passing power to bear, * Thou art my only 
leath, aaafn me an thou odgnf 

O chider* dude me noc in caution, for J doubc • That pLaguey Lo^ to tb« 
shad also deal a 


Then Queen Budur perfumed the letter-paper w-ith a profusion of 
odoriferous musk and, windine it in her hairstdngs which were of 
Tralff fiilk, with pendants of oElong emeralds, set with pearls and 
stones of price, delivered it to the old woman, bidding her cany 
it to Prince As'ad.* She did so in Cfrder to pleasure her, and 
going in to the Prince, siraighro'ay and without stay, found him 
in his own rooms and delivered to him the letter in privacy, after 
which she stood waiting an hour or so for the answer. When 
As'ad had read the paper and knew its purport, he wrapped it up 
again in the ribbons and put it in his b^m-pocket; then (for he 
was wro^ beyond aU measure of wrath) he cursed false women 
and sprang up and drawing his sword, smote the old trot on 
the neck and cut off her pate. Thereupon he went in to his 
mother. Quern Hayat al-Nufus, whom he found lying on her bed 
in feeble case, for that which had bettded her with Prince Amjad, 
and railed at her and cursed her; after which be left her and fore¬ 
gathered with his brother, to whom he related aU that had befallen 
him with Queen Budur, adding, “By Allah, O my brother, but 
that I was ashamed before thee, I had gone in to her forthright 
and had smitten her head off her shoidders!’* Replied Prince 
Amjad, “By Allah, O my hrother, yesterday when I was sitting 
upon the seat of judgement, the Uke of what bath befallen thee 
day befel me also with thy mother who sent me a letter of 
similar purport.” And he told him all that had passed, adding, 
“By Allah, O my brother, naught but respect for thee withheld 
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me from going in to her and dealing with her even as I dealt with 
the eunudi!” They passed the rest of the night conversing and 
cursing false womankind, and agneed to keep the matter secret, 
lest thdr father should hear of it and kill the two women. Yet 
they ceased not to suiTer crouhle and foresee afOiedon. And when 
the moTTOw dawned^ the King returned with hissuitc from hunting 
and sat awhile in his chair of estate; after TA'liich he sent the Emirs 
about their business and went up to his palace, w'here he found his 
two wives lying a^bed and both exceeding sick and weak. Now 
they had made a plot against their two sons and concerted to do 
away their lives, for chat they had exposed themselves before them 
and feared to he at their mercy and dependent upon their forbear' 
ance. When Kamar al'2kiinan saw them on this wise, he said to 
them, “What aileih you?" Whereupon they rose to him an d 
kissing his hands answered, perverting the case and saying, 
“Know, O King, that thy two sons, who have been reared in 
thy bounty, have played thee false and have dishonoured thee in 
the persons of thy wives." Now when he heard this, the light 
became darkness in his jsigbt, and he raged with such wrath that 
his reason fied: then said he to them, “Explain me this matter.*' 
Replied Queen Budur, “O King of the age, know that these many 
days past thy son As’ad hath been in the persistent habit of send¬ 
ing me letters and messa^ to solicit me to lewdness and adultery 
while I stiU forbade him from this, but he would not be forbidden; 
and, when thou w-entest forth to hunt, he rushed in on me, drunk 
and w'ith a drawn sword in his hand, and smiting my eunudi, slew 
him. Then he mounted on my breast, still holding the sveord, and 
I feared lest he should slay me, if 1 gainsaid him, even as he had 
slain my eunuch; so be took his wicked will of me by force. And 
now If thou do me not justice on him, O King, 1 will slay myself 
with tny own hand, for I have no need of life in the world after 
this foul deed, ' And Queen Hayat al-Nufus, choking with tears, 
told him respecting FVinoe Amjad a story like that of her sister' 

wife,-'And Sh^razad perceived the ^wn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 


latjcn it Dmfi the TE^lno ia>unbtth anb lEtoeiitfeHj 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Queen 
Hayat al-Nufus told her husband, King Kamar al-Zaman, a story 





Tale op Kamar al'Zaman. 


3M 

like that of her sister in wedlock, Biidur, and, quoih ihe, “The 
same thing befei me with thy sOn Amjad;*'after which she tcxik to 
weeping and wailing and said, “Ejtcept thou do me justice on him 
I wffl tSl my father. King Armanus.” Then both women wept 
with sore weeping before King Kamar al'Zaman who, when he 
^aw their tears and heard their words, concluded drat thdr story 
was true and, waxing wroth beyond measure of wrath, went forth 
thinking to fall upon his two sons and put them to death. On 
way he met his father-in-law. King Axroanus who, hearing of hia 
return from the chase, had come to salute him at that ircry ho^; 
and, seeing hiin with naked brand in hand and blood dripping 
from his nnstnls, for excess of rage, asked what ailed him. So 
Ramar abZaman told him all that his sons Amjad and As’ad had 
done and added, “And here I am now going in to them to slay 
them in the foulest way and make of them most diameful of 
examples," Quoth King Armanus (and indeed he too was wroth 
with them), “Thou dost wdl, O my son, and may Allah not bless 
then] nor any sons that do such deed against their father s honour. 
But, O my son, thesayer of the old saw saith, 'Whoso looketh not 
to the end hath not Fortune to friend.' In any case, they are thy 
sons, and it befitteth not that thou kill them with thine own hand, 
lest thou drink of their death-agony,‘ and anon repent of having 
sl.iin thtTii Mrhenas repentance availeth thee naught. Rather do 
thou send them with one of thy h/Iameluke$ into the desert and 
let him kill them there out of thy sight, for, as saith the adage, 
'Out of sight of my friend is better and pleasanter.'" And when 
Kamar al-Zaman heard his father-in'Iaw's words, he knew them to 
be just; so he slieathed his sword and turning back, sat down upon 
the throne of his realm. There he suminoned his treasurer, a very 
old man, versed in affairs and in fortune s vicissitudes, to whom 
he said, "Go in to my sons, Amjad and As'ad; bind their hands 
behind them with strong bonds, lay them in two chests and bad 
them upon a mule. Then take horse thou and carry into 
mid-desert, where do thou kill them both and fill two vjali with 
their blood and bring the same to me in haste. H^lied the 
treasurer. "1 hear and I obe>\" and he rose up hurriedlv and went 
out forthright ro seek the Princes; and, on his road, he met them 
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coming out of the i^cfrvestibiile. for they hid donned their best 
clothes and their richest; and they were on their way bo salute 
their sire and give him joy of his safe return fn>m his going 
loiTO to^hunt. Now wh^ he saw them, he laid hands on them, 
aaying, O my sons, know ye that I am but a slave commanded, 
and that your father hath laid a commandment on me; will ye 
obey his commandment?* They said, "Yes*'; w'hereupon he 
went up to them and, after pinifming their arms, hid them in the 
<^ests which he tended on the hack of a mule he had tak^ from 
the city. And he ceased not ca^ng them into the open country 
till near noon, iwhen he halted in a waste and desolate place and, 
dismounting from his mare, let down the two chests from the 
mules back. Then he opened them and took out Amjad and 
^’ad; and when he looked upon them he wept sore for their 
b^ut>- and loveliness; then drawing his sword he said to them. 
By Allah, O my lords, indeed it is hard for me to deal so evilly 
by you: but I am to be excused in this matter, being but a slave 
^n^anded. for that your father King Kamar al'Zaman hath 
bito me strike off your heads." They repL'ed, “O Emir, do the 
J^g 3 bidding, for we bear with patience that which Allah (to 
Whom be Honour, flight and GIor>'!) hath decreed to us; and 
thou ^ quit of our blood,'* Then they embraced and bade eai^ 
^er farewell, and As'ad said to the treasurer, "Allah upon thee 
O uncle, spare me the sight of my brother's death-agony and 
i^c me not drink of his anguish, but kill roe first, for that were 
the easier for me. And Arojad said the like and entreated the 
treasurer to kul him before As ad, sayings brother is younger 
than I; so make me not taste of his anguish. And they both 
wept bitter tears whilst the treasurer wept for their weeping;_ 

And Shahraaad peredved the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
pennitted say. j- e 


Wfltti ft teas H)e CtDO ©wnbreli anh Ultoenfp-fic^i 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the treasurer 
wept for their weeping; then the two brothers embraced and bade 
f^eweU and one said to the other, "All this cometh of the malice 
of thc^ ^tre^, my mother and thy mother; and this is the 
reward of my forbearance towards thy mother and of thy for- 
beanince towards my mother? But there is no Might and there 
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is no Majesty save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great! Verily, we 
are Allah's and unto Him we are returmng/''' And Asad em' 
beaced his brother, sobbing and repeatir^ these couplets, 

"O Thuu to whan sad cremtliiif wights fa fear ctaapLun! * * O ever rady 
whatso ccBnetb to sustaui! 

The sole resource for inc i# at Thy door to knock; * At nhoee door knock 
an Thou to open wil t nut deign? 

O Thou whose grace u irosAured in the one word, Bei* * Favour me, I 
beseech, in Thee all wais coniain." 

Now when Amjad heard his brother’s weeping he wept also 
and pressing him to his bosom repeated these two couplets, 

"O Thou whose boons to me arc iisotc than one! * ^N^ose gifts and favrain 
have nor count nor bound! 

No stroke of all Fate’s strokes e’er fdl on me, * But Thee to take me by 
the hand 1 found.** 

Then said Amjad to the treasurer, 'T canjure thee by the One, 
OmnipoCCTit, the Lord of Mercy, the Benmoent! slay me before 
my brother As'ad, so haply shall the fire be queiicht in my heart s 
core and in this life burn no more.” But As'ad wept and tx- 
claimed, “Not SO: I will die first;" whereupon quoth Amjad, “It 
were best that 1 embrace thee and thou embrace me, 90 the sword 
may fall upon us and slay us both at a single stn)ke.’’ Thereupon 
they embraced, face to face and dung to each other stmttly, whilst 
the treasurer tied up die twain and bound them fast with cords, 
weeping the while. Then he drew his blade and said to them, '*By 
Allah, O my lords, it is indeed hard to me to slay you* Bui have 
ye no bst wishes that I may fulfil or charges which I may carry 
out, or message which I may deliver?" Replied Amjad, "'We have 
no wish; and my otdy charge to thee is that thou set my brother be- 
low and me above him, that the blow may fall on me fii^; and when 
thou hast killed us and retumest to the King and he asketh thee, 
‘What heardest thou from them before their death?’; do thou 
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answer, ‘Vaily thy sons salute thee and say £0 thee. Thou 
knewest not if we were innocent or guilty, yet hast thou put us to 
death and hast not certiiied thys^ of our sin nor looked into oui 
ease.* Then do thou repeat to him these two couplets, 


’Wrnnm Satans made for woe o' men; * I fly w Allah from thdr deviliah 
acathe; 

Source of whauver bale befel our kind, • la wordlv macteis and in thities 
of Faith,* ” ^ 


Continued Amjad, “We desire of thee nau^t but that thou re* 

peat to our sire these two couplets,"-And Shahrazad per- 

<^ved the dawn of day and ceased to say hm permitt^ say. 


®fr<^ ft teas lf)e tCtno ^ithreb tinh Ctotntp-secotrti 

Sie said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Amjad 
added, speaking to the treasurer, “We desire of thee naught but 
that thou repeat to our sire these two couplets which thou hast just 
now heard; and I conjure thee by Allah to have patience with us, 
whilst I dte to my brother this other pair of couplets," Then be 
wept with sore weeping and began, 

TThc Icings who fared before ur showed * Of inscujces f ull ntiny 4 tlijowi 
Of gftAE small oivd hi^ and lew * How thiis one road havs 

tfoi!" 


Now when the treasurer he^rtl these words from Amjad, he wept 
dll his beard was wet, w'hilst As*a<f s eyes brimmaj with tears and 
he in turn repeated these couplets, 

Fite frig^ m when the thing ta past and gKiej • Weeping is not for form 
or face iloae': 

What ails the Nights?* Allah blot out our ain. • And be the Nights by 
other hand tmdcnef s 

Ere t^ Zubay^* fdt (hdr spiteful hate, • Who fled for re W to the 
nouK and SroGc: ^ 


called ***oqt“ 
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Would that when Khirijab wss for Amn* * alain* * They had tanaeroed Ali 
with all m«i they own^” 

Then, with cheeks stained by tears down railing he recited also 
these N'erses, 

'in iooth the Nights and Day# ate ebatacten.'d “ By tiaitar falaebood and 

as knaves they lie; . t 1 

The racalb dirir tttth that ihlc^: * All hjornd madenm ifi 

their of eye: f > l • 

My ain the world which I abhor * Is sin 01 swoid when gwotdci* 

hghang hie.” 


Then his sobs waxed louder and he said, 

* 0 diou who woo’jt a Wodd* unworthy. Icam • Tie house of eviK 'tii 

rerdition's net; ^ - v 

A house where whoso taughs this day shall weep * The next? then perish 
house ^ funie and fnal , . -1 

its frays and forays, ami i» thralls • Are necr redeemed, while 

endless bcfitt. 

How many gloried in its pomps and pride, • Till proud and pompous dm 

all bounds fotset, » ■ 

Then showing back of shield she made thrm swill* * Full draughx, and 
claitnM ail her vengeance debt. . ^ * 

For know her strokes falFswift and sure, altho * Long bide we and forsiow 
the course of Fate; 


He was aleerwafai killed (AO, 6M} by the famou* of itiraiiuNU Hdjfjf 8»erJ ef Abd 
al.Melik but Marwan. the fifth Omnusde, fuinjtmed "Sweet of • •“ 

“Father of Hies;** fiow Mi fowl b-eerii. See mjr Pilpunsse. etc. (w- ■«*« »« 

esptflined ihe nlLaiotie to the Ke’ebah etid the holy Blidt Sidtie. ^ 

‘ These Ibo see fnirt of *n ctegy on the dawnfell of oee of the Moilcm dyrwstJM ill 
Spain, eompOBod i« the twelfth cetoiry by Ihft Abdtwi eWndiil^. The ailuum i» m 
the famoiw tnnapincy of Ac Kkifyitei (Ae fiwt MCtBiiioe in MohainreeduiieinJ to ktll 
All. Mu’awiyah end Ainiu {m written bat pfoaoiMiced “Anir’) d.Ai, irt wder eo sfiatr 
intestiite fciids in AI-UImr. AE «wt •tein wi A S swwd-cui by Ibn 

amongst the Pc»aiu; Mu'awiyjth escaped wiA a wtinnd ""d khenjaJi, Ae 
Chief of Felice sc Fo«« or old Csiiu wss muidefed by miitdce for Amni. After this 

Ae seemrisa wan began- . . ^ , 1 • 1. 

* Ank ‘*Saidb"« {Korea, Aapt. X»v.) A« rede of the Oesm. beW« explwiwA it 

ta called '‘Luna,** Ae Ainc, the loom, in AhHariii. The world la cc^pared wi t 
mhage, Ae painted eye and Ae iwoed Aat breaks in Ae eworder a 1“"^ ^ _ 

'Arab. '‘Dtiayi,** wiA the enmnimi aliiteratioo “dliwyA (*PWi. dfin h « pruee 
aa welt as poetry larana Aa things of foxtone of Aia Jifis opp- to AkbiraJi “ Tore 

* Arab ■'Wafeh." a strong eapreafcoit primarily detmuisg the lapping «f doge; here asd 
clwwKoc "w nriU^ 
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So loot thou to thy days lesc life go hy * Idly, and meet thou mjnr than 
thou hast met; 

And cut all chams of woild-lois^ and desire • And save thy soU and rise to 
scLiets higher-” 

Now when As’ad made an end of these verses, he strained his 
brother Amjad in hta arms. dD they twain were one body, and the 
treasurer, drawing Iiis sword, was about to strike them, when 
behold, his steed took fright at the wind of his upraised hmid, and 
breaking its tether, fled into the desert. Now the horse had cost 
a thousand gold piecra and on its back was a splendid saddle worth 
much money; so the treasurer threw down his sword, and ran 

after his bea^.--And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day nod 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


®tjen it tpma the ®ino ^unbreit ajtb tEtoeriip-thfrb 

She said, ft bath reached me, O auspicious King, that when his 
horse ran away, the treasurer ran after it in huge concern, and 
ceased not running to catch the runaway till it entered a thicket. 
He folk^ed it whilst it dashed through the wood, smiting the 
earth with its hoofs titl it raised a dust-^oud which towered high 
in air; ^d snorting and puffing and neighing and waxing fierce 
and f^ous. Now there happ«ied to be in this thicket & lion of 
ternble might; hideous to right, with eyes ^arkling light; his 
look was grim and his aspect struck fright into man's sprite. Pre- 
^tly the treasurer turned and saw the lion making towards him- 
but found no way of escape nor had he his sword with him. So 
he said m hfnvylf , *There is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great! This strait is come upon 
me for no other cause but because of Amjad and As'ad; and 
intJc^ this journey was unblesc from the first!” Meanwhile the 
two Pnnees were grievously oppressed by the heat and grew sore 
athirst, so that their tongues hung out and they cried for succour, 
none came to their relief and they said, “Would to Heaven we 
L and were at peace from this pain f But we know not 

whiroer the horse hath fled, that the treasurer is gone and hath left 
us thus pinioned. If he would but come back and do us die it were 
^ler to us than torture to aby." Said As’ad, “O ray brother, 
be patient, and the relief of Allih (extolled and exalted be He!) 
shall assuredly come to us; for the horse started not away save of 
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His favour towards us» and naught irketh us but this Upon 

this he stretched and shook himself and strained right and left, till 
he burst his pinion-bonds; then he cose and unbound his brother 
and r afchin g up the Emir’s sword, said, "By Allah, we will not go 
hence, till we look after him and learn what is bwiome of him.” 
Then they took to following on the trail till it led them to the 
thicket and they said to each other, "Of a surety, the horse ^d 
the treasurer have not passed out of this wood." Quoth Asad, 
"Stay thou here, whibc I enter the thicket and search it;" and 
Amjad replied, "I will not let thee go in alone: nor will we enter 
it but together; so if we escape, we shall escape tewetber and if 
wc perish, we shall perish together,'' Accordinglybothenteredand 
found that the lion had sprang upem the treasurer, who lay like a 
sparrow in his grip, calUng upon Allah for aid and signing with his 
hands to Heaven. Now whro Amjad saw this, he took the sword 
and, rushing upon the lion, smote him between the eyes and laid 
him dead on the ground. The Emir spr^ up. marvelling at 
escape and seeing Amjad and As'ad, his master s sons, standing 
there, cast hims elf at their feet and exclaimed, "By Allah, O my 
lords, it were intolerable wrong in me to do you to death. May 
the man never be who would kill youl Indeed, with my very 

life, 1 will ransom you.”-^And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


iObtn it lM!» the ITbo l^unhrth anb Ctnentp-fourtl) i^ighh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth the 
treasurer to Amjad and As'ad, ’'^Vith my life "wiU 1 ransom you 
both!” Then he liastily rose and, at once embracing them, en- 
quired how they had loosed thdr Ixwids and come thidier; where' 
upon they told him how the bonds of one of them had fallen loose 
and he had unbound the otlier, whereto they were helped by the 
purity of their intentions, and how they had tracked his trail tfll 
they came upon him. So he thanked them for their deed and went 
with them forth of die thicket; and. when they wpe in open 
country, they said to him, “O uncle, do our father s bidding. He 
replied, "Allah forbid that I .should draw near to you with hurt! 
But know ye that I mean to take your dothp pid cbdie you 
with mine; then will I htl two vials with the lion s blood and go 
back to the King and tell him I have put you to ebath. But as 
VOL HI. 
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for you two, fare yc forth into the lands, for AUah s earth is wide, 
and know, O mv lords, that it painech me to part from you/’ At 
this, they aO fell a-wecpitig; then the two youths put oiF their 
clothes and the treasurer Habited them with his own. Moreo\'Cf he 
maefe two parcels of their dress and, hlline two vials with the 
lion s blood, set the parcels before him on his horse’s back. Present' 
ly he ttwk l^ve of them and, making his way to the city, ceased 
not fanng till he went in to King Kamar at’'Zaman and Iriwe d the 
ground between his bands. The King saw him changed in face 
and troubled (which arose from lus adventure with the lion) and, 
deeming this came of the slaughter of his two sons, rejoiced and 
said to him, "Hast thou done the work?" “Yes, O our lord," 
rplied the treasurer and gave him the two parcels of cloches arid 
the two vials full of blood. Asked the King, "What didst thou 
observe in them; and did they give thee any charge?” Answered 
the treasurer, "1 found them patient and resigned to what < 3 me 
down upon them and diey said to me, ’Verily, our fa^cr is ex' 
cusabk; bear him our salutation and say to Wm, Thou art quit 
of our killmg. But we charge thee repeat to him these couplets, 

Verily woo^ ate derih crated for us. We se^ refuge with God frcaa 
the artifice of the deviU. 

They are the source of all the miffoTtuncs that have appealed anume 
tmutkuid in the afiairs of the world and of religiofi.’ 

When the King heard these words of the rreasurer, he bowed his 
earthwards, a long white and knew his sons’ words to mean 
that they had been wrongfuUy put to death. Then he bethought 
hun^l of the wriidy of wrimen and the calamities brought about 
by them; and he took the tw'o parcels and opened them and fell 
to turning over his sons' dothes and weeping,—-And Shah- 
razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per¬ 
mitted say. 


When it tuas the Ctoo ^unhcrti anh tTlncnlp-fiftli 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when King 
Kamar la'Zaman opened the two bundles and fell to turning over 

'The Eni^ nrp<Mcd ftan Niaht cori. I L«,c'i v^rsicn GL t«) wsr of 
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his sons' clothe and weeping, it so came to pass that he fcusd, m 
the pocket of his son As'ad s raiioent, a letter in the lumd of his 
wife enclosins her bair'Strings; eo he opened and read it ai^ un- 
decscmding me contents knew that the Prince had been talscljr 
accused and wrorigously. Then he searched Amjad s parcel of 
dress and found in sub p^ct a letter in the handwriting of Queen 
Hayat ^-Kufus enclosing also her hair-strings; so be opened and 
read it and knew that Amjad too had been wronged; whereupon 
be b^t hand upon band and exclaimed, ‘'There is no Majesty and 
there is no Might save ui Allah, the Glorious, the Great! I have 
slain my sons unjustly* *” And he buffeted his face, crying out, 
“Alas, my sons! A^ my long grief!” ’Thai he bswJe them 
budd two tombs in one house, whidu he styled “House of Lamen' 
rations,” and had graved hereon his sons' names; and he threw 
himsptf on Amjad's tomb, weeping and groaning and lamenting, 
and improvised these couplets. 


“O moan for tver set this earth below, * Wliose fcsss bewaii die siaji which 
stud the sky! , 

O wand, which broken, ne'er with bend and waw * Shall rasdnate the 

ThesTeyne ^%al^ I *refc of thee. • Nor shall they till not life thy 

eight dtsoy: - t ■ c't 

rm drowned in of teari for iftsomny * Wherefort, mifeftd m 5ahi- 

1 lie." 


Th^ti he threw hiicsflf on As^ad^s tombi groaniTig and weeping 
and lamenting and versifying with these couplets, 

“Indeed I lor^ u> share unwol with thre, • Bui Allah than my wdl 

willed iMlienvise: . n l 

My grief all hlarltwM 'twiit mine eyes and apace, * Yet whitens all the 

blackness from mme eyes:* - , 

Of tcujrs thoy weep dtussc cyne run tifvci dry* * And flow m vi&li 

never dries: . , . 

Right scat it irks me ^ fyi ng thee in stead' * Where slave with sqvian for 
once levelled lies," 


And his weeping and wailing redoubled; and, after he bad ended 


' "Siliirtli” is the plite wJiek humsa muh *111 be gsthcred m Dom-dtyt tune 
undmttna bv ii the Hell Sstr iv-l iniHiitod fcr At Stt^sni the Stnlt 
* Ifit eyet ire faded like Jiunb’s whieb, tfur werping for Jflfcfh, bensme triutc wiUii 
mourning'* (Koran^ ciii.p<. 3oa.lv Tt » ■ oompBOion. 

*Th€ pVTC. 
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his lamenCitions and his verse, he forsook his ^ends and intimates, 
and denying himself to his women and his family, cut himself off 
from the world in the House of Lamentations, wbere he passed his 
time in weeping for his sons* * Such was his case; but as regards 
Amiad and As'ad they faxed on into the desert eating of the fruits 
of tnc earth and drinking of the remnants of the rain for a full 
month, till their travel brought them to a mountain of black flint* 
whose further end was unknown; and here the road forked, one 
line lying along the midway height and the other leading to its 
head. They cook the way trending to the top and gave not over 
following ir live days, but saw no end to it and were overcome 
with wcarines, being unused to walking upon the mountains or 
elsewhere.* At last, despairing of coming to the last of the road, 
they retraced their steps and, taking the other, that led over the 

midway heights,-And Shahmad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 

ISheit ti teas the Chia attb ^tnentp-suctf) 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Princes 
Amjad and As’ad returned from the path leading to the Mountain- 
head and took that w'hich ran along the midway heights, and 
walked dirough all that day till nightfall, when As'ad, weary with 
much travel, said to Amjad. "O my brother, I can walk no farther, 
for I am exceeding weaL" Replied Amjad, “O my brother, take 
courage! May be Allah will sold us relief." So they walked on 
part of the night, dll the darkness closed in upon them, w'hen 
As'ad became weary beyond measure of weariness and cried out, 
"O my bmther, I am w-orn out and spent wath walking,” and threw 
himself upon the ground and wept. Amjad took him in his arms 
and walked on with him, bytimes sitting down to rest dll break of 
day, when they came to the mountain-top and found there a stream 
of running water and by it a pomegranate-tree and a prayer-niche,* 


' Arjtb. ^wwm (pcpuUri^ pro&inuifEii rmn Syrtne; getMutlij 

jpt»llcd to tpitnjCF at Hny had tcotit. 

■ A pwonJintg unlr rhievd and r^Ltperv; wm then unknown^ n eu 

ewne (ttm the mounten" CaUJahal) mcaai, t clcxi-hoppcr""; ud ''I ir^U 

upon thif rmiMsir4lrt^'=-tum uchofritc w magteiM]. fRts^rimirgc t. 106.) 

* Crnttpcwhlifli: with iwi™dc chapels in Cathelic emtntrin, The Mwtem fonn malA 
be either n *;:ll ujih i pra'ver.^cht fMihrahJ frenanff Mci:ca}l,»atdi or 1 pnaU dmaetl 
mem. The.'. Pi«U wMtude* «e ufwn (oiod sear liuiii^iu, nreaini nr neMliunp* 
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They could lurdly believe their eyes when they saw it; but, sitting 
down by that spring, drank of its water and ate of the fruit of that 
granadcHree; after which they Jay on the ground and slept bll sun¬ 
rise, when they washed and bathed in the spring and, eating of the 
pomegninates, slept again till the time of oaia'aftemoon prayer. 
Then they thought to continue their journey, biic As'ad could not 
w;ilk, for both his feet were swollen. So they abode there three 
days till they were rested, after which they set out again and fared 
on over the mountain days and nights, tortured by and like to die 
of thirst, till they sighted a city gleaming afar off, at which they 
re|oicfid and made towards it. When dicy drew near it, they 
thanked Allah (be His Name exaltedJ) and Amjad said to As'ad, 
“O my brother, sit here, whilst I go to yonder city and see what 
it is and whose it is and where we are in Allah’s wide world, char 
we may know through what lands we have passed in crossing this 
mountain, whose skirts had we followed, we bad not reached this 
dty in a whole year. So praised be Allah for safety!” Replied 
As'ad, "By Allah, O my brother, none shall go down into that dty 
save myself, and may 1 be thy ransom! If thou leave me alone, 
be it only for an hour, I sb:iTl imagine a thousand things and be 
drowmed in a torrent of anxiety cn thine account, for 1 cannot 
brook thine absence from me.” Amjad rejoined, "Go then and 
tarry rot. & As’ad took some gold piecss, and leaving his bro ther 
to await him, descended the rnountaio and ceased not faring on till 
he entered the dty. As he threaded the streets he was met by an 
old man age-decrepit. whose beard flowed down upon his breast 
and forked in twain he bore a walking-statf in his hand and was 
richly cbd, with a great red turband on his head. When As ad 
saw him, he wondered at bis dress and hfe mien; nevertheless, he 
went up to him and saluting him said, “Where be the way to 
the market, O my master?*' Hearing these words the Shaykh 
smiled in his face and replied, “O my son, meseemeth ^^ou art a 

stranger?" As'ad refoined, “Yra, I am a stranger. -^And 

Shahraxad perceived the dawn ot day and ceased saying her per¬ 
mitted say. 


whert mitcltcm mmltl be liltcly to iliiht- T hive drsoibrcJ one in Sind ( or tbe 

Unhippy VflUev^ 1. T9); and have noKd tbit sfjmlingon ibe walii ii even mise ctEMOim 
the Eur tban in the Wcsit wirnsss the monttmenw of old Egypt hcsmbbled by the 
Greeks and Romani. Even tbe pawi of the Sphtni =n: with mdi jra^Epir mad 

tbetfe■oripu.mbulor Abo SImbil h-inrcpfnrrrd treiwiT* to epi^fnpbist^ 

^ In tlili dunotctiitl i Pcfsim * itsd Here Rufltifn it liwjn so plcmred. 
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®?jfn il ttii ®iDo gfunlirrt) anti ITtoentp^icljtttil] 

She said, It hadi reached me, O auspicious King, that the Shaykh 
who met Asad sniiled in his face and said to him, "O my son, 
meseeme^ thou art a stranger?" and As'ad replied, "Yes, 1 am a 
stranger." Then rejoined the old man, “V^y, thou gladdenest 
our country with thy presence, O my son, and thou desolatest 
thine own land by reason of thine absence. What wantest thou 
of the market? Quoth As ad, "O uncle, I have a brother, with 
whom I have come from a far land and with whom I ^ve 
Journeyed these three months; and, when we aighted rhi^ city, 
I left him, who is my elder brother, upon the mountiun and came 
hither, puqxjsing to buy victual and what else, and retiim there- 
iw'th to liim, that we might feed thereon," Said the old man, 
“Rejoice in ah good, O my son, and know thou that today ] 
give a marriage-least, to which i have bidden many guests, and 
I have made ready plenty of meats, the best and most delicious 
that heart can desire. So if thou wilt come wi th me to my place, 
I will give thee freely ah thou lackest without asking thee a price 
or aught eke. Moreover I will teach thee the ways of this dty; 
and, praised be Allah, O tny son, that I, and none other hax'e 
^ppened upon thee." “As thou wilt," answ-cred As ad, “do as 
thou art disposed, but make haste, for indeed my brother aw'aiteth 
me ^d his whole heart is with me." The old man took As'ad by 
the hand and carried him to a narrow lane, stnilm p fa his face 
and wying "Gloryjic to Him who hath delivered thee from the 
people of diis city!" And he ceased not walking till he entered 
a spadoufl house, wherein was a saloon and behold, in the middle 
of it were forty old men, well stricken in years, collected together 
and forming a single ring as they sat round about a L’ghted fire, 
to which Aey were doing worship and prostrating the^ves,* 
When As'ad saw this, he was confounded and the hair of his 
body stood on end though he knew not what they were; and the 


' THe Tllf rtjw^Mnta rives of the old Guebret, tiun tciwsjtli Uis Hn ud 

■he fiiT u thnr kiblsh or poitti ^ ili« rhey -onhip h. Bdt. u i» the 

^ the would pr.y th«n for edi(i«ti«» 

r * “t of . d.v,." Th^ humsii «rfi« quj.o 

watrary ta Gwhre, ^though wt to Hindu, ciattmij sJthoush hale ud vejiwtwce 

pfompr in bCCHiqnAJ muf rf^r 
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Shaykh said co chm, **0 Elders of the Fire, How blessed is this 
dayl” Then he called aloud, saying, “Halb, Gh^ban!"' Where¬ 
upon there came out to him a tall black slave of {rightful aspect, 
grim-^^saged and Oat nosed as an ape who, when the old man 
made a si^ to him. bent As'ad's arms behind his back and 
pinioned them; after which the Shaykh said to him, “Let him 
down into the vault under the earth and there leave him and say 
to my slave-girl Such-an-one, Torture him night and day and 
give ^ a c^e of bread to eat morning and evening against the 
time come of the voyage to the Blue ^ and dm Mountain of 
Fire, whereon we will ^u|^ter him as a sacrifice.* ** So the black 
carried him out at anoiher door and, raising a flag in the floor, 
discovered a flight of twenty steps leading to a dumber* under 
the earth, into which he descend™ with him and, laying his feet 
in irons, gave htm over to the slave-eirl and went away. Mean¬ 
while, old men said to one anoto«‘, *'\Vhen the of the 
Festi^ of the Fire cometh, we will sacrifice him on the mountain, 
as a propitiatory offering whereby we shall pl^sure the Fire, 
Presendy the damsel went down to him and beat him a grievous 
beating, till streams of blood flowed from his sides and he fainted: 
after which she set at his head a scone of bread and a cruse of 
brackish water and went away and left him. In the middle of the 
night, he revived and found himself bound and beaten and sore 
with beating; so he wqic bitter tears; and recalling 1^ former 
condition of honour and prosperity* lordship and dominion, and 

hj g separation from his sire and his eatile from his native land. - 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


tl \JM& t|lt tEtoo Ibunbttb aith {E^hientp'tightb ilfgtit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious fCirig, that when As ad 
found h imself bound and beaten and sore with bearing he recalled 
his whilome condition of honour and prosperity and diwainion 
and brdship, and be wept and groaned aloud and recited these 
couplets^ 


^ HuK tsMiiUj mcamtam inoW eMMn botutcitt in the mcdkri] CwtJcnif Etiropc, 
md tuiij ft itTicigw inct luf dsttb in tbjciii TTicv uc o-ftcn jo wfill concfflcd tbftt 
eren the modcfn iHmitct ire fvot kw^tc of ih«b- aattmXr 
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“Stand tbt niincd stead and asi of us; • Nor dsan dwdj there a 
was ataJ^ q| im: 

The World, that paiter, hath departed tjs; * Yet wothea tjot hate-full heart® 
the fate of us; 

With whips a cui^id alaw-girl aEourga us. * And teenu. her breast with 
Ta-ncorou$ Kace o( 

Allah eh^ haply ddgn to unpait our lives, • Chasdse our foea, and end this 
stiaic of ua," 


And whm As’ad had spoken tua poett>-, he put out his hand 
towarck his head and finding there the crust and the cnise full of 
hra^ish water he ate a bittodt. just enough to keep life m him, 
and drank a little water, but could get no sleep tiU, morning for the 
swanm of bugs^ and lice. As soon as it was day, the slave-girl 
Mchanged his clothes, which were drench 
with blood and stuck to him, so chat hLs skin came off wth the 
shut: whCTefor he shrieked abud and cried. “Alas!’' and said. 
O my Godj^jf this be Thy pleasure, increase it upon me! O 
^r^v'erfly Thou art rot unmindful of him that oppresseth me; 
do Thou ihm avenge me upon him!** And he groaned and re^ 
peated the followi'ing verses, 

Allah' to Thy destiny • J txiw, suffice tnc what TW deign 

Patimt to bear Thy will. O Lord of me. • Ptiticm to burn tei cmls of 
OharH-tree; 

They w^g me, visit me with huit amj bam; * Haply Thy grace f™ thou 
anaJJ sec me ffoe: 

Far be*t, O frora ihct to spire the wronger • O Lord of Desiiuy mv 
«opc s m r h^ P ^ ^ 


And what another sajth, 

*!*** T of worldly sta^, * Low everything to course of Fate; 
Por dung that irketh thee • Shall in oontent tventuate' 

Allah will do what wills His will, » So be not tboa impormnatef 

Sut joy the view of coining weal * Shall make ioi^ pasr bale and bare." 


wrhm he had ended his verse, the slave-gir! came down upon 
mm With blows till he fainted again; and. throwing htto a flap of 
bread and a gugglct of saltish water, went away and left him sad 


Kejicc our wIkwc dcrlvattcKi fEkc ihnt of 

"Tios ) M tprvarctiflj^ uakfiownn to rhr alwiyi cx^pdrtg M. 
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and londy, bound tn chains ot iron, with the blood str eaming 
from his sides and far from those he bvcd. So he wept and called 

to mind his brother and the honours he erst enjoy^--And 

Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per¬ 
mitted say. 


Q9btit it toas the ICtoo J&uhbreh anb tl>totntr-niiitt) 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that As'ad called 
to mina his brother and the honours he erst enjoyedi so he wept 
and groaned and complained and poured forth tears in floods and 
improvised these couplets, 

"Ewy, O Fate! how fonf this wrong, this injury, * Robbing caA mom and 
evt my brotherhoed fre>‘ me? ^ j l 

Is’t not T^mj; now ihiou deem dus length suffiocncy * Of woes ant). O tnou 
Heart of Rock, show clemency? * , * , * i 

My friends thou wrongeUst wl™ thou tnadsl: each enony • Mock and eiult 
me for thy wrongs, tliy tyranny: 

My focman's heart is solacad by the things he saw • In me, of ^rangertiood 

and londy misery'; , 

Suffice thee not what cams upon my head of dole, * rncnds lo^ lor escr 
mare, eyes wan and pale of blcc? . j - l 

But muBt in prison cast sa nartew there is naught • Save hand to bite, wiiii 

bitten Iiand for company; „ - . , * * j , .t. . 

And tears that conpest down like goodly gift of cloud, Aod kmgiog trurs 
w'bosc bres ware no satiety. . . * - . 

Re;gi 7 iful yearnings, singiilfs aod unceasing atghs. Repine, remembrance 
and pain’s very ccstacy: * * . , .-j 

Desire I suffer sora and mclancbolv dc^, And 1 must Pide a prey to 

endleaa pbimcsy; ■ j t. 

I find mo ne'er a friend who loots with pituous eye. And seeks my 

presence to allay toy misery: n n , 

Say, livctli any inrimate with trusty love * Who for nunc ills will groan, 

my sleepless maladyT .t,,. 

To whom mtoti 1 can mate and, peradventure. he • Shall pity eyes that 

#iAt of sleep can never see? . , , . i • iir ^ __,k- 

The Ilea and bug suA up my blood, as Wight that dnnks wme fmm the 

profFering hand of fair virginity: ^ . 

Amid the lice my body aye remindeth. me • Of orphan s good in KaJ a claw 

My hcBnt^^Kpulchre that oieaaiires cubits three. • Where paa I mom and 

eve in (hainrd ag<JtT>’1 - , ^ j • r-,™ 

My wines are tears, my dank of «Aiiiw tak« musics stead; Cares my 

desGcre of fruit and scaiows are tuy bod- 
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And when he had versed his verse and had prosed his prose, he 
again groaned and complained and rememberra what he had been 
and how he had b^n parted from his brother. Thus far con' 
ceming him; but as regards his brother Amjad, he awaited As*ad 
till mid'day yet he returned not to him: whereuprai Amjads 
vitals Euttered, the pangs of parting were sore upon him and be 

poured forth abundant tears,-^And Shahraiad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

(fihtn tt tnatf the tChio iS^unhreh anh lE^htrtieth 

She said, It hath reached me, O au^idous fGng, that when 
Amjad awaited his brother As'ad till mid'day and be returned not 
to him, Amjad's vitals fluttered; the pangs of parting were sore 
upon him and he poured forth abundant tears, exclaiming, "'Alas, 
my brother! Al^, my friendl Alas my grief! How I feared 
me we should be separated!" Then ^ descended from the 
mountaiii'top with the tears running down his cheeks; and, 
entering the dt>% ceased not walking dll be made the market. 
He asked the folk the name of the place and concerning its 
people and they said, "This is called the City of the Magians, 
and its dtiaens are mosdy given to Fiie'worshipping in lieu 
of the Omnipotent King," Then be enquired of the City of 
Ebony and they answe^, "Of a truth it is a year's journey 
thither by land and six months by sea: it was governed erst by 
a Kmg called Anoanus; but he took to son'iO'law and made 
King in bis stead a Prince called Kamar al'Zaman distinguished 
for justice and muniflcence, equity and benevolence." When 
Amjad beard tell of his father, he groaned and w'ept and lamented 
and knew not whither to go. However, he bought a something of 
food and carried it to a retired spot where he sat down thinking 
to eat; but, recalling his brother, he felt a'weeping and swallowed 
but a morsd to keep breath and body together, and that against 
his will. Then he rose and walked about the city, seeking news 
of his brodier. till he saw a Moslem tailor sitting in his shop: 
so he sat down by him and told him his story; whereupcm 
quoth the tailor, "If he ha\'e fallen into the h^ds of the 
M^tans, thou shale hardfy see him again: yet it may be Allah 
will reunite you twain. But theu, O my broker," he continued, 
"wilt thou lodge ivith me?" Amjad answered, "Yes"; and the 
tailor rejoiced at this. So he abode with him many days, what 
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while the tRilOT comforted him and exhorted him to patience and 
taught him tailoring, till he became expert in the craft. Now one 
day he went forth to the sea'shore and washed h^ dothed; after 
whi^ he entered the bath and put on c^n raiment; then he 
walked about the city, to divert himself widi its sights and 
presently there met him on the way a woman of passieg beauty 
and lovetiness, without peer for grace and comeliness. When she 
saw him she raised her f ace'vdl and stmed to him by moving her 
eyebrows and her eyes with luring glances, and versified iesc 
couplets, 

■* *I dtoopo] my gfance when seen tbe< 00 the way * As thoggh, O dim- 
waist! felled by SotV hot ray; 

Thou ait the fairest fair e'er appeared, * Fairer today than fair of 
yesterday:^ . 

V/tn Beauty parted, a £fti) part of it * V/ith Joseph or a pare of nroi 
would stay; 

The rest would fly to thee, thine ownest own; • Be every soul thy sacri- 
ficB, 1 prayi” 

When Amjad heard these her words, they gladdened his heart 
which inclined to her and his bowels yearned towards her and 
the hands of love sported with him; so he sighed to her in reply 
and spoke these couplets, 

"Above the rose of cheek is thorn of latice;* • Who dareth pluck it. rashrat 
chevisance? 

Stretch not tby hand towards it, for night long • Those Ianc« marred 
becaiue we ffiitcbcd a glaiicel . ... 

Say her, who tyrant is uid tanpter too • (Though justice aught her 
tempting power enhance) — 

Thy face would add to errors were it veilfid; * Unveilfd 1 sec its guard 
hath best of chance! . * . ^ 

Eye cannot took upon Sol's naked face; * But can. when nust'clouo dims 
his coiinteRance: 

The houqf-hive is held by hooey-bre;* • Ask the trihe-guaids what wants 
their vigilance? 

An they wo^ shy me, let rhem end thdr ire “ Banoorous. and grant us 

fredy to advance: . * ^ 

They're not more murderous, an charge the whole • Than charging glance 
of her who wean the mole" 


* f.e. iby beauiy is ever inneaiina. 

1 AUudiiiBi ts tnua), to the eye r^- 

An erdosh ai i w from an cydbrow hiw. 

*Lanc 55. iSSj f«sids^"n»e rnSRanUy femsie i» protcCtcct tty her nigsiidntt;** « 

chaoee of “NehlUh'* (bcehivej into “Bahhnsh'* (*he Skin.ffiAO 
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And hearing these lines from Aisijad she sighed ^th the d eep e s t 
aighs and, signing to him again, repeated these couplets, 

Tij thou hist troddioi coyness^alh not I: • Grant me diy favoun for 
the turn: dnv,^ nigh: 

O thou who aiiktec moin with light of brow, * And with ioosod biow-locii 
ru^t in lift to gcyel 

Thine idat'ssptrct made of me thy sbvc, • Tempting is temptedst me in 
days gone by; 

Ta just my liver fry with hotist lovs: • Who worship fire for God must 
fireahy: 

Thou sallcst like of me for worthies pnee; * If thou must sdl, ask high 
of tisise who buy.*' 

When Amjad heard these her words he said to her, ‘"Wilt thou 
come to my lodging or shall 1 go with thee to thioe?" So she 
hung her head in shame to the ground and repeated the words of 
idiiii W’hose Name be exalted, ' Men shall have the preeminence 
above women, because of those advantages whereir Allah hath 
caused the one of them to exed the othcr/'^ Upon this, Amjad 

coot the hmc.^-And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her pennitted say. 


CHljtii il hias Ifjt 'Ehw anh IChirtp-first 

said. It hatlr reached me, 0 auspicious King, that Amjad took 
the worn an‘s lunt and understood that she wished to go with him 
wjnther he was going; he fek himself bounden to fed a place 
wh^ein to receive her, but was ashamed to carry her to the house 
of his host, the tailor. So he walked on and she walked after him^ 
and the two ceased not walking from street to street and place to 
place, till she was tired and said to him, ”0 my lord, where is thy 
ho^?' Answered he, “Before us a little w-ay," Then he turned 
aside ftito a handsome by'Streec, foUow’cd by the young woman, 
^d on till he came to the end, when he found it was no 

dioroughfare and exchmied, “There is no Majesty and dicre is no 
Might save in Allah, die Glorious, the Great?" Then raising his 
eyes, he at the upper erid of the lane a great cfoor with two 
stone lienches; but it was locked. So Amjad aac down on one of 


* Kwin J3. The art vantage* *rr hrally lErenstlt, un(i««jnrfina and the lueh 

Emvil^e qf Heir Wat. THli* ftr. uid thu* far wiTy, weman amoasit h^emi t* "l^r 
fiiAn 
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the boiches and die on the other; and ahe said to him, '^O my 
lord, wherefore waicest thou?*' He bowed his head awhile to the 
ground then raised it and answered, "1 am awaiting my Mameluke 
who hath the key; tor 1 hade him make me ready meat and drink 
and Jlowers, to deck the winc'scrvice against my return from the 
bath." But he said to himsdf, "Haply the time will be tedious 
to her and she will go about her business, leaving me here, when 
1 will wend my own way." However, as soon as she was weary 
of long waiting, she sai^ "O my lord, thy Mainduke ddayeth; 
and here are we sitting in die street;" and she arose and took a 
stone and went up to the lock. Said Amjad, “Be not in haste, 
but have patience rill the servant come," However, die hearkened 
not to him, but smote the wooden bolt with the stone and broke 
it in half, whereupon the door opened. Quoth he, "What pcs' 
sessed thee to do this deed?" Quoth she, "Podi, pooh, my lord! 
what matter it? Is oot the house thy house and thy place?” fie 
said, "Them was no need co break the bolt." Then the damsd 
entered, to the confusion of Amjad, who knew not what to do for 
fear of the people of the house; but she said to him. "Why dost 
thou not enter, O light of mine eyes and core of my heart?” 
Replied he, "I bear and obey; but my servant tarriieth long and 
I know not if he have done aught of what I bade him and 
specially enjoined upon him, or not,” Hereupon he entered, sore 
in fear of the people of the house, and found himself in a hand- 
some saloon with four dais'd recesses, each fadng other, and oori' 
taining closets and raised seats, ah bespread w'ich stuffs of silk 
and brocade; and in the midst was a jetting fountain of costly 
fashion, on whose matigin rested a covered tray of meats, whth 
a leather tablecloth hanging up and gem'«ncrusted dishes, full of 
fruits and sweet'seented Bowers. H^d by stood drinking vessels 
and a candlestick with a single wai'Candk therein; and the 
place was full of nredous stuffs and was ranged with chests and 
stools, and on each seat lay a parcel of clothes upon W'hich was a 
purse fuU of monies, gold and silver. Tire floor was paved with 
marble and the house bore witness in every part to its owner’s 
fortune. When Am|ad saw all this, he was confounded at his case 
and said to hlmsdl, “I am a lost man! Verily we are Allah's 
and to Allah we are retumingl" As for the damsel, when she 
sighted the place she rejoiced indeed with a joy nothing could 
exceed, and said to him, "By Allah, O my lord, thy servant hath 
not failed of his duty; for see, be hath swept the place and 
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coolEed the nj^c and sec on ihc fmic; and indeed 1 come at the 
best of times,” But he paid no heed to her, his heart being ^en 
up with fear of the housc'folk; and she said, “Ffc, O my lord, O 
my heart! What aiteth thee to stand thus?” Then she sighed; 
and, giving him a buss which sounded like the cFaddng of a 
walnut, said, ”0 my lord, an thou have made an appointment 
with other than with me, I will gird my middle and serve her and 
thee," Amjad lauded i^rom a heart fuU of rage and wrath and 
came forwards and sat down, panting and saying to himself, 
"Alack, mine^ ill death and doom when the owner of the place 
shall rctumr* * Then she seated herself by him and fell to 
toying and laughing, whilst Amjad sat careful and frowning, 
thinking a thousand thoughts and communing with himsdf, 
"Assuredly the master of «he house cannot but come, and then 
what shall 1 say to him? he needs must kill me and my life will 
be lost thus foolishly." Presently she rose and. tuddng op her 
sleeves, took a tray of food on which she laid the doth and then 
set it before Amjad and began to eat. saying, "^t, O my lord” 
So he came forward and ate; but the food was not pleasant to 
him; on the contrary he ceased not to look towards the door, t^ 
the damsel had eaten her fill, when she took away the tray of the 
meats and, setting on the dessert, fell to eating of the dried fruits. 
Then she brought the wine^rvice and opening the jar, filled a cup 
and handed it to Amjad, w'ho took it from her nand saying to him- 
self, "Ah, ah! and weil-away, when the master of the house cometh 
and seeth me!”; and he kept his eyes fixed on the threshold, 
even with cim in hand, While he was in this case, lo! in ranw 
the master of the house, who w'as a white slave, one of the rhipf 
men of the city, being Master of the Horse* to the King. He bad 
fitted up this saloon for his pleasures, that he might make meny 
therein and be private with w'hom he would, and he had that day 
hidden a youth whom he loved and had made this entertainment 
for him. Now' the name of this slave was Bahadur," and he was 

r of hand, generous, munificent and fain of alms'giving and 

table w^orfcs.-^And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


' Amb. "Aintr mchfir,” a eQrruptumor**Alcbor’'«ttKble 

* A »ervi!e wme in nttanin^ “the bruve,” and a tftic af bejnour ai the Court of 

DcQii when fblluwiDKthenefflr. MaJtrEii«ti*iioFficetabaveRMcIctbimielv«e ridicubiu Imy- 
aclfai^ngicthe number) by heviing i i «nigraTed on thdr «ce1,rin«i.r./. Brawn Sifub BebUur. 
To Wi.tu the word B e h whf or*'Bi b ^ C itr'' ie toeJopt the wtetebed Turbid operuprion. 
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ffifiett it tire l^rnitn-eti anil MijAt* 

said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when 
Bahadur, the Ivlsster of the Horse and the owner of the h ox^ 
came to the door of t^ saloon and found it open, he entered 
slowly and softly and looking in, with head advanced and owt^ 
stretched neck, saw Amjad and the mrl silting before the dish of 
fruit and the wine-jar in front of mem. Now Amjad at that 
moment had the cup in hss hand and his face turned to the door; 
and when his glance met Bahadur's ^es his hue turned pale yellow 
and his sidc-moscles quivered, so seeing bis trouble Bahadur si^ed 
to him with his finger on his lips, as much as to say. Be silent 
and come hither to me/' Whereupon he set down the cup and 
rose and the damsel cried, “Whithix away?'' He shook his head 
and, signing to her that he wished to mate water, went out into 
the passage barefoot^ Now when he saw Bahadur he knew him 
for the master of the house; so be hastened to him and, kissing 
Kifi. hands, said to him, ^^Allah upon thee, O my lord, ere thou do 
me a hurt, hear w^hat 1 have to say, TTien he told him who he 
Was from first to last and acquaints him with w'hat caused him to 
quit 1^ native land and roj'^ state, and how be had not ent^ed 
his house of his free wiEL but that it was the girl who had broken 
t he lock-'bolt and done all this.^ ^JVhen Bahadur beard his story 
and knew that he was a King^s son, he felt for him and, taking 
compassion on Eiiiri, said, ^Tlearken to me, O Amiad, and do what 
I bid thee and 1 will guarantee thy safety from that thou fcai^t; 
but, if thou cross me, 1 will kill thee. Amjad replied, CommancI 
me as thou wilt* I not gainsay thee in aught; no, never, for 
1 am the freedman of chy bounty." Rejoined Bahaduii Then go 
hack forthwith into the saloon, sit dcra^fi in thy place and be at 
peace and at thine ease; I will presendy come in to thee, and 
when thou seest me (remember my name is Bahadur) do thou 
revile me and rail at me, saying, * What made thee tarry till so 
bte?' And accept no mccxisc from tne; nay, so far from it, nse 
and beat me; and, if thou spare me, I will do a^y thy life* 
Enter now ai^ n i 3 k ^ merry and whatsoever thou seekest of me at 


Sncik^ wwild be the nadcr'* canniflflti bai iii ftc Ewt *11 cbiiEM 
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I Will bring thee forthwith; and do thou spend this 
night ns thou wilt and on the morrow wend thy way. Titis 1 do 
in hono^ of thy strdn^riood, for I love the strange and hdd 
my^ bounden to do him devoir," So Aniiad kissed his hand 
and, returning to the saLxm with liis face clad in its natural white 
and re^ at on« ^d to the damsd, "O my mistccsSf thy presence 
hath gladdened this thine own place and ours is indeed a blessed 
night. Quoth the girl, "Verily 1 see a wonderful change in thee 
wdcomest me so cordiaUyJ" So Amjad answeredi 
tjy mah, O my lady, methougbt my servant Bahadfur had robbed 
me of some ncc^ces of jew-ds, worth ten thousand dinars each* 
however when I went out but now in concern for this, 1 sought for 
them ^d Jound them in their place. I know not why the slave 
tarncth so Img and needs must 1 punish him for it," She was 
satisfied with his answer, and they sported and drank and made 
tneny and c^sed not to be so till near sundown, when Bahadur 
came m to them, havmg changed his clothes and girt his middle 
and put on shoes, su^ as arc worn of Mamelukes. He saluted 
and l^d the groimd; then held his hands behind him and stood, 
with 1^ h^d hanging down, as one who confesseth to a fault. So 
Amjad JOTked at with angry eyes and asked, “Why hast thou 
tamed uU now, O most pestilent of daves?" Answered Bahadur 
^ my lord f was busy ^hing my clothes and knew not of thy 
temg here; for our ap^inted time was nightfall and not dir 
tide liut^pd cned out at him, saying, “Thou liest, O vilest 
of sbvesl By Allah, T must needs beat thec.“ So he^rose and 
throwing Bahadu^r prane on the ground, took a stick and beat him 
^dy; but the damsel sprang up and. snatching the stick from 

n Jj ^ ^ ground his teeth together 

succour; whilst Amjad cried out to the girl 

him. dll at last he pulled the stick out of her fiand 2 ^ 
pushed her away, Bahadur rose and, wiping away his tcans 
from Im cheeks, ^it^ upon them the whSc; after whichlS 
swqit the h:^ and lighted che lamps; but as often as he went 
m and out the lady abused him and cursed him till Amiad^ 
wTOth with her and said, “For Almighty Allah‘s sake live my 
Mameluke: he js used to this." Then they sat and ceaW 
not ea^g and drinking (and Bahadur waiting upon them) nil 
midnight when, being weary with service and tStin^he feS 
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a&lcep in the midst ot the hall and snored and snorted; whence 
U{)on the damseh who ^'as drunken ^'ith wine, said to Amjad, 
"Arise, take the sword hanging yonder and cut me off this slave's 
hc^; and, il thou do it not, I w'dl l)e the death of tbeeV* '"What 
possessed! thee to slay my slave?” asked Atnjad; and she an* 
$wered, "Our jo^unce will not be complete but by his death. If 
thou wilt not kill him, 1 w'ili do it ntysw,” Quo^ Atnjad, ”By 
Allah's rights to thee, do not this thing!” Quoth she, '"It must 
per/orcc te;” and, ta^g down the sword, drew it and made at 
Bahadur to kill him; but Amjad said in his mind, "This man hath 
entreated us courteously and sheltered us and done us kindness and 
made himself my slave: shall we requite him by slaughtering him? 
This shall never be!" Then he said to the woman, "If my Mameluke 
must be killed, better 1 should kill him dian thou." So saying, he 
took the sword fmm her and, raising his hand, smote her on the 
neck and made her head Hy from her body. It fell upon Bahadur 
who awoke and sat up and opened His eyes, when He saw Ainjad 
standing by him and in his hand the sword dyed with blood, and 
the damsel lying dead. He enquired what had passed, and Amjad 
told hint all ^e had said, adding, "Nothing would satisfy her but 
she must slay thee; and this is her reward?’ Then Bahadur rose 
and, kissing the Prince's hand, said to him. "Would to Heaven 
thou hadst spared her! but now there is nothing for it but to rid 
us of her without stay or deby, before the day'break?’ Then he 
girded his loins and took the body, wrapped it in an Aba^cloak 
and, laying it in a large basket of palm lcaves, be shouldered it 
Kiying, "Thou art a stranger here and know'cst no one; so sit thou 
in this place and await my return till day'break. Il I come back 
to thee, I will assuredly do thee great good service and use my 
endeavours to have news of thy brother; but if by sunrise 1 renim 
not, know that all is over with me; and peace be on thee, and the 
house and all it containeth of stuffs and money are thine.*' Then 
he fared forth from the saloon bearing the ba^et; and, threading 
the streets, he made for the salt sea. thinking to throw it therein; 
but as he drew near the shore, he turned and saw that the Chief of 
Police and his othccre had ranged themseh'es around him; and, on 
recognising him, they wondered and opened the basket, wherein 
the>’ found the slain woman. So they seized him and laid him in 
bilboes all that night tiD the morning, when they carried him and 
the basket, as it was, to the King and repotted the case. The 
King was sore enraged when he looked upon the skin and said to 
VOL ttl. 
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Bahadur, “Woe to thee! Thou arc always so dotng; thou kiUest 
folk and easiest them into the sea and t^est thdr goods. How 
many murders hast thou done ere this?" Thereupon B ahad ur 

hung his head,-And Shahmad perceived the dawn of day and 

cea^ saying her permitted say , 

mien ft toag tije tThns ff^unhrrh anh lSljfrlp*tbirb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that Bahadur 
hung down his head groundwards before the King, who cried out 
at him, saying, ‘'Woe to thee! Who killed this girl?" He repli€?d, 
“O my lord! 1 killed her, and there is no Majesty and dhere is no 
Might save in Allah, the Glorious^ the Great!"‘ So the King in 
his anger, commanded to hang him; and the hangman went down 
with him by the King’s commandment, and the Chief of Police 
accompanied him with a crier who called upon all the folk to wit' 
ness the execution of Bahadur, the King’s Master of die Horse; 
and on this w'jise the)> paraded him throu^ the main streets and 
the market-streets. This is how it farea with Bahadur; but as 
n^rds Amjad, he awaited bis host's Teturo till the day broke and 
the sun rose, and when he saw that he came not, he exclaimed, 
“There is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great! Would I knew what is become of him?" 
And, as he sat musing behold, he heard the crier prodaiming 
Bahaduris sentence and bidding the people to see the spectacle of 
his hanging at midday; whereat he wept and exclaimed, “Verily, 
we are Allah's and to Him we are returning! He mcaneth to 
sacrifice himself unjustly for my sake, when I it was who slew her. 
By Allah, this shall never be!" TTien he went from the saloon 
and, shutting the door after him, hurriedly threaded the streets ^ 
he overtook Bahadur, when he stood before the Chief of Police 
^d said Co him, “O my lord, put not Bahadur to death, for he is 
innocent. By Allah, none killed her but I," Now when the 
Captain of Iblice heard these words, he took them both and, 
carrying them before the King, acquainted him with what Amjad 
had said; whereupon he looked at the Prince and asked him, 
“Didst thou kill the damsel?’’ He answered, "Yes" and the 
King said, "Tell me why thou killedst her, and speak the truth." 


^ Bfre tlw ^mTrtulq mean^ i.tn imy fw rip \mx T «mMn\ heijs it; 




Tale op Kakaa aL'Zaman. 


il9 

Replied Amj’ad, "O King, it is indeed a marveOaus event and a 
wondrous matter diat ^th befallen me: were it graven with 
nee^es on the eye^tTrners, it would serve as a wamer to whoso 
would be warned!** Then he told him his whole story and 
informed him of all that had befallen him and his brother, first and 
last; whereat the King was much startled and surprised and said 
to him, “Know tliat now I find thee to be cscuaable; but list, O 
youth! Wilt thou be my Waair?" “Hearkening and obedience,*' 
answ'mied Amjad; whereupon the King bestowed magnificent 
dresses of honour on hfm and Bahadur and gave him a handsome 
house, with eunuchs and officers and all things needful, apMinting 
him stipends and allowances and bidding him make search for bis 
brother As'ad. So Amjad sat down in the seat of the Waakate 
and governed and did justioe and invested and deposed and took 
and gave. Moreover, he sent out a crier to cry his broth^ 
throughout the city, and for many days made proclamation in the 
main streets and market'Streets, but heard no news of As ad nor 
happened on any trace of hun. Such was his case; but as r^^Erds 
his brother, the Magi ceased not to torture ^*ad night and day 
and e\'e and mom for a whole year s space, rill their fesival drew 
near, when the old man Bahtam^ made ready for the voyage and 

fitted out a ship for himself.-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


I6ten ft toa^ fte ®fiM anfi (Efiirtp-fourft JJisslltt 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Bahi^, the 
Magian, having fitted out a ship for the voya^ took As ad and 
put him in a chest which he locked and had it transported on 
board. Now it so came to pass that, at the very time ot shipping 
it, Amjad was standing to divert himself by looking upon the 
and when he saw the men carrying the gear and shippmg it, his 
heart throbbed and he called to his pages to briog him h^ beast. 
Then, mounting with a company of his officers, be rode down to 
the sea-side and halted before the Magian's ship, which be com¬ 
manded his men to board and search. They did his bidding, and 
boarded the vessel and rummaged in ev'cry part, but found no- 
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thing; ^ they recum^ aod told "who mounted again and 

rode back. But he telt troubled in mmd; and when he reached 
his place and entered bis palace, he cast his eyes on the wall and 
saw wnttQi thereon rwo lines which were couplets, 

My fnenih! if yc are Mnisht tram mine eye?, • From heart and inmd ye 
ne a go wancierio^: 

But ye have (eft me ia my wos, and mb • Rest fron my eyelids while ye 
aie numbering.*’ 


And seeing them Amjad thought of his brother and wept. Such 
was his case; but as for Bahrain, the Klagian. he cnibarkcd and 
shouted and bawded to his ctew' to make in all h^te. So they 
mook out the sails and departed and ceased not to fare on many 
da^ and nights; and, every otlier day, Bahrain took out As ad 
and pve him a bit of bread and made him drink a sup of water, 
tiU. they drew near the ^/fountain of Fire, Then there came out 
tm them a stonu'wind and the sea rose against them, so that the 
was driven out of her course till she took a wrong line and 
leJl into strange waters; and, at last thej' came in sight of a city 
b^ded upon the shore, with a casde whose windows overlooked 
the mam. N the ruler of this city was a Queen called 
Marjanah, and the captain said to Bahraro, *X!) my lord, we ha\'e 
strayed from our course and come to the island of Queen 
Maq^ah, who is a devout Moslemah: and, if she know that wc 
^ Magians, she will take our ship and slay us to the last man. 
Y« nee^ must W’e put in hero to rest and refiL** Quoth Bahrain 
K|ht js thy recking and whatso thouseest fit that wiU I dor*' 
k ° 1* the Queen summon us and question us. 

Bahrain replied. *‘Ut us clothe 
this Moslem we have with us in a Mameluke's habit and carry him 
ashore wim us, so that when the Queen sees him, she will suppose 
and say. T^s is a slave.’ As for me I will tell her that I am a 
sJavc'Cealer who buys and sells white slaves, and that I bad with 
me many but have sold all save this one, whom 1 retained to 
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ciy accounts, for he can read and 'mite.” And the captain said, 
“ThLs device should serve.” Presently they reached the dty and 
slackened sail and cast the anchors; and the diip lay still, when 
behold. Queen Maijanah came down to them, attended by her 
guards and, halting before the vessel, called out to the captain, 
who landed and kissed the ground before her. Quoth she, "‘What 
is the lading of this thy and whom hast thou with thee?” 
Quoth h^ ”0 Queen of the Age, 1 have with me a mcrdiant who 
dealeth in slaves,” jAnd she said, “Hidier with him to me”; 
whereupon Bahrain came a^on* to her, with As'ad walking be¬ 
hind him in a slaveys habit, and kissed the earth before her. She 
asked, “What is thy condition?”; and he answered, “I am a 
dealer in chattels,” Then she looked at As*ad and, taking him 
for a Mameluke, asked him , “'%^hat is thy name, O youth?" 
He answered, "Dost thou ash my present or my former name?” 
“Hast thou then two names?" enquired she, and he replied (and 
indeed his voice was choked with tears), “Yes; my name afore- 
Cinie was Al-As'ad, the most happy, but now it k Al-Mu'tarr— 
Miserrimus." Her heart indmed to him and ^le said, “Canst thou 
write?" “Yes," answered he, and she gave him ink-case and reed- 
pen and paper and said to him , ^‘Write somewhat that 1 imy see 
it.” So he wrote these two couplets, 

“What can the dave do when puirued hy Fate, * O justest Judge! wJulevo' 
be hia state?' 

Whota God dmows hand'bound in the ditptlii and caya, * Beuiaie Jest water 
dioutd thy body wet?"* 

Now when she read these tines, she had ruth upon him and said to 


'The reiFtes eomaiii itia tenets nT tlie Miirjiy eect which attuhee inSttItr importMce 
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Bahr^, "Sdl me this slave." He replied, "O my lady, I cannot 
sell him, for I have parted with all the rest and none is left with 
me but he." Quoth the Queen, '1 must need have him of thee, 
dthcr by sale or way of gift." But quoth Bahrain, "I wiU ndtho- 
sdl him nor give him," Whereat she was wroidi and, taking As'ad 
by the hand, carried him up to the casde and sent to Bahiam, 
saying, “Except thou set sail and depan our cit>' this very night, 
I wdl sei!C ah thy goods and break up thy ship." Now when the 
message reached the Magion, he gneved with sore grief and cried, 
"VenTy this voyage is on no wise to be commended.'' Tlieo he 
arose and made ready and took all he needed and await^ the 
Mining of the night to resume his voyage, saying to the sailors. 
Provide yourselves with your things and fih your water'skins, 
that we may set sail at the last of the night," So the sailors did 
their business and awaited the coming of darkness. Such was 
th^ case; but as rcearrfs Queen Marjanah, when ^ had brought 
As’ad into the casde, she opened the casemertts overlooking the 
sea and bade her handmaids bring food. They set food before 
As ad and hersdf and both ate, after which the Queen called for 

wine.-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


ft tool! the l^iinhreb atib tElhirlP’fiftt) J^fght, 

She said, ft hath reached me, O au^icious King, that when Qu^ 
Marjanah bade tier handmaids bring wine and they set it before 
her, she fell to drinking with As'ad. Now, Allah (be He estofled 
and exalted!) fiHed her heart with love for the Prince and she 
kept hlling his cup and handing it to him till his rtia^n fled; and 
presently he rose and left the hall to satisfy a call of nature. As 
he passed out of the saloon he saw an open door through which 
he wort and walked on till his walk brought him to a vast garden 
full of all manner fruits and flowers; and, sitting down under a 
tree, he did his occasion. Then he rose and went up to a jetting 
fountain in the garden and made the lesser ablution and wadied 
his bands and face, after which he would have ris^ to go away; 
but the air smote him and he fell back, with his clothes undone 
and slept, and night overcame him thus. So far concerning him; 
but as concerns Bahram, the night being come, he cried out to his 
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crew, saying, *‘Set sail and let us away!''; and they answered. 
We hear and obey, but wait uil we hU our water-skins and then 
we will set sad." So they landed with thdr waterskins and went 
round about the castle, and found nothing but garden'walls: 
whereupon they climbed over into the garden and followed the 
crack of feet, which led them to the fountain; and there they 
found As'ad lying on bis hack. They knew him and were glad to 
find him; and, after filling thdr water-skins, they bone him off and 
climbed the wrall again with him and carried him back in baste 
to Rahram to whom they said, “Hear the gpod tidings of thy 
winning thy w^; and gladden thy heart and beat thy drums 
and sound thy pipes: for thy prisoner, whom Quran h^janah 
took from thee by force, we have found and brought back to 
thee"; and they threw As'ad down before him. When Bahram 
saw him, his heart leapt for joy and his breast swelled with glad¬ 
ness. Then he bestowed largesse on the sadots and bade them set 
sail in haste. So they $ajl^ forthright, intending to make the 
Mountain of Fire and stayed not their course till the morning. 
This is how it fared with ^em; but as regards Queen Maijanah, 
she abode awhile, after As ad went down from her, awaiting his 
return in vain for he came not; thereupon she rose and sot^ht 
him, yet found no trace of him. Then she bade he? women ligh*^ 
Hamb^ux and look for him, whilst she went forth in person 
and, seeing the garden'door open, knew that he had gone thither. 
So went out into the garden and finding his sandals lying by 
the fountain, searched the place in every part, but came upon no 
sign of him; and yet she gave not over the search till morning. 
Then she enquired for the ship and they told her, vessel set 
sail in the first watch of the night*’; wherefor she knew that 
they had taken As'ad with them, and this wtis grievous to her 
and she was sore an-angered. She bade equip ten great ships 
forthwith and, making ready for fight, embarked in one of the ten 
with her Mamelukes and slav^e-women and mcn-at-amis, all spten- 
didty accoutred and weaponed for war. TTiey spread the sails and 
she said to the captains, "If you overtake the Magian s ship, ye 
shall have of me dresses of honour and largesse of money; but if 
you f ail so to do, I will slay you to the last man. ^Vhereat fear 
and great hope animated the crews and they sailed all that day 
and the night and the second day and the third day till, on the 
fourth they sighted the ship of Bahrain, the Magian, and before 
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evening tell tlie Queen’s squadron had surroutided it on lU sides, 
just as Bidmiin had taken As'ad forth of the chest and was beat' 
ing and torturing him, whfbt the Prince cried out for help and 
deliverance, but found neither helper nor deliverer: and the 
grievous bastinado sorely tormented him. Now wiule so ciccu' 
pied, Baliram chanced to look up and, seeing himsdi encompassed 
by the Queen's ships, bs the white of the eye encompasseth the 
black, he gave himself up for lost and groaned and said, “Woe to 
thee, O As'ad! This is all out of thy head." Tlien taking Iiim 
by the hand he bade his men throw him overboard and cried, “By 
Allah I will shy thee before 1 die myself!” So they carried him 
along by tlie hands and feet and cast him into the sea and he 
sank; but Allah (be He extolled and exalted!) willed that his life 
be saved and that his doom be deferred; so He caused him to sink 
and rise again and he struck out with his hands and feet, till the 
Almighty gave him relief, and sent him deliverance; and the waves 
bore him lar from the Magian's ship and threw him ashore. He 
landed, scarce crediting life escape, and once more on land he 
doffed his clothes and wrung them and spread them out to diy; 
whilst he sat naked and weeping over his condition, and bewail- 
ing his calamities and mortai dangers, and captivity and stranger* 
hood. And presently he repeated these two couplets. 


"AlUh, my pttietic? fails: I have imj ward; * My hr^ast is straiteoed and 
clisan cut my cord; 

To whom ahal) wretched slave of case complam • Save to hia Lord? O thou 
of lords the Lordr 

Then, having ended his verse, he tost and dunned his clothes but 
he knevy not whither to go or whence to come; so he fed on the 
herbs of the earth and the fruits of the trees and he drank of the 
fitreains, and fared on night and day till he came in sight of a city; 
whereupon he rejoiced and hastened his pace; but whm he reached 

it,-'And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased ID 

say her permitted say. 


I0bcn U toaEi tfjr Ctiw Jbunbrth anh l!:tlirtp*g(Xtt) Htgfjl, 

She said. It hadi reached me, O auspicious King, chat when he 
reached the city the shacks of evening closed around him and the 
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gates were shut. New the decrees of Fate and man's lot tlm 
was the very city wherein he had been a prisoner and to whoisc 
King Jiis brother Amjad was Minister. When As'ad saw the gate 
was locked, he turned bade and made for the buiial'grtmnd, where 
finding a tomb without a door, he entered therein and by down 
and fell asleep, with his face covered by his long sleeve * * Mean' 
while, Queen Marj anah. coming up with Bahram ’s ship, questioned 
him of As ad. Now the Magian, when Queen Marjanah overtook 
him with her shipts, halEed her by his artifice and gramatye^ swear¬ 
ing to her that he was not with him and that he knew nothing of 
him. Sire searched the ship, bur found no trace of her friend, so 
she took Bahram and, carrying him back to her casde, w'ould have 
put him to death, but be ransomed himself from her with all his 
good and his ship; and she released him and liis men. They 
went forth from her hardly believing in their deliverance, and 
fared on ten days* journey till they came to their own city and 
found the gate shut, it being c\'entide. So they made for the 
burial'ground, thinking to lie the night there and, going round 
about the tombs, as Fate and Fortune would have it, saw the 
budding wherein As'ad by wide open; whereat Bahram mar' 
veiled and said, "I must look into this sepulchre:," Then 
he entered and found As'ad tying in a oomer fast asl^, with 
his head covered by his sleeve; so he raised his head, and look- 
ing in his face, knew him for the man on whose account he 
had lost his go(^ and his ship, and cried, **What! an thou yet 
alive?" Then he bound him and gagged him without further 
parley, and carried him to His house, where he clapped heavy 
shackles on his feet and towered him into the underground dun- 
geon aforesaid prepared for the tormentihg of Moslems, and he 
bade his daughter by name Boston,* torture bim night and day, 
till the next year, when they would again visit the Mountain of 
Fire and dierc offer him up as a sao^ce. Then he beat him 
grievously and locking the dungeon door upon him, gave the keys 
to his daughter. By and by, Boston opened the door and went 
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dawn to bcathim. butfodmghiia acomefyyDuthandasweet'faced 
with arched bro’mra and eyes black with nature s Kohb* * she fdl in 
love with bim and asked him, “What is thy name?" "My name 
is As'adt" anjswcred her whereat she cried, “Mayst thou indeed 
be happy as thy name," and happy be thy days! Thou deservest 
not torture and blows, and 1 sec thou has: been injuriously eti- 
treated." And she comforted him with kind words and loosed 
his bonds. Then she questioned htm of the religion of AhJslam 
and he told her that it was the true and right Faith and that our 
lord Mohammed had approved himself by surpassing miracles* 
and signs manifest, and that fire^orship is harmful and not 
profitable; and he went on to e:cpound to her the tenets of 
Al'ldam till she was persuaded and love of the True Faith 
entered her heart. Then, as Almighty Allah had mixed up with 
her being a fond af^ection for As'ad, she pronouncied the Two 
Testimonies'* of the Faith and became of ihe people of felidty. 
After this, she brought him meat and drink and t^ed with hrin 
and they prayed together: moreover, she made him chicken stews 
and fed him therewith, till he regained strength and his sickness 
left him and he was restored to his former health. Such things 
befd him with the daughter of Eihram, the Magian; and so it 
happened that one day she left him and stood at the house-door 
wfhen behold, she heard the crier crying aloud and saying, “Whoso 
hath with him a handsome young man, whose favour is thus and 
thus, and bringeth him forth, sh^ have all he seeketh of money; 
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but if any iia.v« biEn and deny it, he shall be hanged over his own 
door and his property shall be plundered and bis blocxl go lor 
naught,” Now As'ad had acquainted Bostan bint Bahrain with 
his whole history: sc, when she heard the crier, she knew that it 
was he who was sou^t for and, going down to him, told him the 
news. Then he fared forth and made for the mansion of the 
Wazir, whom, when As’ad saw, exdaiined, “By Allah, this 
Minister is my brother Amjad!” Then he went up (and the 
damsel wralking behind him) to the Palace, where he again saw 
hts brother, and threw himself upon him: whereupon Amjad 
also knew him and fell upon his neck and they embraced 
other, whilst the Warir's Mamdukes dismounted and stood round 
them. They lay awhile insensible and, when they came to them' 
selves, Amjad took his brother and carried him to the Sultan, to 
whom he rdated the whole story, and the Sultan charged him to 

plunder Bahram's house.-And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


miirn it tnas tfir ITino ^imbrdi anb iEhittp'Sehentlj 

She said, It hath reached me, O ai^cious King, diat the Sultan 
ordered Amjad to plunder B^ram's house and m bang its owner. 
So Amjad d^patched thither for that purpose a company of men, 
who sacked the house and took Bahrain and brought his daughter 
to the Waair by whom she was received with all honour, for As'ad 
had told his brother die torments he Iiad sulTered and the kinch 
ribss she had done him. Thereupon Amjad related in Ids turn 
ch Asad all that had passed between bunself and the damsel; 
and bow he had cscip^ hanging and had become Waair: and 
they made moan, each to other, of the anguish they had suffered 
for separation. Then the Sultan summoned Bahram and bade 
$trike off his head; but he said, “O most mighty King, art thou 
hid^ resolved to put me to death?” Replied ^e l^g, “Yes, 
Except thou save thyself by becoming a Moslem ” Quoth Bah¬ 
rain, "O King, bear with me a little whilel” Then he bowed 
his head groundwards and presently raising it again, made pro¬ 
fession of The Faith and islamised at the hands of the Sultan. 
They all rejoiced at his conversion and Amjad and As'ad told 
him all that had befallen them, whereat he wondered and said. 
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“O my lords, make ready for the journey and I will depart with 
you and ca^ you back to your father's court in a ship." At 
this they rejoic^ and wept with sore weeping; but he said, “O 
my lords, weep not for >x>ur departure, for it shall reunite you with 
those you love, even as were Nj’amah and Naomi." "And what 
befd Ni'amah and Naomi?" asked "They tdl," replied 

Bahnun, "(but Allah alone is AU'knowmg) the follnwing mle of 
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AsiFTH=^Epamiw 44 ljm . . * 395 

A» (poad) . « » « I » 116 


riuoa 

Aja(v«ici!''pitiACUrtgntdul"} , 111 

-{thfl Wilil, '"hinAf** with hli 

h»0 ... . . .235 

A]rdt*u£3ift,KmiiicTenc9i - « 307 

Arahse iMumh mumh * thuilcr- 
vnlc hu 1 bictar Gfe * .« * 308 

Awwi (aame of Sitxn'i wife) t « 229 


ElTl?iA|*^whlte camomile . * 5 i 

Bdchdor not Jidnuttod b Arab qoar- 


ten ...... 191 

Eack^pstt) compared ta ttvolvtnfl 
be&Tflti ^ * IS 

Eadjwi fcasncit awim) ... 69 

——— (haier wrtj » , • 70 


-— (shifdng €mip in tpKJig) , ik. 

-- (noble) » .. . - * 88 

Ba^hdld■Garden of Jcti&ce . p JOO 
Bahadurs the brave ^ ^ 334 

Bahrlco £raiiiic$>=planer Mw - 339 
Bakli^sh aamtaliifid u Anil> 
Ej^yptian . . « « 1 45 

iahhsliu^ * p * - * S 3 S 

BaU(b (BaOojjf) ^cryital, ote, - 194 

BWe ii^VAih=-the Great Bw 28h 22t 
Bandi OKThanihta » < « * lOl 

R jtittrf (botJtal to a vpcar^w^ of in- 

veanturc) . » . « - 307 

Birid mau^Jrpnble, 

fodi^) * , , * . 3 

Biihlk (imall rpatTW-himfc * « 61 

HithC&ratafterjickiien) 4 * - 266 

Bid {Pm B5A)=-=f*. jwrjnwelwr, 
hflwk^ falmm p . ^ . 13i 

Beard Qat^ and ihort witt) ^ . 247 

- tfiaracreiiftic of m 

Pmiaft) » . " ^ ^ 

Bcaat^UritiOA (ddetl matter in The 
Nighti), . . « p 114 
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Atf LaTLAH WA LAttAff. 


SttUtici of hdCctc himgjsr 

tnOrtcoulj . , , , , J2 

tiiung (properdtt of the dm*) , 
iiS-Siktin=«LAnd oJT the UJadu 
(wr Swidufl) ... 75 

BitiJ (bcnchti)^ niKdic dI 

mctl'i Mue^n , , , . 107 

Bint ^urui^dAughtcr uf rhe liHi^e- 
gpxm {EdmmjTKid) , , , t47 

Blitls e the tkei^hhcKuhood of a 

vi^kge . 250 

BlvxuU^ tB\ 'Smt mh«im ihc 

fiAmecfCrad.efcc.) * . .182 

BLizjc Ghwah) . , . llB 

BoMtlng df (HiE^A tribe (j/rReadinv 
ifsgit) SO 

Bcutiii (fs^ilc Ff. 

B&nicn r . * . * . 345 

BrAytng df the . Ijt 

Bradicrs of Purity - , , , ISO 

-ofi^onmce*»lgnWMnM , I6J 

Btod3Erho^(/dfm4f3frnakki^> , 15J 

Bruinns the tc^turki « fediinmc 

mi^de of mnfideiTD^ men . « 3 


Dudur (BAdoura}=»fui| nwoni 

¥ 

m 

Bukhd (two4iuinped camel) . 


67 

CAtEPBs Tii h Tkh . 

51.307 

-\VaUd{AJ.) , . . 

1 - 

<9 


. 

11 

-WiiiJt (AW) , . . 


ri, 

-Ahd iJ*SkWj|s bSa SlETwin 


319 

- All , , . . , 


ik 

Mo’^lwiyah . , , 

h 

U. 

Camcb (breeds -of) , ^ 

67.no 

-(names) . . * . 

, 

no 

-" [halter^i nose^riTig ii*ed fbf 


dramedano) 


130 

(Mclun, Mabrfyah) ^ 


277 

Camphor (limUe for q ibir fue) 


174 

Cjtnt«^Kirit . ^ . 

. 

239 

CamcUan itone bitten with peacls^ 



iipv with teeth in aignof anger 


179 

Cat fpiia% eCt) , . , . 


149 

Ccryadtca and Arab RoniAaec 


M 

Chaff 


23 

Chameleon (father of ooebieu) 


165 

Cheese a seypde , ^ * 

a 

3 

Clapping hajuia to call lerrAnta 

m 

171 

Cldsa^Kubkib * , , 


92 

Cdudb (pewturesof) 

_ 

n 

Cdld-of-fOuntenaneeKa fod . 


1 

Cold speech » A flilly or abudve drade 


Comrades of tlie Care 


12 a 


CnnifipAdon {L>) ?cnd rigdiifi:^ * 242 

CopulatkA Cpofturei ^ 

Ccmrdice e^iaally ififided * , 173 
Cni> 'cn»i Roir « « ^ » 23d 


Damiamaii CRommee of) - * 112 

Data* (tin) ^hdhcrgeoiip out cJ 

ext * . , , 109 

Dau^ten cHrSi'ijlAh=-> tebnj . dj 

—-ftf the bier “ Uiai rnA}a;r 2 fl, 221 

D^ytHTDodzh (rnuCQtlKtdudon) « £ 2 !! 

--^fLensdio/) , , , * 299 

"Death In a cmvd u good of a 
rcx9E”'{PertunprD?tfb) , * HI 

Divdfdc (triple). 293 

Ddftrt (nwlJy ihuE with m w^cu 
hoIO 19« 

Doable t&tcndre , . . . 2 J 4 

Dennii (EeacAtJawiue^ht) * . 15 ^ 

Drinklrtg at dawn , , . . 30 

- — their de«ih agony ^itu^^ng 

HmiluptiA, ^ * JIS 

Dromedary On CmcT). 

-(euiiied by h nos&rtn^ 120 

Dtinyi (P. N.}»wqda . . 7^^319 

Dumh fcMrZAmCpf.e.]. 


Uajtzmmi dissp with covered hmU Ui 
Eeiing together makea frisui* , 71 
Egyptten (* archie) pdtbwniiefio . 143 

Euphemy . . 68*102.209.257,338 

Evdcuatinn (And CoasripAthm) . 142 
Ere (the tree &cdvm) . . , Idfi 

EyeCdArkeJutiifrrnnwineorp^ 224 

-(orbits lit op And down the 

fuealAhSdeoFtcf Jinn) . , 235 

-(man dfthc^po^), , , 286 

—"(whjte«bbnd) . . * 313 


FAHEif |7rcn»r Coljlot pan of The 
M$ht5)* , . , , 

Fmwr to-day thui facr of yeeterday 
*ercr increuio| in beauty ^ 
FAtak {cIcErin^^breaJcmg faith of 
light from darknen . 

Filcon Ow HawIe, BMj 
Falhng &n the twek with laughter . 
Fmng for fell , . . ^ 

Filin =-tcmptef|teduc£r , 

f ifdaoiig the PeraAn HomcTp^uot^ 
Fre and lieknc^ cannot coha^t 
[fti Kmjj) . . . , . 


m 

33! 

22 

154 

306 

t18 

n 

83 

59 



















Fin: wttnhippen tUAdmd , , 

Fxm at rhe fsAic and bit «t the inf II 

Rr (pumitg into 6iT=«punii)g 

idfmt juidther'a mercy) . J55 

Flying for ddight .... 2$ 

Foot^ mulineti of, agn of ^ -hlond'' 227 
Fonnuli of priica promoiiACod to 
M.rtn the er'il tyt . 22i 

Forttme mjikei kseel her camel by 
■omeailicr onc^encampa with a 
favooTiK ..... 141 

Foitcr-brother (dearer thaji kitb and 
kin) _ . . . , . 156 

Fox, cxianing mari [uf Wdi) . 1J1 

Freeing lUra far the benefit of the 
KHiIa of the departed . « 211 

Fulin (fuiano m Spa/i. and 

a pstxin perpon . . « 191 

Fati^^c^pcoinga, Tktorica^ bcaeSr 304 


Gamin (faiiele) , , , , , 

Oitea (two to port towziA) . « 2S1 

Geography in Lt$ hcirit^m 

Ity . 241 

GeorDaobc pTwcsi < « . « 169 

Ghxrfixn (Pr. Z^.J^cagcrtiiMaf 

lire, lorvc^'longlng . . . « {71 

Ghaxi C^rteimiia^fob) , .. . 220 

Ghoat (phfliiKim=Tayf) _ 251 

Ghurrah^^ blaze on i linfae'i fore- 
bead ..... . ns 

Ghuat iJ-^hhah « waahitig of hex! th 266 
Gtrc a man tuck and throw him into 

the Kx . .r ^ , - - Ml 

Goad (of the donkey-bof) . - llfi 

Goaaamcr (rumea ftw) ^ . Ill 

Grave Oevdiing ala.we and aaxdidfn) 323 


HAii-9TiJNr.s (ofyadci^k) * .311 

-(iEgnificance of) * - ,313 

Hfiiih »groom, ckamberbdn . 333 

HajEn (»IL camdj ... 67 

Himah <kmI of a Jimrdered man in 
farm of a bird ^irung from Kia 

head!. 193 

Himmim-hitth a luxury u weU a* a 

rwewity , , * . 19 

Hind* behind the back (poxtmr of 
ttiboDieian) . . . 2lS 

-—atained Tn arripa tike ting- 

fOWi of a chaln-ajrmHir . . 176 

Kirut and MJrut f^ifcxtor-xngdt^ 217 
BxrwaLth^poa gymniudfiue IH 


Huhithj Jti Bhuisg ^ ^ 

-offie m London . , * 

Idawar-^lntetiaity of black and 
white in the eyei 233 

Hiwi^juggler pUying trkka with 
■ nakd , . . . ^ . 14S 


Hawk, w Biihik, Bizi . « 6t, IM 

Hayit aLNuf^awLifeof Soub . 2i3 
Htiir Mad Hldi«towTLtinao xml 
nomad . ... 134 

Head (muit alwayi Ek kept oorered) 175 
Heart ami n dciayiiu cxecudoa . tl 
HemtiDchi divided . * , 166 

Hcnuaphroditct (Khudal) , . 306 

Herdne of Eaatcrn RoanaOiee ceeCs 

well . .161 

Hijl^pinridge , , , . 131 

"Him^for'W’ . - . . 7S 

Hingva (of xndenr doDn) . . 41 

Hipn, leanticu of, ^'xnti-pathciie^' 

Id Eaxtemi ..... 236 

Hoofinfi^my * . , m 

Hompliadcan >v^DDecibdi * , 2 

Horae (najuca of die) . ^ . 72 

-Blcaliiig hooourablf . . 73 

Hoif (enura Jartt u aare-gtkard 
igaioxt guei-apeni) , . ^ 301 

Hourtt ...... 133 

HuiJhuif^hoapoe , ^ - 118 

H6f, lit Hourii ^ 133 

Httrr^ fTee,nobk^tiidepem£ent,o|^+ 
to ^Abd^KTfiie ^ * 44 


liEii^the Dcipftiref , , * 123 

Ibn Abdun al^ndalual (poet) . 3l9 

1 bn Midij am (muiileror of the CaJiph 

Ali> .. 319 

Ibn Sioi^^AvLeerma . » 34 

Ichnenmim tmtrogaoae) . . 147 

Idd&i^moflitlui of a wotnan^x ert- 
iWced cdibecy after djvproe . 292 

fklilia (AI-) ^chapter of uoitT . 307 
Ikhwlii sd-^n ^ firrthrrn of Ptirlty ISD 
Etiii aLAnh the God of the 
Empyraad ► 106 

111 i» rhy xbtdittB place ... 137 

Ituane {trvtfment of the]! * . 256 

Iron padlock ftnatend of the ofuxi 
■woden bolt) « . < .191 

Irony . , . ^ , 291 

laetigrim fwolO * * . * , 146 

timid "lefbiiim feye-powda”) . ► 307 
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Alp L^ylah wa Latiah. 


jMmd (GiiniaJ)»cait^l^^j, , . HO 

l&itiif (Ji 7 nmii 7 zJ=*±t^r£^^ , 301 

JinnAr^-^fn''lniMGiijtlit£ii3f0ctig^i 19 
JeircllEr (w H^nra tnki gei^criUy 
at2mcm\) ... , m 

JLhid-=£ 4 jhkiiig for the folth * . M 

Jinnii (nontici cifj . . p 321 

)dimi8 prayers . , . * IH 


KAuit^whw eyei tra kohrd by 

OBtlllT , . . , , ^ 

Kahli=iEBtuFB^ohf*4 * 
Kimi-Shi&tra «.d\rs Amona Indls;^) 
KamAr Al^Zamin (Cam v^Ikomui^ 

Moon of tie Ajfc) . , , 

KainaLrAiu*>ihe mo msym for Sktir 
and moon , . . , . 

Kimai AEivyyah=>a ihape lika the 
letter Alif , 

KjinAt«nLbxcrra.nearK wat€r<am^ 
KanOn (duldmerit ^ ^ 

Kaporcahvram and KapotEsii 
Kufdih =OiJct degy 
Kaiu] CA10 =tin jUyer , 
|CiuiAa;*iRAn fc^iih a thatt 

beini, cunning^ triekiy 

Kaysfouvvc3](}w CAinaniiic 
Kayy (A^)*MUtcryi tic end cf 

Kcrchtcf of DiamiwJ ^ ^ 

KHTidln (fof KkiUldAr) * ttc 
Canario ..... 
KKld (carzTanserai) and lu maga- 

MC* 

Khjnjar ^ diiggeri ttan^ (po5- 
»ntd} . . . . .i 

KiasSAT^hLl she gelJcd hirn , 
Kh^f malcjum ■ fear {cowaid- 
ice> lA etiutJly atsfnrtifinad 
Kiayt hiiinnyia«=thinLdt of vahify 
(ga^rr^n-} .... 
Khaacnali • tnaiLtry of niiciney 

t£sm> .... 

KiuzAb (djfi; mod by vmna} 
Kburm«^dblc^ A^ccid Chcrmijili- 
mcGw) ..... 

Kiblah « fronjiiiff.pliiee of prj yer , 
Kifisog (like t pigctiq fcoding tu 

ro^) .... 

iGnchLn lay (Arsb form 
lurii fwDght'vl^ graloi; length 
-one fotgcr^bmdth), 


Ul 

n 

213 

300 

U6 

HI 

211 

m 

2$1 

72 

2U 

SS 

S9 

m 

212 

14 

90 

47 

J7:3 

317 

m 

tOf 

306 

504 


171 

102 

m 


Kdhl (applying tif- takhD) , 

-^^-rd^-IUKUpf. , p . 

fwokjt Fandti (Hmdn Art Amuu^) 
Koran i|itatcd 10-12; lit. 14-26| 
U.xKviiL 17-30} . 

-!—(jdi. 31) , 

-foM. 1} , 

--[it. I|^;U. 1) 

---(lEFPt.l . ^ 


Kli :p) 

-^jpcd It; Levii. 
-ill 191} 


7} 


oti. 

-Ctt. 2J6) 
-EILt iiL; 


20; bmariL) 




extii.; mv.) . 

-fd. 31; 4!l) 

- {xxmI 10; 1) 


Irwii,; 


-[iXTi.) 

-W ) . , 

Hftodii. jfi) 
-^n.sa9; 

-tndTp 2 ^ 


m 


- - -Civ. 3B) . 

Kubkih^bath dofft 
Kuhailar (bwed of Arab hoasK^) 
Kun —bcf the Creative word 
Kfiiniq f%enophjM'^s and Stcabo^t 
Card^dti) . 


57 

232 

91 

19 

21 

n 

39 

57 

65 

117 

111 

m 

217 

222 

321 

276 

29* 

301 

102 

304 

107 

3L9 

3D 

m 

92 
146 
117 

too 


Uj WAfeS, w lizard, . . D 

Lttmyat^p&cin rfiyming In Z . 143 

Layih^nl^ta^ fuizuixg face . , 111 

Layk (ferade Pr. N.) . . p 135 

-<wa Majn^inp love poem) . IBl 

tirywaid^lapia amire ,. D 

Lecccr&and Ictter-vffitiiig. . , 24 

iibdah (skuli.cftp of idt) nga of i 
rdigiiaua mcnthcant , . * 62 

Ijucn*triqiith-veil . , , 283 

Liarr (for henrtl ... * 240 

Lirtat aJ-Niid (erotk poem) , . 91 

Lore (pure, bect^tnes propheckal) . 6 

^—(cheear ooRcdmih it before dW 
tyc) 9 

ftcoitngeaoO .... 16 

(mmynoQ , . , , 2U 

<plAtonic, Iff wL u. 104) . D1 

-Ceyttirm *fl«dcrn> . . # 2*0 

leaven in Lail aj well ttt 

NVfm (hciiTea) ^ ... S3 



























Inmiz. 


L^rvm {parting of, m mcb-topic In 
jwnry) . i . 

Lukmiii (two ol ibc nporsc) , ^ 264 


MaVa aiii ^tPAit . ^ . 236 

«blaod^imm^ 

dirj . i ^ 777 

{to Jt wnniAfa) , ^ 97 

MajFidn mad . . ^ 72 

ilik 4 3Q 

Miiilc (kijid} tikto Ki deb i ^ 5i 

Mui (extnee of dc^nbtc wakt) 16 
-—£rtt wsmin dtider) , p 59 

■ -<i3iCFwn «s diimdvuiiAce in 

tmt-itunc»^ . ^ « 1 

-(hiideicinrwriiufloahk^tuU) 123 

-(pre-eminence ibovewomeJi) . 332 

Mndyftt^dnth; muniy««dcnn 79t 
\(arWMummer qu4rter!i » 79 

Maij in ■ CwnWsTAncb (shvic-awc) 169 
Mimage Ci" cMKroiTuted J^fn a ndi 

GHosl) . - 

MmiciJ men proiit notidisg , 1 

Miftymo/loTe . . . , 111 

NLltw (^lirgistiiii) 222 

Mtir^bin ^^Wztilcn of iht Mtirhee^ 
Mar^nve ..... 2>6 

Ml ihid Tah (mi AUih wUiedi)- 

well done! . 92 

Mitr • large vetffil of leather cr 
wood . . . ^ . , 795 

Maurid^deiert-w^ iitd nsiuf to 

■uch .... * 33 

Mercy (qujUiiy of the noble Atab) , 14 

hritiarcE (wmik ftn* a fnir yoemg^) 69 
Mlnide$ (ciivibiimod by Mahunnned 
ha r gcncTMlly belicrcd in) 346 

bfiriiige=i5arMb . « . 3i9 

MobaEsuneU ("bom with Iwohl'd 
eyesT 232 

Moon inucr.j Sun fcm. . * . 13 

MMf>e (Th^ms^ mndptied) , 305 
MwMBty (geograpluea] and dmoim- 

^ 241 

-- (WMFtr of^ excused hs 

don) .HI ^ 269 

Monujig-draii^ht , , . - 20 

Mooniflinf coming from tbe^bciog 
t eLod-hoppm « » ^ . 324 

--ill upon the = turn tndiodie 

Moorning^ pet^imcs nof uoed during 63 
M o^xtjudm (Ab) hi*Uth (CaOph) 11 

Mhi^linydi fhit Moaef-hke 

cicM**) . 336 

VOU til. 


m 

MuhvniuRit {the three ArrlnddeA 

tKtnpi) . , , , 340 

Mn/llilJ (A 1 -) " ighw in Holy 
Wa^ I * . . , St 

bfujlhidun^who Wa^ war igwoit 
iofid da I . . * I * 39 


Mrlk-lieiftHniiH sa rt ^ 



im 

Mulberry-fig (fiof amu) « 

a 


302 

Murjiyy (seci and tmem) 

a 

a- 

341 

K IrtLA It« upererogatory 

Koran- 


redf^idon 

, 

V 

m 

Nairn (name fof HnT«n) 

, 


19 

Naml (ant) dmilc fix a youfi^ beard 

58 

NIdjvreye w ateward 

, 

* 

133 

Ni|in (and day^ tm day and ni^t 


With tile Amba) , 

a 

Jk 

111 

’ ntlp . ■ t 1 

m 

a 





149 

-far day 

■■ 

« 

m 

N'taiml (PWdaa Poei) 


, 

113 

Nupdil ih«et (inipeetiofi of the] 

* 

2B9 


of 


Guiianee) . 


» 

17 


O CuiPHOM (andphrsK^O anow^ 

UU> 40 

Oftestinua the w breth befssi the 


W . 

* 

9 

Oldest murtir b The Niahet the 


bcasIti^ttjrLEa -IF-. 

, 

114 

C^bHetfea fm old Eastern hoqBd] 

. 

327 

Our dt t^ht uf mf friend U berKf 


and pbatantur . 

■ 

315 

pAtUPras of Mnkqmined not wbdJy 


lenaual , . . » , 

a- 

19 

PkiOcly uf the TeadficataCiit 


115 

Plrtiiilgc => Hijil, . * 

a 

138 

Padua (touch uf) , 

¥ 

SS 

Padence (cuiiing the amti of) 

. 

m 

PaToe qtimed 130. 177, 193. 2S1, 

275 

Penli (an to aniiB and cunnup) 


303 

PcTfunio nor uied during Tnourning 

63 

-(nataral) 4 . * * 

a- 

331 

Pigeon nangUMipep ctn.) . 

* 

116 

—-(bbod of the yming} * 

*■' 

2t9 

FUgrimagr^ quQtod flL 22) 

% 

t 

—™fin. 7^ ^ I . * 

a 

65 

- ^ui. 14 ) ^ I . , 

. 

67 

-C»*216] .... 


81 

- <1. 64) , . . . 

- 

91 













Auf Laylak wa Layla h. 


3T4 


BtffnnaGe quoted Git. 135} 

■ # 

lOfT 

- Cm. 270) . . 

i 

113 

- liu. Jo») , . 

■ i 

121 

- (liL ils) . . 

•w -w 

126 

- (i.m . . . 

i * 

151 

- fiii. 307) . , 

-■ 1 

159 

-fi. 9S) . * . 

. 

143 

<iii. 239) . . 

m 

124 

-ftti.22> , , , 

I . 

12D 

- 0i.:82) . . , 

m - 

241 

- Cm. 144^ . . 

. 

252 

- ru.Z13.J3l) . . 

* 

304 

- ClI. 192-194) 

. . 

319 

- 106) . p , 


31+ 

l^cei Bi amndturc . 

V « 

114 

Plural of Majetfy 

■- p 

16 

Poke (cortinterfelt) ^ + 

I- 

302 

Poliasanncric (diaraoreriatk) 


243 

Polygamy and Pulyamlry in ration 


to eliitmte . 


241 

Pbarillon (Le) ^ 

. . 

m 

PotCuree of coidofl . . 


93 

Prajer (rulf* for joimiKg In) 

.. - 

174 

- (tWohiTir) * f 

*■ 

3L3 

■ - niche" wfly-«dc chipcf 

M * 

324 

Precedeot (mcri? appertaini to) ^ 

264 

Prepottetotii Rettery 

r -m 

304 

Prevendra (the two) 


211 

Prima Veoia debet e»c erueota , 

2^9 

PuritT of love attaint a prophetic 


atram * * . . 


6 

QfjiffTTO}«i Gmliacreetr the 

^ rule 


thrtxiglvmt AnhiiS , 

p * 

lOS 

RA'ATlMdfRi-jmi-Rjflt . 

215 

Rabiie cUuical trtm fm a 

noble 


Arab bone . 

» a 

72 

fUhn (imaJI dromedary) ^ 


67 

Raiaing iltc tail »fn of Gxdteinent in 


the Arab Uood-horae 


64 

Raty— praidng m a funaal sermon 

291 

Ruinafa " a Jargon ■ 

* -I 

200 

Rauahin-wini^ , 

... 

171 

Raoihtn 1 (^lendEKir) " Roxana « 

a. 

Ready to fly for ddzaht . 

. 

24 


' '{%CEK»wning tt^' (botilftig of one'll 

tribe) t i « « SOf 1041 

Return luiEO Al\ih .... ilIT 
Riht^wooden lailfllc 4 1 )? 

Rind (ruilj=-=willa'«rt hay^ sbe^L, 
wwd ... m 

Ritwin {ipprobArKm)** key-keeper 
of f’efidiie . . - ISj 2 lJ 


Roury . 123 

Rciyiilty in the fuiee of tncrrhuku» 12 

Rubber, m Sbunpaoer ... 1? 

Ruiiboli (townlet on tbc fremiicr of 
Syziq) * . , , , * i2 

Ryert^iicgt* lubjort j FtlLeli, pta*- 
iti[ ..... 215 


Sa^adajt Fr. X.} « . £5 

So'jiiabsdi (nurtu of i tribe) « « 10^7 

SsL-Rhh^fc^ . . m 

S^hb* knv Abuic - - _ 3U 

S^bik bin Rejninili bin Humim* 
the Comclj/'^ mm nf the Spcarwunp 
min of tht EJon . . ^ » 6? 

Sidr^retuftiidg from die wetter (see 


Wtrid) . . , 54 

S;ady«*HimAh, f.r. .... 293 
S^birnkw place w the gjithering of 


Unilt qn DotauMUy » 

* 

323 

Sdlbsih = ahc-Cflmid freed 1 

Emm 


labour . 


n 

SMb^cmdfyin^ 


IS 

SaliabU (founiB]nt uf Pirailiae) 


57 

Siu4b“fntrftge . . + . 

m 

319 

Sawwin* Syenite 

■p 

324 

Seal and Soaling-wajc 

p 

m 

ScduftECiii {the tralh about ft) 


m 

Serpent ddet nuE Fdng or liiie^ but 


tuikea « . . , . 

A 

L40 

Seven Sleepm . , . , 


123 

Shalt+darini (Ah)"the two Testi- 


monies .... * 

•p 

3+4 

Shahriman not Shah Zemin 

?*2i2 

Sfailbahljigbiz«>gray board, shak- 


ing with dba|ip7]oval , * 

, 

307 

ShakespcarcBii *^cqppthesia" 

OUT- 


Shaketpeated 

. 

in 


ShekhAHa-peinoA^ ;L bUck vpot . 24 

ShampoocT trubW^^Mtikayyit or 

bi^rn .... p 12 

Sheiwk-hanSJPi .... 25 

Shanfara Ipoet) . ^ ... 143 

Slttykbi (five, doubtful iliuskc) , JO 
Shnytln (Satan} term of ibuse . 21 

-- {hii fpSfe and nine iont) » 229 

Shop (Arab, a mJ a ^♦W) 143 
Sborre^iitMl flirrap^spur^ - 119 

Satfna (of a Shaykk^a iciir) * iCW 

-^ Gockf in 1 harte) , lid 

Sifinaur-- eat ; pnoce . ,149 

^wik = tDath-edck; Siwi-ka « 
other dtiiii thou * . . * 2?5 

SkT« (O Camphor] * . * 40 
























Index. 


MT 


SI»vM (tet (it« for (be b«ic€i of 
tbe ddNd) , . ^ ^ 

-(dc&kr 

Sleeping Iwitli coveroi «ui 

f»ce) . . . ' 

SJcspcfm (tJ« SqTEQ flf Kphc»uJ . 
&jigiTii3i% (bis i:idFpet1 
ScHjflfiut^ imn^ 4p[HtMr Ki} 301* 
with wijmtFi - 

$QTi tAPtntvi KLog* trtirt P«aw Imi 
Jjacen Ja.li c) ^ ^ « 

^nJlc (ihiflncs- ihfln *5 . 
si. (pastun:) 

Siigej (ten, i^r bvc-Bckiw) 
”Sioafr-b(iw'* iipat **CTd«frbow" 

pran-cHLdCeJ to keep eff 
the oil cyt , . . - 

S^cUn ^our SauJifl . - .r ^ 

Sfiif (wixiO* Sii;fi (G5Wtic) ^ 

SuM fSolii) ttBT m the Uw ^Sajnr 
-litw- «f besun^ 

dfut wemoji , . . ^ 

S^^pc^HIrity irt man *bffes woiEisn , 
SutuTei of diB tkuU * * + i 

SycatntMIfi ffg (itJT anus) * 


ni 

349 

MS 

12 & 

2A1 

3(H 

163 

260 

m 

36 

ri6 

1^4 

7S 

L40 

1® 

263 

332 

m 

302 


. 217 
51.307 
, S7 


Tact^t CJo!) 

Tfll (Al.) li -llah 

Takhll =* adfliTVing with Kotii « I 

Tftlik bS’lJkiU*Jih“inpSc . 

Tamar CTwnatinii)"'^ 

IntTian dmt * # ■ - 

TuMh * Mjing Suhhtrt AlLih; 

Rmetry . 

Teyl-ighotTp phintmn - 
T*fTflb fA 3 -> ■ Qir * 

Tori (pausing bLood Hke reJ - 

Ten ifago of JoYt^cfciteis • # 

Tent (iigaa nf * Shiykh'i) ^ * 

Testu^ (beating bremng of, 
female mode of kilbag a nun) ... 
Thamfui (|jft-liiJt™e Arab tdbe) . 

Thtma of lance «tyc-iaih 

TTn “he, liiniLe for a wontnn’i 
Tfry4k« thehaekp treacle (antitiatcl 
ToTTEoa (jucpccd . * 218* 23S, 249, 2^ 

Toedng upon cxuJa of hre - 63 

Tughrii (AJjj poet . . « - ^ 
Turk (pirmied m bungef hj beoUr- 

QH of nature) t - - ■ ^ 

— (appean tinJer the Abbawda.) SI 


25^2 

25f7 

m 

m 

259 

169 

M 

ICP4 


3 

294 

331 

302 

6? 


Urieie (poUtiwl ' ‘ ^ 

Urinifl# (wipii^ afeer) . , ♦ i4. 
(jibsTf^csiiei ira*tiling tem dsya 67 


Uu ara itn augdj - 
Uklmwin ■ c a rrKamHf 


m 

5B 


Wa ia'aD («e Ammi ba*ad, rol li. 

37)<«ulfl tfcewaiJa . 

WaiMle of "An^b UMtaT' * - 

Wi dy ■ rallcy I i^tr 
Waui (fknder, bipi larie) 

WalahSn (Lakab of a p«t - The 

diftraceed} . 

WiJish hipping cf M dog 

Wah'd (Al.) CaCph . - - 

WiEiiitt —my mothej-p ipeaklng m 
emt not of the family . 
Wlrid^tejordne to the wiw 
WijJr — nerFonc^ fers^ waiilab ^ 
eoncubinic . . - * 

VViaik (AJ.). ‘ ^ ' 

Watera flo^ng in Hcinreo * ^ 

WayUak^Woe to thee - « ^ 

VVcck-Jayi {only two name* fotf J . 
Wetpinig {cot for (brm tod faee 
alone) , . * - ^ ■ 

Wth (why Jbur^ Women) i. 

-(■ man^a tillagB) . , 

WTut bapfKneJ, happenai - fartane 
ID Willed, \t m w m w ^ 

Wine liiun witheep-btartf for Eaat 
m*iA ibfl djisktf "smooth for Weal) 
Wolf (wldMd llI^n)^ fen: (ciminni 


) 

Wotnta (pe^ciiar waJdk) 

— - (prepoBbg ctifecne 

lire*) ■ . . - - 

- - ^C-xe tinder^ men fire) - * 

- - (mcRik'iah horror of) ^ 

— - - (LayliJl, name oJ) * * 

- - - (uiit aedoeert) 

- - - (Wtlidaii ^ osy mother) . 

-(ftMiT inrei* and ^y) 

- — (Eompared tn an inn) . ■ 

— -(large hipt and dilgha) 

{amaH fine IboO * + * 

-{nameiDf) * ^ 

-(mcfe paminate than men) 

- - (head molt afwnja be kep4 

cmrered) 

- - (tlcndtr-waJawd bui fuU of 


hipi, etc) . . * - - 

-— (Sodomy with) * * * 

■ (ail cbai^e* laid trpon them) 


Wordi (diYidod in ■ eouplet) ♦ 
WriOHg withiKit fingert-Wng co¬ 
bble 10 ftniwtf for w hat« wntten 


111 

37 

234 

278 

226 

319 

69 

^1 

56 

171 

it 

es 

82 

249 

3lfi 

211 

3M 

63 

263 

132 

37 

39 

59 

m 

135 

166 

206 

212 

216 

226 

227 

241 

275 

27i 

304 

335 

166 

111 




















3^6 


AlF LArLAH WA Latlah. 


TlAm6 hx^AK^O fuher af^ /dt 
cabfte « » h ^ > 6^ 

Vi AM Siimnii » O fiiW M 
brewimcsg . . , ^ _ 40 

Iff HiUjibO cmain pcTVDit i , J9l 

Yi Sitir, Vi v^ki (of 

*ini) ^ 41 

VA Attavrf ckpc - - - 40 

Yaum ■l.xiaiill=*Ec$Lii7C^Ctian 74 

cu. « . 


Zi;fcjir{pci^}«ih«r which bemkc^ 
miKuliiiilx - - . I 

SEami^ld—fDvrdian of 

BiMaht, irt Rirwiq . * lOp ^ 

•Zanib Strhia (volTi tiif)«aAifly 

^ . - , * * 146 

^xiat (nils. DuTTjiJl) — Qo-vifc^ 
d^tcr-wfli: . . * ^ . 30S 

Zehrt (daufhttr af Sa^adah) • . 61 

Zlbl=.-duai..SI 

Zzb! Khin^iLe^iai Crotte « , 99 













\ 

1 


I 







, Central Archaeological Librai^t 

iMSL^ =sNew 

! 

j Call No l 

m 

/ 1 


1 

1 ^ ] 


1 

Borromc Ko. 

tkm €i TiKt* Dite of EvUun 1 














































